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TEACH THE STORY
Communicate the day’s Bible 

story and discover God’s 
big story.

• Big Picture Question
• Giant Timeline
• Bible Story

• Missions Moment
• Key Passage
• Sing

Say what?
Use the suggested “Say” 
dialogue to easily move 
between segments. 

• Opening Activities
• Activity Page

INTRODUCE THE 
STORY

Engage preschoolers and 
introduce the day’s 

Bible story.

• Pray for your preschoolers
• Send a parent email
• Print/download printables
• Assemble supplies
• Prepare videos

PREPARATION
Pray for your preschoolers and contact 
families during the week. Gather and 

prepare session materials.

LEADER BIBLE STUDY
Familiarize yourself with the content and 

context of the Bible story and how it relates 
to God’s plan of redemption.

Bible Study 
at a Glance



Quarterly Theme

1 room

EXPERIENCE THE STORY

Reinforce the Bible Story by engaging 
in fun activities for multiple

 learning styles.

• Activities
• Snack & Transition

Suggested times
The times provided allow you to complete the session plan in an hour. 
Lengthen or shorten the session as needed.

Make it fit Customize the session plan to fit the needs
of your church or classroom.

1)  Use “Introduce the Story” to welcome preschoolers to Bible study. Preschoolers 
may complete an activity together and/or work the activity page. 

2)  Transition to an area within your classroom that can be designated as the “Teach 
the Story” area. Watch the Bible story video or tell the Bible story. Incorporate any 
large group elements that fit your space and your time constraints.

3)  Regroup to the “Experience the Story” area by using a countdown video. Set up 
activities in one of these ways: as a group, all at the same time; in small groups 
that rotate through each activity; set up as centers, allowing preschoolers to browse 
and choose.

1 or more rooms

1)  Use “Introduce the Story” to welcome preschoolers to Bible study. Preschoolers 
may complete an activity together and/or work the activity page.

2)  Use the countdown video or other transition signal as you move your small 
group to join the other small groups in the “Teach the Story” area. Watch the 
Bible story video or tell the Bible story. Incorporate any large group elements 
that fit your space and your time constraints. 

3)  Regroup to the “Experience the Story” rooms where you will reinforce what 
preschoolers learned from the “Teach the Story” leader. Set up activities in one of 
these ways: as a group, all at the same time; in small groups that rotate through 
each activity; set up as centers, allowing preschoolers to browse and choose.

MISSIONS MOMENT 
Introduce kids to missions and encourage them to take the gospel 
to the nations with designated missions awareness activities.



BEFORE THE SESSION

1. Read the Bible story and the activity suggestions.

2. Choose activities that fit your group of babies or toddlers and 
gather the highlighted supplies.

3. Print any printables for the session, including the key passage 
cards, Bible story picture, and allergy alert.

4. Prepare the Big Picture Cards for Families: Babies, Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers to give to parents as they pick up their babies and 
toddlers, so they may reinforce the Bible story, story point, or 
gospel gems at home.

Babies & 
Toddlers 

at a Glance
TIP

Babies and toddlers will handle Bibles in each 
session. Keep hand-size Bibles in a basket or 

special bag for use each week.
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• Open the Bible and 
say that God’s words 
are true. 

• Say the gospel gems 
and story point to 
babies. 

• Read the key passage 
card. 

• Pray.

• Open the Bible and say it is 
God’s true words. 

• Tell the Bible story in your 
own words, or use the script 
provided. 

• Read the key passage and 
invite them to say it. 

• Say the story point and 
gospel gems. 

• Pray.

• Sing a Bible story song 
to a familiar tune.

• Choose from any of the four suggested 
toddler activities that best suit your 
toddlers. As toddlers work through the 
activities, say the story point or briefly 
review the Bible story. 

• Choose one or two of 
the suggested activities 
that work best for 
your babies. 

• Say the gospel gems 
and story point as 
you interact with 
babies throughout the 
session. 

Do you have a Bonus Teaching Hour? Babies learn best through repetition. Continue to 
engage babies with their favorite activities or songs from the first hour.

BABIES
Work the suggested activities in your regular routine.

TODDLERS
Work the suggested activities in your regular routine.

Do you have a Bonus Teaching Hour? Use 
the transition activity and two low-prep 
options to reinforce the Bible story and 
the story point for toddlers.
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Christmas

Session 1:
Prophets Told About Jesus’ Birth
Isaiah 7; 9; 11; Micah 5
Story Point: Prophets told about 
the Messiah.

Session 2: 
Angels Spoke to Mary and Joseph
Matthew 1; Luke 1
Story Point: God chose a family 
for Jesus.

Session 3:
Jesus Was Born
Isaiah 9; Luke 2
Story Point: Jesus brings peace 
between God and people.

Session 4:
Jesus Was Dedicated
Luke 2
Story Point: Simeon and Anna 
waited for God to send Jesus.

Session 5:
Wise Men Visited Jesus
Matthew 2
Story Point: The wise men 
worshiped Jesus.

Description:
God sent His Son, Jesus, to earth to be born as a baby in humble 
surroundings. Jesus was no ordinary baby. He was the One who 
would save God’s people from their sin. Christmas is the time 
to celebrate God’s greatest gift of His own Son, Jesus Christ. 

Key Passage: 
Galatians 4:4-5

Big Picture Question: 
Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born 
to rescue us.
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

Christmas • Session 1

BIBLE PASSAGE: 
Isaiah 7; 9; 11; Micah 5

STORY POINT: 
Prophets told about the Messiah.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Galatians 4:4-5

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
Why was Jesus born? 

Jesus was born to rescue us.

Prophets Told 
About Jesus’ Birth

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 10

TEACH THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 12

EXPERIENCE THE STORY 
(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 14

Christmas • Session 1
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1

LEADER Bible Study
When Adam and Eve introduced sin into the world, all of creation fell 
under a curse. (See Gen. 3:17-19.) We all have sinned and fallen short 
of the glory of God. We’ve inherited the curse of death from Adam. (See 
Rom. 3:23; 5:12.)

Throughout the Old Testament, the consequences of sin are obvious. 
God’s people were separated from Him; they did not enjoy the intimate 
relationship with their Creator for which He had created them. God’s 
people were affected by sickness and pain. Corruption spread quickly 
throughout the earth. The situation seemed hopeless, yet God did not 
leave His people without hope.

It was into this hopelessness that God spoke. Hundreds of messages came 
through the prophets concerning a coming Messiah—One who would 
rescue people from their sins. But when would this Promised One come? 
How would He come? Would the people recognize Him?

The prophets Isaiah and Micah—who both lived hundreds of years before 
Jesus was born—spoke specifically of the Messiah’s birth. Isaiah told King 
Ahaz what the Lord would do. “The virgin will conceive, have a son, and 
name him Immanuel” (Isa. 7:14). He described the birth of a Prince of 
Peace—a Son of David who will reign forever. (Isa. 9:6-7) Isaiah said that 
He would be a King! (Isa. 11:1-5) The prophet Micah named the specific 
town—Bethlehem—in which Jesus would be born. (Mic. 5:2)

As you teach preschoolers about the prophecies concerning Jesus’ birth, 
help them understand that everything God said about Jesus’ birth came 
true. Hundreds of years later, Jesus was born into the world. God’s plan 
to rescue people from sin was not a secret plan. God gave His people 
hope: A Savior is coming. Though death came through Adam, life comes 
through Christ. (1 Cor. 15:22) Through His death on the cross, Jesus 
finished the work for our salvation. In Him lies our hope of forgiveness 
and eternal life. Jesus reconciles to God those who trust in Him.

77 Christmas



 Prophets Told About Jesus’ Birth
Isaiah 7; 9; 11; Micah 5

Long ago, before Jesus was born, God gave messages to some 
men. These men were prophets; they told God’s messages to people. The 
messages were about things that God was going to do. The prophets 

wrote down God’s messages in the Bible. Two of the prophets 
were named Isaiah and Micah. They wrote down 

messages from God. God said that one day 
Jesus would come.

Isaiah the prophet lived hundreds 
of years before Jesus was born on 

earth. Isaiah wrote down God’s 
message about Jesus. Isaiah 
wrote that God would choose 
a woman to be Jesus’ mother. 
Jesus’ mother would not be 
married yet. Isaiah also said 
that when Jesus was born, 
one of Jesus’ names would be 
Immanuel. Immanuel means 

“God with us.”
Later, Isaiah talked about 

Jesus again, and he wrote these 
words in the Bible. Isaiah said, “A 

child will be born for us, a son will be 
given to us, and the government will be 

on His shoulders.” That meant that Jesus was 
coming, and He would be a King.

Isaiah also said, “He will be named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.” Even more names for Jesus! All 
of Jesus’ names tell us who Jesus is and what great things He would 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use scrolls: Make 
two scrolls. Open one 
scroll and pretend 
to read as you tell 
what Isaiah wrote 
about the Messiah. 
Open the other 
scroll and pretend 
to read as you tell 
what Micah wrote 
about the Messiah. 
Consider printing 
the Bible story script 
and placing it in the 
scrolls.

• Read the 
Scripture: Enlist 
adult leaders to read 
Isaiah 7:14; 9:6; 11:1-5; 
and Micah 5:2 at the 
appropriate moments 
in the Bible story.

The BIBLE Story
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 Prophets Told About Jesus’ Birth
Isaiah 7; 9; 11; Micah 5

Long ago, before Jesus was born, God gave messages to some 
men. These men were prophets; they told God’s messages to people. The 
messages were about things that God was going to do. The prophets 

wrote down God’s messages in the Bible. Two of the prophets 
were named Isaiah and Micah. They wrote down 

messages from God. God said that one day 
Jesus would come.

Isaiah the prophet lived hundreds 
of years before Jesus was born on 

earth. Isaiah wrote down God’s 
message about Jesus. Isaiah 
wrote that God would choose 
a woman to be Jesus’ mother. 
Jesus’ mother would not be 
married yet. Isaiah also said 
that when Jesus was born, 
one of Jesus’ names would be 
Immanuel. Immanuel means 

“God with us.”
Later, Isaiah talked about 

Jesus again, and he wrote these 
words in the Bible. Isaiah said, “A 

child will be born for us, a son will be 
given to us, and the government will be 

on His shoulders.” That meant that Jesus was 
coming, and He would be a King.

Isaiah also said, “He will be named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.” Even more names for Jesus! All 
of Jesus’ names tell us who Jesus is and what great things He would 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use scrolls: Make 
two scrolls. Open one 
scroll and pretend 
to read as you tell 
what Isaiah wrote 
about the Messiah. 
Open the other 
scroll and pretend 
to read as you tell 
what Micah wrote 
about the Messiah. 
Consider printing 
the Bible story script 
and placing it in the 
scrolls.

• Read the 
Scripture: Enlist 
adult leaders to read 
Isaiah 7:14; 9:6; 11:1-5; 
and Micah 5:2 at the 
appropriate moments 
in the Bible story.

do. Jesus was going to come to earth to help people and 
keep them safe. He would be a loving king, and He would 
bring peace to the whole world.

Isaiah had a third message about Jesus. This time, Isaiah 
talked about Jesus’ family. Isaiah wrote these words in the 
Bible too. Isaiah said that Jesus would be part of Jesse’s 
family. Jesse was King David’s father. Then Isaiah said 
that God would be with Jesus, and Jesus would be wise 
and strong. He would do the right thing and be fair.

Finally, Micah the prophet told a message about Jesus. 
These words are in the Bible too. Micah said that Jesus 
was going to be born in a town called Bethlehem. He said 
that Jesus was going to be a ruler. Hundreds of years later, 
everything that God told Isaiah and Micah came true.

Christ Connection: God had a great plan to rescue people 
from sin. God’s plan was not a secret plan. The prophets told 
people about God’s plan. They said God would send a Messiah: 
Jesus! Jesus would be born into the world as a baby. Jesus would 
live a perfect life and die on the cross to rescue people from sin.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Prophets Told About Jesus’ Birth
BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 7; 9; 11; Micah 5
STORY POINT: Prophets told about the Messiah.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us.

Welcome time
Play Christmas music in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Invite preschoolers to draw a line connecting the letter 
beside the quill to the matching letter on the scroll. 
SAY • Today we will hear what two prophets, Isaiah and 

Micah, wrote about Jesus long before He was born. 
Prophets were people who listened to God and told 
the people what He said. God told the prophets a lot 
about Jesus.

Describe a friend
Gather all the children together. Tell them you are going 
to give clues about someone in the room. Then as you give 
more and more details (hair color, shirt color, shoe type, 
and so forth), ask the children to raise their hands and guess 
whom you described. When someone guesses correctly, 
repeat the game with another child to guess.
SAY • Before Jesus came, God told the prophets about Him. 

• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert 

download
• favorite toys related 

to the Bible story 
theme

• “Name Above All 
Names” activity 
page, 1 per child

• crayons or markers
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They did not give clues about Jesus in the same way 
I gave clues about you, but they wrote down special 
things about Jesus so that when He came, people 
would know He is the Messiah!

Proclaim “Jesus is coming!”
Place different objects around the room for the preschoolers 
to speak into, such as bowls, paper towel tubes, cups, and 
so forth. Invite children to experiment by saying “Jesus is 
coming!” into each of the objects and listening to how it 
changes the sound of their voices. 

You may also choose to either take predictions (by asking 
children if an object will make their voices louder or softer) 
or a brief survey (by asking them to raise their hands to 
show which items worked better). 
SAY • Today we are going to learn about two prophets. 

Prophets were people who listened to God and told 
the people what He said. God told the prophets that 
Jesus was coming. Many prophets from different 
times and places told about Jesus. 

Transition to tell the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Play “The Prophet Says” (like “Simon Says”) to line up the 
children before they move to Bible study.

• objects to speak into 
(bowls, paper towel 
tubes, cups, and so 
forth)

• countdown video 
(optional)
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TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Prophets Told About Jesus’ Birth
BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 7; 9; 11; Micah 5
STORY POINT: Prophets told about the Messiah.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us.

