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THE PASTOR’S PEN
by Rev. Jeremiah Harris

Happy New Year Friends, I pray that each of you have had
a blessed Christmas season! One of things I love about
being a native Coloradan is the tradition of leaving up the
Christmas lights just a little bit longer than most. If you
are new to this tradition,
locals will tell you that
it’s customary to leave
your Christmas lights on
through the end of the
National Western Stock
Show ending the last
week of January. This
provides a warm winter welcome for people
visiting Denver during
the darkest and coldest
time of the year. This
idea of light and warmth is the message that we celebrate
through Christ’s birth. We know that amidst the darkness
of politics, cancer, mourning, financial instability, strained
relationships, etcetera, that Jesus continues to shine the
light of hope. In our darkest and coldest spiritual seasons,
there remains a source of light and warmth. (cont’d on p 2)

Times Of Worship
SUNDAYS
8:30am
Traditional Service
9:45am
Praise Worship
11:00am
Traditional Service

O come

Desire of
XXXNations,
bind
in one the

hearts

of all mankind.

Bid thou our sad division
cease,
And be thyself our

(cont’d from p 1)

Those who participated in the advent book study, The First Christmas, read
that one of the author’s themes was a desire to keep the light of Christ lit
beyond December 25TH. They feel that too often we tend to hold Christ and
the magic of Christmas in our hearts until we put baby Jesus away with the
rest of the decorations in the attic. I can sympathize with a general weariness to keep celebrating the consumer driven hype. Yet, I have observed that
even some devote Christians are ready to move on, as soon as the packages
have been exchanged. What would it look like for us as Christmas people, to
continue to celebrate Christ’s birth well beyond the New Year?
My hope is that maybe we can have a better sense of experiencing and
proclaiming the light of Christ without these secular distractions in the way.
Maybe now is the time to really hold onto what Christ’s birth truly means,
not only in our hearts, but as a light for others to see. I remember a line in
an episode of MASH, in which Col. Potter said “a toast to the New Year… may
she be a D*** sight better than the old one.” That might sound a bit dramatic
since we are not in the middle of the Korean War; however we seem to be
a country that is continually becoming more divided, and unfortunately the
church is not immune to such division. Rather than seeking unity, our culture seems to be entrenching in division.
Another theme from The First Christmas study is that as Christians, if we
want our world to reflect a closer image of God’s Kingdom, then we must
become active participants. If we are to be followers of Jesus, then we are
making a political statement. This is not red versus blue statement, but rather powerful statement about what God’s kin-dom looks like. How we might
be the light of God in a cold, dark world. How might we be a light of unity, and
welcome? No small task to be sure! Yet if we hold the light of Christ beyond
January, and choose to fan the flames of compassion, and love, our Christmas
light will shine bright making 2019 and how we treat our neighbors “a D***
sight better than the old one!”
O come Desire of Nations, bind
in one the hearts of all mankind.
Bid thou our sad division cease,
And be thyself our King of Peace.

King
of
Peace.
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Happy New Year!
Rev. Jeremiah

Rev. Jeremiah Harris

FUMC NEWS

DO YOU HAVE AN INTEREST IN MARKETING?
What has previously known as the Long Range Planning Committee has
shifted gears to focus on outreach and marketing. The committee is looking
for individuals who are interested in exploring different avenues for promoting our church. This could include public relations, such as providing
water bottles at the Foote Lagoon concert series, to exploring brand recognition during Loveland’s downtown activities. If this kind of promotion of
our Church excites you, please contact Norma Flaming or Rev. Jeremiah.

BUILD HOMES IN THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
WITH LOVELAND HABITAT
Loveland Habitat for Humanity staff is organizing a spring 2019 trip to serve Habitat homeowners in the Dominican Republic (DR). You will experience a different
culture and so much more. The trip date is
April 7-14. Thrivent Financial will be partnering with Habitat raising funds
for decent housing in the DR. Flyers with trip details are on the Ask Me Desk.
Email Chris Zwakenberg at chris@lovelandhabitat.org or call him at (970)
669-7343, for more information about this awesome opportunity.  

