
Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.
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INTRODUCE THE STORY 
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(25–30 MINUTES)
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Easter • Session 2

Easter • Session 2

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Matthew 26–28

STORY POINT:  
Jesus died on the cross to pay for  
sin and rose again to defeat death.

KEY PASSAGE:  
Deuteronomy 31:8

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
How can we glorify God? We can glorify 
God by loving Him and obeying Him.

Jesus’ Crucifixion 
and Resurrection
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LEADER Bible Study
The events leading up to Jesus’ death were terrifying for the disciples. 
Judas, their supposed friend, betrayed their Lord. Jesus was arrested, 
beaten, and killed. Though Jesus had plainly told the disciples that He 
would die and rise again on the third day, they did not understand. In fact, 
they were afraid to ask about it. (See Mark 9:31-21.) They had believed 
that Jesus was the One who would rescue God’s people, but how could He 
if He was dead?

Then, on the third day, Jesus rose from the dead. When Mary Magdalene 
and the other Mary went to the tomb, Jesus wasn’t there. An angel of the 
Lord appeared. The guards were so afraid, that they fainted. But the angel 
said to the women, “Don’t be afraid.” The angel reassured the women 
that Jesus’ body hadn’t been stolen; in fact, “he has risen, just as he said” 
(Matt. 28:5-6).

The women left the tomb with fear (perhaps because they did not fully 
understand what was happening) and great joy (because they had heard 
Jesus was alive!) to tell the disciples the news. As they were leaving, Jesus 
also greeted them: “Do not be afraid.” 

Fear exists when there is a perceived danger or threat. When Jesus rose 
from the dead, He eliminated the threat of eternal separation from God 
for all who trust in Him. Even real dangers like suffering and persecution 
need not be feared because nothing—neither life nor death—can separate 
us from the love of God that is in Jesus. (Rom. 8:38-39)

Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection are not the end of the story, but the 
center of it. As you teach kids this Bible story, emphasize the gospel: the 
good news of who Jesus is and what He has done. We deserve to die 
because of our sin, but Jesus died in our place. Because Jesus is alive, we do 
not need to fear anything. Those who trust in Jesus have forgiveness and 
eternal life, and we can joyfully obey Him.

121Conquering the Land

© 2018 LIfeWay



Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection
Matthew 26–28

Jesus and His disciples went to a garden called Gethsemane 
(geth SEM uh nih). Jesus prayed, “Father! If it is possible, take this 
suffering from Me. But only if it is part of Your plan.”

Suddenly Judas arrived with a large crowd. Judas 
betrayed Jesus by kissing Him so the crowd 

would know who Jesus was. The crowd 
grabbed Jesus and arrested Him.

Jesus was led to the high 
priest. The religious leaders 

were trying to find a reason to 
kill Jesus, but they could not. 
The high priest asked, “Are 
You the Messiah, the Son of 
God?” Jesus replied, “Yes, 
that’s right.”

The high priest said, “He 
has spoken against God! He 
deserves to die!” The religious 

leaders refused to believe that 
Jesus was God’s Son.

In the morning, the religious 
leaders led Jesus to Pilate, the 

governor. “Are You the King of the 
Jews?” Pilate asked.

“Yes, that’s right,” Jesus replied.
“What should I do with Jesus?” Pilate asked the 

crowd. “Crucify Him!” they answered. Pilate did not think Jesus had 
done anything wrong, but he handed Jesus over to them.

The governor’s soldiers put a scarlet robe on Jesus. They made a 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use dramatic 
conversation: 
Vary your voice for 
the dialogue of 
different people. For 
example, use one 
voice for Jesus and 
another voice for 
Pilate.

• Use lighting 
effects: Begin 
telling the story with 
a somber voice with 
the lights dimmed. 
After describing the 
Jesus’ resurrection, 
use a cheerful voice 
and cue an adult 
volunteer to raise the 
lights.

