Use Week of:

Unit 6 • Session 2

The Tabernacle
Was Built
BIBLE PASSAGE:
Exodus 35–40
STORY POINT: God told His people
to build the tabernacle.
KEY PASSAGE:
Exodus 15:2a
BIG PICTURE QUESTION:
What is worship? Worship is celebrating
the greatness of God.

INTRODUCE THE STORY

TEACH THE STORY

EXPERIENCE THE STORY

(15–20 MINUTES)

(10–15 MINUTES)

(20–25 MINUTES)
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-bysession help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.
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LEADER Bible Study
Thirteen of the last sixteen chapters of the Book of Exodus contain
instructions for building the tabernacle. The word tabernacle means
“dwelling place.” The tabernacle was a portable tent where God met with
His people. God wanted to dwell among them. (See Ex. 29:45-46.)
Moses had been on the mountain talking with God for 40 days. God
wrote the Ten Commandments, the words of the covenant, on tablets.
When Moses returned to the camp, he called all of the Israelites together
and gave them the instructions God had given him. (Ex. 24:3-4)
God’s directions for building the tabernacle were very detailed. God
was not trying to burden the people; He was trying to show them His
holiness and absolute authority. God appointed Bezalel and Oholiab
to oversee the building of the tabernacle, giving them wisdom,
understanding, and craftsmanship. Every skilled person “whose heart
moved him” eagerly worked on the tabernacle of the Lord. (See
Ex. 35:30-35; 36:1-6.)
God gave the Israelites the tabernacle as a visual picture of His dwelling
with them. The tabernacle—and later the temple that replaced it—was
a temporary place for God’s glory to dwell until the coming of Christ.
(2 Cor. 4:6) Every part of the tabernacle was designed to illustrate God’s
relationship with His people.
Jesus is the New Testament fulfillment of the Old Testament tabernacle.
John 1:14 says that “the Word became flesh and took up residence
among us.” Jesus made His dwelling with people.
As you teach preschoolers about the building of the tabernacle, show
them God’s desire to be with His people. Emphasize that Jesus was God’s
plan to bring people back to Himself. In the future, He will dwell with
us forever. (Rev. 21:3)
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The BIBLE Story
The Tabernacle Was Built
Exodus 35–40
When Moses was on the mountain with God, God said, “Tell the
Israelites to make a tabernacle for Me so that I may live with them.”
Then God gave Moses instructions for building the tabernacle, or
tent of worship. God told Moses how to build everything
that went inside it.
“Make it exactly like I show you,”
God said.
So Moses gathered all of the
Israelites together. He told
them everything God had
said, and he asked them to
bring materials to build the
tabernacle. Everyone who
wanted to give brought an
offering for the tabernacle.
People brought gold jewelry;
blue, purple, and scarlet yarn;
fine linen and goat hair; animal
skins; wood; oil; spices; and
gemstones.
God gave two men, Bezalel
(BEHZ uh lehl) and Oholiab (oh
HOH lih ab), special skills for building
and creating things. Bezalel, Oholiab, and
all the skilled people worked together to
build the tabernacle for God.
People kept bringing offerings of what they had. Pretty soon, the
workers told Moses, “The people are bringing more than enough. We
don’t need all of this to build the tabernacle as God instructed.” So
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Moses told the Israelites to stop bringing their offerings.
Bible
Storytelling Tips
Everyone working on the tabernacle built it just as God
had said. The tabernacle had a wooden frame and places to • Bring an offering:
hang the curtains and the roof of the tent.
Invite children to
Inside the tabernacle, the people made a veil. They made bring you the items
they chose from the
an ark, a table, a lampstand, and many other parts. Every
materials bin during
part had its special purpose and was made just as God
“Introduce the Story”
at the appropriate
had said.
moment in the Bible
When the time came, God told Moses how to set up the
story. You may also
tabernacle. God told him how to anoint, or pour oil on, the choose two children
tabernacle to make it holy. God told Moses to bring Aaron to act as Bezalel and
Oholiab, receiving the
and his sons to the entrance of the tabernacle. Aaron put
offerings and trying
on the holy clothing that the workers made, and Moses
to build with them.
anointed him to be priest. Aaron’s sons were anointed to
• Listen for it:
serve God as priests, too.
Guide preschoolers
Moses did exactly what God commanded, and the
to listen for the
tabernacle was finished. God was in a thick cloud. God
word “tabernacle.”
Every time they hear
made a sign for the people: If the cloud covered the
tabernacle, the people would stay where they were. When “tabernacle,” lead
preschoolers to put
the cloud lifted from the tabernacle, the Israelites would
their hands over their
move and take the tabernacle with them. The cloud of
heads, shaped like
a roof.
the Lord was on the tabernacle during the day, and fire
was inside the cloud at night. All of the Israelites could
see it as they traveled.
Christ Connection: God told the people of Israel to build a
tabernacle where God would meet with His people. God wants
to be with us. As part of His plan to save people from sin, God
sent Jesus to earth to “tabernacle,” or live with us.
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INTRODUCE the Story
The Tabernacle Was Built
BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 35–40
STORY POINT: God told His people to build the tabernacle.
KEY PASSAGE: Exodus 15:2a
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is worship? Worship is celebrating the
greatness of God.
SESSION TITLE:

