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BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Ezekiel 37

STORY POINT:  
God planned to bring His people  

home and give them new life.

KEY PASSAGE:  
2 Chronicles 7:14

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
How did God plan to fix what sin broke? 

Before He created the world, God planned 
to send the Messiah to save sinners.

Ezekiel Gave  
Hope
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LEADER Bible Study
Ezekiel had a tough job: ministering to people who had rejected God 
and suffered the consequences. The exiled people of Judah were eager 
to blame God for their circumstances. “It’s not fair!” they argued. (See 
Ezek. 18:25.)

Ezekiel told the people that they were at fault for their exile; their 
faithlessness had provoked God’s wrath. The people were getting what 
they deserved. “I take no pleasure in anyone’s death,” God said. “So 
repent and live!” (Ezek. 18:32).

God gave Ezekiel a vision. In this vision, God showed Ezekiel a valley 
of dry bones. The bones represented Israel. Ezekiel prophesied that God 
would put tendons, flesh, and skin on the bones. He would put breath in 
them so they would come to life.

Ezekiel encouraged the exiles. Apart from God, they were dead. But God 
was offering them life. He would restore their future. “My dwelling place 
will be with them,” God said. “I will be their God, and they will be my 
people” (Ezek. 37:27).

We too are dead in our sin. (Eph. 2:1) Sin separates us from God because 
He is holy. We are apart from God’s presence. But God does not delight 
in our death. He is patient and wants us to repent and live! 

Hundreds of years after Ezekiel died, God’s presence came to His people 
through Jesus Christ, Immanuel—meaning, “God with us.” Jesus is the 
source of life; He offers us living water. (John 4:10,14) If we do not 
drink of it, we will be like the dry bones. No life will be in us.

Jesus changes that. He brings life to the spiritually dead. God saves us by 
grace, making us alive with Christ through the Holy Spirit. (Eph. 2:4-5)
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Ezekiel Gave Hope
Ezekiel 37

God had allowed the Babylonians to take over Judah. Now God’s 
people were living in Babylon as slaves. Ezekiel the prophet had been 
taken with God’s people to Babylon. Even in captivity, God gave 

Ezekiel visions so he could tell God’s people about the 
future.

One day, God gave Ezekiel a vision. 
God led Ezekiel through a valley 

filled with old, dry bones. God 
asked Ezekiel, “Can these bones 

come to life?”
Ezekiel replied, “Lord 

God, only You know the 
answer to that question.”

God said, “Speak to these 
bones for Me. Say, ‘This is 
what God says: I will put 
breath in you, and you will 
come to life. Then you will 

know that I am God.’” Ezekiel 
spoke to the bones. Suddenly, 

there was a noise—a rattling 
sound. The bones were coming 

together: bones to bones, tendons to 
bones, flesh over bones, and skin over 

flesh. But there was no breath in the bones.
God said, “Speak to the breath for Me. Say, 

‘This is what God says: Breath, come into these bones so that they 
may live!’” Ezekiel did what God said, and the breath entered the 
bones. They came to life, and a vast army stood before Ezekiel.

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Make eye 
contact: As you tell 
the story, make eye 
contact with kids to 
draw them in.

• Pause for effect: 
Grab listeners’ 
attention by pausing 
strategically between 
each section of God’s 
words.

The BIBLE Story
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Ezekiel Gave Hope
Ezekiel 37
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breath in you, and you will 
come to life. Then you will 

know that I am God.’” Ezekiel 
spoke to the bones. Suddenly, 

there was a noise—a rattling 
sound. The bones were coming 

together: bones to bones, tendons to 
bones, flesh over bones, and skin over 

flesh. But there was no breath in the bones.
God said, “Speak to the breath for Me. Say, 

‘This is what God says: Breath, come into these bones so that they 
may live!’” Ezekiel did what God said, and the breath entered the 
bones. They came to life, and a vast army stood before Ezekiel.

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Make eye 
contact: As you tell 
the story, make eye 
contact with kids to 
draw them in.

• Pause for effect: 
Grab listeners’ 
attention by pausing 
strategically between 
each section of God’s 
words.

God said to Ezekiel, “These bones are like My people 
of Israel. I want you to speak to them for Me.” God told 
Ezekiel to say, “This is what God says: I am going to 
bring My people back to the land of Israel. I will put My 
Spirit in you, and you will live.”

