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COOKIE Bakers & Shoppers Needed!
The Cookie Jar is the largest bake sale FUMC has ever seen! Each year
we make and sell over 200 dozen fancy Christmas cookies to benefit the
youth mission fund. To make this event a success, we need everyone’s
help. We are currently in need of many bakers who will donate a couple
dozen “pretty” homemade cookies or candy. Donations can be dropped
off anytime between 8:30 am and 6:00 pm on Friday, December 14.
Please sign up at the Ask Me Desk or speak with Ann Kessler. You can
also support the youth by shopping at The Cookie Jar which is Saturday,
December 15 from 9:00-11:00 am. The price for cookies this year is $7/lb.

Opportunities for Service in December
1. Bell ringing with your family for the Salvation Army. Sign up for a shift at
the Ask Me Desk.
2. Support Truscott
Elementary by attending the
Pozole Dinner on December 5
from 5:30-7:30 pm.
3. Purchase presents for
Angel Tree recipients.

Times Of Worship
SUNDAYS
8:30am
Traditional Service
9:45am
Praise Worship

11:00am
Traditional Service

Worship Schedule for
December, 2018
Sermon Series:
Unlikely Heroes
December 2 Joseph
December 9 Elizabeth
December 16 Unknown heroes
December 23 The Innkeeper
December 24 Christmas Eve
Time for Christmas
Services at 4:00,
6:00, and 8:00pm

THE PASTOR’S PEN
Dear church family,

Sometimes fact is more mysterious than fiction. I clipped a newspaper
article several years ago from The Denver Post which tells a story that is
strange . . . and beautiful.

Stan heard in church about a Denver family facing a rather bleak Christmas
holiday. Medical bills robbed them of any extras; they would not even have a
tree. Stan’s pastor asked him if he would cut a Christmas tree for them.
So Stan and his son Jay headed up into the Rockies in the family pickup.
However, the truck skidded off the icy road and hit a boulder that shattered
the windshield. Jay was showered by glass slivers and suffered from shock
and crash trauma. Stan was uninjured, though somewhat shaken.
Cars sped past that day -- maybe 200 of them. Only two stopped to help. A
gentle, dark-haired woman took the boy into her car to comfort him while
her husband and another man helped Stan move his truck off the road.
Then this kind couple drove father and son to Stan’s home and quietly left
without identifying themselves.
Stan was discouraged that he was unable to cut a tree for the family that
his church was trying to help. But later in the month, the pastor asked if
Stan might deliver a food basket to the same unfortunate family. He found
the house, but he could hardly find his speech when the door opened. For
standing there before him was the same couple who had stopped to help
him on the mountain road when so many others had passed him by.

There is a strange power in love. Some folks may call it an amazing
coincidence. Others might say it was divine providence. But I choose to
think that love has its own power, and that sometimes these kinds of
mysteries are better left unanalyzed. Let them remain mysteries. And enjoy
the wonder of it all. For whenever we choose to be kind,
we just might be surprised by joy.
May your Christmas season be filled with love, wonder
and joy.
Rev. Steve
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FUMC NEWS
FUMC WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP

Our FUMC Women’s Fellowship will meet Thursday, December 13 at
12:00 pm in West Coy Hall for a salad luncheon. All FUMC women and
guests are welcome! Each time we meet, we support a local group.
Our project in December is to bring cans of fruit (for Salvation Army
clients). If you are able to attend, please bring a salad to share and
cans of fruit (pears, peaches, etc.). Please let Darlene Lowe know if you
plan to be there, so that we will know how many places to set. RSVP to
Darlene at 667-3101 or email her at Aldarlowe@gmail.com.

RING THAT BELL!

Christmas season is not too far off. Our church will again be helping
out in the Salvation Army Red Kettle campaign. We are always grateful
for those of you who have participated in the past, and thankful for
any new volunteers who could help this year. We will be ringing at
the Sam’s Club (on east Eisenhower) on the following five Saturdays:
November 24, December 1, 8, 15, and 22 from 9:00 am-7:00 pm.
Please consider volunteering for an hour or so. A sign-up sheet is at
the Ask Me Desk in Lobby Court or you may email Paul Williamson at
williamsonp52@gmail.com or call him at (970) 646-2322.