Introduce the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Isaiah 7 in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • Our story comes from the Bible. The Bible is the most 

important book. The Bible has God’s words in it, and 
all God’s words are true. Today’s story is found in the 
Old Testament Books of Isaiah and Micah. Isaiah and 
Micah were prophets.

Explain to children that all the stories in the Bible fit 
together to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the 
big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, 
Jesus.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.
SAY • God had a great plan to rescue people from sin. 

God’s plan was not a secret plan. The prophets told 
people about God’s plan. They said God would send 
a Messiah: Jesus! Jesus would be born into the world 
as a baby. Jesus would live a perfect life and die on 
the cross to rescue people from sin. Prophets told 
about the Messiah.

• Bible 
• bookmark

• Story Point Poster
• “Prophets Told 

About Jesus” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

12 Preschool Leader Guide
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Practice the key passage 
Cut out the key passage marker and place it at 
Galatians 4:4-5. Invite a volunteer to open your Bible to the 
key passage. Read the key passage aloud. Create motions for 
preschoolers to use as they say the key passage.  
SAY • We celebrate Jesus’ birth at Christmas by 

remembering that God told the prophets He would 
send a Savior. At the right time, God sent Jesus to 
rescue us from sin!

Lead preschoolers in singing familiar Christmas songs that 
worship Jesus. 

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Today we are going to learn a new big picture 

question: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to 
rescue us. God sent Jesus to earth from heaven to 
rescue people from sin. Rescuing people from sin is a 
job only God’s Son could do.

Missions moment
SAY • Do you have a manger scene at your house? 

Manger scenes are also called nativity sets. Nativity 
sets show what happened when Jesus was born.

Show the “Nativity Sets Lead to Ministry” video.
SAY • People in many countries around the world have seen 

nativity sets, maybe even made them, but they do 
not know what they mean. They do not know that 
the baby in a nativity set represents Jesus. Let’s pray 
that missionaries will use these nativity sets to teach 
others the good news about Jesus.

Pray and transition to experience the story

• Key Passage Marker
• Key Passage Poster
• Christmas music

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• “Nativity Sets Lead 
to Ministry” video
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EXPERIENCE The Story

SESSION TITLE: Prophets Told About Jesus’ Birth
BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 7; 9; 11; Micah 5
STORY POINT: Prophets told about the Messiah.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us.

Learn about the Bible
Provide several Bibles and several children’s books in various 
colors and sizes. Mark the key passage in the Bibles with 
strips of paper or ribbons. Place the books and Bibles 
around the classroom, and give the children time to find 
them all. Help the preschoolers sort the Bibles from the 
other books. Explain that all these books are good, but the 
Bible is a special book because it contains God’s message to 
us about Jesus. Read the key passage aloud to them.
SAY • The Bible is a special book because it is God’s words 

to us. All of the words in the Bible are true! Did you 
know the whole Bible tells us about God’s plan to 
send Jesus? How did people know Jesus was coming? 
Prophets told about the Messiah.  

Trace JESUS
Give a printed “Trace JESUS” printable to each child. 
Children may decorate the name JESUS with crayons 
if they choose. Help the children trace the outline of 
the letters with glue. Provide small pieces of colorful 
construction paper or tissue paper for the children to glue 
to the name JESUS. Talk about God’s plan to rescue us 
from sin by sending Jesus to earth as a baby.
SAY • Long ago, God told the prophets about Jesus. Jesus’ 

• Bibles
• children’s books
• paper strips or 

ribbons 

• “Trace JESUS” 
printable, 1 per child

• crayons
• glue
• construction paper or 

tissue paper

14 Preschool Leader Guide
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name is on your paper. Do you remember some 
of the other names the prophet Isaiah called Jesus? 
(Immanuel, Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal 
Father, Prince of Peace) Prophets told about the 
Messiah. 

Experiment with sound waves
Provide a wide ceramic or glass bowl. On the bowl, place 
plastic wrap tightly around the opening and drop 30 to 40 
grains of dry rice on the plastic wrap. Demonstrate how to 
put your mouth above the plastic wrap and say “ahhh” very 
loudly. This should make the plastic wrap vibrate and the 
rice dance. Give the preschoolers a chance to try this too. 
You may want to hold the bowl over a plastic tub to catch 
any rice that dances off the plastic.
SAY • God gave us voices so we can talk with one another. 

When we use our voices, it makes sound waves in the 
air. The sound waves made the plastic vibrate and 
bounce the rice. The prophets used their voices to 
tell the people God’s messages about Jesus. They also 
wrote these messages down so we could read them in 
the Bible. Prophets told about the Messiah. 

Make play dough letters
Write each preschooler’s name on an index card. Provide 
play dough and letter-shaped cookie cutters. Help 
preschoolers choose the correct letter-shaped cookie cutters 
to form their names from play dough. If not enough letter-
shaped cookie cutters are available, give the preschoolers 
craft sticks. Demonstrate to the preschoolers how to flatten 
the play dough into a “writing tablet.” Help preschoolers 
print their names on the tablet. Focus more on the process 

• wide glass or ceramic 
bowl

• dry rice
• plastic wrap
• plastic tub

• index cards
• marker
• play dough
• letter-shaped cookie 

cutters
• craft sticks 

(optional)
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than the end result. 
SAY • All of you have such beautiful names! Today we 

learned that the prophet Isaiah told us Jesus would 
have many names. Jesus is called “Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, and Prince 
of Peace.” These names tell us that Jesus came to 
help people, rule as a loving King, and bring peace 
between God and people. Prophets told about the 
Messiah. 

Tell the Christmas story
Set out a child-safe manger scene. Review the 

story of Jesus’ birth, explaining whom each piece in the set 
represents. Invite preschoolers to play out the story of Jesus’ 
birth and practice telling it to others. 
SAY • Telling people about Jesus can be as simple as telling 

a story. The story of Jesus’ birth is a great way to 
share the gospel. God had a great plan to rescue 
people from sin. God’s plan was not a secret plan. 
Prophets told about the Messiah. Jesus is the 
Messiah! Jesus was born into the world as a baby. 
Jesus lived a perfect life and died on the cross to 
rescue people from sin. 

• child-safe manger 
scene
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Snack and review
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Wash hands and gather preschoolers for snack time. Pray, 
thanking God for the snack. 

Serve Christmas cookies for snack. Remind preschoolers 
that God planned to rescue people from sin by sending the 
Messiah—His own Son, Jesus. Prophets told about the 
Messiah. Jesus would be born into the world as a baby. 
Jesus would live a perfect life and die on the cross to rescue 
people from sin. Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to 
rescue us. 

Show the Bible story picture as you ask the following 
questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed. 

1. What did prophets do? (Prophets told about the 
Messiah.)

2. What does the name Immanuel mean? (Immanuel 
means “God with us.”) 

3. What did all of Jesus’ names tell us about Him? 
(They told us who Jesus is and what great things He 
would do.) 

4. Where did the prophet Micah say Jesus would be 
born? (in Bethlehem)

5. Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us.

Transition 
When preschoolers finish their snack, they may color the 
Bible story coloring page or play a simple game to practice 
the key passage or big picture question.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert 
download

• paper cups and 
napkins 

• snack food
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Christmas cookies 

(optional) 

• Bible Story Coloring 
Page

• crayons 
• Key Passage Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Big Picture Cards 

for Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

Christmas • Session 2

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 22

TEACH THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 24

EXPERIENCE THE STORY 
(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 26

Christmas • Session 2

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Matthew 1; Luke 1

STORY POINT:  
God chose a family for Jesus.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Galatians 4:4-5

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
Why was Jesus born? 

Jesus was born to rescue us.

Angels Spoke to 
Mary and Joseph

18 Preschool Leader Guide
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2

LEADER Bible Study
People had been waiting a long time for Jesus. God hinted at His coming 
in the garden of Eden when He promised a seed to conquer the serpent. 
(Gen. 3:15) The prophets told of His coming hundreds of years before 
His birth. God was working out His plan to bring His people back to 
Himself.

In the Bible, God sometimes used angels to communicate His message to 
people. Angels spoke to Abraham in Genesis 18. The Angel of the Lord 
spoke to Balaam in Numbers 22. Now Mary and Joseph, the earthly 
parents of Jesus, each received a special visit from an angel to announce 
the birth of God’s promised Messiah.

The angel Gabriel’s announcement to Mary surprised her. By His grace, 
God chose Mary to be the mother of Jesus. The angel’s message revealed 
much about this promised child.

First, He would be great in both being and nature. He would be the Son 
of the Most High. Jesus is the Son of God, and the Lord God promised 
to give Him the throne of His father David. These words fulfilled the 
prophecy given to David in 2 Samuel 7:12-16. He would reign over the 
house of Jacob forever. His kingdom would have no end.

The good news that Jesus was coming into the world was good news 
because of why He was coming. An angel revealed Jesus’ purpose to 
Joseph in Matthew 1:21, “He will save his people from their sins.” The 
gospel is the good news of what God has done for us through Christ.

The announcement of Jesus’ birth is not the beginning of the gospel; 
God had been planning for this moment since before the beginning of 
time. (See Eph. 1:3-10.) Help the preschoolers you teach understand 
that God’s plan has always been to save sinners and bring them back to 
Himself. Jesus, whose name means “Yahweh saves,” is the culmination of 
that plan.
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 Angels Spoke to Mary and Joseph
Matthew 1; Luke 1

One day, God sent an angel named Gabriel to a town called 
Nazareth. The angel went to visit a young woman named Mary. Mary 
was engaged to be married to a man named Joseph.

The angel said to Mary, “Be happy! God is happy with 
you. He is with you.” Mary was afraid and 

did not understand. Why would God 
be happy with her? She hadn’t done 

anything special.
“Do not be afraid,” the angel 

said. He told Mary that she 
was going to have a very 
special baby. The baby’s 
name would be Jesus.

Mary asked the angel, 
“How can that happen?”

The angel said, “God will 
be the Father of the baby. The 
baby will be God’s Son.”

Then the angel said, “God 
can do anything!” He told Mary 

that her relative Elizabeth was 
pregnant, even though she was old 

and did not have any children.
“May everything happen just as you 

said,” Mary said. Then the angel left.
Mary hurried to Elizabeth’s house. When she 

arrived, the baby inside Elizabeth leaped for joy! The Holy Spirit 
filled Elizabeth and she said, “What an honor, Mary! You and your 
baby will be blessed!”

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use props: Make 
paper bag or craft 
stick puppets for 
each person in the 
story: Mary, Joseph, 
Elizabeth, and the 
angel(s). Ask four or 
five adults to act 
out the story as the 
storyteller narrates it.  

• Move with the 
storyvvv: Invite 
four or five adult 
helpers to dress up in 
Bible times clothes 
to play out the story. 
Encourage the adults 
to move around the 
room and use each 
corner as a different 
scene: Mary’s house, 
Elizabeth’s house, and 
Joseph’s house.

The BIBLE Story
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 Angels Spoke to Mary and Joseph
Matthew 1; Luke 1

One day, God sent an angel named Gabriel to a town called 
Nazareth. The angel went to visit a young woman named Mary. Mary 
was engaged to be married to a man named Joseph.

The angel said to Mary, “Be happy! God is happy with 
you. He is with you.” Mary was afraid and 

did not understand. Why would God 
be happy with her? She hadn’t done 

anything special.
“Do not be afraid,” the angel 

said. He told Mary that she 
was going to have a very 
special baby. The baby’s 
name would be Jesus.

Mary asked the angel, 
“How can that happen?”

The angel said, “God will 
be the Father of the baby. The 
baby will be God’s Son.”

Then the angel said, “God 
can do anything!” He told Mary 

that her relative Elizabeth was 
pregnant, even though she was old 

and did not have any children.
“May everything happen just as you 

said,” Mary said. Then the angel left.
Mary hurried to Elizabeth’s house. When she 

arrived, the baby inside Elizabeth leaped for joy! The Holy Spirit 
filled Elizabeth and she said, “What an honor, Mary! You and your 
baby will be blessed!”

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use props: Make 
paper bag or craft 
stick puppets for 
each person in the 
story: Mary, Joseph, 
Elizabeth, and the 
angel(s). Ask four or 
five adults to act 
out the story as the 
storyteller narrates it.  

• Move with the 
storyvvv: Invite 
four or five adult 
helpers to dress up in 
Bible times clothes 
to play out the story. 
Encourage the adults 
to move around the 
room and use each 
corner as a different 
scene: Mary’s house, 
Elizabeth’s house, and 
Joseph’s house.

Mary was so happy. She praised God with a song 
about how great God is. Mary knew families in the future 
would say she was blessed because God was going to do 
great things through Jesus. God would keep His promise 
to Abraham to bless the whole world through his family by 
sending Jesus. Mary stayed with Elizabeth for three months. 
Then she went home.

Joseph found out Mary was going to have a baby, but 
Joseph knew it was not his baby; Mary and Joseph were 
not married yet! Soon after Joseph thought these things, an 
angel appeared to him in a dream.

“Joseph!” the angel said. “Do not be afraid to take 
Mary as your wife. Mary is going to have a son. Name 
Him Jesus because He is going to save His people from 
their sins!”

When Joseph woke up, he did just what the angel 
said. He married Mary, and when she had a son, Joseph 
named Him Jesus. 

Christ Connection: Many of God’s prophets talked about 
Jesus before He was born. Everything they said about Jesus came 
true. Before God created the world, He planned to send Jesus. 
Jesus came to do God’s plan, to rescue people from sin.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Angels Spoke to Mary and Joseph
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 1; Luke 1
STORY POINT: God chose a family for Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us.

Welcome time
Play Christmas music in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Invite preschoolers to look at the baby on the left of the 
activity page and circle the parents on the right.
SAY • Good job choosing the parents! Did you know that 

Jesus had parents too? God is Jesus’ Father, and Jesus’ 
parents on earth were Mary and Joseph. In today’s 
Bible story, we will hear how God told Mary and 
Joseph that they would be Jesus’ parents.

• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert 

download
• favorite toys related 

to the Bible story 
theme

• “Finding the Parents” 
activity page, 1 per 
child

• crayons or markers 

Tip: Be sensitive to 
different family 
situations.
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Draw family pictures
Set out paper and encourage preschoolers to draw a picture 
of their families. Ask preschoolers about their family 
members as they work. 
SAY • God chose you to be part of your family. Did you 

know that Jesus had a family? In today’s Bible story, 
we will hear how God chose a family for Jesus. 
Jesus is God’s Son, and God chose Mary to be Jesus’ 
mother and Joseph to be Jesus’ earthly father.

Sort Christmas bows 
Gather an assortment of Christmas bows. Invite 
preschoolers to sort the bows into gift boxes. If the bows are 
adhesive, consider allowing preschoolers to place the bows 
on gift boxes.
SAY • We put Christmas bows on Christmas gifts. At 

Christmastime, we celebrate the greatest gift we 
have ever received-—Jesus! Christmas is the time of 
the year when we remember how Jesus came from 
heaven to earth as a baby. Listen to today’s Bible 
story to hear whom God chose to be Jesus’ parents 
on earth. 

Transition to tell the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Invite preschoolers to make their happiest face as they move 
to Bible study.

• paper
• markers or crayons

• Christmas gift bows
• gift boxes

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Introduce the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Matthew 1 in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • Is there any book more important than the Bible? No, 

the Bible is God’s words. The stories in the Bible really 
happened. Today’s Bible story comes from two books 
in the New Testament: Matthew and Luke. Jesus was 
in heaven with God, but He came to earth as a baby. 
[Show the baby picture. Explain who it is.] Why would 
Jesus come to earth as a baby? Listen to our Bible story 
to find out.

Explain to children that all the stories in the Bible fit 
together to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the 
big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, 
Jesus.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.
SAY • God planned for Mary and Joseph to have an 

important part in His plan to rescue the world from 
sin. God chose a family for Jesus. God chose Mary 
and Joseph to be Jesus’ earthly parents. By sending 

• baby picture
• Bible 
• bookmark

• Story Point Poster
• “Angels Spoke to Mary 

and Joseph” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Angels Spoke to Mary and Joseph
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 1; Luke 1
STORY POINT: God chose a family for Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us.
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Jesus, God would keep His promise to save people 
from their sins.

Practice the key passage 
Place the key passage marker at Galatians 4:4-5 in your 
Bible. Invite a volunteer to open your Bible to the key 
passage. Read the key passage aloud. Practice the motions 
you created for the verse. 
SAY • Our key passage says that Jesus was born to rescue us 

from sin. Everyone who has ever been born—except 
for Jesus—has broken God’s law. We sinned. But 
Jesus was born to rescue us from sin!

Lead preschoolers in singing familiar Christmas songs that 
worship Jesus.

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Many of God’s prophets talked about Jesus before 

He was born. Everything they said about Jesus came 
true. Our big picture question asks, Why was Jesus 
born? Jesus was born to rescue us. Before God 
created the world, He planned to send Jesus. Jesus 
came to do God’s plan, to rescue people from sin.

Missions moment
SAY • Quinn helps Christians in Madagascar 

create songs in their language to memorize Scripture! 
Christians all over the world study the Bible and sing 
songs to Jesus. What are your favorite songs to sing 
to Jesus?

Show the “Scripture Songs” video.

Pray and transition to experience the story

• Key Passage Marker
• Key Passage Poster
• Christmas music

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• “Scripture Songs” 
video
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EXPERIENCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Angels Spoke to Mary and Joseph
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 1; Luke 1
STORY POINT: God chose a family for Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us.

Sing Christmas carols
Lead preschoolers in singing familiar Christmas carols that 
relate to the birth of Jesus. Suggestions include “Joy to the 
World,” “Away in a Manger,” “Silent Night,” “Hark the 
Herald Angels Sing,” “O Come All Ye Faithful,” and “Go, 
Tell It on the Mountain.”
SAY • We sing songs at Christmas that remind us of what 

God did for us when He sent Jesus. In our Bible 
story, Mary praised God with a song about how great 
God is. God chose a family for Jesus. Before God 
created the world, He planned to send Jesus. Jesus 
came to do God’s plan, to rescue people from sin. 

Examine evergreens
Post an allergy alert. Set out a variety of non-toxic 
Christmas greenery for preschoolers to examine. 
Suggestions include pine (not ponderosa or yew), cedar, 
fir, magnolia, balsam, and juniper (with berries removed). 
Encourage preschoolers to feel and smell the nature items. 
Provide magnifying glasses for preschoolers to examine the 
greenery closely.
SAY • These plants are called evergreens. That is because 

they stay green all the time. Their leaves do not die. 
Evergreens remind us of Jesus. Jesus died on the 

• Allergy Alert 
download

• evergreens (real or 
artificial)

• magnifying glasses
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cross, but God raised Him from the dead to live 
forever. When we put our trust in Jesus, we will have 
life forever with God. Why was Jesus born? Jesus 
was born to rescue us. 

Taste baby food
Post an allergy alert. Bring a variety of baby foods. Open 
each one. Place some baby food on a plastic spoon for a 
preschooler to sample. Be careful that each spoon is only 
used one time. Make the tasting a game by removing labels 
and inviting preschoolers to guess each food. 
SAY • What kind of food do you think Baby Jesus ate? Do 

you think Mary and Joseph mashed up His food so 
He could eat it? God chose a family for Jesus. Many 
of God’s prophets talked about this baby long before 
He was born. Everything they said about Jesus came 
true. 

Stamp Christmas cards
Squirt various colors of washable paint onto individual 
foam plates. Set out cookie cutters. Give each preschooler 
a sheet of white construction paper. Guide a child to fold 
his sheet in half to form a card. Demonstrate how to press a 
cookie cutter in the paint and then stamp the paper. Invite 
preschoolers to stamp images on their Christmas cards. 
SAY • We give Christmas cards at Christmastime to 

celebrate God’s sending His Son to earth. Many of 
God’s prophets talked about Jesus before He was 
born. Everything they said about Jesus came true. 
God chose a family for Jesus. Jesus came to do 
God’s plan, to rescue people from sin.

• Allergy Alert 
download

• baby food (single 
fruit or vegetable 
serving)

• plastic spoons
• foam plates 

(optional)

• white construction 
paper

• angel, candy cane, or 
sheep cookie cutters

• washable paint
• foam plates
• wipes for cleanup
• smocks
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Love babies
Invite a few parents to visit your class with their 

babies. Vary the ages of the babies. Include newborns as well 
as toddlers. (Most preschoolers consider children younger 
than themselves to be babies!) Encourage preschoolers to 
make friendly faces at the babies and play with them as the 
parents allow. Lead preschoolers to tell the babies that Jesus 
loves them to help preschoolers see how easy it can be to 
share the good news with others.
SAY • Can you imagine Jesus being a baby like one of 

these? Do you think Baby Jesus giggled and cried? 
Do you think Mary and Joseph smiled at Baby Jesus 
or played peekaboo with Him? God chose a family 
for Jesus. At just the right time, Jesus came to do 
God’s plan to rescue people from sin.

• guests
• hand sanitizer
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Snack and review
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Wash hands and gather preschoolers for snack time. Pray, 
thanking God for the snack. 

Serve O-shaped cereal for snack Remind preschoolers 
that Jesus came to earth as a baby. 

Show the Bible story picture as you ask the following 
questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed. 

1. What did the angel say was going to happen to 
Mary? (She was going to have a very special baby 
named Jesus.)

2. Whom did Mary go see after the angel told her the 
special news? (her relative Elizabeth)

3. What part did Mary and Joseph have in God’s plan? 
(to be Jesus’ parents on earth)

4. What did Jesus come into the world to do? (to save 
people from their sins)

5. Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us.

Transition 
When preschoolers finish their snack, they may color the 
Bible story coloring page or play a simple game to practice 
the key passage or big picture question.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert 
download

• paper cups and 
napkins 

• snack food
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• O-shaped cereal 

(optional)

• Bible Story Coloring 
Page

• crayons 
• Key Passage Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Big Picture Cards 

for Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 34

TEACH THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 36

EXPERIENCE THE STORY 
(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 38

Isaiah 9; Luke 2

STORY POINT: 
Jesus brings peace between 

God and people.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Galatians 4:4-5

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
Why was Jesus born? 

Jesus was born to rescue us.

Christmas • Session 3
Jesus Was Born

BIBLE PASSAGE: 

Christmas • Session 3
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3

LEADER Bible Study
From the moment sin entered the world, its consequences were obvious. 
God’s people were separated from Him; they did not enjoy the intimate 
relationship with their Creator for which He had created them. People 
were affected by sickness and pain. Corruption spread quickly throughout 
the earth. The situation seemed hopeless, yet God did not leave His people 
without hope.

It was into this hopelessness that God spoke. Hundreds of messages came 
through the prophets concerning a coming Messiah—One who would 
rescue people from their sins. But when would this Promised One come? 
How would He come? Would the people recognize Him? 

The prophet Isaiah—who lived hundreds of years before Jesus was born—
spoke specifically of the Messiah’s birth. Isaiah told King Ahaz what the 
Lord would do. “The virgin will conceive, have a son, and name him 
Immanuel” (Isa. 7:14). He described the birth of a “Prince of Peace”—a 
Son of David who will reign forever. (Isa. 9:6-7) Isaiah said that He would 
be a King! (Isa. 11:1-5)

Everything God said about Jesus’ birth came true. Hundreds of years 
later, Jesus was born into the world. After Jesus was born, Mary laid Him 
in a manger. A king in a manger! It was so unlikely. But Jesus was no 
ordinary baby. He was God’s Son, sent in the most humble of positions, 
not “to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many” 
(Matt. 20:28).

God’s plan to rescue people from sin was not a secret plan. God gave His 
people hope: A Savior is coming. Though death came through Adam, 
life comes through Christ. (1 Cor. 15:22) Through His death on the 
cross, Jesus finished the work for our salvation. In Him lies our hope of 
forgiveness and eternal life. Jesus, the Prince of Peace, reconciles to God 
everyone who trusts in Him.
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The BIBLE Story

 Jesus Was Born
Isaiah 9; Luke 2

When Adam and Eve first sinned, the peaceful relationship between 
people and God was broken. But God promised to send a Rescuer. Many 
years later, Isaiah the prophet said, “A son will be given to us! He will 

be called the Prince of Peace.” Isaiah said the Prince of Peace 
would be from Galilee. God chose to send His Son, 

Jesus, to earth as a baby, and He chose Mary 
to be Jesus’ mother. 

When Mary was pregnant with 
Baby Jesus, a man named Caesar 

Augustus sent out an order to all 
the people in the land: “Everyone 
must go to his hometown to be 
counted!” Caesar Augustus was 
the emperor of Rome, and he 
wanted a list of all the people 
who were living in the land.

Mary was going to marry to 
Joseph. Since Joseph was part 

of King David’s family, he and 
Mary left Nazareth in Galilee 

and traveled to Bethlehem, the 
city of David.
While they were there, Mary was 

ready to have her baby. Mary and Joseph 
looked for a safe place to stay, but every place 

was full because of all the people who were in town 
to be counted. So Mary and Joseph found a place where animals were 
kept, and that is where Mary had her baby, Jesus. She wrapped Him 
tightly in cloth so He would be warm, and she laid Him in a manger.

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Act it out: Choose 
children to be Mary, 
Joseph, the angel, and 
shepherds. Wrap a 
doll in a blanket to be 
Jesus. Use costumes 
if available and guide 
the children to act 
out the Bible story as 
you tell it.

• Find it: Hide 
the pieces of an 
unbreakable, realistic 
manger scene around 
the room. Send 
children to find the 
pieces and bring them 
to you. Add the pieces 
to the manger scene.
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 Jesus Was Born
Isaiah 9; Luke 2

When Adam and Eve first sinned, the peaceful relationship between 
people and God was broken. But God promised to send a Rescuer. Many 
years later, Isaiah the prophet said, “A son will be given to us! He will 

be called the Prince of Peace.” Isaiah said the Prince of Peace 
would be from Galilee. God chose to send His Son, 

Jesus, to earth as a baby, and He chose Mary 
to be Jesus’ mother. 

When Mary was pregnant with 
Baby Jesus, a man named Caesar 

Augustus sent out an order to all 
the people in the land: “Everyone 
must go to his hometown to be 
counted!” Caesar Augustus was 
the emperor of Rome, and he 
wanted a list of all the people 
who were living in the land.

Mary was going to marry to 
Joseph. Since Joseph was part 

of King David’s family, he and 
Mary left Nazareth in Galilee 

and traveled to Bethlehem, the 
city of David.
While they were there, Mary was 

ready to have her baby. Mary and Joseph 
looked for a safe place to stay, but every place 

was full because of all the people who were in town 
to be counted. So Mary and Joseph found a place where animals were 
kept, and that is where Mary had her baby, Jesus. She wrapped Him 
tightly in cloth so He would be warm, and she laid Him in a manger.

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Act it out: Choose 
children to be Mary, 
Joseph, the angel, and 
shepherds. Wrap a 
doll in a blanket to be 
Jesus. Use costumes 
if available and guide 
the children to act 
out the Bible story as 
you tell it.

• Find it: Hide 
the pieces of an 
unbreakable, realistic 
manger scene around 
the room. Send 
children to find the 
pieces and bring them 
to you. Add the pieces 
to the manger scene.

Nearby, some shepherds were staying out in the fields 
and watching their sheep to protect them from thieves and 
wild animals. All of a sudden, an angel of the Lord stood 
before them. A bright light shone around the shepherds, 
and they were scared!

But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid! I have 
good news for you: Today a Savior, who is Messiah the 
Lord, was born for you in the city of David.” Then the angel 
said, “Go find the baby. He will be wrapped in cloth and 
lying in a manger.”

