
Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 10 • Session 1

BIBLE PASSAGE: 
1 Samuel 1–3

STORY POINT: God spoke to 
Hannah’s son Samuel.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Jeremiah 10:6

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
Is anything greater than God? No, God 

is greater than everything.

Hannah and 
Samuel

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(15–20 MINUTES)
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TEACH THE STORY
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LEADER Bible Study
The time of the judges was turbulent for God’s people. The Israelites had 
conquered the promised land of Canaan, but after Joshua’s death, they 
fell into a cycle of sin. This was the culture in which Hannah and her 
husband Elkanah lived. They were ordinary Israelites—Elkanah, a devoted 
worshiper of the Lord; and Hannah, a woman who wanted nothing more 
than to be a mother. But the Lord had closed her womb. (1 Sam. 1:5)

One year, when Elkanah went to make sacrifices and worship God, 
Hannah went too. She could no longer hide her grief over being childless. 
She prayed so fervently to the Lord—asking for a child and vowing to 
dedicate him to God—that Eli the priest rebuked her because he thought 
she was drunk.

God answered Hannah’s prayers, and she named her son Samuel, which 
means “requested from God.” When Samuel was old enough to wean, 
Hannah presented him to Eli. First Samuel 2 records Hannah’s triumphant 
prayer. Hannah glorified God for His sovereignty; then she went home 
with her husband, leaving Samuel to serve God under the leadership of 
Eli. 

Hannah visited Samuel each year and brought him a robe. Samuel 
faithfully served God. On the other hand, Eli’s sons—though they were 
priests—had no regard for God. They did not listen to Eli, so God rejected 
Eli’s family. This hard news came to Eli through the boy Samuel.

Review 1 Samuel 3. Note how Samuel responded to God’s call: “Speak, for 
Your servant is listening.” Today, help preschoolers identify Samuel’s role 
as God’s messenger. God called Hannah’s son to share God’s plan. Lead 
them to connect Samuel to Jesus. Samuel used God’s words to tell the 
people what God is like. John 1:1 says that Jesus is the Word. Jesus—the 
Son of God—told the world about God’s plan and showed what God is 
like.
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 Hannah and Samuel
1 Samuel 1–3

A man named Elkanah (el KAY nuh) lived with his wife Hannah in 
the hill country. Every year, Elkanah went to the tabernacle to worship 
God. Hannah went with him. Hannah would cry and not eat. 

“What’s wrong, Hannah?” Elkanah would ask. Hannah 
was sad because she did not have any children. 

Hannah wanted a family.
One day, Hannah prayed to God: 
“Lord, if You give me a son, I will 

give him to You. He will serve 
You all of his life.”

Eli the priest was sitting 
nearby. He watched Hannah 
pray. Eli thought something 
was wrong with Hannah.

“I am very sad,” Hannah 
told Eli. “I’ve been telling 
God how I feel.”

Eli said, “Go in peace. May 
God give you what you asked 

for.”
Hannah and Elkanah went 

home, and God did give her what she 
asked for! After some time, Hannah 

gave birth to a son. She named him 
Samuel.

When Samuel was old enough, Hannah took 
him to the tabernacle. “God gave me what I asked for!” Hannah said. 
Hannah worshiped God. Then she left Samuel with Eli to serve God, and 
Hannah went home. Every year, Hannah visited Samuel and brought 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use an “offstage”  
voice: Ask an adult 
leader to stand at 
the back of the room 
and call Samuel’s 
name when God calls 
out to Samuel in the 
Bible story. Consider 
prerecording the 
voice of God to use as 
a sound effect during 
the Bible story. 

• Invite a pastor 
or other church 
leader: Invite a 
pastor or other 
church leader to tell 
the Bible story to 
preschoolers. Ask 
the pastor to briefly 
tell how he helps at 
church and what a 
child could do to help 
at church. 

The BIBLE Story
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pray. Eli thought something 
was wrong with Hannah.

“I am very sad,” Hannah 
told Eli. “I’ve been telling 
God how I feel.”