PRIME TIMERS SING IN THE SEASON

The Prime Timers present the seasonally acclaimed “Ladies’ Ensemble”
to “Sing in the Season” at the holiday luncheon at 12:00 pm on Friday,
December 14. After a succulent luncheon, we’ll join in anticipation,
celebration, and adulation centering on the joyous advent season. This
is a very special once-a-year event. Join us! Don’t miss it! Please do
sign up at the Ask Me Desk so we can be sure to prepare a place for
you. (There will be a planning meeting on Wednesday, November 28, at
10:00 am in East Coy Hall.

Continuing
our POINSETTIA
Tradition!
Support our tradition of
decorating the sanctuary
with poinsettias by
submitting your order! On
Sunday, December 2 and
9 order forms will be in
the worship bulletins for
ordering your poinsettias.
The poinsettias will be red
and come in gold foil pot
covers. The price of each
plant is $10.00. Please
complete the order form,
make your check payable
to FUMC and in the memo
section write poinsettia.
Place your check with your
order form, in the offering
plate or hand it to one of the
ushers. Extra order forms
will be available at the Ask
Me Desk, and also in the
church office during office
hours.
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FUMC NEWS

Christmas Offering

OUR 2018 CHRISTMAS OFFERINGS
Our Mission team, after some careful thought and two interviews, has selected four mission projects to
support with this year’s Christmas offering. One project is international, one national and two local:

Guatemala Mission Trip - approximately 20+ people will be making this trip in February 2019 paying
their own expenses approaching $2,000 each to build houses as they have done the past three years. They
will go again under the auspices of Pura Vida (Denver non-profit approved by UMC). This portion of our
offering, $5,000, will be used to buy needed supplies for the construction of homes.
Hurricane Michael Recovery - This hurricane devastated portions of the southeastern U.S. The United
Methodist Committee on Relief was there early and continues to assist in the ongoing recovery. Our gift
will be sent through the Alabama-West Florida Conference of UMC to help with clean up and recovery.

Circle of Life, a program started by Bev Goodier, M.A., offers counseling, education and support for
children who do not have access to services after experiencing loss, such as death, divorce, incarceration
of a parent, etc. Bev trains competent and dedicated volunteers to lead these free classes in area schools,
Boys & Girls Club and FUMC. Research shows that early intervention after a loss can help prevent a host
of issues, such as complicated grief, post traumatic stress disorder, depression, anxiety, suicide, addiction,
education disruption, etc.
Women’s Spiritual Circle - a new effort, facilitated by Jessica Gartner LSW of our own congregation,
reaches out to millennials from our own congregation and those in our community who may be turned
off by Christianity and the church as they understand it, but not by the teachings of Jesus. After some
good success with a pilot project, Jessica is ready to continue with two groups of millennials for further
exploration in being able to become spiritually whole and in contact with God on a daily basis.

BUDGET PERFORMANCE REPORT:
FROM THE BUSINESS MANAGER’S OFFICE
Total Income				
Total Actual Expenses		
Total Expense Budget		

January - October 2018			
January - October 2018			
January - October 2018			

$583,856.95
$556,039.04
$568,106.33

Full Total for 2018 Budget								$681,726.51

Thank you! Thank you for the offerings you have made and are making to our church. Your offerings,
of your time, of your God-given talents, and of your money, help support all that we do at First United
Methodist Church Loveland.
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parents shopping day out
Parents, do you need a day out to get your Christmas shopping
done? On December 15 from 9:00 am-1:00 pm our awesome
nursery staff will offer daycare with lunch included, so you can
prepare for the holidays. Please sign up at the nursery or at the
Ask Me Desk.

CAMPFIRE AND CAROLS
AT BUCKHORN CAMP-FREE EVENT!
If there is enough interest in this event, we can put together a
carpool and take the van and suburban to the camp. If you are
interested, please RSVP to Ann Kessler at: (970) 290-2796 or
email her at akessler@fumcloveland.com. For more information
you can also go to the website: buckhorncamp.org

Fa-la-la-la-la

la-la-la-la
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
Holiday schedule for children’s ministry
		

December 23: Sunday School at 9:45 am. No music today.
December 24: Come worship at 4:00, 6:00, or 8:00 pm.
December 30: No Sunday school today.

CLUB 345
On Sunday, December 9 from 2:00-4:00 pm come help decorate a Christmas tree and
deliver it to Brookhaven and then entertain the residents with some Christmas Carols.