Then another message came to Ezekiel. God told 
Ezekiel to hold two sticks together in one hand so they 
would become one single stick. The first stick represented 
the kingdom of Judah, and the second stick represented the 
kingdom of Israel. God explained that His people would be 
one nation. They would have a new king to rule over them 
and guide them. God said, “My people will live forever in 
the land I gave to their ancestors.”

God would make a covenant of peace with His people 
forever. “I will be with them,” God said. “I will be their 
God, and they will be My people. Then everyone will know 
that I am the Lord.”

Christ Connection: Apart from Jesus, we are like the dry 
bones Ezekiel saw. God showed Ezekiel His power to make 
dead people alive. We see God’s power at the cross. Jesus died to 
save sinners. God raised Jesus from the dead, and He gives us 
eternal life.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Ezekiel Gave Hope
BIBLE PASSAGE: Ezekiel 37
STORY POINT: God planned to bring His people home and give them 

new life.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Chronicles 7:14
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How did God plan to fix what sin broke? Before 

He created the world, God planned to send the Messiah to save sinners.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to talk about what they 
hope for and what it means to have hope.
SAY • Sometimes we use the word hope as though it just 

means to wish for something or want something. In 
the Bible, hope is more certain. Today, we will learn 
more about the kind of hope we have in God.

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Bone Bonanza” activity page. 
Challenge kids to match each skeleton with the creature it 
belongs to. 
SAY • We don’t often see creatures without flesh on their 

bones, and when we do it can look pretty spooky. 
But the truth is, we all have bones in our bodies! And 
if you see a skeleton without flesh, you can be sure 
it’s dead. But God has power over death. Today we 
will learn about a time God used skeletons to help 
tell His people about the new life He would provide 
for them. 

• “Bone Bonanza” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Living or non-living?
Instruct the kids to stand up and scatter themselves around 
the room so they have room to move and dance without 
bumping their neighbors. Name different things. If the 
thing you name is living, kids should move and dance; if 
non-living, they should freeze in place. Suggested things: 
cats, rocks, trees, clouds, lightbulbs, clocks, mushrooms, 
skeletons, humans.
SAY • The difference between living and non-living may not 

always be obvious. Trees don’t move around, but they 
are living, and many machines do move, but they are 
non-living. Skeletons alone are not alive, but they 
are part of many animals that are. Today, we’ll hear a 
Bible story where bones come back to life.

OPTION 2: Dry bones
Lead the kids to sing the traditional spiritual “Dry Bones.” 
Consider adding motions or pointing to the body parts as 
you say them.

Suggested Chorus:
“ Ezekiel saw the dry bones, 
Ezekiel saw the dry bones, 
Ezekiel saw the dry bones, 
And God brought them to life!”

SAY • What a fun song! Did you know it’s actually based on 
the Bible story we are hearing today? We will learn 
more about Ezekiel’s vision of dry bones soon. 

Transition to teach the story

Tip: If you are 
unfamiliar with the 
song “Dry Bones” 
consider searching 
the Internet to hear 
a recording of it. 
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing casual clothing. He or she walks to the 
mailbox and opens it, withdrawing a letter from within.]
LEADER • [whistling] Oh, hello there. While meeting you 

here isn’t much of a surprise anymore, it certainly is 
pleasant! I hope you are all having a wonderful day. 
[Look at letter.] All right! This is great news. 

I have an uncle who fell off his roof while cleaning 
the gutters. He was hurt pretty badly, but this letter 
from my cousin says he is doing well. The doctors 
even expect him to make a full recovery! 

For a while we were not sure if he would be able 
to walk again because of the broken bones in his legs 
and hips. Thankfully, he has hope for the future in 
regards to walking. And more than that, he has hope 
for the future because of Jesus!

You know, this reminds me of our Bible story. It 
includes a lot about bones, hope for the future, and 

• countdown video

• leader attire

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Ezekiel Gave Hope
BIBLE PASSAGE: Ezekiel 37
STORY POINT: God planned to bring His people home and give them 

new life.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Chronicles 7:14
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How did God plan to fix what sin broke? Before 

He created the world, God planned to send the Messiah to save sinners.
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even Jesus too. If you stick around, I’d love to tell 
you all about it!