Welcome time
• “Guide Me, O Thou
Great Jehovah” song
• offering basket
• Allergy Alert
download
• favorite toys related
to the Bible story
theme

Play a theme song in the background as you greet
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures.
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

• “Complete the
Pattern” activity
page, 1 per child
• markers or crayons

Guide preschoolers to circle the item that comes next to
complete the pattern.
SAY • Good job finishing each pattern. Last week, we
learned not to worship like the Israelites who made
a golden calf. This week, we will learn how God
did want the Israelites to worship Him. In our
Bible story today, God gave Moses very specific
instructions about how to make a beautiful place
for God to meet with His people. Now we can meet
with God anywhere because of Jesus!

Activity page

Show what you can do
Invite preschoolers to show off something special they
can do. Make simple suggestions such as jumping high or
twirling around. Praise each child’s efforts.
SAY • Wow, God made each of you to do some special

146

Preschool Leader Guide
Unit 6 • Session 2
© 2018 LifeWay

things! There are two very talented men in our Bible
story today, too. God gives every person special skills
to do work that worships Him. What is worship?
Worship is celebrating the greatness of God. Listen
to our Bible story to hear what job God had for these
men that celebrated His greatness!

Match places of worship
Print two copies of “Places of Worship” on heavyweight
paper and cut apart. Lay the cards face down in a grid on
the table. Invite a child to turn over two cards in search of
a match. If successful, she may keep the pair of matching
cards. If not, turn the cards back over. Allow another child
to take a turn, and continue play until preschoolers find
all the matches. Consider keeping the cards face-up for
younger preschoolers.
SAY • What do you see on these cards? Lots of different
church buildings! People gather in these buildings
to worship God. What is worship? Worship is
celebrating the greatness of God. This one that
looks like a tent is called the tabernacle, and it is
where the people of Israel gathered to worship God.
We’ll learn more about it in our Bible story today!

• “Places of Worship”
printable, 2 copies
• heavyweight paper
• scissors (adult use)

Transition to teach the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them
• countdown video
(optional)
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy.
Provide a bin of materials such as fake gold jewelry; blue,
purple, and scarlet yarn; linen; faux fur and animal skins;
smooth wood; spices; and fake gemstones that children may
choose an item from to bring as an offering to Bible study.
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TEACH the Story
The Tabernacle Was Built
BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 35–40
STORY POINT: God told His people to build the tabernacle.
KEY PASSAGE: Exodus 15:2a
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is worship? Worship is celebrating the
greatness of God.
SESSION TITLE:

