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GOD GAVE SOLOMON WISDOM
1  K I N G S  2 – 3

KEY PASSAGE:
Exodus 34:6-7

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:
What is mercy? Mercy is when God does not give us the punishment that we deserve.

CHRIST CONNECTION: 
Solomon was a wise king who wanted to do God’s plan. Solomon wasn’t 
perfect, but God had a plan to give His people a greater and wiser king—His 
Son, Jesus. Jesus completely trusted God. Jesus surrendered His own life to 
die on the cross for our sin.
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PREPARE 

P R I O R  T O  T E A C H I N G  T H E  S E S S I O N

LEADER LEADER Bible Study
What exactly do you pray for the next 

generation? When you ask God to move and 
work in the coming generations, what is it 
that you are asking Him to do?

You may hope for them to be good and 
productive citizens. It may be that you hope 
to see them make good decisions, marry the 
right person, and raise a godly family. It may 
be that you hope they will become committed 
to the local church and even show evidence 
of their love for God in how they serve 
others.

In 1 Kings 2, we see an incredible example 
of how to pray for the next generation. 
Whether your own kids, your future kids, 
the kids you are investing in through 
your church, or others that you influence, 
consider David’s desire. David’s hope for his 
son demonstrates what we ought to hope and 
pray for the next generation.

The first four verses of 1 Kings 2 contain 
David’s dying words to his son Solomon. 
David knew his days were few, and he took 
the opportunity to call Solomon to what he 
knew would be best. Ultimately, David told 
Solomon to grow into a godly man who is 
faithful to the Lord in every way. Specifically, 
David called Solomon “to walk in his ways 
and to keep his statutes, commands, 
ordinances, and decrees.”

When you think about the way you pray 
for the next generation, does it sound like 
this? Does it sound like the words of a father 
who knows his child’s only hope is to trust 
in God and follow Him faithfully? Do our 
prayers for the next generation stem from a 
heart that looks toward eternity and kingdom 
growth?

We should want what God wants for 
our own lives and the lives of the next 
generation, who we are investing in. Our 
hope should be that future generations 
would faithfully follow God as they grow into 
godly people who are faithful to the Lord in 
every way.

PEOPLE TO 
KNOW

Solomon: tenth son of 
David and the second 
son of Bathsheba, 
Solomon became the 
third king of Israel 
and reigned 40 years 
about 1000 BC. The 
name Solomon means 
“peace.”

God Gave Solomon Wisdom
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GATHER GATHER Supplies
Keep a regular supply of the following items available at all times:  Bibles, pens or pencils, 
markers, crayons, colored pencils, scissors, glue or tape, paper.

WELCOME

Activity Page
  F “Seek It” activity page

Session Starter (Option 2)
  F construction paper
  F items to hide, 5 per 
team

LEARN

Introduce the Session
  F countdown video 

Big Picture Question
  F Big Picture Question 
Poster

Review the Timeline
  F Giant Timeline

Tell the Bible Story
  F “God Gave Solomon 
Wisdom” video

  F Bible Story Picture 
Poster

Questions from Kids
  F “Unit 12, Session 1” 
questions from kids 
video

Missions Moment
  F “The Mouras in 
Massachusetts” 
missions video

  F world map

Key Passage Activity
  F Key Passage Poster
  F “The LORD 
(Exodus 34:6-7)” 
song

  F worship song of your 
choice (optional)

LOVE

Review & Bible Skills
  F Small Group Timeline 
and Map Set 
(optional)

LIVE

Activity Choice (Option 1)
  F “USA vs. Brazil 
Poster” printable

  F sticky notes

Activity Choice (Option 2)
  F Big Picture Question 
Poster

Reflection and Prayer
  F Bible Story Coloring 
Page (optional)

PREPARE 

P R I O R  T O  T E A C H I N G  T H E  S E S S I O N



Transition from WELCOME to LEARN
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WELCOME WELCOME Kids
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect the offering, fill out attendance 
sheets, build relationships, and help new kids connect to your group.

SAY   If you could ask God for one thing, what would it be? [Allow responses.] In today’s Bible 
story, we’ll discover what King Solomon asked God to give him. 

ACTIVITY PAGE (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete “Seek It” on the activity page.

SAY   In the maze you completed on the activity page, you were searching for the word wisdom. 
Wisdom is ‘learning how to live each day in a way that pleases God.’ Today, we will learn about a 
time Solomon asked God for wisdom. 

