
Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.
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Unit 15 • Session 3

Unit 15 • Session 3

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Jeremiah

STORY POINT:  
Jeremiah told God’s people about  

a new and better covenant.

KEY PASSAGE:  
2 Chronicles 7:14

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
How did God plan to fix what sin broke? 

Before He created the world, God planned 
to send the Messiah to save sinners.

Jeremiah, Prophet 
to Judah
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LEADER Bible Study
Jeremiah was the son of Hilkiah the priest. He lived in Judah, just north 
of Jerusalem. At the time God called Jeremiah into ministry, Josiah was 
king of Judah.

As evidenced in the callings of Noah, Abraham, Moses, and others, each 
time God calls someone, He equips that person to do His work. Like 
Moses, Jeremiah was hesitant: “Oh no, Lord God! Look, I don’t know 
how to speak since I am only a youth” (Jer. 1:6). God assured Jeremiah: “I 
will be with you” (Jer. 1:8).

God called Jeremiah to be a prophet. The people of Judah had broken the 
covenant God made with them at Mount Sinai. The terms of the covenant 
are found in Exodus 19. God said through Moses, “If you will carefully 
listen to me and keep my covenant, you will be my own possession out 
of all the peoples, … and you will be my kingdom of priests and my holy 
nation” (vv. 5-6). God’s people responded, “We will do all that the Lord 
has spoken” (v. 8).

But Judah was deep in idol worship and other sins. God punished the 
unfaithfulness of Israel by sending the Northern Kingdom into exile. Now 
God’s judgment was coming for Judah, and Jeremiah’s job was to warn 
them. 

Along with the warnings, Jeremiah brought a message of hope. Jeremiah 
told God’s people about a new and better covenant. He prophesied about 
a day when God would forgive sin and write His law on the hearts of His 
people. The new covenant promised that God would forgive sin. God 
forgives sin through His Son, Jesus. Jesus did not come to get rid of the 
law. (See Matt. 5:17.) Through His sinless life, Jesus fulfilled the demands 
of the old covenant. He changes our hearts and gives us power through 
His Spirit to obey His commands.
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Jeremiah, Prophet to Judah
Jeremiah

When Josiah was the king of Judah, God called a priest named 
Jeremiah to be a prophet. God told Jeremiah, “I knew you before I 
made you in your mother’s womb. Before you were born, I chose you to 

do very special things. I chose you to be a prophet to the 
nations.”

“Oh no, God!” Jeremiah said. “I 
don’t know how to speak in front of 

other people. I’m just a boy, only 
a youth.”

“Don’t say that,” God 
replied. “You will go where I 
send you and say what I tell 
you to say. I am with you. I 
will protect you.”

For many years, Jeremiah 
spoke God’s message to 
the people of Judah. He 
reminded them that God had 

made a covenant with them: 
If they obeyed Him, He would 

bless them. But the people did 
not obey. Now God had to punish 

their sin. God said the people would 
lose their land, their wealth, and their 

freedom.
Jeremiah explained that people’s hearts fool them 

into thinking they are better than they actually are. They trick people 
into wanting things or doing things that God does not want for them. 
The people did not want to listen to Jeremiah, and Jeremiah was 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Vary your voice: 
Use one voice for 
Jeremiah’s dialogue 
and another voice for 
the words of God.

• Use props: Use 
scissors to cut paper 
into strips as you tell 
of King Jehoiakim 
cutting up the scroll.

The BIBLE Story
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sad. He warned them that God’s punishment was coming, 
but he also said that God had a plan to change His people’s 
hearts. God promised a new and better covenant so the 
people could be saved from their sins. God would write 
His law on people’s hearts. He would give His people 
power to obey His commands. God said, “I will forgive 
their wrongdoing and never again remember their sin.”

God told Jeremiah to write God’s message on a scroll. So 
Jeremiah spoke God’s words, and his friend Baruch (BAY 
rook) wrote the words on a scroll. Baruch read from the 
scroll so that all the people heard God’s words. He warned 
that the king of Babylon would come and destroy Judah.

King Jehoiakim sent one of his officials to get the 
scroll. As the official read the scroll, King Jehoiakim cut 
off each part of the scroll and threw it into the fire. He 
did this until the entire scroll was burned up.

