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BIBLE PASSAGE:  
2 Chronicles 36

STORY POINT:  
Judah ignored God’s prophets  

and was captured.

KEY PASSAGE:  
2 Chronicles 7:14

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
How did God plan to fix what sin broke? 

Before He created the world, God planned 
to send the Messiah to save sinners.

Judah Taken 
Captive
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LEADER Bible Study
Warnings had come from the prophets for decades. God patiently waited 
for His people to turn from their sin. The Northern Kingdom of Israel 
had fallen to Assyria, and the prophet Jeremiah spared few details when he 
warned Judah what would happen if they did not turn from their evil ways. 
(See Jer. 25:1-14.) 

But the people of Judah did not change their ways. The kingdom had been 
declining for years, despite King Hezekiah’s—and later, Josiah’s—efforts to 
prompt nationwide repentance. When King Josiah died, the people went 
back to their old ways, worshiping idols and disobeying the Lord.

The time of judgment had come. God used Nebuchadnezzar—the king of 
Babylon—to deport the people from Judah to Babylon where they would 
live in exile for 70 years. Nebuchadnezzar went to Judah when Jehoiakim 
was king. He put Jehoiakim in chains and took him to Babylon. Jehoiachin 
became king, and Nebuchadnezzar came back for him too. Many of the 
people in Judah were taken, along with treasures from the Lord’s temple. 
Nebuchadnezzar put Zedekiah on the throne in Jerusalem.

The people of Judah were unfaithful to God. Zedekiah rebelled against 
Nebuchadnezzar, and God poured out His wrath on Judah. Nebuchadnezzar 
showed no mercy to the people of Jerusalem. The Babylonians set fire to 
the Lord’s temple and the king’s palace. They destroyed the wall around 
Jerusalem. Nebuchadnezzar’s armies carried most of the people away to 
Babylon as prisoners; only poor farmers were allowed to stay and work 
the land. The people were held captive in Babylon, serving the king for 70 
years.

Yet God did not abandon His people. The prophet Jeremiah told what 
would happen next: “The days are coming … when I will restore the 
fortunes of my people Israel and Judah” (Jer. 30:3). God was going to save 
His people from captivity and raise up a new King—a forever King—from 
the line of David. (See Jer. 30:9.) 
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Judah Taken Captive
2 Chronicles 36

The last four kings of Judah came from King Josiah’s family. 
His three sons—Jehoahaz (jih HOH uh haz), Jehoiakim (jih HOY 
uh kim), and Zedekiah (ZED uh KIGH uh)—and his grandson 

Jehoiachin (jih HOY uh kin) each ruled as the king of 
Judah for a short time.

Jehoahaz was not king for long. He 
did what was evil, and the king of 

Egypt came and made Jehoahaz 
a prisoner. The king stole silver 

and gold from Jehoahaz. Then 
he put Jehoahaz’s brother 
Jehoiakim on the throne. The 
king of Egypt took Jehoahaz 
to Egypt.

When Jehoiakim was 
king of Judah, he too did 
what was evil. The king of 
Babylon attacked Jehoiakim, 

made him a prisoner, and took 
him to Babylon. The king of 

Babylon stole some of the things 
from the Lord’s temple and put them 

in his own temple. When Jehoiakim 
was taken away, his son Jehoiachin 

became king of Judah.
Jehoiachin was king of Judah for just three 

months. He too did what was evil. The king of Babylon sent for 
Jehoiachin and brought him to Babylon. The king of Babylon made 
Jehoiachin’s uncle Zedekiah king of Judah.

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Draw pictures: 
Draw four crowns—
one for each king of 
Judah in the story—
and cross them out 
as each king’s reign 
comes to an end.

• Use lighting 
effects: Dim the 
lights to portray the 
severity of Judah’s 
situation.

The BIBLE Story
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Judah Taken Captive
2 Chronicles 36

The last four kings of Judah came from King Josiah’s family. 
His three sons—Jehoahaz (jih HOH uh haz), Jehoiakim (jih HOY 
uh kim), and Zedekiah (ZED uh KIGH uh)—and his grandson 

Jehoiachin (jih HOY uh kin) each ruled as the king of 
Judah for a short time.

Jehoahaz was not king for long. He 
did what was evil, and the king of 

Egypt came and made Jehoahaz 
a prisoner. The king stole silver 

and gold from Jehoahaz. Then 
he put Jehoahaz’s brother 
Jehoiakim on the throne. The 
king of Egypt took Jehoahaz 
to Egypt.