All of a sudden, many angels appeared. They praised 
God and said, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and 
peace on earth to people He favors!”

So the shepherds went straight to Bethlehem to find 
Baby Jesus. They found Him, and they told others about 
Him. Everyone who heard about Jesus was surprised and 
amazed. Mary thought about everything that was happening 
and tried to understand it. The shepherds returned to 
their fields, and they praised God because everything had 
happened just as the angel had said.

Christ Connection: Jesus was born! This was very good news! 
Jesus was not like other babies. Jesus is God’s Son. God sent Jesus 
to earth from heaven. Jesus came into the world to bring peace 
between people and God.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Born
BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 9; Luke 2
STORY POINT: Jesus brings peace between God and people.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us.

Welcome time
Play Christmas music in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Invite preschoolers to look at the first picture and then 
circle the nine things that are different in the second 
picture. 
SAY • An angel appeared to some shepherds in a field in 

today’s Bible story. The angel had very good news 
for the shepherds. The angel’s message is good news 
for us, too. Let’s listen to our Bible story to hear this 
good news. 

Play a quiet game
Sit preschoolers in a circle on the floor. Tell preschoolers 
that they must sit very quietly without making a sound. 
You will walk around the outside of the circle and tap the 
quietest child on the shoulder. That child will quietly stand 
up, walk around the circle, and gently tap the quietest child 
in the circle. That child will stand up while the other child 

• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert 

download
• favorite toys related 

to the Bible story 
theme

• “Find the 
Differences” activity 
page, 1 per child

• crayons or markers 
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takes her place in the circle. Continue play as time allows. 
SAY • That was a very peaceful game. Does your mom or 

dad ever say they want some peace and quiet? We are 
talking about peace in today’s Bible story, but not 
that kind of peace. The peace we are talking about 
is the peace we have with God when we turn from 
sin and follow Jesus. We do not have to be afraid of 
God’s anger toward our sin because Jesus took the 
punishment for our sin. Listen to our Bible story 
to hear how Jesus brings peace between God and 
people. 

Make Christmas cards
Show preschoolers how to fold construction paper in half 
to form a card. Provide markers, manger scenes cut from 
old Christmas cards, glue, or manger scene stickers for 
preschoolers to decorate their cards. Ask preschoolers to 
think of someone they could give their card to. Encourage 
children to tell a message for you to write on their cards. 
You may also help older preschoolers write their own 
message. 
SAY • We celebrate Jesus’ birth at Christmas. These cards 

tell our families and friends that Jesus was born just 
as God promised! In today’s Bible story, angels told 
the good news that Jesus was born. 

Transition to tell the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Invite preschoolers to move to Bible study while pretending 
to be sheep.

• construction paper
• crayons and markers
• old Christmas cards
• manger scene 

stickers
• glue

• countdown video 
(optional)
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TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Born
BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 9; Luke 2
STORY POINT: Jesus brings peace between God and people.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us.

Introduce the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Luke 2 in your Bible. Invite a
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • The Bible tells us the true story of Jesus’ birth. In the 

Old Testament Book of Isaiah, the prophet Isaiah said 
the Rescuer, or Prince of Peace, would come. In the 
New Testament Book of Luke, we can read the story 
of Jesus’ birth.

Explain to children that all the stories in the Bible fit 
together to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the 
big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, 
Jesus.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.
SAY • When Adam and Eve first sinned, the peaceful 

relationship between God and people was broken. 
God promised to send a Rescuer. God sent Jesus to 
earth from heaven. Jesus brings peace between God 
and people. Jesus was born just as Isaiah said He 
would be. 

• Bible 
• bookmark

• Story Point Poster
• “Prophets Told About 

Jesus’ Birth” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster
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Practice the key passage 
Place the key passage marker at Galatians 4:4-5 in your 
Bible. Invite a volunteer to open the Bible to the key 
passage. Read the key passage aloud. Practice the motions 
you created for the verse.  
SAY • God chose to send His Son, Jesus, to earth as a baby. 

Jesus was not like other babies. Jesus is God’s Son. 
Jesus took the punishment we deserve for sin. Jesus 
redeems us and gives us peace with God. 

Lead preschoolers in singing familiar Christmas songs that 
worship Jesus.

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Our big picture question asks, Why was Jesus 

born? Jesus was born to rescue us. Many of God’s 
prophets, like Isaiah, told about Jesus before He was 
born. They said God was planning to send a Rescuer 
who would bring peace. God did what He promised!

Missions moment
Lead preschoolers to sit in a circle. Give a child 

an apple. Play music as preschoolers pass the apple around 
the circle. Stop the music. The child holding the apple gets 
to ask the big picture question. Lead the group to respond 
with the answer. Play several rounds as time allows. 
SAY • Many people in China give each other “peace apples” 

as gifts at Christmas, but most don’t know that Jesus 
came to bring peace between God and people. We 
can pray that many people in China will hear and 
believe this good news!

Pray and transition to experience the story

• Key Passage Marker
• Key Passage Poster
• Christmas music

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• real or artificial 
apple 

• Christmas music
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EXPERIENCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Born
BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 9; Luke 2
STORY POINT: Jesus brings peace between God and people.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us.

Spell JESUS
Write the letters that spell JESUS on index cards, one letter 
per card. Write JESUS on a sheet of paper in large print. 
Encourage the children to put the cards in order to spell 
JESUS. You may also use alphabet blocks or magnetic letters 
instead of writing letters on cards. 
SAY • Jesus was born! This was very good news! Jesus was 

not like other babies. Jesus is God’s Son. God sent 
Jesus to earth from heaven. Our sin separates us from 
God, but Jesus brings peace between God and 
people. We celebrate Jesus’ birth at Christmas! 

Make sheep ornaments
Print the “Sheep Ornament” printable on heavyweight 
paper. Cut out one sheep for each child. Cut white tissue 
paper into 1-inch squares. Tear off a sheet of waxed paper 
for each child. 

Guide preschoolers to place their ornament on their 
waxed paper. Slightly thin white glue with water and brush 
it all over a child’s sheep ornament. Guide a preschooler to 
cover his sheep with squares of white tissue. Brush on more 
glue and invite him to add additional layers of white tissue 
if desired. 

Punch a hole in the ornament and loop a ribbon 

• index cards
• markers
• large sheet of paper
• alphabet blocks 

(optional)
• magnetic letters 

(optional)
• baking sheet 

(optional) 
 

• “Sheep Ornament” 
printable

• heavyweight paper
• scissors
• tissue paper
• waxed paper
• white glue
• water
• plastic cup
• paintbrush
• hole punch
• ribbon
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through the hole. Lay the ornament on a fresh square of 
waxed paper to dry and transport home. 
SAY • The shepherds were in the field watching their sheep 

when they saw an angel of the Lord and a bright 
light! The angel told them, “Do not be afraid. I 
have good news for you. Today a Savior has been 
born.” Jesus is our Savior who rescues us from sin. 
Sin separates us from God, but Jesus brings peace 
between God and people.

Find manger scene pieces
Cover a table with a sheet or tablecloth. Place a large plastic 
tub filled with artificial straw or shredded paper on the 
table. Hide nonbreaking, realistic manger scene figures in 
the bin. Encourage children to dig in the paper and find 
the hidden figures. Suggest children arrange the figures and 
retell the Bible story in their own words. Invite children to 
hide the figures for other children to find when they finish.
SAY • We see scenes like these at Christmas. Do you have 

one at your house? The figure of Jesus reminds us 
that God sent His own Son to be our Rescuer. Why 
was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us. Jesus 
was not like other babies. Jesus is God’s Son. Jesus 
brings peace between God and people.

Listen to jingle bells
Help a preschooler thread four jingle bells on a chenille 
stem. Twist the chenille stem closed to make a circle. 
Guide preschoolers to take turns dropping their jingle bell 
bracelets into a tub or bucket. Talk about the happy sounds 
the bells make. Give each child a bell bracelet and sing 
familiar Christmas songs about Jesus together. 

• plastic tub
• artificial straw or 

shredded paper
• nonbreaking manger 

scene figures
• sheet or tablecloth

• jingle bells, 4 per 
bracelet

• chenille stems
• tub or bucket
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SAY • The bells make a happy Christmas sound. Christmas 
is a happy time because we remember that God sent 
Jesus to be the Rescuer, or Savior. Our sin separates 
us from God, but Jesus brings peace between God 
and people. We celebrate this very good news! We 
sing songs, send cards, and celebrate in many ways! 
Jesus is born!

Pray and enjoy peace apples
Post an allergy alert. Slice enough apples to give 

each preschooler three apple slices. Remind preschoolers 
that many people in China give each other “peace apples” at 
Christmas. Explain that you all will say a specific prayer for 
each apple slice. 

First slice: Pray that more people will go to China to tell 
the good news about Jesus. 

Second slice: Pray that many people in China will trust 
in Jesus to rescue them from sin. 

Third slice: Pray that followers of Jesus in China will tell 
other people in China the good news about Jesus. 
SAY • A lot of people celebrate Christmas in China, but 

most do not know the real reason for the celebration. 
They do not know that Christmas is when we 
celebrate Jesus’ birth! When you are at home with 
your family this week, remember to pray for the 
people of China.

• Allergy Alert 
download

• apples
• knife (adult use only)
• plates
• napkins
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Snack and review
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Wash hands and gather preschoolers for snack time. Pray, 
thanking God for the snack. 

Consider serving manger sandwiches for a snack if your 
group did not already eat apples. Make sandwiches with 
bread and jelly. Trim crusts. Cut each sandwich into four 
triangles. Turn each quarter so the longest side is on top. 
Show a preschooler how to insert two pretzel sticks for the 
manger legs. Sprinkle shredded cheese on top to serve as 
hay. Remind children that Jesus brings peace between 
God and people. 

Display the Bible story picture as you ask the following 
questions. Retell portions of the Bible story as needed.  

1. Where did Mary put Baby Jesus? (in a manger)
2. Who heard the news that a Savior was born? (the 

shepherds)
3. Who told the shepherds this good news? (an angel)
4. Where did the shepherds go to find Baby Jesus? 

(Bethlehem)
5. Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us.

Transition 
When preschoolers finish their snack, they may color the 
Bible story coloring page or play a simple game to practice 
the key passage or big picture question.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert 
download

• paper cups and 
napkins 

• snack food
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• bread (optional) 
• jelly (optional)
• knife (teacher use) 

(optional)
• pretzel sticks 

(optional)
• shredded cheese 

(optional)

• Bible Story Coloring 
Page

• crayons 
• Key Passage Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Big Picture Cards 

for Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

Christmas • Session 4 

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 46

TEACH THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 48

EXPERIENCE THE STORY 
(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 50

Christmas • Session 4 

BIBLE PASSAGE: 
Luke 2

STORY POINT: 
Simeon and Anna waited for God 

to send Jesus.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Galatians 4:4-5

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
Why was Jesus born? 

Jesus was born to rescue us.

Jesus Was 
Dedicated
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LEADER Bible Study
The Lord spoke to Moses: “Consecrate every firstborn male to me, the 
firstborn from every womb among the Israelites, both man and domestic 
animal; it is mine” (Ex. 13:2).

Consecrate means “to dedicate to a sacred purpose.” God’s people were 
to set apart their firstborn as belonging to the Lord. The firstborn of 
sacrificial animals were sacrificed to God, and the firstborn of humans 
and donkeys were redeemed—a lamb was sacrificed instead. God’s law for 
the consecration of the firstborn had a purpose: to remind the people that 
the Lord brought them out of Egypt by the strength of His hand. (See 
Ex. 13:14-16.)

After a woman gave birth, she was “unclean,” and she would observe a 
period of purification—a reminder that we are all born in sin. Then she 
would bring to the priest a young lamb for a burnt offering, and a young 
pigeon or turtledove for a sin offering. (See Lev. 12:1-6.) If a woman could 
not afford a sheep for the sacrifice, the law allowed her to take two pigeons 
or two turtledoves instead. (Lev. 12:8)

This is what Mary did. When Mary’s days of purification were complete, 
Mary and Joseph took Jesus to Jerusalem, where they presented Him to 
the Lord and offered a sacrifice. Though Jesus was not born in sin, He 
identified with sinners even as a baby. This initial act introduced Jesus’ 
perfect life of obedience to the law.

While Mary and Joseph were at the temple, God graciously revealed to a 
man named Simeon and a woman named Anna that Jesus was the One—
the promised Messiah they had been waiting for. Imagine their joy. At last!

Help preschoolers understand that today, we can have faith in Jesus and 
His finished work on the cross for our salvation. When God opens our 
eyes to the good news of the gospel, we can live and die in peace, for our 
eyes have seen His salvation.
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The BIBLE Story

 Jesus Was Dedicated
Luke 2

Jesus came to earth as a baby. He was born in Bethlehem. Jesus’ 
mommy and daddy on earth were Mary and Joseph. They took care 
of Jesus.

One day, Mary and Joseph took Jesus to the temple. 
The temple was the place where people went 

to pray and worship God. Many years 
before, God had given special rules 

to all the people of Israel. One 
rule was, “When a woman’s first 

son is born, his parents must 
present him to God.” Another 
rule was that a child’s parents 
should sacrifice two birds as 
an offering to God. Mary and 
Joseph obeyed God.

A man named Simeon 
lived in Jerusalem, and he 
loved God. He knew that God 

had promised to send someone 
special to save people from sin. 

God had told Simeon, “Before 
you die, you will see the One who 

will rescue people from sin.” Simeon 
trusted God. God always keeps His 

promises.
That day, God told Simeon to go to the temple. 

Simeon saw Jesus there, and he picked Jesus up in his arms. Simeon 
was so happy! Simeon knew that Jesus was special. Simeon praised God. 
He prayed, “God, I am ready to die. You kept Your promise, and I have 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use a prop: Hold a 
baby doll as you tell 
the Bible story to help 
preschoolers visualize 
Baby Jesus. 