Eli said, “Go in peace. May 
God give you what you asked 

for.”
Hannah and Elkanah went 

home, and God did give her what she 
asked for! After some time, Hannah 

gave birth to a son. She named him 
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When Samuel was old enough, Hannah took 
him to the tabernacle. “God gave me what I asked for!” Hannah said. 
Hannah worshiped God. Then she left Samuel with Eli to serve God, and 
Hannah went home. Every year, Hannah visited Samuel and brought 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use an “offstage”  
voice: Ask an adult 
leader to stand at 
the back of the room 
and call Samuel’s 
name when God calls 
out to Samuel in the 
Bible story. Consider 
prerecording the 
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him a new robe. God gave Hannah many more children.
Now Eli was getting old. His sons were priests in the 

tabernacle, but Eli heard that his sons were not obeying God. 
Eli asked them, “Why are you doing bad things?” But they 
did not listen to him. 

Samuel grew older and obeyed God. One night, Samuel 
was lying in the tabernacle when he heard someone’s 
voice.

“Here I am,” Samuel replied. He ran to Eli. “Here I am; 
you called me.”

But Eli did not call Samuel. Eli told Samuel to lie back 
down.

Again Samuel heard someone call him. “Samuel!” God 
called Samuel three times. Each time, Samuel ran to Eli. 
“Here I am,” he said. Eli knew it must be God. Eli told 
Samuel what to say.

Samuel lay down. God called, “Samuel, Samuel!”
This time, Samuel said, “Speak, for Your servant is 

listening.” God told Samuel that He was going to punish 
Eli’s family for disobeying Him.

The next day, Eli asked Samuel to tell him what God 
had said. Samuel was afraid because God’s message was bad 
news for Eli, but he told him anyway.

As Samuel grew, God was with Samuel, and everyone in 
Israel knew that Samuel was God’s messenger.

Christ Connection: Samuel told people what God is like and 
what He would do. Jesus, the Son of God, came to earth as a 
human. He told people about God’s plan showed the world what 
God is like.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Hannah and Samuel
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 1–3
STORY POINT: God spoke to Hannah’s son Samuel.
KEY PASSAGE: Jeremiah 10:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Is anything greater than God? No, God is greater 

than everything.

Welcome time
Play a theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Give each child an activity page and a crayon or marker. 
Point out that each picture shows only a half of the figure. 
Draw lines to match the halves.
SAY • You matched the two halves of Samuel; his mother, 

Hannah; and Eli the priest. Eli served God at the 
tabernacle. Eli saw Hannah praying in the tabernacle. 
In our Bible story today, we will hear how God 
spoke to Hannah’s son Samuel. Samuel told Eli 
what God said.

Go to the church building
Talk about ways people might travel to their church 
building. Set up chairs to resemble seats in a car, bus, 
or train. Play out driving or being passengers. Consider 
making tape roads and inviting preschoolers to “drive” toy 
cars to a church building.  

• “Greater Than 
Anything” song

• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert
• favorite toys related 

to the Bible story 
theme

• “Match the Halves” 
activity page, 1 per 
child

• crayons or markers

• chairs
• masking tape 

(optional)
• toy cars (optional)
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SAY • In today’s Bible story, we will hear what happened 
when Hannah and her husband went to the 
tabernacle. They went to worship God there. 
Hannah prayed and told God that she was sad.

Collage with gift wrap
Cut baby-themed gift wrap into small pieces. Give a child 
a glue stick and paper. Demonstrate how to attach gift 
wrap pieces to the paper. Talk about babies as preschoolers 
work. Write the big picture question and answer on each 
preschooler’s paper. Mention that Hannah and her husband 
went to the tabernacle to worship. 
SAY • You made a collage with wrapping paper used to 

wrap gifts for families with new babies. In today’s 
Bible story, we will hear how Hannah prayed at the 
tabernacle and told God that she wanted to have a 
baby. She promised God that if she had a son, she 
would let him serve God in the tabernacle. Later, 
God answered Hannah’s prayer. She had a baby boy 
and named him Samuel. Is anything greater than 
God? No, God is greater than everything. 

Transition to tell the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, turn the lights 
off and on, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Sing the following words to the tune of “For He’s a Jolly 
Good Fellow” : “I like to learn from the Bible / I like to 
learn from the Bible / I like to learn from the Bible / I know 
its words are true.”

• baby-themed gift 
wrap 

• scissors (adult use)
• glue sticks
• construction paper
• marker

Option: Print 
the big picture 
question and 
answer on adhesive 
labels before the 
session. Place a 
label on each child’s 
completed collage.

• countdown video 
(optional)
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TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Hannah and Samuel
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 1–3
STORY POINT: God spoke to Hannah’s son Samuel.
KEY PASSAGE: Jeremiah 10:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Is anything greater than God? No, God is greater 

than everything.