The BIBLE Story
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Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection
Matthew 26–28

Jesus and His disciples went to a garden called Gethsemane 
(geth SEM uh nih). Jesus prayed, “Father! If it is possible, take this 
suffering from Me. But only if it is part of Your plan.”

Suddenly Judas arrived with a large crowd. Judas 
betrayed Jesus by kissing Him so the crowd 

would know who Jesus was. The crowd 
grabbed Jesus and arrested Him.

Jesus was led to the high 
priest. The religious leaders 

were trying to find a reason to 
kill Jesus, but they could not. 
The high priest asked, “Are 
You the Messiah, the Son of 
God?” Jesus replied, “Yes, 
that’s right.”

The high priest said, “He 
has spoken against God! He 
deserves to die!” The religious 

leaders refused to believe that 
Jesus was God’s Son.

In the morning, the religious 
leaders led Jesus to Pilate, the 

governor. “Are You the King of the 
Jews?” Pilate asked.

“Yes, that’s right,” Jesus replied.
“What should I do with Jesus?” Pilate asked the 

crowd. “Crucify Him!” they answered. Pilate did not think Jesus had 
done anything wrong, but he handed Jesus over to them.

The governor’s soldiers put a scarlet robe on Jesus. They made a 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use dramatic 
conversation: 
Vary your voice for 
the dialogue of 
different people. For 
example, use one 
voice for Jesus and 
another voice for 
Pilate.

• Use lighting 
effects: Begin 
telling the story with 
a somber voice with 
the lights dimmed. 
After describing the 
Jesus’ resurrection, 
use a cheerful voice 
and cue an adult 
volunteer to raise the 
lights.

crown of thorns and put it on His head. Then they mocked 
Him: “Here is the King of the Jews!” They beat Jesus and 
led Him away to be killed.

The soldiers nailed Jesus to a cross. They put a sign 
above His head that said This Is Jesus, The King Of The 
Jews. Two criminals were crucified next to Him.

Darkness covered the land. Jesus cried out, “My God, 
why have You forsaken Me?” Jesus shouted again and then 
He died. Suddenly, the curtain in the temple sanctuary split 
in two, from top to bottom, and there was an earthquake. 
One of the guards said, “This man really was God’s Son!”

Jesus was buried in a tomb. A stone was sealed in 
front of the tomb so that no one could steal Jesus’ body.

On the third day, Mary Magdalene (MAG duh leen) 
and the other Mary went to the tomb. Suddenly there 
was an earthquake. An angel of the Lord rolled back the 
stone and sat on it. The guards were so afraid that they 
fainted. The angel spoke to the women, “Don’t be afraid! 
I know you are looking for Jesus. He is not here. He has 
risen, just like He said He would.”

The women left the tomb quickly. They ran to tell the 
disciples the good news. Just then Jesus greeted them. 
The women worshiped Him. “Don’t be afraid,” Jesus told 
them. “Tell My followers to go to Galilee. They will see 
Me there.”

Christ Connection: The death and resurrection of Jesus is 
the center of the gospel. We deserve to die because of our sin, but 
Jesus died in our place. Because Jesus is alive, we do not need 
to fear anything. Those who trust in Jesus have forgiveness and 
eternal life, and we can joyfully obey Him.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26–28
STORY POINT: Jesus died on the cross to pay for sin and rose again to defeat 

death.
KEY PASSAGE: Deuteronomy 31:8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How can we glorify God? We can glorify God by 

loving Him and obeying Him.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to talk about times 
they did something difficult to help a friend. What did they 
do? How did it feel to help their friend?
SAY • Choosing to help a friend is a great thing to do. 

Sometimes it can be hard to make that choice if 
you know helping the friend could be hard or cause 
trouble for you. Today we will learn about Jesus, who 
did something incredibly hard and painful to help 
people—He died on a cross.