• Tell a monologue: 
Invite an older man 
or woman to class 
to tell the story as a 
monologue from the 
perspective of Simeon 
or Anna. Suggest the 
guest dress in Bible 
times clothing.  
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 Jesus Was Dedicated
Luke 2

Jesus came to earth as a baby. He was born in Bethlehem. Jesus’ 
mommy and daddy on earth were Mary and Joseph. They took care 
of Jesus.

One day, Mary and Joseph took Jesus to the temple. 
The temple was the place where people went 

to pray and worship God. Many years 
before, God had given special rules 

to all the people of Israel. One 
rule was, “When a woman’s first 

son is born, his parents must 
present him to God.” Another 
rule was that a child’s parents 
should sacrifice two birds as 
an offering to God. Mary and 
Joseph obeyed God.

A man named Simeon 
lived in Jerusalem, and he 
loved God. He knew that God 

had promised to send someone 
special to save people from sin. 

God had told Simeon, “Before 
you die, you will see the One who 

will rescue people from sin.” Simeon 
trusted God. God always keeps His 

promises.
That day, God told Simeon to go to the temple. 

Simeon saw Jesus there, and he picked Jesus up in his arms. Simeon 
was so happy! Simeon knew that Jesus was special. Simeon praised God. 
He prayed, “God, I am ready to die. You kept Your promise, and I have 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use a prop: Hold a 
baby doll as you tell 
the Bible story to help 
preschoolers visualize 
Baby Jesus. 

• Tell a monologue: 
Invite an older man 
or woman to class 
to tell the story as a 
monologue from the 
perspective of Simeon 
or Anna. Suggest the 
guest dress in Bible 
times clothing.  

seen the One who will save people from sin.”
Mary and Joseph heard Simeon say those important words. 

Jesus was going to save people from sin! Simeon talked to 
Mary and Joseph. He said, “Being Jesus’ mommy will be 
very good, but it will be very hard.” Some people would 
love Jesus, but other people would not like Him at all. Some 
things would happen that would make Mary very sad.

Another woman was in the temple. Her name was 
Anna. Anna was very old. Anna did not have a family, so she 
stayed at the temple all the time and worshiped God.

Anna walked toward Simeon, Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. 
When Anna saw Jesus, she thanked God. People had been 
waiting a long time for God to send the special One who 
would save people from sin. Anna told other people the 
good news: Jesus the Savior is here!

Mary and Joseph did everything they were supposed to 
do at the temple. Then they went back home. Jesus grew 
up, and He was strong and healthy and wise. God was 
happy with Jesus.

Christ Connection: God had promised His people that a 
Savior was coming. When Simeon and Anna saw Jesus, they 
knew He was the Savior. Jesus came to save people from sin. 
We can trust Jesus to save us from our sin, and like Simeon and 
Anna, we should tell others the good news.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Dedicated
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 2
STORY POINT: Simeon and Anna waited for God to send Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us.

Welcome time
Play Christmas music in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Invite preschoolers to draw a line from the center of each 
clock to the number corresponding to the correct time.
SAY • Clocks tell us the time. Sometimes when I am excited 

about something, I feel like the clock is going extra 
slow! The clock is not going any slower than usual, 
but waiting can be hard. In today’s Bible story, two 
people waited a long time to see the Messiah God 
promised. The day had finally come for them to 
meet Him! 

Play a waiting game
Play music as preschoolers tiptoe around the room. When 
you hold up a sheet of red paper, preschoolers must stop. 
When you hold up a sheet of yellow paper, preschoolers 
should be ready for a change. When you hold up a sheet of 
green paper, preschoolers should continue tiptoeing. Vary 

• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert 

download
• favorite toys related 

to the Bible story 
theme

• “How Much Longer” 
activity page

• markers or crayons

• red construction 
paper, 1 sheet

• yellow construction 
paper, 1 sheet

• green construction 
paper, 1 sheet 

• Christmas songs
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lengths of waiting time. 
SAY • How did you feel when I was holding up the yellow 

paper? Was it hard to wait? In today’s Bible story, 
a man named Simeon and a woman named Anna 
waited a long time for God to send the Messiah. 
Finally, Simeon and Anna’s wait was over! 

Draw on a lotion bag
Squeeze baby lotion into a ziplock bag, seal it, and secure 
the seal with duct tape. Encourage preschoolers to use their 
fingers or a rounded stylus, such as a pencil eraser, to draw 
on the bag. 

Squeeze a small amount of lotion onto a child’s hand 
and invite preschoolers to rub the lotion in and smell their 
hands.
SAY • Did you recognize the smell of the lotion? You have 

baby lotion on your hands. Babies have soft skin, so 
they need special lotion. In today’s Bible story, a man 
named Simeon and a woman named Anna got to 
meet a very special baby. Can you guess whom they 
got to meet? 

Transition to tell the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Invite preschoolers to count to five before moving to Bible 
study.

• baby lotion
• ziplock bags
• duct tape
• rounded stylus or 

unsharpened pencil
• Allergy Alert 

download
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TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Dedicated
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 2
STORY POINT: Simeon and Anna waited for God to send Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us.

Introduce the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Luke 2 in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible. 
SAY • God’s words are in the Bible, and all God’s words 

are true! That makes the Bible the most important 
book of all. Today’s Bible story comes from the New 
Testament part of the Bible in the Book of Luke. 

Explain to children that all the stories in the Bible fit 
together to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the 
big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, 
Jesus.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.
SAY • God had promised His people that a Savior was 

coming. Simeon and Anna waited for God to send 
Jesus. When Simeon and Anna saw Jesus, they knew 
He was the Savior. Jesus came to save people from 
sin. We can trust Jesus to save us from our sin, and 
like Simeon and Anna, we should tell others the 
good news.

• Bible 
• bookmark

• Story Point Poster
• “Jesus Was 

Dedicated” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster
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Practice the key passage 
Place the key passage marker at Galatians 4:4-5 in your 
Bible. Invite a child to open your Bible to the key passage. 
Read the key passage aloud. Practice the motions you 
created for the passage. 
SAY • Mary and Joseph obeyed God’s law. They dedicated 

Jesus and offered a sacrifice at the temple. Even as a 
baby, Jesus kept God’s law perfectly. We do not keep 
God’s law perfectly. Jesus came to save us from sin. 

Lead preschoolers in singing familiar Christmas songs that 
worship Jesus.

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Our big picture question says, Why was Jesus born? 

Jesus was born to rescue us. God sent His very own 
Son to earth as a human being. The whole time Jesus 
was on earth, He never sinned. God’s perfect Son is 
the only One who can rescue us from sin.

Missions moment
 SAY • When Simeon and Anna saw Jesus, they 

praised God! They wanted everyone to know that the 
Savior God promised was here. Today, many people 
still don’t know about Jesus. 

Show the “Songhai” missions video.
SAY • Most of the Songhai people believe in gods that 

are not real. They have never heard about Jesus. 
Missionaries are telling the Songhai about Jesus and 
how much He loves them. Let’s pray for the Songhai 
people in Niger (NIGH juhr), West Africa.

Pray and transition to experience the story

• Key Passage Marker
• Key Passage Poster
• Christmas music

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• “Songhai” missions 
video
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EXPERIENCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Dedicated
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 2
STORY POINT: Simeon and Anna waited for God to send Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us.

Wait and rejoice
Start a timer for one minute and place it where children 
can see. Instruct preschoolers to sit quietly and wait while 
the timer is going. When the timer runs out, play music. 
Preschoolers may jump up and down, make noise, and 
move to the music. When you stop the music, preschoolers 
should sit down quietly again. Restart the timer and play 
again.
SAY • You had to wait a short amount of time for the timer 

to go off and the music to start. Simeon and Anna 
waited for God to send Jesus. They waited a long 
time. God had promised His people that a Savior 
was coming. When Simeon and Anna saw Jesus, they 
knew He was the Savior. Jesus came to save people 
from sin. We can trust Jesus to save us from our sin, 
and like Simeon and Anna, we should tell others the 
good news.

Invite a mom and her baby to class
Before the session, invite a mom to bring her baby to visit 
your class. Ask her to tell about how to care for a baby—
feeding, bathing, and putting the baby down for a nap; 
playing with her baby; praying for her baby. If the mom is 
comfortable with preschoolers touching her baby, encourage 

• timer
• Christmas music

• guest
• hand sanitizer 

(optional)
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preschoolers to ask her permission before doing so. Provide 
hand sanitizer for preschoolers who get permission to touch 
the baby, and instruct them to touch a baby’s legs or feet.
SAY • Simeon and Anna waited for God to send Jesus. 

Jesus may have looked like this baby when Simeon 
and Anna met Him, but Jesus was not an ordinary 
baby. Jesus is God’s Son. God had promised His 
people that a Savior was coming. When Simeon and 
Anna saw Jesus, they knew He was the Savior. 

Bathe babies
Set a plastic tub with a few inches of water on a towel on 
a table. Place extra towels on the floor to prevent slipping. 
Invite preschoolers to take turns washing baby dolls 
with water, drying them, and cuddling them in blankets. 
Encourage boys and girls to sing and talk to the baby as 
they wash and dry it. They may count toes, smile at the 
baby, or sing “Jesus Loves Me” to the baby. 
SAY • Mary and Joseph took care of Baby Jesus. They took 

Jesus to the temple to be presented to God like God’s 
rules said to do. When Simeon and Anna saw Jesus 
in the temple, they knew He was the Savior. Simeon 
and Anna waited for God to send Jesus. Jesus came 
to save people from sin. We can trust Jesus to save us 
from our sin, and like Simeon and Anna, we should 
tell others the good news.

Experiment with magnets
Cut chenille stems into small pieces. Fill a baby bottle 
or clean, empty water bottle half full with the stems. 
Encourage preschoolers to take turns touching a large 
magnet to the outside of the baby bottle. Invite preschoolers 

• plastic tub
• washable baby dolls
• wash cloths
• towels
• blankets
• water

• baby bottle
• clean, empty water 

bottle (optional)
• chenille stems
• scissors (adult use)
• large hand-held 

magnet
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to watch as the pieces inside move with the magnet.
SAY • Magnets pull metal objects to them. That day, God 

told Simeon to go to the temple. It was almost as 
if God “pulled” Simeon there. Anna stayed at the 
temple all the time and worshiped God. Simeon and 
Anna waited for God to send Jesus, and they got 
to see Jesus in the temple that day. They told others 
the good news that the special One who would save 
people from sin had come!

Go on a “tell the good news” parade
Explain to preschoolers that you are going to go 

on a parade through the building. Tell preschoolers when 
they see someone as they are walking, they must call out, 
“Jesus was born to rescue us!” to that person. Leave a note 
for parents letting them know when you are returning to 
the room.
SAY • Simeon and Anna waited for God to send Jesus. 

When Simeon and Anna saw Jesus, they knew He 
was the Savior. They told people the good news that 
the Savior had come. Jesus came to save people from 
sin. We can trust Jesus to save us from our sin, and 
like Simeon and Anna, we should tell others the 
good news.

• note for parents
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Snack and review
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Wash hands and gather preschoolers for snack time. Pray, 
thanking God for the snack. 

Serve sugar cookies for snack. Invite preschoolers to 
use a craft stick to spread frosting on their cookie and add 
sprinkles or crushed candy canes on top. Invite preschoolers 
to decorate two cookies: one to eat and one to give to a 
friend as they tell that friend the good news about Jesus. 
Remind preschoolers that Simeon and Anna waited for 
God to send Jesus. 

Show the Bible story picture as you ask the following 
questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed. 

1. Where did Mary and Joseph take Jesus? (the temple) 
2. Why did Mary and Joseph take Jesus to the temple? 

(to obey God’s law)
3. Why was Simeon at the temple that day? (God told 

him to go to the temple.)
4. When Anna saw Baby Jesus, what did she do? 

(worshiped God and told other people that the Savior 
had come)

5. Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us.

Transition 
When preschoolers finish their snack, they may color the 
Bible story coloring page or play a simple game to practice 
the key passage or big picture question.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert 
download

• paper cups and 
napkins 

• snack food
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• sugar cookies 

(optional)
• craft sticks 

(optional)
• frosting (optional)
• sprinkles or crushed 

candy canes 
(optional)

• Bible Story Coloring 
Page

• crayons 
• Key Passage Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Big Picture Cards 

for Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

Christmas • Session 5

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 58

TEACH THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 60

EXPERIENCE THE STORY 
(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 62

Wise Men 
Visited Jesus

Christmas • Session 5

BIBLE PASSAGE: 
Matthew 2

STORY POINT: 
The wise men worshiped Jesus.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Galatians 4:4-5

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
Why was Jesus born? 

Jesus was born to rescue us.
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LEADER Bible Study
The wise men were magi. Their study of the stars led them to Judea to find 
and worship Jesus, the newborn King. Before they found Jesus, though, 
the wise men met King Herod. God had promised the Jewish people a 
new king—one who would save them from their enemies.

King Herod was not that king. Imagine how he felt when he heard about 
a new king in town.

The wise men asked him, “Where is he who has been born king of the 
Jews?” (Matt. 2:2) The wise men unintentionally challenged Herod’s 
reign. Not only was Herod not a full Jew, he was not a descendant of King 
David. Herod was deeply disturbed by the news that this child had the 
birthright of being king.

As Herod’s fury grew, he gathered his chief priests and scribes to determine 
where Jesus had been born. Then he lied to the wise men: “When you find 
him, report back to me so that I too can go and worship him” (Matt. 2:8). 
What deceitfulness! The truth was, Herod did not want to worship Jesus 
at all; he wanted to kill Him!

The wise men continued on their journey and found Jesus. Jesus may 
have been about two years old when the magi found Him and worshiped 
Him. The Bible does not say how many magi worshiped Jesus, although 
three are often depicted because of their three gifts—gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh. God warned the wise men in a dream to avoid Herod, so they 
returned home by another route.