When Jehoiakim was 
king of Judah, he too did 
what was evil. The king of 
Babylon attacked Jehoiakim, 

made him a prisoner, and took 
him to Babylon. The king of 

Babylon stole some of the things 
from the Lord’s temple and put them 

in his own temple. When Jehoiakim 
was taken away, his son Jehoiachin 

became king of Judah.
Jehoiachin was king of Judah for just three 

months. He too did what was evil. The king of Babylon sent for 
Jehoiachin and brought him to Babylon. The king of Babylon made 
Jehoiachin’s uncle Zedekiah king of Judah.

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Draw pictures: 
Draw four crowns—
one for each king of 
Judah in the story—
and cross them out 
as each king’s reign 
comes to an end.

• Use lighting 
effects: Dim the 
lights to portray the 
severity of Judah’s 
situation.

Like his brothers, Zedekiah did what was evil. He led 
the people of Judah to do evil things too. The prophet 
Jeremiah warned Zedekiah that God would punish him, 
but Zedekiah did not listen.

God was angry with the people of Judah. They sinned 
and did not obey God. But God loved His people. He 
wanted them to turn back to Him. God sent prophets to 
warn the people, but the people did not listen.

Finally, it was time to punish the people of Judah for 
their sin. God allowed the king of Babylon and his army 
to attack Judah. Many of the people died.

The king of Babylon took everything out of the Lord’s 
temple and carried it back to Babylon. Then the king and 
his army burned the temple. They tore down the wall 
around the city and burned the palaces. Anything they 
did not take with them was destroyed.

All of the people who were still alive were taken back 
to Babylon. The king forced them to be slaves. Everything 
the prophet Jeremiah had warned about happened, just 
like God said it would.

Christ Connection: God was right to punish His people for 
their sin, but He kept His promise to provide a king through 
David’s family. Ultimately, God punished our sin through His 
Son, Jesus, and made Him our King forever.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Judah Taken Captive
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Chronicles 36
STORY POINT: Judah ignored God’s prophets and was captured.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Chronicles 7:14
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How did God plan to fix what sin broke? Before 

He created the world, God planned to send the Messiah to save sinners.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to talk about a time 
they lost something special or had something important to 
them taken away.
SAY • It’s never fun to lose things or have things taken away. 

Today we will learn about a time God’s people had 
their home in the promised land taken away because 
they would not obey Him. 

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Bound in Chains” activity 
page. Ask the kids to add chains to the hands of the captives 
in the Bible story art.
SAY • God’s people had been living in the promised land for 

hundreds of years, but they consistently disobeyed 
God. Judah had some good kings, but many bad 
kings led the people away from God. Eventually, 
God disciplined His people by allowing enemies to 
capture them and take them away from their homes. 

• “Bound in Chains” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Bad, bad, good
Instruct the kids to sit in a circle. Select a kid to start the 
game by walking around the outside of the circle, lightly 
tapping the other kids’ heads one at a time. Each time she 
taps a kid, she will say “bad king.” After a few taps, she may 
choose a kid by saying “good king” when tapping his head. 
The “good king” will then hop up and chase her around 
the circle. If he catches her, she will sit in the center of 
the circle. If she reaches his spot around the circle before 
he catches her, she is safe. The “good king” will now walk 
around tapping kids.
SAY • Judah had kings who trusted God and led His people 

to obey Him. However, most of Judah’s kings were 
evil men who led the people away from God. After 
years of disobedience, God disciplined His people. 
We’ll learn more about that today.

OPTION 2: Crime and punishment
Invent a series of silly laws. Then ask the kids to come up 
with silly punishments that might fit the crime of breaking 
the silly law.

Examples:
• Everyone must dye his or her hair green. Those who 
don’t must have their heads shaved.

• Walking is outlawed in favor of skipping. Those who 
walk will have their shoes taken away. 

SAY • Breaking God’s law is no laughing matter! Today we 
will learn what happened to God’s people because of 
their sin.

Transition to teach the story
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing casual clothing. He or she walks to the 
mailbox and opens it, withdrawing a letter from within.]
LEADER • Hey there, friendly neighbors! I hope each of 

you is having a wonderful day. [Look at letter.] Huh, 
what’s this? It seems I’ve got a package that couldn’t 
be delivered, so it’s being held at the local post office. 

I heard them knock on the door earlier today, but 
I didn’t feel like answering. Often, they will leave the 
package on the doorstep for me to grab whenever I 
can, but I guess in this case they felt that wouldn’t 
work. 

I’m a bit frustrated that I have to go all the way to 
the post office to get the package; it feels like they are 
holding it hostage! But the truth is, this is my fault. 
If I had answered the door like I’m supposed to when 
people knock, I wouldn’t have this problem. 