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Have No Fear” activity page. 
Ask the kids to rank the different things they might be 
afraid of from least scary to most scary.
SAY • Some things in life are scary, like dark rooms, 

dangerous animals, or feeling lost. Today we are 
going to learn about a time Jesus faced a scary 
situation so that He could give us victory and the 
ability to face our fears with God’s help.

• “Have No Fear” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers

124 Younger Kids Leader Guide
Easter • Session 2

© 2018 LIfeWay



Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: In-out-in
Use tape to mark a line down the center of your room. 
Explain to the kids that one side represents in and the other 
represents out. Ask the kids to stand near or on the line. 
Call out different scenarios and invite the kids to jump to 
the side that represents where they’d want to be.

Suggested scenarios:
• There’s a shark coming; are you in or out of the boat?
• It’s summertime; are you in or out of school?
• It’s raining; are you in or out of the house?
• Jesus died; is He in or out of the grave?

SAY • That last one was a bit tricky. Jesus died on the cross 
and was buried, so you might say “in the grave.” But 
on the third day, Jesus rose again! So He ended up 
out of the grave! I’ll tell you more about it soon.

OPTION 2: Place swappers
Set up a circle of chairs. Make sure you have one chair for 
each kid in your group. Select one kid to stand in the center 
of the circle and ask the rest to sit in the chairs. There 
should be one empty chair where the kid standing in the 
middle could sit. His goal is to sit in an empty chair. The 
kids already sitting must shift left or right to fill the empty 
chair to keep the kid from sitting. 
SAY • To succeed at that game, you had to change places 

to keep our friend from sitting down. Today we will 
learn about the time Jesus “changed places” with us. 
He took punishment we deserved so we could have 
life with God that He deserved.

Transition to teach the story

• tape

• chairs, 1 per kid
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters carrying a chess trophy.]
LEADER • Hey, everyone! I am the newest chess champion 

for our entire region. I could hardly believe it when I 
won. It was such a challenging match. My opponent 
was really clever and crafty, but I caught her off 
guard in the last few moves of the game. For a bit, it 
seemed like I was definitely going to lose, but then 
things changed. I managed to get my last pawn to 
her back row, promoted it to a queen, and made a 
comeback to checkmate her king.

You know, with any kind of competition, winning 
feels really great. It’s not nearly as fun to lose, but 
it’s important to learn how to be kind and humble 
whether you win or lose. One way I try to stay 
positive even if I’m losing is to remember that no 
victory in a game or sport is as important as the 
victory we experience through Jesus. Because of 

• countdown video

• leader attire
• chess trophy

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26–28
STORY POINT: Jesus died on the cross to pay for sin and rose again to defeat 

death.
KEY PASSAGE: Deuteronomy 31:8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How can we glorify God? We can glorify God by 

loving Him and obeying Him.
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Jesus, no matter how many chess games I might lose, 
I am still a winner because of God’s love and Jesus’ 
victory. Here, I’ll tell you all about it!

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • We have been asking one big picture question 
over the last few weeks to help us as we study God’s 
Word. Does anyone remember the question? [Allow 
responses.] Yep. How can we glorify God? And what 
about the answer? Who knows it? [Allow responses.] 
Right on! We can glorify God by loving Him and 
obeying Him. Because God created us, knows 
everything, and is perfectly good, we can give Him 
glory by loving Him. He is the most worthy of love, 
so loving Him is good. And we show our love for 
Him and trust in Him by doing as He says, obeying 
His commands.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • You may know that the Bible contains many 

different stories. However, those stories also fit 
together to tell one big story. That story is about God 
loving people despite the ways we disobey Him and 
make sinful choices. In fact, He showed His love by 
sending a rescuer to take the punishment we deserve!

Today, we are going to talk about a story that 
didn’t take place in the Old Testament, but in the 
New. This story is the center of the gospel. We 
know from stories in the Old Testament that God 
gave His people lots of victories over their enemies, 

• Giant Timeline
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especially while they were led by Joshua. Our story 
today is about the biggest and best victory God 
ever provided—victory over sin and death. And He 
provided it through His Son, Jesus. Our story is 
called “Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection.”