The wise men came to worship Jesus as King. Jesus is the King who will 
rule forever, as God promised to King David in 2 Samuel 7. Help the 
preschoolers you teach realize that Jesus is the true King who is worthy of 
all our worship.
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The BIBLE Story

Wise Men Visited Jesus
Matthew 2

Long ago, God promised to send a king to save His people from their 
enemies. The people waited a long time for their king, and the time had 
finally come! God’s Son, Jesus, was born in Bethlehem.

At this time, Herod was the king over the land of Judea. Was 
Herod the king God promised? No! Herod was a 

bad king.
Some wise men saw a star in the 
sky. It was a sign that Jesus had been 

born, so the wise men went to find 
Jesus. They came to King Herod.

“Where is the king of the 
Jews?” they asked. “We saw a 
star in the east. We want to 
worship the new king.”

King Herod was very 
angry. A new king? Herod 
was king! He asked the priests 
and scribes, “Where is this king 

supposed to be born?”
“In Bethlehem, just as the 

prophet said,” his priests and 
scribes replied.
Herod spoke to the wise men in 

secret. “Go find this child. When you 
find Him, come tell me where He is so I can 

worship Him as king, too.” But Herod was lying. 
Herod didn’t want to worship the new king; he wanted to kill Him!

The wise men followed the star to Jesus. They went into the house 
where Jesus was with His mother, Mary. The wise men fell to their knees 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use props: Gesture 
toward or hold up 
props relating to key 
words in the story. 
Examples: a crown 
(king), baby doll (Baby 
Jesus), star cutout 
(star), camel or 
donkey (to reference 
travel)

• Monologue: Invite 
a male guest to 
dress in lavish Bible 
times clothes and tell 
the Bible story as a 
monologue from the 
perspective of one of 
the wise men. 
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Wise Men Visited Jesus
Matthew 2

Long ago, God promised to send a king to save His people from their 
enemies. The people waited a long time for their king, and the time had 
finally come! God’s Son, Jesus, was born in Bethlehem.

At this time, Herod was the king over the land of Judea. Was 
Herod the king God promised? No! Herod was a 

bad king.
Some wise men saw a star in the 
sky. It was a sign that Jesus had been 

born, so the wise men went to find 
Jesus. They came to King Herod.

“Where is the king of the 
Jews?” they asked. “We saw a 
star in the east. We want to 
worship the new king.”

King Herod was very 
angry. A new king? Herod 
was king! He asked the priests 
and scribes, “Where is this king 

supposed to be born?”
“In Bethlehem, just as the 

prophet said,” his priests and 
scribes replied.
Herod spoke to the wise men in 

secret. “Go find this child. When you 
find Him, come tell me where He is so I can 

worship Him as king, too.” But Herod was lying. 
Herod didn’t want to worship the new king; he wanted to kill Him!

The wise men followed the star to Jesus. They went into the house 
where Jesus was with His mother, Mary. The wise men fell to their knees 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use props: Gesture 
toward or hold up 
props relating to key 
words in the story. 
Examples: a crown 
(king), baby doll (Baby 
Jesus), star cutout 
(star), camel or 
donkey (to reference 
travel)

• Monologue: Invite 
a male guest to 
dress in lavish Bible 
times clothes and tell 
the Bible story as a 
monologue from the 
perspective of one of 
the wise men. 

and worshiped Jesus. Then they gave Jesus gifts: gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh.

When it was time for the wise men to go home, God 
warned them in a dream not to tell Herod where Jesus was. 
So they took a different way home.

After the wise men were gone, an angel appeared to 
Mary’s husband, Joseph, in a dream. The angel said, “Take 
Jesus and Mary to Egypt and stay there. King Herod is 
looking for Jesus and wants to kill him!”

So in the middle of the night, Joseph got up and took 
Mary and Jesus to Egypt where they would be safe. 

A while later, after Herod had died, an angel spoke to 
Joseph again in a dream. “Take Jesus and Mary to the land 
of Israel, because King Herod is dead now.” Joseph did what 
the angel said. He got up and took Mary and Jesus to Israel.

Christ Connection: The wise men came to worship Jesus as 
King. God promised to send a King who would be King forever. 
Jesus is the King who will always be King. Jesus is the true King, 
and He deserves all our worship.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Wise Men Visited Jesus
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 2
STORY POINT: The wise men worshiped Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us.

Welcome time
Play Christmas music in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Guide preschoolers to complete the maze to get the wise 
men to Jesus.
SAY • Some wise men followed a star to find Jesus. When 

they found Jesus, they worshiped Him and gave Him 
special gifts. They knew He was a King! We will find 
out more in today’s Bible story.

Follow the leader
Invite the preschoolers to line up single file and to follow 
you around the room. Make the game more challenging by 
hopping, skipping, side-stepping, and traveling around or 
over obstacles. After a few moments, invite a preschooler 
to take over as leader and lead his friends around the room. 
Play until each child has a turn being leader. 
SAY • In today’s Bible story we are going to learn about 

some wise men who saw a bright star in the sky. 

• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert 

download
• favorite toys related 

to the Bible story 
theme

• “Wise Men Maze” 
activity page, 1 per 
child

• crayons or markers
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When they saw the star, they followed the star all the 
way to Jesus just like we played follow-the-leader!

Pass the star
Cut out a star from cardboard or heavyweight paper before 
class. You may also wrap the star in aluminum foil. Invite 
preschoolers to sit with you in a circle. Hold up the star and 
say the big picture answer, Jesus was born to rescue us. 

Pass the star to the child next to you and invite him to 
say the big picture answer as well, and then pass the star. 
Younger preschoolers may pass the star in a circle, but older 
children may pass the star to a friend in a random pattern. 
Make sure each child gets a chance to say the big picture 
answer. 
SAY • Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us. 

Today, we are going to learn about some wise men 
who traveled a long way to visit Jesus after He was 
born. They saw a star in the sky. The star was a 
sign that Jesus had been born. Let’s find out what 
happened. 

Transition to tell the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 

Use the star cutout out from the previous activity or 
make a large paper star out of construction paper. Invite 
the preschoolers to line up single file. Give the star to the 
first child in line. Direct her to hold up the star so the other 
children can see it as she follows you to Bible study.

• star cutout
• aluminum foil 

(optional)

• countdown video 
(optional)

• star cutout
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TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Wise Men Visited Jesus
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 2
STORY POINT: The wise men worshiped Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us.

Introduce the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Matthew 2 in your Bible. Invite a
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • Is there any book more important than the Bible? No, 

the Bible is God’s words. The stories in the Bible really 
happened. [Invite a child to bring you the star cutout.] 
God made the stars to shine in the sky so we have a 
little bit of light at nighttime. God shone a very bright 
star in the sky when Jesus was born. Wise men used 
that bright star to lead them to Jesus so they could 
worship Him.

Explain to children that all the stories in the Bible fit 
together to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the 
big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, 
Jesus.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.
SAY • The wise men worshiped Jesus as King. God 

promised to send a King who would be King forever. 
Jesus is the King who will always be King. Jesus is the 
true King, and He deserves all our worship. 

• Bible 
• bookmark
• star cutout

• Story Point Poster
• “Wise Men Visited 

Jesus” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster
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Practice the key passage 
Place the key passage marker at Galatians 4:4-5 in your 
Bible. Invite a volunteer to open your Bible to the key 
passage. Read the key passage aloud. Practice the motions 
you created for the verse. 
SAY • We celebrate Jesus’ birth at Christmas by 

remembering that God the Son left His Father in 
heaven and came to earth as a baby. God sent Jesus 
to rescue us from sin. Jesus is our King forever! He 
deserves all our worship.

Lead preschoolers in singing familiar Christmas songs that 
worship Jesus.

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Who would like to answer our big picture question? 

Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us. 
Great job! Yes, Jesus was born to rescue us. The wise 
men knew that God promised to send a special King, 
and they knew Jesus is that King. We can worship 
Jesus, too! Jesus is the true King who rescues His 
people from their sin.

Missions moment
Show the “Ministry Needs” video.

SAY • The missionaries in this video traveled to Moldova 
to share the gospel with children there. They love 
the children there by meeting their physical needs 
and showing them Jesus’ love. They also tell them 
the good news about Jesus so that the children can 
believe in Him too. Let’s pray for them.

Pray and transition to experience the story

• Key Passage Marker
• Key Passage Poster
• Christmas music

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• “Ministry Needs” 
missions video
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EXPERIENCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Wise Men Visited Jesus
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 2
STORY POINT: The wise men worshiped Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us.

Bring gifts to friends
Invite the preschoolers to pick one thing from the classroom 
to put in a gift bag. Explain to preschoolers that gift is to 
play with at church and not to take home. Once everyone 
has a gift, invite the children to sit in a circle and exchange 
gifts with a friend. When you count to three, invite children 
to open their “gifts.” Invite children to play with their gifts, 
or they may put back the items and play again as time 
allows.
SAY • Wise men traveled a long way to visit Jesus. They also 

brought Jesus special gifts to show that He is King. 
The wise men worshiped Jesus. We give gifts to 
our friends and family at Christmastime to celebrate 
King Jesus’ birth. 

Count stars
Use a thumbtack or sharpened pencil to poke 10 to 12 
holes in a piece of heavyweight paper. Make one hole 
noticeably larger than the others. Dim the lights and shine 
a flashlight under the paper to project the “stars” onto the 
ceiling. Invite preschoolers to lay on the floor and count the 
stars. Ask preschoolers to point out the biggest star.
SAY • The wise men lived in a faraway land. They had 

been taught that God promised His people that He 

• gift bags

• heavy weight paper
• thumbtack or 

sharpened pencil
• flashlight

Tip: If your room is 
too bright, place 
a blanket over a 
table and shine 
the flashlight 
underneath.
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would send a special King. They watched the stars in 
the sky. When they saw God’s star, they knew God’s 
King was born. The wise men worshiped Jesus. Jesus 
is the King who will always be King. Jesus is the true 
King, and He deserves all our worship.

Get Jesus to Egypt
Print and cut out the “Jesus” printable. Designate a spot in 
your room to represent Egypt. Allow preschoolers to take 
turns hiding Jesus while the other preschoolers have their 
eyes closed or are looking away. Once Jesus is hidden, invite 
preschoolers to find Him. When a preschooler discovers 
Jesus, she must immediately place Him in Egypt. Continue 
play until each preschooler has had a turn hiding Jesus.
SAY • The wise men worshiped Jesus. After the wise men 

were gone, an angel warned Joseph in a dream to 
take Jesus to Egypt where He would be safe from 
King Herod. When King Herod died, an angel told 
Joseph to take Jesus back to Israel. Jesus is not a King 
like King Herod. Jesus is the King who will always be 
King. Jesus is the true King, and He deserves all our 
worship. 

Trace feet
Lay out a large sheet of paper and tape it to the floor to 
make a path. Instruct each preschooler to stand along the 
path and wait for an adult helper to come around to trace 
her feet. Trace each child’s feet and write her name where 
she was standing. After adults trace all the children’s feet, 
invite the children to decorate their traced feet with crayons 
and markers.
SAY • The wise men traveled a long, long way to see Jesus! 

• “Jesus” printable

• large sheet of paper
• pencils
• crayons and markers 

(optional)
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The wise men worshiped Jesus when they saw 
Him. Jesus was important to the wise men, and 
Jesus should be important to us. Jesus is King of 
everything, and He is worthy of worship and praise!

Sample “Cozonac”
Post an allergy alert. Wash hands and serve 

cinnamon raisin bread to preschoolers or find a recipe 
online for Moldovan cozonac (KOZO nak) and prepare 
this traditional holiday bread for preschoolers to sample. 
The Italian bread, panettone, is similar as well and readily 
available during the holidays. 
SAY • Many people in Moldova celebrate Christmas on 

January 7 instead of December 25. One of the ways 
people in Moldova celebrate the birth of Jesus is to 
eat cozonac. Cozonac is a sweet bread that usually 
has raisins and walnuts in it. As we eat this bread, 
let’s pray for the people of Moldova. Let’s pray that 
like the wise men worshiped Jesus, the Moldovian 
people will worship Jesus too. 

• Allergy Alert 
printable

• cinnamon raisin 
bread

• cozonac (optional)
• plates
• napkins
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Snack and review
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Wash hands and gather preschoolers for snack time. Pray, 
thanking God for the snack. 

Consider serving bite-sized chocolate candies wrapped 
in gold foil to represent the gold the wise men gave to Jesus 
if you did not already serve cozonac for snack. If chocolate 
is not an option, consider serving today’s snack in small gift 
snack bags. Ask children, Why was Jesus born? Jesus was 
born to rescue us. Show the Bible story picture as you ask 
the following questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as 
needed.

Show the Bible story picture as you ask the following 
questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed. 

1. How did the wise men know God’s King had been 
born? (They saw a star in the sky.)

2. What lie did King Herod tell the wise men? (that he 
wanted to worship the new King too)

3. How did the wise men know King Herod was lying? 
(God warned them in a dream.)

4. Where did Joseph take Mary and Jesus so they would 
be safe? (Egypt)

5. Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us.

Transition 
When preschoolers finish their snack, they may color the 
Bible story coloring page or play a simple game to practice 
the key passage or big picture question.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert 
download

• paper cups and 
napkins 

• snack food
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• gold-foil wrapped 

candy (optional)

• Bible Story Coloring 
Page

• crayons 
• Key Passage Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Big Picture Cards 

for Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

Christmas • Session 1
Christmas

Prophets Told About 
Jesus’ Birth

Christmas • Session 1 

Bible Story for Toddlers
Long ago, God promised to send a special King. God’s prophets told about God’s 
plan. Isaiah said, “A young woman will have a son and name Him Immanuel.” 
Immanuel means “God with us.” The baby would be God’s Son! Isaiah said, “The 
baby will be from Galilee, and He will sit on King David’s throne. God’s Holy 
Spirit will be with Him, and He will be holy!” Another prophet named Micah 
told about Jesus too. Micah said, “Bethlehem, you are a small town, but the King 
will be born there! He will bring peace, and He will care for His people like a 
good shepherd!” God wanted His people to be ready for Jesus.

