
18 Babies & Toddlers Leader Guide
Christmas • Session 3

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.

Use Week of:

Christmas • Session 3
Hope in Exile

Christmas • Session 3 

Bible Story for Toddlers
God planned to send Jesus to rescue us. God’s plan was very special. God chose 
people—even people who made wrong choices—to be a part of Jesus’ family on 
earth! God chose Mary to be Jesus’ mother. Joseph was Mary’s husband, but Jesus’ 
Father is God. Mary and Joseph lived in Galilee, but they traveled to Bethlehem. 
God’s Son was born in Bethlehem, and they named Him Jesus. That night, an 
angel said to shepherds nearby, “A Savior was born in Bethlehem!” A sky full of 
angels praised God. The shepherds ran to Bethlehem and found Baby Jesus. God’s 
very own Son was born—God with us! The shepherds praised God and told 
everyone about what they had seen.

Babies Gospel Gems
 *God gave Jesus a family on earth.
 * Jesus is the Son of God, and Jesus is a man.
 * Jesus is God with us.

Jesus Was Born

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 1; Luke 2

STORY POINT: We can talk to God.

KEY PASSAGE: 1 Thessalonians 5:17-18

CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus will always 
be with us.
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BABIES ActivitiesUse Week of:

Christmas • Session 3
Hope in Exile

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to Matthew 1; 
Luke 2. Show the Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems in a soothing 
voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY • WE CAN TALK TO GOD. People prayed for God to send a Savior for a long 

time. Jesus is God with us. Jesus will always be with us. [Pray.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “If You’re Happy and You Know It”:

“ When the time was right, God sent His only Son. [Repeat.] 
Jesus came to be with us because of His great love. 
When the time was right, God sent His only Son.”

SAY • WE CAN TALK TO GOD. God’s people had prayed for Him to send a 
special King for a long time. God sent Jesus! Jesus is the Son of God, and 
Jesus is a man. Jesus is God with us.

Trace praising hands
Provide dark construction paper. Trace each baby’s hands with sidewalk chalk. 
Wipe his hands. Write Jesus is God with us on his paper. Let him decorate his 
paper with stickers. Talk about the Bible story.
SAY • Jesus is the Son of God, and Jesus is a man. Jesus is God with us. Jesus 

will always be with us. WE CAN TALK TO GOD and thank Him for Jesus.

Look for the family
Place people figures in a shallow plastic bin. Conceal the people with scarves or 
fabric scraps. Encourage babies to look for the family. Talk about the story.
SAY • Jesus is the Son of God, and Jesus is a man. God gave Jesus a family on 

earth. God sent Jesus to be with us. Jesus will always be with us. WE CAN 

TALK TO GOD to thank Him for sending His Son, Jesus.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the gospel gems and Bible-
learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read 
the key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open your Bible to Matthew 1; 
Luke 2. Show the Bible story picture as you tell the Bible story. Say the story 
point and gospel gems. Pray for the toddlers.

Host a praise parade
Use a stroller or a walking rope to go on a praise parade with the toddlers. Provide 
jingle bells or shakers for toddlers to play. Return and retell the Bible story.
SAY • Jesus is God the Son, and Jesus is a man. After the shepherds saw Jesus, 

they told everyone about Him. They went back to their fields praising 
God. WE CAN TALK TO GOD too because Jesus will always be with us.

Play out family scenes
Provide dress-up clothes, blankets, and baby dolls to play out family scenes. Retell 
the Bible story as toddlers play.
SAY • Jesus is God the Son, and Jesus is a man. God gave Jesus a family on earth. 

WE CAN TALK TO GOD and thank Him for Jesus.

Count sheep
Provide 10 large cotton balls or circles of quilt batting for toddlers to touch as you 
count aloud. Talk about how the shepherds took care of sheep. Retell the story.
SAY • Jesus is God the Son, and Jesus is a man. An angel told the shepherds Jesus 

was born to save people. Jesus is God with us. WE CAN TALK TO GOD.

Search in shaving cream
Post an allergy alert and provide painting smocks. Place figures from a toddler-
friendly manger scene in a shallow bin. Cover the figures with non-menthol 
shaving cream. Encourage toddlers to dig in the shaving cream to find the people. 
Keep a small bowl of water nearby to rinse the pieces. Retell the Bible story.
SAY • At Christmas, we celebrate that Jesus is God the Son, and Jesus is a man. 

Jesus is God with us. WE CAN TALK TO GOD and thank Him for Jesus.
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Born
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 1; Luke 2
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Thessalonians 5:17-18
STORY POINT: We can talk to God.
CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus will always be with us.

Transition activity: Make an angel ornament
Provide 1-inch construction paper circles in skin tones. Then cut out several colors 
of triangle shapes. Help toddlers glue the circle of their choice on the triange to 
make an angel. Provide crayons for toddlers to draw faces and yarn pieces to glue for 
hair. Glue the body of the angel to a spring-hinged clothespins for parents to attach 
to their Christmas tree at home. Write Jesus is God with us on each child’s ornament. 
Retell the Bible story as toddlers work.
SAY • Jesus has always been in heaven with God, and God gave Jesus a family on 

earth. God sent Jesus to be with us. WE CAN TALK TO GOD and thank Him 
that Jesus will always be with us.

Freeze and dance
Play favorite Christmas worship songs and invite toddlers to dance. After a few 
seconds, pause the music and tell toddlers to freeze. Say the story point or Christ 
connection and play again. Retell the Bible story when the game is over.
SAY • Jesus is the Son of God, and Jesus is a man. WE CAN TALK TO GOD because 

of Jesus. Jesus is God with us.

Read about Jesus
Print and assemble the “God Sent Jesus Book” printable. Read the story to the 
toddlers and point to the pictures.
SAY • WE CAN TALK TO GOD. We can praise God because Jesus is God with us.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Christ 
Connection, story point, or gospel gems throughout the week.
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