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Help the Youth Help Others! 
This Thanksgiving, for many reasons, not every family will gather 
around a delicious meal with all of the trimmings. The youth will 
be going to Denver on November 24 to fill Thanksgiving food  
baskets for Food for All at Highlands UMC. 

The following items are requested:
t1 box stuffing                              t1 can or mix gravy
t2 cans of corn                             t1 can cream of mushroom soup
t1 container of crunchy fried onions t2 cans of green beans   
t1 can fruit cocktail                       t1 box Jell-O
t1 box or can of sweet potatoes t1 can of cranberries
t1 box, can, or mix of pie filling  t1 pie crust (nonperishable please)  

t$10 gift certificate to a local grocery store.

Join us on Sunday, 
December 1 at 4:30 pm 
for a service to celebrate 
the beginning of Advent 
led by our children and 
youth.

Afterward, enjoy a soup supper provided by the fami-
lies sending their children to Buckhorn Camp. Love 
offerings will be gratefully accepted.



SUNDAYS
8:30am
Traditional Service

9:45am
Praise Worship

11:00am
Traditional Service
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The red and gold leaves of October have fallen and ushered us into a month 
where we reap the benefits of the fall harvest. Traditionally, in a time when 
fresh vegetables are a scarcity it was natural to give thanks remembering 
the summer growing season. As I think about seasons of thankfulness, I am 
reminded of a Ted talk from 2008 in which a young Australian woman, Hai-
ley Bartholomew, found that she wasn’t enjoying life. She described herself 
as feeling lost and stuck on a treadmill. It was almost inexplicable. She was 
married to a man she loved and had beautiful children who held her heart. 
So why was she feeling so down about her life? Hailey sought the counsel 
of a nun, who advised her to spend time each day reflecting on something 
for which she was grateful. Hailey began a project called “365grateful”. 
Every day she took a photograph of something for which she was grateful. 
It changed her life, for it allowed her to see things she had never noticed. 
Hailey had always thought of her husband as unromantic. One day she took 
a picture of him serving up dinner, the thing which she was grateful for that 
day. She noticed for the first time that the largest portion of pie was placed 
on her plate. She realized that the largest portion was always placed on her 
plate and that this was one small but profound way her husband showed 
his care for her. Hailey had found mothering a “boring job”, but as she took 
photos of her children holding out their hands to her, playing and exploring, 
she discovered how much joy and wonder there was in her world. Through 
the art of gratitude Hailey found herself lifted out of her rut and celebrating 
life.

The holidays can be a two-sided coin, on one side is the joy that the ma-
jority of our culture anticipates, and yet there can also be sorrows and 
stresses, as we remember a lost loved one, or become anxious about the 
season’s financial implications. As we move into this season of Thanksgiv-
ing let’s strive to look beyond the biggies, of food on the table or a roof over 
our heads, but also take time give thanks for the little things? The small 
ways that we show our care for others, can make a big impact on the overall 
health of our community. If recognizing our individual gratitude can illu-
mine the joys of the world, how much more joy can be 
sown to others, out of our own thanksgiving? They say 
it takes thirty days to break or start a new habit, consid-
er anticipation of the holidays as a time to practice giv-
ing thanks for the small things. Who knows, you might 
just start a whole new 365 days of seeing the world 
differently? My friends, tis an honor and a privilege to 
be a part of your community, 

I wish you a most blessed Thanksgiving! 

Jeremiah

 



FUMC NEWS

Page 3

CHRISTMAS COOKIE JAR
Bakers & Shoppers Needed!
Each year we make and sell over 200 dozen fancy Christmas cookies to benefit 
the Youth Mission Fund. To make this event a success, we need everyone’s help. 
We are currently in need of many bakers who will donate a couple dozen “pretty” 
homemade cookies or candy. Donations can be dropped off from 9:00 am - 6:00 
pm on Friday, December 13 in East Coy Hall. Please sign-up at the Ask Me Desk 
or speak with Ann Kessler. Not a baker? You can also support the youth by shop-
ping at the Cookie Jar which is Saturday, December 14 from 9:00 - 11:00 am. The 
price for cookies this year is $7/lb. Come early. We usually sell out by 10:30 am!

POINSETTIA ORDERS! 
It is almost time to be thinking about placing your order for a poinsettia plant 
(or plants), to decorate the sanctuary for Advent. The plants are 6 1/2 inches, 
and will come in a gold foil pot cover. The cost of each plant is $10.00. Order 
forms will be in the worship bulletins on Sunday, November 24, December 1, 
and December 8. Please make your check payable to FUMC and on the memo 
line write Poinsettia. Attach your check to your completed order form, and place 
it in the offering plate. Order forms will also be available at the Ask Me Desk for 
your convenience. Thank you for helping to decorate the sanctuary at this very 
special time of year!

20/20 VISION FOR FIRST UMC

What is your vision for our church in 2020? You can help the church to see more clearly by returning 
your 2020 Vision for First UMC card. So far, a few things you have expressed a hope to see are: 

●	 growth among younger people and children
●	 more ministries for seniors
●	 Outreach ministries to our neighborhood
●	 a church that fosters deep relationships and friendships
●	 more diversity in our congregation and more. 