Babies Gospel Gems
 *People waited a long time for Jesus to be born.
 *God told prophets about Jesus’ birth.
 *God sent Jesus to earth because He loves us.

BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 7; 9; 11; Micah 5

STORY POINT: Jesus was born.

KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4

CHRIST CONNECTION: Everything God 
said about Jesus came true.
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BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to Isaiah 7. Show 
the Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems in a soothing voice. Read the 
key passage card. 
SAY: God told prophets about Jesus’ birth. People waited a long time for Jesus to 

be born. Everything God said about Jesus came true. JESUS WAS BORN.

Pray for the babies.

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “Jingle Bells”:

“ Jesus is, Jesus is, Jesus is God’s Son! God sent Jesus to be born 
Because He loves us so!”

SAY: God told prophets about Jesus’ birth. He wanted His people to be ready for 
Jesus. JESUS WAS BORN. Everything God said about Jesus came true.

Read a Bible storybook
Provide a Bible or Bible storybook and look through previous Bible stories that 
point to Jesus (Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Moses). Read the Bible story about 
Isaiah and Micah, or you may read the Christmas story.
SAY: People waited a long time for Jesus to be born. Everything God said about 

Jesus came true. JESUS WAS BORN. God sent Jesus because He loves us.

Look at lights
Place a string of multi colored Christmas lights or an LED star under a clear bin. 
Turn on the lights and invite babies to explore. Make sure cords do not pose a 
tripping hazard. Read Isaiah 9:2 from your Bible.
SAY: People waited a long time for Jesus to be born. God told prophets about 

Jesus’ birth. Everything God said about Jesus came true. JESUS WAS 

BORN.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the gospel gems and Bible-
learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read the 
key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open your Bible to Isaiah 7. Show 
the Bible story picture as you tell the Bible story. Say the story point and gospel 
gems. Pray for the toddlers.

Make crown art
Paint each child’s palm and four fingers with yellow paint. Help her press her 
hand onto construction paper to make a crown. Wipe her hand immediately. Set 
aside the art for a few moments to dry as you repeat with each toddler. Provide 
adhesive jewels, stickers, or foam shapes for toddlers to decorate their crown. 
Write the story point or Jesus is the Prince of Peace on each picture.
SAY: People waited a long time for Jesus to be born. God sent Jesus to earth 

because He loves us. JESUS WAS BORN.

Write in sand
Provide shallow plastic bins with clean play sand. Provide craft sticks or 
unsharpened pencils for toddlers to “write” in the sand. You may print a J on an 
index card for toddlers to practice writing the first letter in Jesus’ name.
SAY: People waited a long time for Jesus to be born. JESUS WAS BORN. 

Everything God said about Jesus came true!

Read about God’s plan
Assemble the “God Sent Jesus Book” printable and read it to the toddlers. 
Consider laminating the pages to use during the Christmas season. Remind 
toddlers that God sent Jesus because He loves us.
SAY: God told prophets about Jesus’ birth. Everything God said about Jesus came 

true! JESUS WAS BORN. God sent Jesus to earth because He loves us.

Dress up like a king or queen
Provide fancy dress  up clothes, including tiaras, crowns, scepters, toy jewelry, and 
toy shields or armor. Talk about how Isaiah said Jesus would be a special King.
SAY: God told prophets about Jesus’ birth. JESUS WAS BORN to be our King!
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: Prophets Told About Jesus’ Birth
BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 7; 9; 11; Micah 5
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4
STORY POINT: Jesus was born.
CHRIST CONNECTION: Everything God said about Jesus’ birth came true.

Transition activity: Make a Jesus scroll
Write JESUS on construction paper for each toddler. Provide heart stickers for 
toddlers to decorate their paper. Older toddlers may be able to place the stickers 
on the letters of Jesus’ name. Roll the ends of the paper inward and tie with yarn to 
make a scroll.
SAY: God told prophets about Jesus’ birth. They wrote on scrolls like these. Jesus 

would be the promised King. People waited a long time for Jesus to be born. 
JESUS WAS BORN, and everything God said about Jesus came true!

Work a puzzle
Print an extra copy of the Bible story picture. On the back of the picture, write the 
story point or the Christ connection. Cut the picture into four pieces or thick strips. 
Invite toddlers to assemble the puzzle. Flip it over to read the message.
SAY: God told prophets about Jesus’ birth. JESUS WAS BORN. God sent Jesus to 

earth because He loves us.

Travel in sand
Provide a large, shallow plastic tub with clean play sand. Provide vinyl horses, 
donkeys, and camels to show how people traveled in Bible times. Provide cars and 
trucks to show how people travel today. Invite toddlers to “travel” to Bethlehem.
SAY: People waited a long time for Jesus to be born. JESUS WAS BORN in 

Bethlehem. People traveled to see Jesus when He was born. Everything God 
said about Jesus came true.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Christ 
Connection, story point, or gospel gems throughout the week.
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

Bible Story for Toddlers
God promised long ago that He would send a special King. At just the right time, 
God sent an angel to a girl named Mary. The angel told Mary that she was going 
to have a baby boy—God’s Son. Mary was surprised, but she believed God’s 
words. Mary was going to marry Joseph. Joseph found out Mary was going to 
have a baby. He was confused. Joseph did not know what to do! An angel told 
Joseph in a dream that Mary’s baby was God’s very own Son. Joseph would name 
Him Jesus because He would rescue His people. Joseph believed God’s words. 
When he woke up, Joseph obeyed God.

Babies Gospel Gems
 *God promised to send Jesus to earth.
 *God chose Mary and Joseph to be Jesus’ family.
 * Jesus is God’s Son.

Christmas • Session 2
Angels Spoke to 
Mary and Joseph

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 1; Luke 1

STORY POINT: Jesus was born.

KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4

CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus came to 
do God’s plan to rescue us.

Christmas • Session 2
Christmas
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BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to Luke 1. Show 
the Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems in a soothing voice. Read the 
key passage card.  
SAY: God promised to send Jesus to earth long ago. Jesus is God’s Son, and God 

gave Him a family on earth. God chose Mary and Joseph to be Jesus’ 
family. JESUS WAS BORN

Pray for the babies.

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “Jingle Bells”:

“ Jesus is, Jesus is, Jesus is God’s Son! God sent Jesus to be born 
Because He loves us so!”

SAY: God promised to send Jesus to earth. Jesus is God’s Son, and God chose 
Mary and Joseph to be Jesus’ family. Jesus came to do God’s plan to 
rescue us. JESUS WAS BORN!

Mary and Joseph hide-and-seek
Print the Bible story picture and cut out Mary and Joseph’. Cover them with 
clear contact plastic and trim the excess. Tape the pictures to the floor in front 
of the babies and cover the images with a blanket. Invite the babies to find Mary 
and Joseph.
SAY: God chose Mary and Joseph to be Jesus’ family, but Jesus is God’s Son. 

God promised to send Jesus to earth, and JESUS WAS BORN!

Look at animal families
Provide picture books or an electronic device displaying familiar animals and 
their babies. Talk about how God gives us families too.
SAY: God promised to send Jesus to earth. JESUS WAS BORN as a baby. God 

chose Mary and Joseph to be Jesus’ family. Jesus is God’s Son.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the gospel gems and Bible-
learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read the 
key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open your Bible to Luke 1. Show 
the Bible story picture as you tell the Bible story. Say the story point and gospel 
gems. Pray for the toddlers.

Make a megaphone
Invite each toddler to decorate construction paper with stickers. Write the story 
point or Christ connection on their paper. Roll the paper into a horn shape and 
tape it. Invite toddlers to speak the story point into their megaphones.
SAY: God promised to send Jesus to earth. Angels said God chose Mary and 

Joseph to be Jesus’ family. Jesus is God’s Son. JESUS WAS BORN!

Listen and obey
Invite toddlers to stand up. Say “Follow me!” and invite them to follow you as 
you march. Say “Stop!” and invite them to stop. Praise the children for listening 
and obeying.
SAY: Jesus is God’s Son, and God chose Mary and Joseph to be Jesus’ family. 

They heard God’s words and obeyed them. Jesus came to do God’s plan to 
rescue us. JESUS WAS BORN!

Read about God’s plan
Assemble the “God Sent Jesus Book” printable and read it to the toddlers. Point 
to previous Bible stories. Remind toddlers that God sent Jesus because He loves us
SAY: God promised to send Jesus to earth. God chose Mary and Joseph to be 

Jesus’ family. Jesus is God’s Son. JESUS WAS BORN like God promised.

Explore with magnets
Place jingle bells in a clear plastic bottle and seal it with duct tape. Provide a 
magnetic wand or stick an adhesive magnet to a craft stick and secure it with tape. 
Show toddlers how the magnet attracts the bells. Supervise closely to make sure 
toddlers do not ingest magnets.
SAY: When you hear jingle bells at Christmas, remember that JESUS WAS BORN.
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: Angels Spoke to Mary and Joseph
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 1; Luke 1
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4
STORY POINT: Jesus was born.
CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus came to do God’s plan to rescue us.

Transition activity: Finger paint tree
Before class, cut triangles from green construction paper. Post an allergy alert. 
Provide painting smocks to protect clothing. Pour washable glitter finger paint onto 
foam plates for toddlers to dab one finger at a time into the paint and then onto the 
tree shape. Wipe hands immediately. Write the story point on each child’s art.
SAY: What does this look like? [Invite toddlers to respond.] A Christmas tree! God 

promised to send Jesus to earth. At Christmas, we celebrate that JESUS WAS 

BORN. Jesus came to do God’s plan to rescue us.

Tell the good news
Invite toddlers to stand in a circle with you. Lead toddlers to shout the story point 
with you. Crouch down and invite toddlers to whisper the story point with you. 
Repeat several times.
SAY: God promised to send Jesus to earth. Jesus is God’s Son, and God chose Mary 

and Joseph to be Jesus’ family. JESUS WAS BORN!

Care for babies
Provide vinyl baby dolls, blankets, and bottles for toddlers to play out caring for a 
baby. Talk about how families care for babies.
SAY: God chose Mary and Joseph to be Jesus’ family. Jesus came to do God’s plan to 

rescue us. JESUS WAS BORN, and we celebrate Jesus’ birth at Christmas.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Christ 
Connection, story point, or gospel gems throughout the week.
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

Christmas • Session 3
Christmas

Christmas • Session 3 

Bible Story for Toddlers
When Adam and Eve sinned, God promised to send a Rescuer. Many years later, 
Isaiah the prophet said, “A son will be given to us. He will be called the Prince of 
Peace.” Isaiah said the Prince of Peace would be from Galilee. God chose to send 
His Son, Jesus, to earth as a baby. God chose Mary to be Jesus’ mother. Mary 
and Joseph lived in Galilee, but they went to Bethlehem to be counted. God’s 
Son was born, and they named Him Jesus. That night, an angel said to shepherds 
nearby, “A Savior was born in Bethlehem!” A sky full of angels praised God. The 
shepherds ran to Bethlehem and found Baby Jesus. They praised God and told 
everyone about what they had seen.

Babies Gospel Gems
 *People waited a long time for Jesus to be born.
 * Jesus is God’s Son, the Prince of Peace.
 *God loves us and sent Jesus to earth to forgive us.

Jesus Was Born

BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 9; Luke 2

STORY POINT: Jesus was born.

KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4

CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus was born 
to bring peace between us and God.
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3

BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to Luke 2. Show 
the Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems in a soothing voice. Read the 
key passage card. 
SAY:  Jesus is God’s Son, the Prince of Peace. People waited a long time for Jesus 

to be born. God loves us and sent Jesus to earth to forgive us. JESUS 

WAS BORN to bring peace between us and God. [Pray for the babies.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “Jingle Bells”:

“ Jesus is, Jesus is, Jesus is God’s Son! God sent Jesus to be born 
Because He loves us so!”

SAY: God loves us and sent Jesus to earth to forgive us. JESUS WAS BORN to 
bring peace between us and God. 

Make jingle bell art
Place a sheet of paper inside a ziplock bag with jingle bells and a squirt of paint. 
Seal the bag with duct tape. Guide the babies to squeeze, touch, and jingle the 
bag as they sit or lay on their tummies. Remove the artwork and set it aside to 
dry. Write the Christ connection or story point on each child’s art.
SAY: At Christmas, we celebrate when JESUS WAS BORN. People waited a long 

time for Jesus to be born. God can do anything!

Tell the story with sock puppets
Draw simple faces on sock puppets to represent Isaiah, Mary, and Joseph. Briefly 
tell the Bible story to the babies. You may also use a Bible storybook.
SAY: Jesus is God’s Son, the Prince of Peace. JESUS WAS BORN!

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the gospel gems and Bible-
learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read the 
key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open your Bible to Luke 2. Show 
the Bible story picture as you tell the Bible story. Say the story point and gospel 
gems. Pray for the toddlers.

Herd sheep
Make sock “sheep” by balling up white socks. Turn a plastic bin onto one side. 
Invite toddlers to play with the sheep in the pen.
SAY: People waited a long time for Jesus to be born. Angels told shepherds that 

JESUS WAS BORN. Jesus is God’s Son, the Prince of Peace. God loves us 
and sent Jesus to earth to forgive us.

Read about God’s plan
Assemble the “God Sent Jesus Book” printable. Read the story to the toddlers, 
pointing out today’s Bible story. Remind toddlers that God sent Jesus because of 
His great love for us.
SAY: People waited a long time for Jesus to be born. JESUS WAS BORN to bring 

peace between us and God. Jesus is God’s Son, the Prince of Peace.