Actually, this kind of reminds me of our Bible 

• countdown video

• leader attire
• mailbox
• letter

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Judah Taken Captive
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Chronicles 36
STORY POINT: Judah ignored God’s prophets and was captured.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Chronicles 7:14
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How did God plan to fix what sin broke? Before 

He created the world, God planned to send the Messiah to save sinners.
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story. God’s people continued doing the wrong 
things, and eventually they were taken captive. I’ll 
tell you all about it.

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • As we get into our story, let’s review the big 
picture question. Do any of you remember it? [Allow 
responses.] Great job! How did God plan to fix what 
sin broke? And who can tell me the answer? [Allow 
responses.] Right again! Before He created the world, 
God planned to send the Messiah to save sinners. 
That means that God wasn’t surprised by sin. He 
chose to create the world and allowed Adam and Eve 
to sin because it was all part of His wonderful plan to 
show His love and goodness through Jesus! 

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • God’s people repeatedly chose sin instead 

of choosing to obey God. God sent prophets to 
warn them. The prophet Isaiah told about the 
Messiah. And though most of the kings were evil, 
some actually loved God. Hezekiah and Josiah led 
the people back to God, but their changes didn’t 
last. The people needed new hearts. Jeremiah told 
God’s people about a new and better covenant, 
and Habakkuk learned to have faith and trust in 
God. But God’s people still ignored His prophets 
and disobeyed God. God loved them too much to let 
them keep sinning.

• Giant Timeline
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Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to 2 Chronicles 36. Use the Bible 
storytelling tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the 
story, or show the Bible story video “Judah Taken Captive.”
LEADER • Facing the sad consequences of sin is never fun, 

but God loves His people too much to allow sin to 
tear them apart forever. You see, our sin always causes 
damage. It hurts our friends and families, it hurts us, 
and it breaks God’s heart. 

God created us to love Him and be filled with joy. 
When we choose sin, we cannot experience the best 
God has for us. God loves us, but He hates sin. The 
Bible teaches that God will always punish sin. For 
the people living in Judah, that meant being defeated 
by their enemies. Judah ignored God’s prophets 
and was captured. God used people that chose evil 
to punish Judah and prevent them from sinning 
more and more. 

Thankfully, we no longer have to be afraid of 
God punishing us for sin. God sent Jesus to take 
the punishment we deserved. The story of Jesus’ 
crucifixion is similar to our story today. God used the 
evil choices of people who hated Jesus to bring about 
His plan. Jesus died for our sin and rose again. Now, 
we have the way to live forever with God.

Our sinful choices still have consequences. Our sin 
still hurts us and those around us. Our sin still makes 
God sad. But if you believe in Jesus, His death covers 
your sin. Jesus took the punishment sinners deserve. 
How did God plan to fix what sin broke? Before 
He created the world, God planned to send the 
Messiah to save sinners.

• Bibles
• “Judah Taken 

Captive” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster
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Christ connection
LEADER • God was right to punish His people because they 

sinned. But God still loved them, and He was going 
to give His people a good King, just like He said He 
would. Many years later, God sent His Son, Jesus, to 
be our King forever. Jesus took the punishment we 
should get for our sin. 

When we believe in Jesus, God forgives our sin, 
declares that we are righteous, and begins fixing the 
damage sin has caused in our lives. Someday, Jesus 
will come back again and fully fix all the brokenness 
caused by sin.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 15, Session 5” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about how we should behave when 
obedience is difficult, or we keep failing to obey. Guide 
them to discuss the promise of future victory we have 
through Jesus.

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

 Ask kids to stand and act out the following:
• throwing a football 
• opening a Bible
• cheering for a team
• praying

Next guide kids to sit. Ask kids what they remember about 
the football team and the Christian coaches in Baltimore.
LEADER • Coaching football is one way to build 

relationships with others to tell them about Jesus. 
But that is not the only way to share the gospel. 
You could coach or play any sport, or no sports at 

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.

• “Unit 15, Session 5” 
Questions from Kids 
video

• “Eagles Team Photo” 
printable
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all. Whatever you enjoy doing can be a way to open 
doors to share the gospel. Sadly, some people will 
always ignore the message of the gospel, like Judah 
ignored God’s prophets and was captured. We can 
pray that people won’t ignore God and will choose to 
obey Him.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together 2 Chronicles 7:14. Then sing “I Will Hear.”
LEADER • God made this promise to Solomon many years 

before Judah ignored God’s prophets and was 
captured. God’s people did not humble themselves 
or cry out to God for forgiveness and help. In a way, 
this promise points to Jesus. When we repent of sin 
and ask Jesus to save us, God forgives us! God fills 
believers with the Holy Spirit and begins to heal the 
damage sin causes. 