Introduce the Bible story
Place a bookmark at 1 Samuel 1 in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • The Bible is God’s Word, and all the stories in it are 

true! Today’s Bible story is found in the Old Testament 
Book of 1 Samuel. The Old Testament tells about the 
things that happened before Jesus lived on the earth.  

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline. 
Remind children that all the stories in the Bible fit together 
to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story of 
how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus. 

Watch or tell the Bible story
Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.
SAY • God answered Hannah’s prayer and gave her baby 

Samuel. When Samuel was older, he went to live at 
the tabernacle where he helped Eli the priest. How 
wonderful that God spoke to Hannah’s son Samuel! 
Samuel told Eli what God said, and Eli learned 
what God planned to do. God’s Son, Jesus, also told 
people about God’s plan. Jesus showed the world 
what God is like. 

• Bible 
• bookmark
• Giant Timeline

• Story Point Poster
• “Hannah and Samuel” 

video (optional)
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
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Practice the key passage 
Place the key passage marker at Jeremiah 10:6. Invite a child 
to open your Bible to the key passage. Read the key passage 
aloud. Create motions for preschoolers to use as they say the 
key passage. Use the key passage song video for inspiration. 
SAY • God used a young boy like Samuel to get His 

message to Eli the priest. There is no one like our 
great God!

Sing the key passage song, “You Are Great,” and the theme 
song, “Greater Than Anything.”

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Our great God gave Hannah a son. Our great God 

spoke to Hannah’s son Samuel. Our great God 
used Samuel to tell what God is like. Our great God 
sent His Son, Jesus, not just to tell us what God 
is like, but to show us what God is like. Is there 
anything greater than God? No, God is greater 
than everything. 

Missions moment
Tell preschoolers you need to make a few important 

phone calls. Pretend to talk on your phone and use the 
“Who’s Calling Script” for your conversation. Invite 
preschoolers to guess with whom you are talking.  
SAY • Did you know some people living in the Amazon 

Jungle of South America do not have cell phones? 
Most only talk to people who live in their village. 
Many of them have not even heard of Jesus. 

Pray the gospel message will get to the Amazon people.

Pray and transition to experience the story

• Key Passage Marker 
• Key Passage Poster
• “You Are Great” song
• “Greater Than 

Anything” song

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• “Who’s Calling? 
Script” printable
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EXPERIENCE The Story

SESSION TITLE: Hannah and Samuel
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 1–3
STORY POINT: God spoke to Hannah’s son Samuel.
KEY PASSAGE: Jeremiah 10:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Is anything greater than God? No, God is greater 

than everything.

Say messages through tubes
Give a child a piece of paper. Demonstrate how to roll it 
into a cylinder and tape it closed. Whisper a message to a 
child through the tube. Retell segments of the Bible story 
to a child by speaking through the tube. Invite boys and 
girls to whisper what they remember about Samuel. Open a 
Bible to 1 Samuel 3 and point to the name Samuel.
SAY • Here is the place in the Bible where we hear that 

God spoke to Hannah’s son Samuel while he was 
lying down in the tabernacle. Samuel listened to 
God’s message and told Eli what God said. Samuel 
told people what God is like. Jesus showed people 
what God is like. 

Make and taste baby food 
Post an allergy alert before the session. Cut apart the 
“Emotion Cards” and place them in the bag. Invite a child 
to choose a card and look at the expression on the child’s 
face. Ask the child to tell about a time she felt that way. 
Mention someone in today’s Bible story that may have felt 
that way also. Recall segments of today’s Bible story each 
time a card is chosen.

Wash hands. Give each child a bowl and a plastic 
fork. Peel ripe bananas and place half a banana in each 

• Bible (marked at 
1 Samuel)

• paper
• clear tape 

• Allergy Alert
• “Emotion Cards” 

printable
• scissors (adult use) 
• gift bag or basket
• foam bowls
• plastic forks
• plastic spoons
• ripe bananas
• applesauce
• napkins
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child’s bowl. Show children how to use the fork to mash 
their banana. Serve mashed bananas and applesauce to 
preschoolers. Encourage boys and girls to taste the food that 
a baby might eat. 
SAY • In today’s Bible story, Hannah was sad because she 

did not have any children. She went to the tabernacle 
with her husband and prayed God would give her 
a son. God gave Hannah what she asked for, and 
she named her baby boy Samuel. As Samuel grew, 
God used him to tell people about God’s plan. Jesus 
also told people about God’s plan. Is there anything 
greater than God? Jesus wanted people to know the 
answer. No, God is greater than everything.