So God told Jeremiah to write another scroll with the 
same words as the first scroll. Jeremiah told the king, 
“God is going to punish you, your family, and your leaders 
for doing wrong things. God warned you that disaster 
will come to Judah but you did not listen.”

Christ Connection: Jeremiah told about a day when God 
would forgive sin and change people’s hearts. Jesus made these 
words come true. God forgives our sin through His Son, Jesus. 
He changes us and gives us power through His Spirit to obey 
His commands.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jeremiah, Prophet to Judah
BIBLE PASSAGE: Jeremiah
STORY POINT: Jeremiah told God’s people about a new and better covenant.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Chronicles 7:14
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How did God plan to fix what sin broke? Before 

He created the world, God planned to send the Messiah to save sinners.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to talk about growing 
up. What things about getting older are exciting? Is 
anything about growing up scary?
SAY • Growing up can be very exciting. However, 

sometimes growing up can mean more responsibility, 
which can be a bit scary. Today we will learn about 
a prophet of God who feared he was too young to 
share God’s messages with God’s people. 

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “New and Better” activity page. 
Encourage kids to look at each item on the sheet and draw 
what the newer and better version of that technology would 
look like.
SAY • Something that is considered state of the art one 

year may be considered old or useless when a newer 
version is created. Today we will learn about a time 
God promised to make a new and better covenant 
with His people. Why might a new one be better?

• “New and Better” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: When you were young
Invite the kids to take turns acting out something they did 
as a baby but no longer do. Whoever guesses correctly will 
take the next turn.
SAY • At different ages, we have different things expected 

of us. When a baby throws a fit, it’s very different 
than if an adult does the same thing. But there are 
also many things you cannot do until you get older, 
like voting or driving. Today we will learn about a 
prophet who was concerned about his age.

OPTION 2: Upgrade
Bring in old electronic devices. Show each item to the kids, 
and allow them to pass the items around and examine 
them. Then discuss ways that newer items have replaced 
the old. Discuss what the kids think similar devices may be 
capable of in the future.

Suggested items:
• Pre-touchscreen cell phone
• cassette tape player
• film camera
• video camera

SAY • It’s hard to believe that technology has changed as 
much as it has! Every year designers and engineers 
find new ways to upgrade our world. Today we will 
learn about a time God promised to upgrade His 
people to a new covenant. 

Transition to teach the story

• old electronic items

Tip: If you do not 
have old devices 
or cannot find any 
in thrift stores, 
consider using 
pictures of devices 
instead.
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing casual clothing. He or she walks to the 
mailbox and opens it, withdrawing a letter from within.]
LEADER • What a beautiful day it is. Hey there, neighbors! 

You always seem to show up at just the right time 
to catch me checking my mail. I know I’ve said it 
before, but I just love getting mail. Something about 
it makes me feel so special.

Hmmm, let’s see. [Look in mailbox, remove letter, 
and open it.] This is a letter from my cell phone 
company … interesting. At first I thought this was a 
bill, but it says here they are upgrading my plan! I’m 
going to have unlimited calls and texts and extra data 
speed for an even lower price. What a great deal! This 
plan is new and much better than my old plan. 

That actually reminds me of the Bible story I was 
just reading. It’s also about something that is both 
new and better. The Bible is kind of like a letter from 

• countdown video

• leader attire
• mailbox
• letter

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jeremiah, Prophet to Judah
BIBLE PASSAGE: Jeremiah
STORY POINT: Jeremiah told God’s people about a new and better covenant.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Chronicles 7:14
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How did God plan to fix what sin broke? Before 

He created the world, God planned to send the Messiah to save sinners.
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God to people. It tells us about His love for us and 
the way He wants us to live for Him. But more than 
that, it tells us about Jesus! Let me tell you about the 
new covenant.

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • We have been learning about God’s plan. Who 
remembers our big picture question and answer? 
[Allow responses.] Great job! How did God plan to 
fix what sin broke? Before He created the world, 
God planned to send the Messiah to save sinners. 
That means that God knew we would choose to 
disobey Him, and yet He still chose to create us, give 
us the freedom to make choices, and send Jesus to 
rescue us when we chose sin. What a good and loving 
God He is!

