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LESSONS OF
THE TURTLE:
LIVING
RIGHT SIDE UP
This is your life. You can hurt it. You can
heal it. You can make it count for something. You can make it count for nothing.
You can make it fruitful. You can make it
useless. You can re-create it. You can destroy it. You can worry about it. You can
change it. For this is your life. And this
is your chance to do something about it.
You may never get another opportunity
like this again.
For 45 days during Lent, the church will focus on lessons found in
Steve Goodier’s book, Lessons of the Turtle: Living Right Side Up.
Books are available for $8 at the Ask-Me Desk and in the church office.
Starting March 14, for each of the Thursdays and until Easter,
discussion of Steve’s book will take place in Coy Hall. Each week’s
topic is designed to help us live right side up. These Living Right
Side Up dinners will begin at 5:30 and conclude at 7 pm. The first
supper will be pot-luck: just bring whatever you’d like to share.

Times Of Worship
SUNDAYS
8:30am
Traditional Service
9:45am
Praise Worship
11:00am
Traditional Service

THE PASTOR’S PEN

(cont’d from p 1)

Hello beloved church! To get us started this month, here are a few facts
about turtles. Did you know that turtles belong to the oldest class of reptiles, even older than snakes and crocodiles? Turtles have been on the planet for over 200 million years! Some species of turtles can absorb oxygen
through their skin, which allows them to stay submerged for long periods
of time. The world’s smallest turtle is the American Bog Turtle, when full
grown is only three to four inches long! On the other end of the spectrum
are Leatherback sea turtles, which can grow to nine feet! Sadly, many turtle
species are threatened or endangered due to use for food, illegal capture as
pets, cosmetics, and medicines. For an animal that survived the extinction
that killed off the dinosaurs, perhaps there are lessons yet to learn from the
turtle.

Speaking of which, that is exactly what we will be studying throughout this
Lenten season! Rev. Steve has authored a book entitled Lessons of the Turtle:
Living Right Side Up; this book will provide the foundation for an evening
meal and group discussion, Sunday morning sermon series, children’s sermons and personal devotional mediations. You may choose to do it all, or
pick and choose how you might like to engage in this study. If you choose to
read the book along with the series, copies may be purchased for $8 at the
Ask Me Desk.

In the seasons of the church, Lent is a time of reflection and personal inventory as we journey towards Easter. Often Lent is seen as a dower time of
repentance, or a time to give up something we love like chocolate. Our hope
is that through this study on living right side up, that you might see this time
of Lent, as a time of newness, a time fresh with possibilities. Rather than
thinking about what we need to change in our lives, how might we see our
lives as a new gift? It has been my observation, that when a group of people
read the same book or see the same movie, there is often excited conversation around the shared experience. It is my hope that this happens to us
throughout this study, that we all might grow a little
deeper, and a little closer as we share this experience together. I’m looking forward to the journey, I
hope you tell a friend and come join us!
Blessings!
Jeremiah
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Rev. Jeremiah Harris

FUMC NEWS

THINK SPRING AND EASTER FLOWERS
On Easter Sunday the sanctuary, once
again, will be decorated with assorted
spring flowering plants with minimal
Easter lilies. Order forms will be in the
worship bulletins on the following Sundays; March 24 and 31, and April 7. The
plants will be $10.00 each and come in
pastel colored pot covers. Please make
your check out to FUMC and in the memo section write Easter plants. Place
your completed order form and check in the offering plate or hand to an usher. Additional order forms will be available at the Ask Me Desk and during the
week in the church office.

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION TO AWARD
SCHOLARSHIPS

The Community Foundation of Northern Colorado will award more than
25 scholarships totaling $60,000. The Foundation carries out the wishes of
donors by providing financial support to students from a variety of backgrounds and education goals. The Award Criteria is as follows:
1. A student who is, or whose family is, a member of the Loveland First
United Methodist Church.

2. A student who is a prospective graduating high school senior or a former
graduate who is attending an institution of higher learning.

Attention
all Ushers,
Sunday School
Teachers, and
Youth Sponsors

A CPR/First aid class will
be offered on March 2 and
March 9. Pick the date that
works best for you. 9:00
am -1:30 pm in Fellowship
Hall. Reserve your spot at
the Ask Me Desk. There is a
limit of 20 participants per
class. If you have any questions please contact Ann
Kessler at akessler@fumcloveland.com or (970)
290-2796.

3. The number and amount of award will be determined by the Board of
Directors of the Loveland Methodist Foundation; and the Board will
consider scholarship (grades), financial need, and participation in
extracurricular activities.

Pick up an application in the church office. Completed applications must be
in the Loveland Methodist Foundation mailbox by the glass office door by
5:00 pm on April 15.
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YOUTH MINISTRY
“ReVive” Senior High Youth Group
November Activities
March 3: Youth Fellowship 4:00-6:00 pm
March 10: Youth Fellowship 4:00-6:00 pm
March 17: No Evening Youth
March 24: Youth Fellowship 4:00-6:00 pm
March 31: Plan Sunrise Service

Joins us every Wednesday morning (except March 20) in Youth Range from 8:00-9:15 am for
breakfast.

“YES” Mid High Youth Group
November Activities
March 3: Youth Fellowship 4:00-6:00 pm
March 10: Youth Fellowship 4:00-6:00 pm
March 17: No Evening Youth
March 24: Youth Fellowship 4:00-6:00 pm
March 31: Youth Fellowship service 4:00-6:00: Plan Sunrise Service

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
Music Ministry

March 24 the children will be offering special music at the 8:30 service.

CLUB 345

All 3rd, 4th, & 5th Graders

On March 24 we will meet at the church to take blankets to donate and learn about
Mathew’s House for foster children. We will be gone from 2:00 - 4:00 pm.
Parents, Need a night out?   On March 29 our wonderful nursery staff will offer a
night out from 5:00 - 9:00 pm. Ages birth through 5th grade is welcome. They will
have a pizza dinner. Please reserve a spot by contacting Alison Williams in the Nursery. If you are interested in volunteering on these evenings, doing activities with the
elementary kids or rocking babies, please contact Ann Kessler at (970) 290-2796.
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BUDGET PERFORMANCE REPORT:
FROM THE BUSINESS MANAGER’S OFFICE
2018 Year End Report

Total Income				January - December 2018			$714,448.28
Total Actual Expenses		
January - December 2018			
$676,867.02
Total Expense Budget		
January - December 2018			
$681,726.51

THANK YOU!!! Thank you for the offerings you have made and are making to our church. Your offerings, of your time, of your God-given talents, and of your money, help support all that we do at First
United Methodist Church Loveland.

MANY THANKS
To the beautiful members of First United Methodist Church:
I am a friend and neighbor to one of your church members, and I was the unbelievably lucky recipient of $200 in
King Soopers gift cards that your church distributed during the government shutdown.
I had just started my new business when my husband was furloughed, so my family was in a very tight situation. When I opened the mail that day, I found your letter in the stack of bills and immediately started crying. In
your letter, you stated that “it isn’t much,” but to me and my family, it was help and hope at a time that we greatly
needed it.
I want you to know that I have and will continue to pay it forward. I used part of the gift card to buy little gifts to
leave for the people of Northern Colorado as part of my NoCo Secret Samaritan mission:
www.facebook.com/nocosecretsamaritan.
I am a firm believer that one small act of kindness can start a chain reaction that will change the world. And your
act of kindness has certainly changed my world. I’m forever going to remember your gift.
Thank you so much...You have no idea what your kindness meant to us.
~The NoCo Secret Samaritan J
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