
16 Babies & Toddlers Leader Guide
Unit 11 • Session 1

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 11 • Session 1
Great King David

Unit 11 • Session 1 

Bible Story for Toddlers
A man named Jesse from Bethlehem had eight sons. God chose to anoint, or 
pour oil on, the youngest—David, a shepherd boy—to be king after Saul. Later, 
David’s brothers went to fight against the Philistines. A Philistine giant named 
Goliath made all of Saul’s army afraid! David was not afraid to fight Goliath. 
“The God who helped me keep my sheep safe from lions and bears will keep me 
safe too,” David said. David went to battle Goliath with his sling and five stones. 
Goliath made fun of David, but David said, “The Lord will defeat you!” When 
David slung his sling, God made David’s stone hit Goliath right in the forehead! 
The Philistines ran away. After that, Saul asked David to serve in his palace.

Babies Gospel Gems
 *God chose David to be king after Saul.
 *God gave David power to fight Goliath.
 * Jesus has power to fight sin and death.

David Was Anointed

BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 16–17

STORY POINT: Jesus is our King.

KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 145:13a

CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus gives us 
victory over sin and death.
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BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies. Open your Bible to 1 Samuel 16. Show the 
Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems. Read the key passage card. 
SAY • God chose David to be king after Saul. God gave David power to fight 

Goliath. JESUS IS OUR KING. Jesus gives us victory over sin and death. 
[Pray.]

Sing a hymn
Sing the first verse of “Fairest Lord Jesus.” If you are unfamiliar with the tune, 
look it up online before class.

“ Fairest Lord Jesus! Ruler of all nature! 
O Thou of God and man the Son! 
Thee will I cherish, Thee will I honor. 
Thou, my soul’s glory, joy, and crown.”

SAY • God chose David to be king after Saul. David loved God, and God was 
with him, but a greater King was coming. JESUS IS OUR KING.

Gather “stones”
Gently place babies on their tummies. Set beanbags, balls, or rolled socks within 
arm’s reach of the babies for them to grasp. Monitor babies closely to make sure 
they are comfortable on their stomachs.
SAY • God gave David power to fight Goliath. David gathered five stones, but 

he only needed one because God was with him. JESUS IS OUR KING. 
Jesus has power to fight sin and death.

Anoint with oil
Post an allergy alert. Use a cotton ball to dab baby oil onto a baby’s hand and rub 
it in. You may also use a vinyl baby doll. Talk about the Bible story.
SAY • God chose David to be king after Saul. In Bible times, a king was 

anointed with oil, which was poured on him. JESUS IS OUR KING.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the gospel gems and Bible-
learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read the key 
passage card. Open your Bible to 1 Samuel 16. Show the Bible story picture as 
you tell the Bible story. Say the story point and gospel gems. Pray for the toddlers.

Make shield art
Cut heavyweight paper into a shield shape for each toddler. Provide stickers, 
jumbo crayons, and adhesive foam shapes for toddlers to decorate their shields. 
Write the story point on each toddler’s shield. Retell the story.
SAY • God chose David to be king after Saul. God gave David power to fight 

Goliath. Jesus gives us victory over sin and death. JESUS IS OUR KING.

Look at a sensory box
Before class, print extra unit 11 Bible story pictures to tape to a box. Use this box 
throughout the unit. Place sensory items for toddlers to explore, such as eight 
people figures or craft sticks with smiling faces, a sealed plastic jar of oil, a foam 
sword, and a sling with paper wad “stones.” Retell the Bible story as toddlers play.
SAY • David was a young boy when God chose David to be king after Saul. God 

wanted a king who would love Him. JESUS IS OUR KING.

Measure Goliath
Before class, measure 9 feet against a wall and mark it with a sticky note. Measure 
the children’s height against the same wall in comparison. You may also measure 
adult helpers to show children how big Goliath truly was. Retell the story.
SAY • David was not afraid because he trusted God. God gave David power to 

fight Goliath. JESUS IS OUR KING. Jesus has power to fight sin and death.

Move like an animal
Invite toddlers to move on the ground like sheep, lions, and bears. Encourage 
toddlers to make animal noises too. Retell the Bible story.
SAY • God helped David keep his sheep safe from lions and bears. God gave 

David power to fight Goliath. JESUS IS OUR KING who gives victory over 
sin and death. 
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: David Was Anointed
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 16–17
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 145:13a
STORY POINT: Jesus is our King.
CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus gives us victory over sin and death.

Transition activity: Paint with oil
Post an allergy alert. Provide colorful construction paper for each toddler. Show 
toddlers how to dip their cotton swab in a foam plate of baby oil and paint the oil 
on their paper. Keep towels handy in case of spills. Briefly retell the Bible story.
SAY • God chose David to be king when David was young. Samuel the prophet put 

oil on David’s head to show he would be king. Later God gave David power 
to fight Goliath. Jesus has power to fight sin and death. JESUS IS OUR KING.

Sling stones
Place soft foam balls inside long clean socks or stockings. Demonstrate how to 
whirl the sling overhead and then release the sock to try and get it in a basket. Invite 
toddlers to sling “stones” into the basket one at a time. Make sure children have 
plenty of room. Retell the Bible story.
SAY • God gave David power to fight Goliath with just a sling and a stone. David 

was not afraid because he loved and trusted God. JESUS IS OUR KING. Jesus 
gives us victory over sin and death.

Play with water
Provide a shallow bin with an inch of water. Give preschoolers various cups to 
practice scooping water and pouring it. Keep towels handy in case of spills.
SAY • Samuel poured oil on David’s head to show he would be king after Saul. 

JESUS IS OUR KING. Jesus has power to fight sin and death.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Christ 
Connection, story point, or gospel gems throughout the week.
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