SESSION STARTER (10 minutes)

      OPTION 1: SOLOMON MAY I?            

Play a version of “Mother, May I”? In this 
version, the “mother” will be “Solomon.” The 
other players will be Solomon’s subjects. 
The subjects must ask Solomon for various 
things. For example, they can ask to borrow 
2 cattle or take 10 goats to the market. 
Solomon will either grant or change their 
requests. 

Line up Solomon’s subjects, shoulder to 
shoulder, about a foot apart. Solomon will 
stand in front of the subjects. He will call on 
one of his subjects by name and give him 
instructions to move forward. The subject 
must then say, “Solomon, may I ...” and 
make a request. If the request is granted, 
he can move forward two steps. The first 
subject to reach Solomon becomes the new 
Solomon.

SAY   During today’s Bible story, you’ll 
learn that God gave Solomon wisdom to rule 
Israel. We all need wisdom to know how to live 
for God. God is happy when we ask Him for 
wisdom. 

      OPTION 2: MAP IT OUT

Form two teams of kids. Distribute a set of 
markers to each team. Send teams outside 
the room, one team at a time. While they’re 
outside the room, the other team must hide 
its items. Once the items have been hidden, 
invite the team back inside and repeat these 
actions for the opposite team. 

Instruct teams to draw a map of the 
room with clues to show the other team 
where to find the hidden objects. Offer to 
help younger kids draw their map. Explain 
that they shouldn’t make the clues too 
obvious. Allow teams to use the maps to 
find the hidden objects.

SAY   The maps guided you to find the 
hidden items. Wisdom guides us to know how 
to please God. God gave Solomon wisdom 
when he asked for it. And now, God has given 
us wisdom through His Word, the Bible. 

WELCOME
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LEARN 

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

INTRODUCE INTRODUCE the Bible Story
INTRODUCE THE SESSION (3 minutes)

Show the countdown video as you transition to introduce the Bible story. Set it to end as the 
session begins.

SAY   Welcome back! It’s great to see you! Did any of you bring a Bible today? [Allow responses 
and distribute Bibles to any kids who need one.] We study the Bible because it is God’s Word. It’s 
important to read the Bible to know how God wants us to live. 

Have you ever been stumped on a test question? It would have been nice to have the answer key in 
front of you, right? God gave Solomon more than an answer key. He gave Solomon wisdom! Wisdom 
helps us know how to live in a way that pleases God. We will hear more about God’s wisdom in 
today’s Bible story.  

BIG PICTURE QUESTION (1 minute)

SAY   Are you ready to learn a new big picture question and answer? Our big picture question 
is, What is mercy? Mercy is when God does not give us the punishment that we deserve. We will 
learn today, how even with all the wisdom in the world, Solomon still needed God’s mercy. Solomon’s 
wisdom did not mean that he was without sin. We need God’s mercy, too. Our sin separates us from 
God, but God gives His mercy so that we can live with Him forever.   

REVIEW THE TIMELINE (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as you review.

SAY   We’ve been going through the Bible chronologically to see the order of how things happened. 
Most recently, we learned about King David. God chose David to be king of Israel. David fought 
Goliath and won. God loved David and made a covenant with him. Later, David sinned, but God was 
good to give him grace. David was forgiven. Today’s Bible story focuses on David’s son, Solomon. 
Solomon became king after his father. Let’s discover more!   
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LEARN 

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

LEARN LEARN the Bible Story
TELL THE BIBLE STORY: VIDEO OR STORYTELLER (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to 1 Kings 2–3. Use the Bible storytelling tips to help you tell 
the story, or show the Bible story video “God Gave Solomon Wisdom.” Use the 
bold text to retell or review the story.

GOD GAVE SOLOMON WISDOM
  David was the king of Israel for many years. His son Solomon was going to 

be king after Him. Before King David died, he gave Solomon some instructions.

“Be strong and brave, Solomon,” David said. “Obey God, and you will be 
successful. God will keep His promise that every king of Israel will come from our 
family.” 

When David died, Solomon became the king of Israel. One night, God 
appeared to Solomon in a dream. God said, “Solomon, ask for anything you 
want, and I will give it to you.”

Anything? A king might have asked to live a long life or to have lots of riches. 
Solomon could have asked God to give him victory over all his enemies. But Solomon 
did not ask to be rich or to have a long life. Solomon wanted to be a good king, 
so he asked for something even better.