Introduce the Bible story
• Bible
• bookmark
• Giant Timeline

Place a bookmark at Exodus 35 in your Bible. Invite a
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • The Bible is God’s true word, written by trustworthy
people like Moses. Our Bible story today comes from
Exodus, right after last week’s Bible story about how
God’s people worshiped a golden calf.
Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline.
Remind children that all the stories in the Bible fit together
to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story of
how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

Tell or watch the Bible story
• Story Point Poster
• “The Tabernacle
Was Built” video
(optional)
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
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Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story
for young preschoolers.
SAY • Even after they disobeyed Him by worshiping a
golden calf, God told His people to build the
tabernacle because He wanted to live with them!
God had forgiven His people for their sin. This time
God’s people happily obeyed. They brought more
than enough offerings, and they built the tabernacle
exactly like God said. God sent Jesus to earth because
He wants to live with us even though we sin.
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Practice the key passage
Cut out the key passage marker and place it at Exodus 15:2.
Invite a volunteer to come up and open your Bible to the
key passage. Read the key passage aloud. Assign the first
phrase to the girls and the latter phrase to the boys. Invite
each group of children to say their phrase in turn, then
switch.
SAY • Our key passage says that God is our salvation,
meaning He saves us from sin. God is so kind; He
makes me want to sing like our verse says!
Sing the key passage song, “He Has Become My Salvation,”
and the theme song “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah.”

• Key Passage Marker
• Key Passage Poster
• “He Has Become My
Salvation” song
• “Guide Me, O Thou
Great Jehovah” song

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY

• God told His people to build the tabernacle, or
tent of worship. What is worship? Worship is
celebrating the greatness of God. God wants to be
with us. As part of His plan to save people from sin,
God sent Jesus to earth to “tabernacle,” or live with
us. He is worth celebrating!

• Big Picture Question
Poster

Missions moment
• Because of Jesus, we no longer have to meet • “Ganbaru” missions
video
with God in a tabernacle. God sent Jesus to meet
with us. This is good news! Today, most believers
gather as a church to study the Bible together, but
not all churches look the same! Watch this video to
see how God made it possible for a missionary family
in Japan to start a church in an unlikely place.
Play the “Ganbaru” missions video.
SAY

Pray and transition to experience the story
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Tabernacle Was Built
BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 35–40
STORY POINT: God told His people to build the tabernacle.
KEY PASSAGE: Exodus 15:2a
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is worship? Worship is celebrating the
greatness of God.
SESSION TITLE:

Decide the purpose
• common classroom
items

Hold up a pencil and ask a child what its purpose is.
Continue with several other common classroom items,
asking children how each is correctly used. Include silly
questions like “Do we eat crayons for snack?”
SAY •Every item in our classroom has a good purpose,
just like every item in the tabernacle. God told His
people to build the tabernacle, an ark, a table, a
lampstand, and many other parts. Every part had a
special purpose and was made just as God had said.
Each little detail shows us something about God’s
holiness and His desire to be with us, just like Jesus!

Make offering containers
• clean, empty cartons
or jars
• markers
• stickers
• construction paper
• blunt-tipped scissors
• glue sticks
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Provide clean, empty cartons or jars for children to
decorate. Explain that they can use these containers for
collecting any money they would like to offer to God.
Consider designating a special purpose for the offering such
as global missions or a local ministry. Contact parents about
the special offering.
SAY • God told His people to build the tabernacle. So
Moses gathered all of the Israelites together. He told
them everything God had said, and he asked them
to bring materials to build the tabernacle. Everyone
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who wanted to give brought an offering for the
tabernacle. We can bring our offerings when we
gather as a church so more people can hear about
Jesus!

Look at books about construction

• books about

Set out a variety of books featuring construction scenes,
construction
tools, and vehicles. Read a book as a child shows interest.
Point out that modern-day construction equipment was not
available when the tabernacle was built.
SAY • God told His people to build the tabernacle. Many
people gave materials. Skilled people worked together
to build it. The tabernacle was a place where God
would meet with His people. God wants to be with
us. As part of His plan to save people from sin, God
sent Jesus to earth to “tabernacle,” or live with us.