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • First, let’s remember the big picture question 
we’ve been focusing on. How did God plan to 
fix what sin broke? Can anyone tell me? [Allow 
responses.] That is just right. Before He created the 
world, God planned to send the Messiah to save 
sinners. That means that, even though God knew 
people would sin against Him, He chose to create the 
world and each of us anyway. He loves to show love, 
and had a plan all along to show us the greatest love 
ever through Jesus.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • God’s people had been living in sin for 

generations. A few good kings were not enough to 
get the people back on track. God warned the people 
of Judah over and over, but they refused to listen. 
Habakkuk learned to have faith and trust in God, 
even when everything felt hopeless. God had a plan. 
Judah ignored God’s prophets and was captured. 
But God’s plan was still happening. Today we will 
learn about the prophet Ezekiel, and the message 
God gave Judah through him. Our story is called 
“Ezekiel Gave Hope.”

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Ezekiel 37. Use the Bible storytelling 

• Giant Timeline

• Bibles
• “Ezekiel Gave Hope” 

video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster

209The Southern Kingdom of Judah



tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or 
show the Bible story video “Ezekiel Gave Hope.”
LEADER • I just love this story. No matter how hard things 

seem, no matter how hopeless God’s people may feel, 
God’s plan is always happening. He never gives up 
on them or abandons them.

If you think all the way back to Genesis, when 
God created Adam, do you remember what God 
did? First, God formed Adam out of dust from 
the ground, and then God breathed into Adam to 
give him life. In the Bible, breath is a symbol—or 
picture—of life. But not just regular physical life; 
breath is the wonderful and extraordinary life that 
only God can give.

In our story today, God told Ezekiel to command 
the breath to bring the bones back to life. God 
showed His power over death. God’s people felt like 
their hope was gone. They thought that God had 
finished with them. But God was still working His 
plan. God planned to bring His people home and 
give them new life.

This story also showed a preview of what God was 
going to do in the future. Just as Adam’s sin caused 
all people to be dead in sin, God was planning the 
way to bring people back to life. Jesus’ perfect life, 
undeserved death, and miraculous resurrection made 
the way for us to have life with God again. How did 
God plan to fix what sin broke? Before He created 
the world, God planned to send the Messiah to save 
sinners. 
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Christ connection
LEADER • Apart from Jesus, we are like the dry bones 

Ezekiel saw. God showed Ezekiel His power to make 
dead people alive. We see God’s power at the cross. 
Jesus died to save sinners. God raised Jesus from the 
dead, and He gives us eternal life.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 15, Session 6” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about how we know if we are saved 
from sin. Guide them to discuss changes they have noticed 
in their lives or the lives of others after believing in Jesus.

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

Show the “10:12 Sports (Part 3)” missions video.
LEADER • We’ve been learning about a football team in 

Baltimore, the 10:12 Eagles, who are coached by 
men who want to share their faith on and off the 
field. The Eagles made it to the final game—the 
championship game. In the end, winning or losing 
doesn’t mater. What matters is if you choose to 
follow God. God planned to bring His people 
home and give them new life. We can have new life 
with God when we choose to follow Him.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together 2 Chronicles 7:14. Then sing “I Will Hear.”
LEADER • This key passage comes from a promise God 

made to His people after the temple was completed. 
We heard last week that Jerusalem had been 
destroyed by the Babylonians. God’s people were 

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.

• “Unit 15, Session 6” 
Questions from Kids 
video

• “10:12 Sports (Part 3)” 
missions video

• Key Passage Poster
• “I Will Hear” song
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living in exile, away from their home. But God’s 
promise was still true. He still loved His people and 
planned to heal their land. Ezekiel gave a wonderful 
message of hope. God planned to bring His people 
home and give them new life.

In some ways, this key passage is for us too. God 
has promised to save everyone who trusts in Jesus. 
When we do, God forgives our sin and the Holy 
Spirit comes to live in us. Then, through His power, 
God begins to heal us of the brokenness sin causes. 
Someday Jesus will return and undo all the sad things 
caused by sin.

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • Let’s worship God. He is good and worthy of 
praise.