Solomon prayed, “God, I am young, and I do not know very much about being 
a king. Please make me wise and obedient to You. Help me know the difference 
between right and wrong. Help me lead Your people well.”

God was happy with Solomon’s request. God said, “I will give you wisdom. In 
fact, I will make you more wise and understanding than anyone who has ever lived. 
No one in the future will ever be as wise as Solomon.”

God also said, “Because you asked for wisdom, I will also give you what you 
did not ask for: long life, riches, and honor. You will be greater than any other 
king during your lifetime.”

Then Solomon woke up. He praised God and offered sacrifices to worship 
Him.

Christ Connection: Solomon was a wise king who wanted to do God’s plan. 
Solomon wasn’t perfect, but God had a plan to give His people a greater and wiser 
king—His Son, Jesus. Jesus completely trusted God. Jesus surrendered His own life to 
die on the cross for our sin.  

STORYTELLING TIPS
Use a visual aid: Fold 
up a piece of copy 
paper. Hold it in your 
hand like a staff as 
you tell the story. In 
those days, kings held a 
staff that showed their 
authority. Solomon was 
king and had authority 
to rule God’s people.

Use hand motions: At 
several points in today’s 
Bible story, encourage 
the kids to stroke their 
chins in a downward 
motion as if pulling 
an imaginary beard. 
Sometimes, people who 
are thinking will stroke 
their chins. Solomon had 
to make wise decisions 
because he ruled an 
entire kingdom. This 
required lots of thinking 
and careful planning. 
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LEARN 

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY

SAY   Could you imagine becoming king or queen right now? [Allow responses.] When we 
typically think of kings, we don’t think of a kid. Solomon was not a kid, but he was young and 
inexperienced. A king has a lot of responsibilities. Before King David died, he said to his son, ‘Be 
strong and brave, Solomon.’ King David knew these qualities would be important for Solomon as he 
took on the role of king.

When Solomon became king, God appeared to him. He told Solomon that he could ask for anything 
he wanted. What would you have asked for? Riches? Popularity? All the candy you could eat? 
[Allow responses.] Solomon knew better. Though he was young, he took his responsibility seriously. 
So, he asked God for wisdom. Solomon knew he would need it, because ruling was not going to be 
easy. And do you know what? God was pleased! Not only did God give Solomon wisdom, He gave 
Solomon a long life, riches, and honor. Best of all, God promised to never leave Solomon. God’s 
promised presence is better than a million dollars any day! We may not be kings or queens, but we 
can still ask God for wisdom. God is generous and will allow us to know how to live in a way that’s 
pleasing to Him.  

CHRIST CONNECTION

SAY   Solomon was a wise king who wanted to do God’s plan. Solomon wasn’t perfect, but God 
had a plan to give His people a greater and wiser king—His Son, Jesus. Jesus completely trusted God. 
Jesus surrendered His own life to die on the cross for our sin.   

(Tip: Use Scripture and the guide provided to explain how to become a Christian. Make sure 
kids know when and where they can ask questions.)

QUESTIONS FROM KIDS (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 12, Session 1” questions from kids video. Prompt kids to discuss:

1. Will God give you wisdom if you ask for it?

2. How can you use the wisdom that God gives you?

MISSIONS MOMENT (3 minutes) 

SAY   Some American missionaries stay close to home to teach people about Jesus. Did you know 
that missionaries from other countries serve in the United States too? Victor and Ludmila Moura 
came to the U.S. from Brazil. 

Lead kids to locate Brazil on a world map. Then play the missions video.

SAY   Why did the Mouras come to the U.S. to be missionaries? (When they visited, they realized 
that lots of Brazilians who need to know Jesus live in the United States.)

When people move to America making friends or finding a church can be difficult. Victor realized 
that Brazilian churches were needed in America. 



Transition from LEARN to LOVE
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LEARN 

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

Ask a volunteer to pray for the Mouras and their church in Boston.

KEY PASSAGE ACTIVITY (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead kids in reading aloud Exodus 34:6-7 together.

SAY   God was gracious to Solomon, giving him more than he even asked for. He is a kind and 
loving God to us, too.   

Guide kids to form a circle. Encourage them to snap while they say the first word of the 
verse. Lead kids to say the first two words of the verse, snapping each time they say a word. 
Continue, adding another word of the key passage each time. Once the kids say the entire 
key passage, encourage them to “clap” by snapping their fingers. Lead kids to sing “The Lord 
(Exodus 34:6-7).” You may also choose to sing a worship song of your choice.