Build a tabernacle
Provide materials for building a tent big enough for a
leader and several children to fit inside. Consider using
a blanket or large sheets of paper draped over a table and
a bin of “tabernacle offerings” such as fake gold jewelry;
blue, purple, and scarlet yarn; linen; faux fur and animal
skins; smooth wood; spices; and fake gemstones. Give some
specific instructions to the children but also allow some
creativity. Then sit inside the tent with the children, review
the Bible story, and pray.
SAY •God told His people to build the tabernacle where
God would meet with His people. God wants to be
with us. As part of His plan to save people from sin,
God sent Jesus to earth to “tabernacle,” or live with
us. Now we can meet with God anywhere, like this
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• blanket or large
sheets of paper
• table
• tabernacle materials
bin (fake gold
jewelry; blue, purple,
and scarlet yarn;
linen; faux fur
and animal skins;
smooth wood;
spices; and fake
gemstones)
• Bible
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pretend tabernacle that we built in our classroom!

Move through an obstacle course
• chairs, 2
• string
• hula hoop
• painter’s tape
• jump rope
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Set up an obstacle course. Place two chairs back to
back with about a foot in between them. Tie a string from
one chair to the other. Place a hula hoop next to the chairs.
Use painter’s tape to make a straight line about four feet
long next to the hula hoop. Finally, stretch a jump rope out
next to the hula hoop. Make sure each “station” has enough
space to complete the tasks.
Form a line near the chairs. Explain that each child
will have a turn to move through the obstacle course.
Demonstrate how to move through the obstacle course in
the following steps:
1. Crawl under the string.
2. Jump with two feet in and out of the hula hoop.
3. Balance across the tape line.
4. Jump over the jump rope.
Allow the first child in line to begin. Once that preschooler
has completed the first two obstacles, you may send the
next preschooler in line. Urge preschoolers to encourage one
another as they complete the course.
SAY • Good job overcoming those obstacles! Remember
that the Japanese word ganbaru (GAHN bah roo)
means “to overcome.” God told His people to build
the tabernacle, and God made the Jones family want
to start a church in Japan. The Joneses often heard
people say how hard it would be to start a church
in that country, but God helped them overcome the
obstacles. Now they have started a church in their
pediatrician’s office.
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Snack and review
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities.
Wash hands and gather preschoolers for snack time. Pray,
thanking God for the snack.
Instruct children to take turns adding one scoop each
of various snack items to a large bowl and stir. Serve the
trail mix for snack. Talk about how following instructions
is important when preparing recipes so the food will taste
right. Following God’s instructions is even more important
so that we honor God! Everyone working on the tabernacle
built it just as God had said.
Show the Bible story picture as you ask the following
questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed.
1. What did God tell His people to build? (a tabernacle)
2. Who built the tabernacle? (skilled people)
3. When would the Israelites move and take the
tabernacle with them? (when the cloud of the Lord
lifted from the tabernacle)
4. Who came to earth to “tabernacle,” or live with us?
(Jesus)
5. What is worship? Worship is celebrating the
greatness of God.

Transition
When preschoolers finish their snack, they may color the
Bible story coloring page, play a simple game to practice the
key passage or big picture question, or sing along to the key
passage or theme song.
If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture
cards for families.
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• countdown video
(optional)
• Allergy Alert
download
• paper cups and
napkins
• snack food
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Big Picture Question
Poster
• trail mix ingredients
(optional)

• Bible Story Coloring
Page
• crayons
• Key Passage Poster
• Big Picture Question
Poster
• “He Has Become My
Salvation” song
• “Guide Me, O Thou
Great Jehovah”
song
• Big Picture Cards
for Families: Babies,
Toddlers, and
Preschoolers
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