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • Speaking of people choosing to sin, God’s people 

were again living in sin. They had rejected God and 
were living as two separate kingdoms, Israel in the 
north and Judah to the south. Despite Judah’s sin, 
God sent prophets to call them back to God. The 
prophet Isaiah told about the Messiah. And not 
all the kings were bad. Hezekiah and Josiah led 
the people back to God. But the occasional good 
kings were not enough to save God’s people. The 
people could not obey God’s law perfectly, and God’s 
covenant with them required perfect obedience. 
That’s where our story picks up.  

• Giant Timeline
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Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to the Book of Jeremiah. Use the Bible 
storytelling tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the 
story, or show the Bible story video “Jeremiah, Prophet to 
Judah.”
LEADER • The covenant God made with Israel meant that 

God would bless them as long as they obeyed Him. 
If they did not, He would punish their sin. Even 
though God’s rules were clear, the people did not 
listen to Him or obey the law. They deserved death 
because of their sin.

They sinned and sinned, and God showed them 
mercy, giving many warnings and multiple chances 
to repent. But they still disobeyed. Jeremiah told 
the people to expect punishment. But Jeremiah also 
offered the people hope. Jeremiah told God’s people 
about a new and better covenant.

In the old covenant, the people obeyed God to 
gain His blessings, but in the new covenant, God 
would pour out blessings so that people could obey. 
Instead of having the law on scrolls, God would put 
the law in their hearts. God would even give them 
the power they needed to be able to obey. The new 
covenant would be amazing—much better than the 
old one. And do you know what? The new covenant 
is already here!

Christ connection
LEADER • Jeremiah told about a day when God would 

forgive sin and change people’s hearts. Jesus made 
these words come true. God forgives our sin through 
His Son, Jesus. He changes us and gives us power 

• Bibles
• “Jeremiah, Prophet 

to Judah” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.
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through His Spirit to obey His commands.
Jesus brought about the new covenant. He lived 

a perfect life with no sin, obeying the law perfectly. 
Then Jesus died on the cross for our sin and rose 
again on the third day to defeat death. After Jesus 
went back to heaven, He sent the Holy Spirit, who 
lives in believers to help us love and obey God. 

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 15, Session 3” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about how they can love a person who 
isn’t sorry about their sin. Guide them to discuss times they 
have been surprised by the kindness of another.

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

Instruct kids to stand and face one direction. Tell 
them to jog in place, while still facing that direction. When 
you say “turn,” they will stop and turn to face the opposite 
direction. Then they will continue to jog in place. Repeat 
this a few times.
LEADER • Jeremiah told God’s people about a new and 

better covenant. As Christians, we live under the 
new covenant, and we can tell people about a better 
way of life by following Jesus. When we choose to 
follow Jesus, we stop going in the direction we were 
heading and we turn toward Jesus.

Missionaries like Coach Sean in Baltimore use a 
lot of different methods to share the gospel, but one 
thing they all have in common is a call to repentance, 
where people are invited to turn away from sin and 
turn to Jesus for forgiveness. 

• “Unit 15, Session 3” 
Questions from Kids 
video
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Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together 2 Chronicles 7:14. Then sing “I Will Hear.”
LEADER • God is faithful. He promised to help His people 

and heal their land when they turned from their sin. 
How did God plan to fix what sin broke? Before 
He created the world, God planned to send the 
Messiah to save sinners. When we repent of sin and 
believe in Jesus, God forgives us and begins to heal 
the damage sin causes in our lives. One day, Jesus 
will return and fix everything that sin has broken.

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • God sent Jesus to deal with our sin once and for 
all by dying and rising again. Let’s worship Him for 
His goodness and love.

Sing together “Once and For All.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • God, thank You for loving us despite our sin and 

brokenness. Help us love You more each day. Help 
us obey You and live joyfully in the freedom that You 
have given us through the new covenant and Your 
Son. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• Key Passage Poster
• “I Will Hear” song

• “Once and For All” 
song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.

