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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 14 • Session 1
The Northern Kingdom of Israel

Bible Story for Toddlers
God gave Jonah a message for the people of Nineveh: “Nineveh will be destroyed 
in 40 days.” But Jonah did not want to tell the people in Nineveh God’s message! 
Jonah got onto a boat to go far away instead. So God sent a big storm, and the 
sailors were afraid. Jonah said, “This storm is my fault. Throw me into the water 
so it will stop.” When they threw Jonah overboard, the storm stopped! God sent a 
large fish to swallow Jonah. For three days, Jonah was in the fish’s belly. God made 
the fish throw up Jonah, and Jonah went to Nineveh. The people of Nineveh were 
sorry for their wrong choices, and God forgave them.

Babies Gospel Gems
 * Jonah did not want to go to Nineveh.
 *God showed mercy to Jonah and the Ninevites.
 *God sent Jesus to show us mercy.

Unit 14 • Session 1 
Jonah, Prophet  

to Nineveh

BIBLE PASSAGE: Jonah

STORY POINT: God’s plans are good.

KEY PASSAGE: 2 Peter 3:9

CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus obeyed 
God’s plan to rescue us.
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BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to the Book of 
Jonah. Show the Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems in a soothing 
voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY • God gave Jonah a message for the people of Nineveh, but Jonah did not 

want to go to Nineveh. GOD’S PLANS ARE GOOD. God showed mercy to 
Jonah and the Ninevites. Later, God sent Jesus to show us mercy. [Pray.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “The Muffin Man”:

“ Do you know God’s plans for *you, plans for *you, plans for *you? 
Do you know God’s plans for *you? God’s plans for *you are good!”

*Substitute children’s names in subsequent rounds.
SAY • Jonah did not want to go to Nineveh. He did not want to do God’s plan 

at first. GOD’S PLANS ARE GOOD. Jesus obeyed God’s plan to rescue us.

Make a handprint whale
Paint a baby’s hand with washable blue paint and help him press his hand 
(thumb out and fingers long and close together) on heavyweight paper. Wipe his 
hand immediately. Let the thumbprint be “water spray.” Draw eyes, a mouth, 
and a tail. Write the story point on the artwork and set it aside to dry. 
SAY • Jonah did not want to go to Nineveh. He tried to run the other way! 

God sent a fish to swallow Jonah. God showed mercy to Jonah and the 
Ninevites. GOD’S PLANS ARE GOOD!

Play with people figures in water
Provide a plastic bin with an inch of water as well as toy fish and people figures. 
Allow babies to splash and play with the figures. Keep towels handy. 
SAY • God showed mercy to Jonah and the Ninevites. GOD’S PLANS ARE 

GOOD! God sent Jesus to show us mercy. 

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the gospel gems and Bible-
learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read 
the key passage card. Open your Bible to the Book of Jonah. Show the Bible story 
picture as you tell the Bible story. Say the story point and gospel gems. Pray.

Make fish art
Provide a paper plate for each toddler. Cut out a pie-shaped wedge from each 
plate. Assist the children in gluing the point of the cutout to the opposite side of 
the plate to make a tail. Glue googly eyes. Toddlers may decorate the fish with 
stickers and crayons. Write the story point on each child’s fish.
SAY • Jonah did not want to go to Nineveh to do God’s plan. GOD’S PLANS 

ARE GOOD! God showed mercy to Jonah and the Ninevites.

Practice the key passage
Lead toddlers in playing rhythm instruments. When you hold up the key passage 
card, toddlers must silence their instruments. Wait three seconds; then say the key 
passage. Older toddlers may be able to say it after you. Repeat as interest allows.
SAY • GOD’S PLANS ARE GOOD. God is patient with us. God sent Jesus to show 

us mercy. Jesus obeyed God’s plan to rescue us.

Play out the story
Provide a large blanket to drape over three sides of a table and pretend it is a fish’s 
mouth. Allow the children to go in and out of the fish’s mouth. Retell the story.
SAY • Jonah did not want to go to Nineveh. GOD’S PLANS ARE GOOD! God 

showed mercy to Jonah and the Ninevites.

Make storm sounds
Invite toddlers to sit with you in a circle and repeat what you do. Make wind 
noises with your mouth, rub your hands together, pat your knees or clap to make 
rain sounds, and stomp to make thunder. Make the storm louder and quieter. 
SAY • Jonah did not want to go to Nineveh, so God sent a storm and a fish to 

Jonah. GOD’S PLANS ARE GOOD! God showed mercy to Jonah and the 
Ninevites. Later, Jesus obeyed God’s plan to rescue us.
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: Jonah, Prophet to Nineveh
BIBLE PASSAGE: Jonah
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Peter 3:9
STORY POINT: God’s plans are good.
CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus obeyed God’s plan to rescue us.

Transition activity: Jump in and jump out
Tape a boat shape on the floor using painter’s tape. Make sure the boat shape is 
large enough for all of the toddlers to stand or sit inside. Retell the story and invite 
toddlers to take turns jumping in and out of the boat.
SAY • God gave Jonah a message for the Ninevites, but Jonah did not want to go to 

Nineveh. Jonah got on a boat going the other way instead. God sent a storm 
and a fish to stop Jonah. GOD’S PLANS ARE GOOD! God showed mercy to 
Jonah and the Ninevites. Later, Jesus obeyed God’s plan to rescue us.

Sort fish
Cut several fish shapes of various sizes and colors from construction paper. Place the 
fish shapes in an empty plastic fish bowl. Guide toddlers to take the fish out of the 
bowl and sort them by size and color. Retell the story.
SAY • GOD’S PLANS ARE GOOD. God sent a fish to swallow Jonah so Jonah would 

go to Nineveh and tell the people there to say they were sorry to God. God 
showed mercy to Jonah and the Ninevites.

Look at books about fish
Provide age-appropriate books about fish and other sea creatures. Talk about who 
made the sea creatures. (God) Retell the story.
SAY • GOD’S PLANS ARE GOOD. God sent the fish, and God showed mercy to 

Jonah and the Ninevites. Later, God sent Jesus to show us mercy.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Christ 
Connection, story point, or gospel gems throughout the week.