Sew a robe
Use the template to cut robe shapes out of craft foam sheets. 
Punch holes around the robe’s perimeter. Print the story 
point onto each robe. Show a child how to sew by inserting 
a chenille stem through a hole. Bend the stem and continue 
moving it through the holes around the robe. Show the 
Bible story picture poster. Point to the robe and mention 
that when Samuel lived at the tabernacle with Eli, his 
mother would visit him there.
SAY • Samuel’s mother made a new robe and gave it to 

him each time she visited. She knew that her son 
was serving God by living with Eli at the tabernacle. 
One evening when Samuel was resting, God spoke 
to Hannah’s son Samuel and gave him a message 
to give to Eli the priest. Samuel told Eli what God 
would do. Jesus also told people about God’s plan. 
God planned to rescue people from sin through 
Jesus’ life and death.

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• “Robe Template” 
printable, 1 copy

• craft foam sheets
• scissors (adult use) 
• hole punch
• chenille stems
• permanent marker

Option: Write the 
story point on 
a piece of tape 
attached to each 
robe. After the 
session, remove 
the tape and save 
the “Sewing Robes” 
for reuse in Unit 11, 
Session 2.
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Paint and worship
Print the key passage at the top of a sheet of paper for each 
child. Open the Bible to Jeremiah 10:6. Point to the key 
passage and read it. Point to the words on a child’s paper as 
you say them. 

Add paint to the center of a foam plate. Suggest a child 
paint a picture under the key passage of something they can 
thank God for (family, church, food, pet). Play worshipful 
music as boys and girls paint.  
SAY • Hannah and her husband worshiped God at the 

tabernacle. Hannah prayed there and asked God to 
give her a baby boy. When God answered her prayer 
and gave her a son, she thanked God because of how 
great He is. Is there anything greater than God? No, 
Hannah knew that God is greater than everything.

Find hidden treasure
Wrap a Bible in kraft paper. Mark an X on one 

side. Hide the Bible in the room. Invite preschoolers to 
work together to find the “hidden treasure.” Say cold when 
the children are far away from the Bible and hot when they 
are near it. Once the treasure has been found, unwrap to 
reveal the Bible. Open the Bible to Jeremiah 10:6, and 
read it aloud. Consider allowing preschoolers to take turns 
hiding and finding the Bible.
SAY • Remember the people who live in hard to reach 

places in the Amazon Jungle? God is great and 
powerful. He knows where each and every one of 
those people live. God wants everyone to hear the 
gospel. God is helping missionaries take the gospel to 
the jungle so the people there can learn God is great 
and His name is great in power.

• Bible
• construction paper
• marker 
• foam plates
• washable paint
• paintbrushes
• wet wipes
• smocks
• “You Are Great” song 

(optional)
• “Greater Than 

Anything” song 
(optional)

• Bible 
• kraft paper
• black marker
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Snack and review
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Wash hands and gather preschoolers for snack time. Pray, 
thanking God for the snack.

Serve a snack. Remind preschoolers that Hannah would 
cry and not eat when she was so sad she did not have any 
children. Hannah asked God to give her a son, and God 
gave her what she asked for. Hannah took her son Samuel 
to serve God at the tabernacle. God spoke to Hannah’s son 
Samuel and told Samuel what He planned to do.  

Show the Bible story picture as you ask the following 
questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed. 

1. Why was Hannah sad when she and her husband 
went to the tabernacle? (She had no children.)

2. What did Hannah ask God for? (a son)
3. What did Hannah name the baby boy God gave her? 

(Samuel)
4. Who spoke to Samuel when he was resting? (God 

spoke to Hannah’s son Samuel.)
5. Is anything greater than God? No, God is greater 

than everything.

Transition 
When preschoolers finish their snack, they may color the 
Bible story coloring page, play a simple game to practice the 
key passage or big picture question, or sing along to the key 
passage or theme song.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert
• paper cups and 

napkins 
• snack food
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster

• Bible Story Coloring 
Page

• crayons 
• Key Passage Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• “You Are Great” song
• “Greater Than 

Anything” song
• Big Picture Cards 

for Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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