Sing together “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Father, You are good and all good things come 

from You. Sometimes we feel hopeless. Sometimes 
we feel like You are far away from us. Help us 
remember that we have hope because of Jesus. Fill 
our hearts with Your love. Remind us each day of the 
truth. Help us love and obey You. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• “Come, Thou Fount of 
Every Blessing” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: Ezekiel Gave Hope
BIBLE PASSAGE: Ezekiel 37
STORY POINT: God planned to bring His people home and give them 

new life.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Chronicles 7:14
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How did God plan to fix what sin broke? Before 

He created the world, God planned to send the Messiah to save sinners.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Select volunteers to say the key passage from memory. Praise 
each kid for his efforts and encourage all kids to continue 
working to memorize the key passage. Then challenge the 
kids to say the verse as fast as they can while still doing all 
the motions developed in session 1. Use a stopwatch and 
encourage kids to keep beating their previous times. 
SAY • Great job! You all have done wonderfully at 

memorizing that key passage. Remember that God 
spoke these words to help people understand His 
feelings toward people in sin. Everyone who repents 
of sin and turns to God for help will be forgiven and 
made new. God planned to bring His people home 
and give them new life.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help kids find Ezekiel 37. 
Explain that Ezekiel is part of the Major Prophets division 
of the Old Testament. Challenge the kids to remember the 
difference between major and minor prophets. (the length 
of the books, not the importance) Then ask kids to state other 
books in the same division. (Isaiah–Daniel)

• Key Passage Poster
• stopwatch

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. What did God show Ezekiel? (a valley filled with 

bones, Ezek. 37:1-2)
2. What did God do with the bones? (caused them 

to reconnect, grow flesh, and come back to life; 
Ezek. 37:4-10)

3. What was God’s message to His people? (God would 
bring them back to life and fill them with His Spirit, 
Ezek. 37:13-14)

4. When did this prophecy come true? Guide kids 
to think about the two different fulfillments of this 
prophecy. God did bring His people back to their land as 
He promised. Also, God sent Jesus to die for sin and rise 
again to give life to believers.

5. What is our ultimate hope? Guide kids to think about 
our hope for the future. We know God is faithful, and 
He has promised to send Jesus back to earth. At that 
time, all of the damage sin has caused will be undone. 
We will be completely free from sin in every way. No 
matter how bad things may seem, we know that Jesus is 
victorious over sin. 

6. When does our life with God start? Direct kids to see 
that our new life with God starts right away. When we 
trust in Jesus, God forgives our sin and makes us new. 
The Holy Spirit comes to live in us and begin healing 
the damage sin causes. We gain God’s power to love 
Him, obey Him, and share the gospel. 

SAY • God planned to bring His people home and give 
them new life. When we trust in Jesus, we are 
brought to life and given the Holy Spirit. Someday 
we will live with Jesus face to face. Jesus will perfectly 
restore the world to be our home forever.

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Missions project
Use the “Mission Event Planning Guide” printable 

to help kids in your group plan an event to raise money 
for missions. Challenge all the kids to think about ways 
they can be a part of the event. Remind kids that they can 
participate in missions no matter their age or where they 
live. Explain that even a small gift of money—especially 
when combined with the small gifts of many other 
people—can make a huge difference. 
SAY • Giving offerings and raising money to help support 

missionaries is an important part of what we do in 
our churches. Though a small gift may not feel like it 
makes much difference, when everyone gives even a 
little, it adds up to a lot. God planned to bring His 
people home and give them new life. Our offerings 
help missionaries teach others how to have a new life 
with Jesus.

OPTION 2: Hearts of stone
Give each kid a sheet of construction paper. Provide glue 
and a few cups filled with small pebbles. Help the kids draw 
a heart shape on their paper and glue pebbles to the paper 
along the outline they drew. Then help kids write the story 
point in the center of their pebble hearts.
SAY • God planned to bring His people home and give 

them new life. Ezekiel wrote about this by saying 
that God would take people’s hearts of stone and give 
them hearts of flesh. Stone is cold and non-living. 
Flesh is warm and alive. Sin causes all the brokenness 
we experience, including the dead, stony hearts we 
are born with. 

• “Missions Event 
Planning Guide” 
printable

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
found in Teach the 
Story.

• construction paper
• pebbles
• cups
• glue
• pencils
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How did God plan to fix what sin broke? Before 
He created the world, God planned to send the 
Messiah to save sinners. Through Jesus, God has 
provided a way for our dead, sinful hearts to be 
brought to life and filled with love for God.

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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