
8 Babies & Toddlers Leader Guide
Unit 10 • Session 2

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.

Use Week of:

Bible Story for Toddlers
The Israelites went to battle against the Philistines, and the Israelites lost! They 
were confused. Maybe if they brought the ark of God to the battlefield, they 
would win. Eli’s sons took the ark to the battlefield, and the Israelites cheered. 
But the Israelites did not win the battle, and the Philistines took the ark! The 
Philistines put it next to a statue they worshiped. In the morning, the statue was 
bowing to the ark of God! They picked up the statue. The next morning the 
statue was broken. The Philistines put the ark of God on a cart pulled by two 
cows. They put gold gifts on the ark, and the cows took the ark of God back to 
Israel. 

Babies Gospel Gems
 *The Israelites took the ark of God to battle.
 *The Philistines took away the ark of God.
 *God is more powerful than anything or anyone.

Unit 10 • Session 2 
The Ark Was 

Captured

BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 4–6

STORY POINT: God is greater than anything.

KEY PASSAGE: Jeremiah 10:6

CHRIST CONNECTION: God sent His Son, 
Jesus, to be with His people forever.

Unit 10 • Session 2
Samuel and King Saul
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BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 1 Samuel 4. 
Show the Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems in a soothing voice. Read 
the key passage card. 
SAY • GOD IS GREATER THAN ANYTHING. When the Philistines took away the 

ark of God, they soon learned that God is more powerful than anything 
or anyone! [Pray for the babies.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “The Farmer in the Dell”:

“ God is our great King. God is our great King. 
He showed He is the one true God. 
God’s greater than anything!”

SAY • The Israelites took the ark of God to battle to help them win. They forgot 
that GOD IS GREATER THAN ANYTHING. God’s plan is what is most 
important. Later God sent His Son, Jesus, to be with His people forever.

Make art about God
Use painter’s tape to spell GOD on heavyweight paper for each baby. Provide 
painting smocks to protect clothing. Help babies press moistened sponges onto 
watercolor palettes, and then press the sponges onto their paper. Keep wipes and 
towels handy for cleanup. When the art is dry, remove the tape.
SAY • GOD IS GREATER THAN ANYTHING. The Philistines took away the ark of 

God. They learned that God is more powerful than anything or anyone.

Play with boxes
Provide lightweight boxes with lids or nesting cubes for babies. Open the boxes 
and let the babies look inside. Explain the ark was a box with special items in it.
SAY • The Israelites took the ark of God to battle. God is not inside a box. No 

box can hold God! GOD IS GREATER THAN ANYTHING!

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the gospel gems and Bible-
learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.

© 2019 LifeWay



10 Babies & Toddlers Leader Guide
Unit 10 • Session 2

TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read the key 
passage card. Open your Bible to 1 Samuel 4. Show the Bible story picture as you 
tell the Bible story. Say the story point and gospel gems. Pray for the toddlers.

Make and squish statues
Before class, make different statues out of play dough. Ask toddlers if those statues 
can hear, see, or help people. Guide them to squish the statues. Toddlers may then 
use the play dough to make whatever they’d like. Retell the story.
SAY • God is more powerful than anything or anyone. GOD IS GREATER THAN 

ANYTHING. God sent His Son, Jesus, to be with His people forever.

Knock down the statue
Wrap an empty 2-liter bottle in yellow paper and draw a face on it. Stand up the 
statue. Give the toddlers balls to knock over the statue. Retell the Bible story.
SAY • The Philistines took away the ark of God and put it with the statue they 

worshiped. God made their statue fall down! GOD IS GREATER THAN 

ANYTHING. God is more powerful than anything or anyone.

Capture the ark
Place a yellow block on the table behind you. Invite toddlers to take turns trying 
to capture the ark without your tagging them. Retell the story.
SAY • The ark of God showed that God was with His people. The Israelites took 

the ark of God to battle. They thought they could use it to win. GOD IS 

GREATER THAN ANYTHING. He does what He pleases.

Make animal noises
Explain to toddlers that you are going to call out various animals, and they will 
make the sounds those animals make. Play several rounds. Be sure to call out cows 
last. Retell the Bible story.
SAY • Great job knowing your animal sounds! The Philistines took away the ark 

of God, but they sent it back with two cows. The Philistines learned that 
GOD IS GREATER THAN ANYTHING!
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: The Ark Was Captured
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 4–6
KEY PASSAGE: Jeremiah 10:6
STORY POINT: God is greater than anything.
CHRIST CONNECTION: God sent His Son, Jesus, to be with His people forever.

Transition activity: Sing an action song
Lead the toddlers to sing and perform the hand motions to “My God Is So Big.” If 
you are not familiar with the song or hand motions, check them out before class. 
SAY • The Israelites took the ark of God to battle. They tried to make God do what 

they wanted! GOD IS GREATER THAN ANYTHING. The Philistines took the 
ark of God. God showed that He is more powerful than their statue.

Push and pull a cart
Carefully use scissors to make two holes in the front of a medium-sized box. Thread 
and knot rope through the holes to make a harness. Place a few items in the “cart” 
and invite toddlers to take turns pushing and pulling it. Retell the story.
SAY • The Philistines took the ark of God. GOD IS GREATER THAN ANYTHING. 

The Philistines learned that God is more powerful than anything or anyone. 
They sent the ark back in a cart with gifts for God inside it.

Take a walk
Use a stroller or walking rope to lead toddlers on a path in or around your church. 
You may also travel within your room if you cannot leave it. Review the Bible story.
SAY • The Israelites took the ark of God to battle, and the Philistines took away the 

ark of God! They brought it to their temple and then quickly sent it back to 
Israel! GOD IS GREATER THAN ANYTHING. God sent His Son, Jesus, to be 
with His people forever.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Christ 
Connection, story point, or gospel gems throughout the week.
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