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • Let’s sing praises to our good God.
Sing together “Once and For All.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Father, thank You for having a plan to fix the 

brokenness of sin. We know that we cannot earn 
the salvation You give, so we praise You for giving it 
freely. Help us love and obey You. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• Key Passage Poster
• “I Will Hear” song

• “Once and For All” 
song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: Judah Taken Captive
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Chronicles 36
STORY POINT: Judah ignored God’s prophets and was captured.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Chronicles 7:14
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How did God plan to fix what sin broke? Before 

He created the world, God planned to send the Messiah to save sinners.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Invite volunteers to say the key passage from memory. 
Praise each kid’s effort and encourage all kids to continue 
practicing the verse. Then, use sticky notes to cover the key 
passage poster. Say the verse as a group, only uncovering 
words if the kids get stuck. 
SAY • Great job! Our key passage helps us understand God’s 

desire for sinners to turn away from sin and toward 
Him. Our sin damages us, the people around us, and 
even the world. How did God plan to fix what sin 
broke? Before He created the world, God planned 
to send the Messiah to save sinners. 

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help kids find 
2 Chronicles 36. Discuss the Bible division 2 Chronicles is 
in (Old Testament History) and challenge the kids to name 
other books in the same division (Joshua–Esther). Then 
remind the kids that we use Bible divisions to help us 
organize the information in the Bible so that we can learn 
about God and understand what His Word teaches. Teach 
kids that God’s Word is the source of wisdom and truth.

• Key Passage Poster
• sticky notes

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. Who were the last four kings of Judah? (Jehoahaz, 

Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, and Zedekiah; 2 Chron. 36)
2. How did God’s people treat His messengers 

and prophets? (hated them and ignored them, 
2 Chron. 36:16)

3. How were God’s people punished? (Jerusalem 
was destroyed and her people taken captive, 
2 Chron. 36:17-20)

4. How does God punish sin? Lead kids to discuss the 
two ways sin will be punished. For those who believe 
in Jesus, their sin was punished through Jesus’ death 
on the cross. Help kids see that believers will not face 
punishment for sin. On the other hand, those who reject 
Jesus will face punishment for their sin. Help kids see 
that God’s loving justice means all sin must be punished, 
but God’s mercy and grace provides the way for us to 
avoid bearing that weight.

5. What happens when believers sin? Help kids 
understand that believers cannot lose their salvation. 
Guide them to see that believers will be guided by the 
Holy Spirit, who will help them love and obey God. 
Remind them that sin still has consequences and will 
damage our relationships with God and other people. 

6. When will believers be completely free from all 
sin? Help kids see that, though we are free from the 
punishment of sin, we still live in a world broken by sin. 
When Jesus returns, He will fix all that is broken and 
will restore it. He will destroy all evil.

SAY • Judah ignored God’s prophets and was captured. 
When we trust in Jesus, we are freed from sin. 
Everyone who rejects Jesus remains captive to sin. 

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Collection boxes
Distribute poster board, boxes, and markers. 

Instruct kids to decorate the posters and boxes to be used 
to gather supplies for a non-profit ministry in your area. 
Consider collecting sports equipment to donate to an inner-
city ministry, daycare, or family shelter. 

Use the posters to list needed supplies and the name of 
the ministry you are helping. Coordinate collections with 
your church staff or other appropriate ministries in the 
church. If possible, talk with parents about bringing their 
children to the place where you will donate the supplies.
SAY • Since we’ve been learning about sports ministry, 

we can plan a missions project to collect sports 
equipment to give to kids who might not have any. 
When we help others, even by giving them baseball 
gloves or footballs, we can show the love of Jesus. 
We can tell them that God has a plan for them and 
wants to give them a new life.

OPTION 2: “Mud” paint
Prepare various colors of “mud” paint by mixing washable 
tempera paint, flour, and water. Provide the kids with 
heavyweight paper, sponge brushes, and cups of water. You 
may choose to lay down drop cloths to protect floors. Use 
use smocks or oversized T-shirts to protect clothing, and 
have wet wipes on hand for cleanup.
SAY • That paint was a gloopy mess! But you made some 

beautiful pictures out of it anyway. In a way, that 
reminds us of God. Our sin makes a mess of our 
lives, but God can turn even the messiest situation 
into something beautiful for His glory and our good.

• poster board
• boxes
• markers

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
found in Teach the 
Story.

• Allergy Alert
• washable tempura 

paint
• flour
• water
• heavyweight paper
• sponge brushes
• small cups
• painting smocks 

or adult T-shirts 
(optional)

• wet wipes
• drop cloths (optional)
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Judah ignored God’s prophets and was captured. 
Although that looked like a terrible situation, God 
was using it for good—to discipline His people, and 
even to spread news of His power to people who 
did not love Him. Jesus’ death also looked like a sad 
mess, but through it God made the way for sinners 
to be saved. 

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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