You have said that you think we can do some things to make our visions be-
come realities such as:

●	 start a single parent support group, update the interior of the building, offer more evening study 
groups for parents, hire a new staff position for the purpose of growth in younger people

●	 advertise our columbarium to the community, establish a senior ministry
●	 Intentionally try to reach out to our neighbors, advocate for affordable housing for seniors and 

single parents
●	 help younger people replace social media relationships with real relationships in their commu-

nity of faith
●	 intentionally reach out to those who have been excluded from churches or marginalized by them

Get your cards in - your vision for the church is important. 
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CIRCLE OF LIFE
VOLUNTEERS OFFERING REAL HELP FOR HURTING CHILDREN
Circle of Life, a program started by Bev Goodier, M.A., offers counseling, education, and support for chil-
dren who do not have financial resources or reasonable access after experiencing loss, such as death, 
divorce, incarceration of a parent, etc. Bev trains competent and dedicated volunteers to teach classes for 
children who are experiencing such loss. We have 22 people including 2 youth who volunteer for training 
and leading classes in Thompson Schools and Boys and Girls Club. Our volunteers meet monthly for con-
tinued training and support. Last year (2018-2019 school year) we conducted 23 classes in 5 schools and 
2 more in the Boys and Girls Club to reach more than 150 children. Research shows that early interven-
tion after a loss can help prevent a host of issues, such as complicated grief, posttraumatic stress disor-
der, depression and anxiety, suicide, addiction, developmental disruption, etc., that can develop in people 
(particularly children) who receive no help after a loss. My thanks to our wonderful volunteers who give 
so much. Bev Goodier.

HELP FOR YOUR HOLIDAY GRIEF: SUGGESTIONS AND SUPPORT
 
December 1 & 8
9:45-10:45  Room E240 
If you have questions please contact 
 Bev Goodier bev@lifesupportsystem.com
 970-238-0693

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED WITH BEREAVEMENT RECEPTIONS AT FUMC-
This is assisting with the Bereavement Receptions in Coy Hall following the memorial service in the sanc-
tuary. The church provides the refreshments (punch, coffee & cookies).You would be responsible for mak-
ing the coffee, and punch, putting the refreshments out on the serving tables, serving the refreshments, 
and greeting the family and their guests as they come into Coy Hall. There is also a minimal amount of 
clean-up afterwards. You would not be responsible for any set-up or take down of tables & chairs. If you 
would be willing to help with this special hospitality time, please call Linda Barrow at (970) 622-8486 or 
email her at j.l.barrow@q.com. Thank you in advance for your help and support of this special ministry.

ANGEL TREE GIFTS AND CHRISTMAS DINNER BAGS 
The Missions Committee would like to team with you to spread some Christmas 
cheer to residents of our community. FUMC is again partnering with Prison Fellow-
ship to provide Christmas gifts to 60 Loveland area children who have one or both 
parents residing in the Colorado correctional system. We are also helping seven 
homeless families in the One Community, One Family (OCOF) program. You can pick 
up gift tags with ages, sizes and gift suggestions at the Angel Tree display in Lobby 
Court on November 10 and 17. Fifty-five residents at Harvest Pointe, a low-income, 
senior facility and the seven OCOF families will receive Christmas dinner bags filled 

with non-perishable food items and a grocery gift card to help complete the meal. Checks made to FUMC 
with “Christmas food bags” on the memo line will help provide the $2,000 needed to purchase the food 
and gift cards. Want to help deliver gifts on Saturday, December 7? Sign up at the Ask Me Desk on Novem-
ber 10 or 17. We thank you in advance for your help and generosity.
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YOUTH MINISTRY

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
CLUB 345
We are going to Fly High on Sunday, November 10.  Meet at the church at 2:00 pm. Return 
by 4:00 pm. Please RSVP to Ann Kessler or Marc Messervey. Club 345 is for all 3rd, 4th 
& 5th graders. Friends are always welcome. If you have any questions, please call Ann 
Kessler at (970) 290-2796.

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP NOVEMBER ACTIVITIES
November 1-3: Ignite Senior High Conference! 
November 3: No Youth Group - Get some sleep!
November 6: Wednesday Breakfast Club at 8:00 am in Youth Range.
November 10: Youth Fellowship from 4:00-6:00 pm - Game Day.
November 13: Wednesday Breakfast Club at 8:00 am in Youth Range.
November 17: Youth Fellowship from 4:00-6:00 pm - Thanksgiving Dinner.
November 24: Food for All from 12:00 - 5:00 pm in Denver. Meet at the church at 12:00 pm.

MID HIGH YOUTH GROUP NOVEMBER ACTIVITIES
November 3: Youth Fellowship from 4:00-6:00 pm - Program by Bev Goodier on loss. 
November 10: Youth Fellowship from 4:00-6:00 pm - Game Day.
November 17: Youth Fellowship from 4:00-6:00 pm - Thanksgiving Dinner.
November 24: Food for All from 12:00 - 5:00 pm in Denver. Meet at the church at 12:00 pm.

PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT 
Parents, need a night out? On Friday, November 22 our wonderful nurs-
ery staff will offer a night out from 5:00 - 9:00 pm for children ages 
birth through 5th grade.  Please reserve a spot by contacting Alison 
Williams in the Nursery or sign-up at the Ask Me Desk.

WELCOME TO OUR NURSERY STAFF
My name is Bailey Williams. I have been going to FUMC all my life. I moved 
from Louisiana to Colorado in 2013 and started going to church here. I’ve been 
on many mission trips with our church. My interests are arts, photography and 
music. I have been playing the ukulele, and viola for years and am currently 
learning guitar. I’m a Senior at Mountain View High School and I will graduate 
May 2020.