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Matthew 26–28. Use the Bible 
storytelling tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the 
story, or show the Bible story video “Jesus’ Crucifixion and 
Resurrection.”
LEADER • This story is the center of the Bible’s one story. 

This is like the climax, where everything in the 
history of the world turned around. After years and 
years of offering sacrifices to have forgiveness of sin, 
Jesus died to be the final and perfect sacrifice. After 
years and years of being separated from God, the 
temple curtain ripped in two to show that we could 
approach God personally. After years and years of 
people being dead in sin, Jesus rose again to bring us 
eternal life with God.

This story is absolutely the most important story 
that the world has ever known or will ever know. 
God has been telling it from the very beginning. 
Since before Adam and Eve sinned, God had a plan 
to send a Rescuer. Jesus came, He lived, He died, 
and He is alive again. Because of Jesus, we don’t have 
to fear anything—not even sin or death. We have 
victory because Jesus is victorious. This is the gospel, 
and it is good news.

• Bibles
• “Jesus’ Crucifixion 

and Resurrection” 
video

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster
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Christ connection
LEADER • Jesus died on the cross to pay for sin and rose 

again to defeat death. We deserve to die because of 
our sin, but Jesus died in our place. Because Jesus is 
alive, we do not need to fear anything. Those who 
trust in Jesus have forgiveness and eternal life, and we 
can joyfully obey Him.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Easter, Session 2” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about why Jesus rose again. Guide 
them to discuss what Jesus’ resurrection means for us in our 
everyday lives.

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

Play the “Puzzle Pieces”missions video.
LEADER • We’ve seen how God is bringing people from 

all over the world to Clarkston, Georgia. Clarkston 
International Bible Church is special because God 
has brought people from all over the world to 
worship there. God is also bringing people from 
many different countries to our own towns and cities! 
Many of these people don’t know Jesus. We can help 
others understand why the death and resurrection of 
Jesus is the center of the gospel. That’s what living 
on mission is all about. When we show Jesus’ love to 
others and tell them about the gospel, we are living 
on mission.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
Deuteronomy 31:8. Then sing “Do Not Be Afraid.”

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.

• “Easter, Session 2” 
Questions from Kids 
Video

• “Puzzle Pieces” 
missions video

• Key Passage Poster
• “Do Not Be Afraid” 

song

129Conquering the Land

© 2018 LIfeWay



LEADER • Our key passage is from the final words Moses 
spoke to the Israelites before he died. He told the 
people to be strong and courageous. He told them 
to trust God because God would fight for them. 
Moses did not rise again on the third day, but Jesus 
did! When we trust Jesus, we can be strong and 
courageous too, knowing that He has given us the 
most important victory.

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • Let’s praise God together.
Sing together “Onward, Christian Soldiers.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Father, thank You for sending Jesus to win the 

battle for us. We know that because of His death and 
resurrection, we have nothing to fear in this world. 
He has overcome the world! Help us trust You more 
each day and glorify You by lovingly obeying Your 
commands. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• “Onward, Christian 
Soldiers” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26–28
STORY POINT: Jesus died on the cross to pay for sin and rose again to defeat 

death.
KEY PASSAGE: Deuteronomy 31:8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How can we glorify God? We can glorify God by 

loving Him and obeying Him.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Write each word or phrase of the key passage on a separate 
index card. Tape the cards to the floor in a random order. 
Provide the kids with a playground ball. Challenge the 
kids to take turns rolling the ball with the goal of getting it 
to stop on one of the cards. When that happens, the kids 
collect that card. Once the kids have collected all the cards 
in this way, they must work together to put the key passage 
in order. Then take volunteers to say the key passage from 
memory. Praise each kid’s efforts and encourage them to 
continue working to memorize the verse.
SAY • Our key passage reminds us that God is always with 

His people. When we believe in Jesus, God is always 
with us too!

