
12 Babies & Toddlers Leader Guide
Unit 10 • Session 3

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 10 • Session 3
Samuel and King Saul

Unit 10 • Session 3 

Bible Story for Toddlers
The Israelites wanted a king like the people around them. God told Samuel, 
“The people do not want Me to be their King. Give the people a king.” God told 
Samuel to look for a man named Saul to make him king. Saul was strong and 
handsome; he looked like a good king! But Saul did not obey God. God told Saul 
to fight King Agag and destroy everything, but Saul kept the best animals. Samuel 
asked, “Why did you not obey God?” Saul said, “I did obey! I kept the best things 
to give to God!” Samuel said, “Does God want gifts or does He want you to obey 
Him? God does not want you to be king anymore.” God was going to choose a 
new king who loved Him. 

Babies Gospel Gems
 *God’s people wanted a king to lead them.
 *Saul was the first king of Israel.
 *God sent Jesus to be our Savior and King.

Israel’s First King

BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 8–15

STORY POINT: God is greater than anything.

KEY PASSAGE: Jeremiah 10:6

CHRIST CONNECTION: King Jesus obeyed 
God in everything He did.
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BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 1 Samuel 8. 
Show the Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems in a soothing voice. Read 
the key passage card. 
SAY • God’s people wanted a king to lead them, but they already had a king—

God! GOD IS GREATER THAN ANYTHING. Later, God sent Jesus to be 
our Savior and King. [Pray for the babies.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “The Farmer in the Dell”:

“ God is our great King. God is our great King. 
He promised to send His only Son. 
God’s greater than anything!”

SAY • GOD IS GREATER THAN ANYTHING. God’s people wanted a king to lead 
them. Saul was the first king of Israel, but he did not obey God. Later, 
God sent Jesus to be our Savior and King. King Jesus obeyed God in 
everything He did. 

Wear a crown
Gather a toy or paper crown. Sit a baby on your lap and help her wear her 
crown. Hold a hand-size mirror so she can see her reflection. 
SAY • GOD IS GREATER THAN ANYTHING! God’s people wanted a king to lead 

them. Later, God sent Jesus to be our Savior and King.

Shake a scepter
Wrap an empty paper towel tube in gold foil and fill it with small beads. Tightly 
seal the ends of the tube with duct tape. Encourage babies to take turns holding 
the scepter and shaking it. Talk about how a king uses a scepter.
SAY • GOD IS GREATER THAN ANYTHING. Saul was the first king of Israel. 

Later, God sent Jesus to be our Savior and King.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the gospel gems and Bible-
learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read 
the key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open your Bible to 1 Samuel 8. 
Show the Bible story picture as you tell the Bible story. Say the story point or 
gospel gems. Pray for the toddlers.

Make crowns
Give each toddler a sentence strip. Help her tape her crown to fit and cut off any 
excess. Toddlers may decorate their crowns with stickers, crayons, or washable ink 
pads to make fingerprint jewels. Write the Christ connection on each crown.
SAY • God’s people wanted a king to lead them. Saul was the first king of Israel, 

but he did not always do what was right. King Jesus obeyed God in 
everything He did. GOD IS GREATER THAN ANYTHING.

Practice the key passage
Provide a calendar and invite toddlers to flip through it to look at the pictures and 
dates. Stick the key passage card in the calendar. When a child finds it, say the key 
passage and invite toddlers to repeat it after you.
SAY • Calendars are useful for telling us what is coming up. Our key passage 

reminds us that God sent Jesus to be our Savior and King, and His 
kingdom will never end. GOD IS GREATER THAN ANYTHING.

Dress up like a king or queen
Provide toy crowns, jewel-toned scarves, bracelets and costume jewelry, and other 
items for toddlers to play out being kings and queens. Retell the Bible story.
SAY • God’s people wanted a king to lead them. GOD IS GREATER THAN 

ANYTHING. Later God sent Jesus to be our Savior and King.

Read about God’s plan
Print and assemble the “God’s Plan for Me Book.” Read the book to toddlers. 
Talk about God’s plan for Saul, and talk about God’s plan for them. Tell the story.
SAY • Saul was the first king of Israel, but he did not always obey God. GOD IS 

GREATER THAN ANYTHING, and nothing can stop His plans. 
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: Israel’s First King
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 8–15
KEY PASSAGE: Jeremiah 10:6
STORY POINT: God is greater than anything.
CHRIST CONNECTION: King Jesus obeyed God in everything He did.

Transition activity: Make a mural
Tape a large sheet of paper to the table or a wall at toddler’s height. Provide 
crayons and stickers for toddlers to decorate a mural. Write the story point, Christ 
connection, or the third gospel gem across the mural so parents can see it. Retell the 
Bible story.
SAY • Israel did not have a king because God was their leader. God’s people wanted 

a king to lead them. GOD IS GREATER THAN ANYTHING, but God chose a 
king for them—Saul. Later God sent Jesus to be our Savior and King.

Work puzzles
Print an extra copy of the Bible story picture and cut it into zigzag strips. Encourage 
toddlers to reassemble the puzzle. Point to the people pictured as you retell the story. 
SAY • Saul was the first king of Israel, but he did not always obey God. God 

decided He would choose a new king who loved Him. GOD IS GREATER 

THAN ANYTHING. King Jesus obeyed God in everything He did.

Play “The King Says”
Play a version of “Simon Says.” Instead of obeying tasks given by Simon, they must 
listen and do only the tasks that follow “The king says.” Perform the motions with 
the toddlers and gently correct any errors. Play several rounds; then retell the story.
SAY • We have to obey people in charge. King Jesus obeyed God in everything He 

did. GOD IS GREATER THAN ANYTHING.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Christ 
Connection, story point, or gospel gems throughout the week.
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