PRAY (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before transitioning to Love.

SAY   God, we thank You for giving good gifts. Thank you for giving Solomon the gift of wisdom so 
he could rule Your people. Give us wisdom, too. Amen.   



Transition from LOVE to LIVE
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LOVE 

T H E  G O D  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

LOVE LOVE God by Applying the Story
REVIEW & BIBLE SKILLS (5 minutes)

Distribute Bibles. Guide boys and girls to open their Bibles to 1 Kings 2–3. Explain that the 
Book of 1 Kings is a part of the larger story about Israel’s kings found in the books of 1 and 2 
Samuel, 1 and 2 Kings, and 1 and 2 Chronicles. Turn to the table of contents to locate 1 Kings 
which comes after 2 Samuel.

Choose a volunteer to read aloud 1 Kings 2:1-2, or ask the kids to follow along as you 
read the verses. Consider pointing out the location of Israel (G9) on the Old Testament 
Mediterranean Map. 

SAY   Solomon, King David’s son, was going to be king of Israel after his father died. God gave 
Solomon a chance to ask God for anything he wanted. Because Solomon was young and didn’t have 
any experience leading as king, Solomon asked God for wisdom. God was happy with Solomon’s 
request and gave him things he did not ask for too. Solomon praised God and worshiped Him.  

GROUP DISCUSSION (10 minutes)

Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss.

SAY   What did David tell Solomon before he died?  

Guide kids to recall that King David told Solomon to be strong and brave. After his father’s 
death, Solomon was about to take on the role of king. He needed to be both strong and brave 
for the task ahead.

(Option: Choose a volunteer to read 1 Kings 2:2.)

SAY   Why did Solomon ask God for wisdom?  

Remind kids that Solomon was young and didn’t know much about being a king, except what 
he saw from his father, King David. He wanted to know how to tell the difference between 
right and wrong. 

(Option: Choose a volunteer to read 1 Kings 3:7-9.)

SAY   How can we gain wisdom and desire it more than anything else?  

Encourage kids that, just like Solomon, we can ask God to give us wisdom. Reading the Bible 
can help us to learn how to live each day in a way that pleases God. The Holy Spirit lives in 
Christians and helps us desire to know more about living to please God.
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LIVE 

T H E  M I S S I O N  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

LIVE LIVE the Mission
ACTIVITY CHOICE (10 minutes)

      OPTION 1: COMPARE BRAZIL     

Before the session, use sticky notes to cover 
each of the Brazil squares on the poster.

SAY   When Victor and Ludmila Moura came 
to America, they had to adjust to a new way of 
life. Let’s see how much you know about how 
life is different in Brazil than it is in the United 
States. 

Display the prepared poster. Point out the 
colors on the American flag. Ask kids what 
colors are on the Brazilian flag. Lift the 
sticky note to reveal the flag.

Compare commonly spoken languages 
(English in America vs. Portuguese in 
Brazil), most popular sports (football in 
America vs. soccer in Brazil), and comfort 
food (mashed potatoes in America vs. 
feijoada [fay jow AH duh]—a black bean 
stew—in Brazil).

SAY   Imagine how neat it was for Brazilians 
in Boston to learn that the Mouras had started 
a church especially for them. 

      OPTION 2: THE PAIRS HAVE IT!          

Provide each kid with a piece of paper and a 
pen or pencil. Instruct kids to draw pictures  
of things they can do to gain wisdom. If kids 
are having trouble coming up with ideas of 
what to draw, remind them that God’s Word 
is a good place to start in gaining wisdom.

SAY   We can gain wisdom by reading the 
Bible. God gave Solomon the wisdom to lead 
His people. God will give you wisdom to live 
in a way that pleases God, and that begins by 
trusting in Him as Savior. Jesus surrendered 
His own life to die on the cross for our sin. He 
completely trusted in God, His Father, to give 
Him wisdom. You can trust God to give you 
wisdom, too. 

REFLECTION AND PRAYER (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper and pencil to each kid. Ask the kids to write about or draw a 
picture to answer the following questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?

• Who can I tell about this story?

Be sure to send the sheets home with the kids along with the activity pages so parents can 
continue to discuss the Bible story with their kids. If time remains, take prayer requests or 
allow kids to complete the Bible story coloring page. Pray for your group.