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help them find the Book 
of Matthew, chapters 26–28. Explain that Matthew is the 
first book of the New Testament, and part of the Gospels 
division. Clarify that the Gospels tell about Jesus’ life on 
earth—who Jesus is, what He did, and what He said while 
He was on earth, including His death and resurrection.

• Key Passage Poster
• index cards
• tape
• playground ball

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. What did Jesus pray in the garden? (He asked God to 

take the suffering away but agreed to do God’s plan no 
matter what, Matt. 26:39)

2. How did Jesus die? (He was hung on a cross, or 
crucified; Matt. 27:33-50)

3. What did the women find on the third day? (an 
empty tomb, an angel who said that Jesus rose again; 
Matt. 28:5-6)

4. Why is it important that Jesus perfectly obeyed God? 
Guide the kids to understand that Jesus could only be 
the perfect sacrifice for our sin if He was not a sinner. 
His perfect obedience is amazing and true, and it’s the 
reason His death was enough to pay for sin.

5. Why is it important that Jesus really died? Guide 
kids to understand that God demands a sacrifice for sin. 
Because we are sinners, we deserve death. If there were 
no sacrifice, God would not be perfectly just. Jesus had 
to die for us to be forgiven. (See Heb. 9:22; Rom.6:23; 
and 2 Cor. 5:21.)

6. Why is it important that Jesus rose to life? Help kids 
see that Jesus’ rising again was proof that His sacrifice 
was enough. He rose again to prove that sin and death 
were totally defeated. We have victory in Christ. (See 
1 Cor. 15:12-22.)

SAY • Jesus lived a perfect life of obedience to God. Then, 
Jesus died on the cross to pay for sin and rose 
again to defeat death. Only Jesus is the way to live 
forever with God. Through Him, we have victory 
and can live courageously for God’s glory by loving 
and obeying Him. We have nothing to fear because 
Jesus is always with us when we have faith in Him.

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Greatest gift
Provide each kid with an envelope. Invite kids to 

decorate their envelopes with crayons, markers, stickers, or 
other craft supplies. Explain that these envelopes will be 
used to collect money to give to missions. Ask kids to gather 
money, like loose change or bills donated by their friends 
or family members, and store it in their envelopes. Decide 
when you will collect the envelopes and help kids write that 
date on the outside. Remember to explain the envelopes to 
each kid’s parents or guardians at pick-up.
SAY • Jesus died and was raised from the dead to save us 

from our sins. This is the greatest gift anyone can 
receive! Missionaries all over the world and even in 
our own towns are telling people this good news! 
By giving to our church’s missions offering, we can 
support missionaries like the DeLoach family who 
live and work around the world.

OPTION 2: Gospel practice
Display a copy of the gospel plan poster. You may use one 
of the versions printed in this book or the printable. Invite 
the kids to practice saying each part with you. Consider 
making up hand motions to use to help kids remember each 
step. You may research some sign language to help develop 
the motions, or use the suggested motions below:

• God rules: Hold your hands over your head as 
though crowning yourself.

• We sinned: Cross your forearms in front of your 
body to make a large X.

• God provided: Rotate the X to make a cross shape 
with your forearms instead.

• envelopes, 1 per kid
• crayons or markers
• stickers
• other craft supplies

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
found in Teach the 
Story.

• Gospel Plan Poster
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• Jesus gives: Hold your hands together, cupped, with 
palms facing up and then extend them outward like 
giving a gift.

• We respond: Raise your hands over your head 
as though praising God or lifting your hands in 
surrender.

SAY • This is an easy way to remember the gospel so you 
can share it with others. Jesus died on the cross 
to pay for sin and rose again to defeat death. 
Everyone who believes that truth will live forever 
with God. We have nothing to fear because Jesus has 
defeated our greatest enemy!

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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