Every good and
perfect gift
is from above,
coming down
from the Father
of the
heavenly lights,
who does not
change
like shifting
shadows.
(1 Chronicles 16:11-12)

METHODIST MEN’S FELLOWSHIP WILL HEAR
“AFTER CHRISTMAS MUSIC”

Happy New Year 2019! Methodist Men’s Fellowship starts the New Year with
a great music program. The program, “After Christmas Music”, will be given
by Gil Garcia, accompanied by Judy Pearson. This entertainment will provide
a rousing start for the New Year. As always, we look forward to a wonderful
breakfast from our kitchen chefs. Join us on Sunday, January 6 at 7:00 am in
Coy Hall for good entertainment, conversation, and fellowship. Everyone is
welcome!
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YOUTH MINISTRY
“ReVive” Senior High Youth Group
November Activities

January 6: Youth Fellowship from 4:00 - 6:00 pm - Games & Undecorating Coy Hall.
January 13: 5:00-6:00 pm - Parent/Youth mission trip & Youth 2019 meeting in Coy Hall.
January 20: No Youth Fellowship tonight.
January 26: Youth Leadership Conference (YLC) at First UMC Cheyenne. All Mid & Senior High youth
encouraged to attend.
January 27: Youth Fellowship from 4:00 - 6:00 pm - Movie Night - The Ultimate Gift.
Senior High - Join us every Wednesday morning in Youth Range at 8:00 am for breakfast

“YES” Mid High Youth Group
November Activities

January 6: Youth Fellowship from 4:00 to 6:00 pm - Games & Undecorating Coy Hall.
January 13: 4:00-5:00 pm - Parent/Youth mission trip & Youth 2019 meeting in Coy Hall.
January 20-21: Mid High Sledding trip to Buckhorn Camp. Leave at 11:00 am and return at 11:00 am on
January 21.
January 26: Youth Leadership Conference (YLC) at First UMC Cheyenne. All Mid & Senior High youth
encouraged to attend.
January 27: Youth Fellowship from 4:00 - 6:00 pm - Movie Night - The Ultimate Gift.

THANK YOU!

A Great Big Thank you to goes to everyone who baked the lovely cookies for
the Cookie Jar. Thank you also, to everyone who came and shopped for the
lovely cookies. The youth are very grateful for all your support. The senior
high youth raised $1,586.50 to go toward their mission trip to Albuquerque,
NM. Thank you!

MID HIGH SLEDDING RETREAT THIS MONTH!

January 20-21: Sledding at Buckhorn Camp. We will leave right at 11:00
am on January 20 to go to Buckhorn Camp. We will spend the night at the
Buckhorn Lodge, playing games, and have dinner. We will return January 21
about 11:00 am. Please RSVP to Ann Kessler with $20.
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ATTENTION MID & SENIOR HIGH YOUTH
PUT THIS ON YOUR CALENDAR

Open to 6th -12th grade, Youth Leadership Conference or YLC is our youth legislative session for the Mountain Sky Conference. At this event, we make decisions on new pieces of legislation as well as vote in new representatives from
churches to be a part of the Conference Council on Youth Ministries. This board
is made up of youth from all over the conference and meets 4-6 times per year
making decisions about youth activities like Ignite, YLC, Youth Quest, YSF (Youth
Service Fund) and more. Not only do we have fun and fellowship through our
keynote speaker, worship bands, and small groups, but also through our engagement with the communities around us. When: January 26 in Cheyenne, WY.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
CLUB 345

January 20: Sledding at Buckhorn Camp. Leave at 11:00 am and return at
4:00 pm. Bring your lunch.

EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Our Education Committee will have their first meeting of 2019 on Wednesday, January 9 at 5:30 pm in the
Balcony. This month we will welcome our new members and discuss upcoming events for the year.
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