YOUTH MINISTRY

Mid High Sledding Retreat next month!
Mid high youth will go sledding at Camp Buckhorn if there is enough snow. The plan
is to leave at 8:00 am Saturday, January 5 to go to our destination to sled for the day.
We will be home by 11:00 am on Sunday. Please RSVP to Ann Kessler with $15 by
December 17.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR:
FEBRUARY 15-18:
Senior High Ski & Love Retreat
Ski all day Saturday at Sunlight and Sled at Aspen all day
Sunday, swim in the evenings at the hot springs pool. Nonskiers are $60 and skiers are $110. This includes all costs
except ski rentals ($20). $50 down payment due January
13. Call Ann Kessler for more details at 290-2796.
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YOUTH MINISTRY

2018 Ignite Spiritual Retreat at
Buckhorn Camp

Front Row: : Erin Harders and Cassie Fanning
Second Row: Sawyer Keith, Ann Kessler,
Matthew Utley, Abbi Flaming, Ryan Hennings,
Tyler Sarsfield, Cannon Leitz

The senior high spent the weekend at the Buckhorn
Methodist Camp at the Rocky Mountain Conference
Methodist Senior High Retreat. It was a weekend away
from phones, computers and homework to focus on God,
prayer and reconnecting to nature and one another. Our
theme for the weekend was Life’s Second Chances-We are
all here! We spent the time rotating between workshops,
our keynote speaker, and small groups. Much time was
spent in fellowshipping with the youth of other churches
as well as discussing the topic of belonging to a beloved
community. We ended Saturday night
with a lip-sync battle and a dance
party. We took time to really listen to
what God is saying to us. Thank you
for your prayers for us during our
journey.

Youth Leadership Conference (YLC)
Attention Mid & Senior High Youth – Put it on your calendar:

Open to grades 6-12, Youth Leadership Conference or YLC is our youth legislative session for the Rocky
Mountain Conference. At this event, we make decisions on new pieces of legislation as well as vote in
new representatives from churches to be a part of the Conference Council on Youth Ministries. This board
is made up of youth from all over the conference and meets 4-6 times per year making decisions about
youth activities like Ignite, YLC, Youth Quest, YSF (Youth Service Fund) and more. In recent years, YLC has
had a service component as well. Not only do we have fun and fellowship through our keynote speaker,
worship bands, and small groups, but also through our engagement with the communities around us.
When: January 25-27 at location to be determined.
Cost: $50.00. Registration due to Ann Kessler by December 17.

OUR CHILI COOK WINNERS
Best Overall: Ginger Champion
Spiciest Chili: David Williams
Most Creative: Brett Kenders
People’s Choice: Brett Kenders

Thank you to everyone that entered chili, set up and cleaned up, and the
wonderful church families that came and had dinner with us that night.
You are all appreciated very much by the youth. We raised $700 to go
toward Casper, WY and Albuquerque, NM mission trips this summer.
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YOUTH MINISTRY

December Activities

“ReVive” Senior High youth group december Activities

December 2: Hanging of the Greens Service. Help set up for soup supper at 3:30pm. Event starts at
4:30pm

December 8: Christmas Party 6:00-8:00pm at Katie’s Clubhouse, 1935 Grays Peak Dr. Loveland. Bring a
snack to share and a white elephant gift under $10
December 9: Youth Fellowship from 4:00-6:00pm - weary mediation and games
December 14: Set up for the Cookie Jar. 3:30-5:00pm
December 15: Work the Cookie Jar. 8:30-11:00am

December 16: Youth Fellowship from 4:00-6:00pm - Plan New Year’s Eve Eve party

December 23: Sing carols and give out hot chocolate in Old Town with First UMC Ft. Collins or Judge
lights 5:00-7:00pm

December 24: Come to a Christmas Eve service at 4:00, 6:00, or 8:00pm

December 30: New Year’s Eve Eve party 7:00-10:00pm

“FISH” Mid High youth group december Activities
December 3: Youth Fellowship from 4:00-6:00pm.

December 7: Christmas Party 6:00-8:00pm at Lexi’s, 6370 Ozark Ave. Loveland - Bring a snack to share
and a white elephant gift under $10
December 9: Youth Fellowship from 4:00-6:00pm - weary mediation and games

December 16: Youth Fellowship from 4:00-6:00pm - Plan New Year’s Eve Eve party

December 23: Sing carols and give out hot chocolate in Old Town with First UMC Ft. Collins or Judge
lights 5:00-7:00pm

December 24: Come to a Christmas Eve service at 4:00, 6:00, or 8:00pm

December 30: New Year’s Eve Eve party 7:00-10:00pm
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