Sheer sheep
Tape contact plastic, sticky side out, to the sides and top of a box or plastic bin. 
Attach strips of quilt batting or large cotton balls to the contact plastic. Invite 
toddlers to remove the “wool.”
SAY: Shepherds are people who take care of sheep. Angels told shepherds the 

good news: JESUS WAS BORN! God loves us and sent Jesus to earth to 
forgive us. God can do anything!

Play out the story
Print the “Nativity” printable and tape the figures to large interlocking or wooden 
blocks. Show toddlers the figures and help them play out the Bible story.
SAY: Jesus is God’s Son, the Prince of Peace. JESUS WAS BORN to bring peace 

between us and God. God loves us and sent Jesus to earth to forgive us.
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Born
BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 9; Luke 2
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4
STORY POINT: Jesus was born.
CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus was born to bring peace between us and God.

Transition activity: Make play dough families
Provide play dough, rolling pins, and people-shaped cookie cutters. Demonstrate 
how to roll out the play dough until it is flat and use a cookie cutter. Invite toddlers 
to talk about their families as they play. Briefly retell the Bible story.
SAY: People waited a long time for Jesus to be born. JESUS WAS BORN to bring 

peace between us and God. Jesus was born as a human baby, and God gave 
Him a family. God loves us, and He sent Jesus to earth to forgive us. 

Sing songs about Jesus
Sing favorite Christmas carols that focus on Jesus’ birth, such as “Away in a 
Manger,” “O Come All Ye Faithful,” and “Angels We Have Heard on High.” 
Remind toddlers that we sometimes celebrate Jesus’ birth with songs.
SAY: People waited a long time for Jesus to be born. In our Bible story, many people 

praised God for Jesus: angels, shepherds, and Mary and Joseph too. God 
loves us and sent Jesus to earth to forgive us. JESUS WAS BORN.

Look for Baby Jesus
Wrap a vinyl baby doll in a blanket and place it in a small box filled with strips of 
yellow paper. Place it on one side of the room. You may also use the Bible story 
picture. Lead the toddlers around the room until they reach the doll. Briefly retell 
the Bible story.
SAY: Jesus is God’s Son, the Prince of Peace, but He was put in a manger. God loves 

us and sent Jesus to earth to forgive us. JESUS WAS BORN!

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Christ 
Connection, story point, or gospel gems throughout the week.



78 Babies & Toddlers Leader Guide
Christmas • Session 4

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

Christmas • Session 4
Christmas

Christmas • Session 4

Bible Story for Toddlers
After Jesus was born, Mary and Joseph obeyed God’s words and brought Him 
to the temple. They brought two turtledoves to give to God as a gift according 
to God’s rules. A man named Simeon had been waiting to see the special King 
whom God had promised to send. God told Simeon that he would see God’s 
special King before he died. When Mary and Joseph brought Baby Jesus to the 
temple, Simeon held Baby Jesus and praised God. Mary and Joseph were amazed! 
Then a woman named Anna also praised God and told people in the temple that 
Jesus was the special King. After that, Mary and Joseph took Baby Jesus home. 
Jesus grew up, and God was with Him.

Babies Gospel Gems
 *Mary and Joseph took Baby Jesus to the temple.
 *Simeon and Anna praised God for Jesus.
 *God sent Jesus to earth to be our King.

Jesus Was 
Dedicated

BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 2

STORY POINT: Jesus was born.

KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4

CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus was born 
as God promised.
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BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to Luke 2. Show 
the Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems in a soothing voice. Read the 
key passage card. 
SAY: Simeon and Anna waited to see Jesus. When Mary and Joseph took Baby 

Jesus to the temple, Simeon and Anna praised God for Jesus! JESUS WAS 

BORN as God promised.  [Pray for the babies.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “Jingle Bells”:

“ Jesus is, Jesus is, Jesus is God’s Son! God sent Jesus to be born 
Because He loves us so!”

SAY: JESUS WAS BORN as God promised. God sent Jesus to earth to be our 
King. Simeon and Anna praised God for Jesus.

Look in a mirror
Sit with a baby on your lap. Hold a nonbreaking hand mirror and show him 
his reflection. Point to the baby’s eyes, mouth, ears, and hands. Talk about how 
Simeon held Baby Jesus and praised God.
SAY: Mary and Joseph took Baby Jesus to the temple. Simeon had been waiting 

to see God’s promised King. JESUS WAS BORN as God promised! 
Simeon and Anna praised God for Jesus. 

Go on a walk
Place babies in a stroller and take them on a tour of the church. Talk about how 
Mary and Joseph brought Baby Jesus to the temple.
SAY: Mary and Joseph took Baby Jesus to the temple. [Child’s name], your family 

brought you to church to learn about Jesus. JESUS WAS BORN!

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the gospel gems and Bible-
learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read the key 
passage card. Open your Bible to Luke 2. Show the Bible story picture as you tell 
the Bible story. Say the story point and gospel gems. Pray for the toddlers.

Make Simeon or Anna masks
Use paper plates, crayons, markers, gray and white yarn, and glue to make masks. 
Carefully cut out the eye holes for the toddlers and tape a craft stick to the 
bottom. Invite the children to say the story point with you as you briefly review 
the Bible story.
SAY: When Mary and Joseph took Baby Jesus to the temple, Simeon and Anna 

praised God for Jesus! JESUS WAS BORN as God promised.

Read about God’s plan
Assemble the “God Sent Jesus Book” printable. Read the story to the toddlers, 
pointing out today’s Bible story. Remind toddlers that God had promised from all 
along to send Jesus. God sent Jesus because of His great love for us.
SAY: God had a good plan to rescue us from our wrong choices. God sent Jesus 

to earth to be our King. JESUS WAS BORN as God promised.

I am growing
Use a sticky note to measure the average height of a newborn baby (19 inches) 
and the average height for an adult (68 inches). Invite toddlers to line up against 
the wall near the sticky notes and measure how tall they are in comparison.  
SAY: Jesus is God’s Son, and JESUS WAS BORN as a baby too. God sent Jesus to 

earth to be our King. Simeon and Anna praised God for Jesus. 

Tell the good news
Invite toddlers to spread out around the room. When you call a toddler’s name, 
she will run or hop to you. Lead her to say the good news: JESUS WAS BORN!

SAY: Simeon and Anna told others that God sent Jesus to earth to be our King. 
JESUS WAS BORN as God promised!
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Dedicated
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 2
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4
STORY POINT: Jesus was born.
CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus was born as God promised.

Transition activity: Make handprint art
Use a paintbrush to paint a child’s hand with washable paint and help her press it 
onto the “I Am Growing” printable near the top. Wipe her hand immediately. Write 
down her answers to the prompts. Briefly review the Bible story, reminding toddlers 
that Jesus was once a toddler too!
SAY: Jesus is God’s Son. God had a plan to send Jesus to earth to rescue us from our 

wrong choices. God sent Jesus to earth as a baby! When Mary and Joseph 
took Baby Jesus to the temple, Simeon and Anna praised God for Jesus. 
JESUS WAS BORN as God promised.

Play “My Eyes See”
Invite toddlers to hold their hands up to their eyes as if they are looking through 
binoculars. Place classroom items and favorite toys on a table. Say “My eyes see a 
[color and item].” Invite toddlers to point to or touch the item if they see it too.
SAY: God told Simeon that he would get to see God’s special King. When Mary 

and Joseph took Baby Jesus to the temple, Simeon and Anna praised God 
for Jesus because JESUS WAS BORN as God promised.

Welcome guests
According to your church’s security procedures, invite a few senior adults to visit 
your toddlers and play with them. Briefly retell the Bible story to the guests.
SAY: Simeon and Anna praised God for Jesus. JESUS WAS BORN as God promised!

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Christ 
Connection, story point, or gospel gems throughout the week.
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

Christmas • Session 5
Christmas

Bible Story for Toddlers
A long time ago, God promised a special King would be born. Wise men from 
the east had heard about God’s promise. They saw a bright star in the sky, and 
they knew the star meant the King was born. They traveled to Jerusalem. They 
thought the King of Israel would be born there. King Herod was not happy to 
hear about a new baby King. The priests told Herod the special King would be 
born in Bethlehem. The wise men hurried to Bethlehem and saw Jesus. They 
worshiped Jesus and gave Him gifts: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. An angel 
warned the wise men not to go back to Herod, so they went back home to their 
land another way.

Babies Gospel Gems
 * Jesus was born in Bethlehem. 
 *The wise men followed a star to get to Jesus.
 *The wise men worshiped Jesus.

Christmas • Session 5
Wise Men 

Visited Jesus

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 2

STORY POINT: Jesus was born.

KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4

CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus is our 
Savior and King.
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BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand -size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to Matthew 2. 
Show the Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems in a soothing voice. Read 
the key passage card.
SAY: The wise men knew Jesus was coming. They followed a star to get to Jesus. 

The wise men worshiped Jesus because Jesus is our Savior and King. 
JESUS WAS BORN. [Pray for the babies.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “Jingle Bells”:

“Jesus is, Jesus is, Jesus is God’s Son! God sent Jesus to be born
Because He loves us so!”

SAY: The wise men worshiped Jesus because Jesus is our Savior and King. JESUS 

WAS BORN in Bethlehem just as God promised.

Decorate a gift
Provide a gift box wrapped in colorful Christmas wrapping paper. Encourage 
babies to stick adhesive gift bows to the gift box. Say the story point or Christ 
connection as babies play.
SAY: JESUS WAS BORN in Bethlehem. The wise men followed a star to get to 

Jesus. The wise men worshiped Jesus as King and brought Jesus gifts.

Reach for a star
Tie a lightweight, unbreakable star -shaped ornament to a ribbon. Hold the star 
above the babies so they can reach for it. Be mindful of sharp or pointed edges.
SAY: The wise men followed a star to get to Jesus. JESUS WAS BORN in 

Bethlehem. The wise men worshiped Jesus as King.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the gospel gems and Bible-
learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read 
the key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open your Bible to Matthew 2. 
Show the Bible story picture as you tell the Bible story. 
SAY: JESUS WAS BORN, and Jesus is our Savior and King. [Pray for the toddlers.]

Make star art
Tape a simple star on heavyweight paper with painter’s tape for each toddler. Place 
it inside a freezer bag with a squirt of glitter paint, and duct tape it shut. Guide 
the toddlers to squeeze the paint around the bag with their fingers. Remove the 
paper and carefully peel away the painter’s tape. Set aside the artwork to dry. 
SAY: The wise men followed a star to get to Jesus! JESUS WAS BORN in 

Bethlehem. Wise men worshiped Jesus as King.

Read about God’s plan
Assemble the “God Sent Jesus Book” printable and read it. Point to previous Bible 
stories. Remind toddlers that God sent Jesus because He loves us.
SAY: God planned to send Jesus to earth as a baby. JESUS WAS BORN just like 

God planned. Wise men worshiped Jesus because He is King.

Give gifts
Wrap favorite toys in colorful Christmas wrapping paper or place them in gift 
bags. Place the Bible storybook with the key passage card in one of the gifts. 
Invite toddlers to unwrap the boxes and see the gifts.
SAY: Wise men had been waiting for a special king to be born. The wise men 

followed a star to get to Jesus. The wise men worshiped Jesus and gave 
Him gifts. JESUS WAS BORN to be our Savior and King.

Find the biggest star
Poke holes in heavyweight black paper. Make one hole much bigger than the 
others. Dim the lights and shine a flashlight underneath the paper. Invite toddlers 
to point to the biggest star.
SAY: The wise men followed a star to get to Jesus. JESUS WAS BORN.
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: Wise Men Visited Jesus
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 2
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4
STORY POINT: Jesus was born.
CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus is our Savior and King.

Transition activity: Sing a song
Sing to the tune of “Are You Sleeping?” :

“ I am looking, I am looking, for a star, for a star! 
The star that leads to Jesus, the star that leads to Jesus. 
Our true King, our true King.”

SAY: The wise men were waiting for God to send Jesus to earth. They followed 
a star to get to Jesus. JESUS WAS BORN in Bethlehem. The wise men 
worshiped Jesus and gave Him gifts. Jesus is our Savior and King!

Look for stars
Cut large yellow stars out of construction paper and hide them in plain sight. Invite 
toddlers to “search” for the stars.
SAY: God placed a bright star in the sky when JESUS WAS BORN. The wise men 

followed the star to get to Jesus. The wise men worshiped Jesus.

Explore sensory bags
Post an allergy alert. Provide three gift bags. Inside the first, place a toy plate 
wrapped in gold wrapping paper. In the second, place a sealed jar of perfume. In the 
third, place a sealed jar of oil. Invite toddlers to take turns opening the bags.
SAY: The wise men worshiped Jesus and gave Him gifts. JESUS WAS BORN!

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Christ 
Connection, story point, or gospel gems throughout the week.



86 Babies & Toddlers Leader Guide
Christmas • Session 5

NOTES



87Christmas

NOTES



88 Babies & Toddlers Leader Guide
Christmas • Session 5

NOTES



GOSPEL
THE

GOD’S PLAN for US

GOD IS KING. Ask: “Who is in charge at home? Who is in 
charge over the whole world?” Explain that God made everything! 
He is King over everything, and He is in charge.

WE SINNED. Ask: “Have you ever done something wrong?” 
Tell preschoolers that everyone sins, or disobeys God. Our sin 
makes God sad.

GOD SENT JESUS. Explain that God is holy and must 
punish sin. God sent His Son, Jesus, to take the punishment we 
deserve. Read John 3:16.

JESUS LOVES. Ask: “Do you like presents?” Explain that 
Jesus gives us the best present. He never did anything wrong, but 
He was punished in our place. Jesus wants to take away our sin 
because He loves us.

Pray that God will save your preschoolers. As you faithfully teach the 
Bible, you are planting gospel seeds in children’s hearts. Ask God to grow 

the preschoolers into children who love and trust in Jesus.

While preschoolers might not be ready to respond to the 
gospel, use this guide to help young minds begin to grasp big 

truths about Jesus and the kingdom of God.
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