165The Southern Kingdom of Judah



APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jeremiah, Prophet to Judah
BIBLE PASSAGE: Jeremiah
STORY POINT: Jeremiah told God’s people about a new and better covenant.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Chronicles 7:14
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How did God plan to fix what sin broke? Before 

He created the world, God planned to send the Messiah to save sinners.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Say the key passage multiple times. Use the motions 
developed in the first session, or use the suggested motions 
below:

•  [If ] my people [Hold arms as though placing them 
around friends’ shoulders.]

• pray and seek my face [Fold hands as in prayer.]
• and turn from their evil ways [Face left, then turn to 
face right.]

• hear from heaven [Cup one hand over your ear.]
• forgive their sin and heal their land. [Place hands on 
heart, move hands downward to gesture to the earth.] 

SAY • God spoke these words to describe how He feels 
about sinners. He loves all people and wants what is 
best for us. That means He wants us to repent of sin 
and obey Him. He loves to forgive those who repent 
and believe in Jesus.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help kids find the Book of 
Jeremiah. Discuss which Bible division it is in, and ask kids 
to name other books in the Major Prophets. (Isaiah–Daniel) 

• Key Passage Poster

Tip: Use sign 
language in your 
motions to promote 
inclusivity. Adapt 
motions for the 
translation of your 
choice.

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. Who was king of Judah when Jeremiah was called as 

a prophet? (Josiah, Jer. 1:2)
2. What did God tell Jeremiah to say about peoples’ 

hearts? (They are sick and trick us to sin, Jer. 17:9)
3. What did King Jehoiakim do with the scroll Jeremiah 

and Baruch wrote? (burned it up bit by bit, Jer. 36:23)
4. What are some ways our hearts are tricky? Guide 

kids to discuss the things like money, power, or fame 
that we may chase after. Help the kids see that those 
things cannot satisfy us and often lead us away from 
God. When we worship anything—even a good thing—
besides God, it is sin. Only God deserves worship. 
Discuss the idea that sin isn’t just wanting or doing bad 
things, but also wanting or doing things in ways that 
don’t honor God’s plans.

5. Why is the new covenant better? Guide kids to see 
that under the new covenant, God not only gives the 
commands to the people, but writes them on their 
hearts. Remind kids that under the new covenant, God 
promised not to remember our sin, but forgive it.

6. When did the new covenant start? Guide kids to 
discuss the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus as the 
beginning of the new covenant. Explain that Jesus’ 
perfect and complete sacrifice undid the curse of sin and 
made it so that believers no longer need to offer sacrifices 
for forgiveness. Explain how the Holy Spirit, who lives 
in the hearts of believers, helps us remember and obey 
God’s teachings.

SAY • Jeremiah told God’s people about a new and better 
covenant. Jesus brought about the start of the new 
covenant.

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Water bottle gifts
Provide each kid with an unopened bottle of water 

and an index card. Direct the kids to write Jesus loves you or 
draw a picture on the index card that represents God’s love. 
Instruct the kids to give the bottle of water and card to a 
friend or family member this week. 
SAY • In Baltimore, Coach Sean uses football to spread 

the truth of Jesus. No matter what sport you play, 
drinking water is important to be healthy and active. 
You can use these bottles of water and cards to 
help tell people about Jesus and the new and better 
covenant He has brought. Jesus is God’s plan for the 
world. How did God plan to fix what sin broke? 
Before He created the world, God planned to send 
the Messiah to save sinners.

OPTION 2: Telephone
Instruct the kids to sit in a line. Whisper a message to the 
first kid in line. He will whisper what he heard to the kid 
behind him, who will whisper that message to the next kid, 
and so forth down the line. The last kid will then say aloud 
the message she heard. Allow the last kid to move to the 
front of the line and play again. Continue playing as time 
allows.
SAY • Hearing a message when it’s whispered only once 

is hard. Passing on messages in that way can lead 
to some silly or confusing results. Thankfully, God 
does much more than whisper His messages to us. 
God told His message to people and the Holy Spirit 
helped them write down exactly what God said. 
Jeremiah told God’s people about a new and better 

• unopened water 
bottles, 1 per kid

• index cards, 1 per kid
• crayons and markers

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
found in Teach the 
Story.
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covenant. We have the Word of God written in the 
Bible so we can know His truth for certain, and the 
Holy Spirit lives in believers to help us know and 
obey God’s Word. 

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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