
Advocates for Justice 

Minutes of May 16, 1017 

 

Attendance:  Karin DeLaney, Sharon Stonecipher, Judy Stout, Martha DiCicco, Kristi 

Hornick, Marlene Thurman, Helen Goody, Rev. Jeremiah Harris, Roger Williams, Terry 

McIntosh, Larry Jones, Kay Jones. 

 

Kay opened the meeting with a quote from Maya Angelou. 

 

Martha recommended the book, “Becoming Nicole”, by Amy Ellis Nutt as a very good 

description of transgender. 

 

Larry told the group that the Church Council approved having a church-wide meeting 

chaired by John Stewart to create dialogue to see if the issues surrounding the Welcoming 

Survey can be resolved.  He will work with Steve, Terry, Judy, and John Stewart to set a 

date and understand John’s plan for leading the meeting. Ways we can advertise the 

meeting when the time comes are to include it in the weekly email from the church, put it 

on the website, TV, facebook, in the Window if there’s time, and from the pulpit. 

Terry has talked with Ann Kessler and will again talk with her to have the youth 

represented at the meeting. 

 

3-minute testimonials were discussed.  Topics to be included are:  mental illness, drug 

use, incarceration reintry, homelessness, sex trafficking, suicide-marginalized teenagers, 

LBGT, immigration, ageism. 

 

It was felt that videotaping would be easier for the people discussing these subjects and 

that an interview format would be more personal and connective to the church body.  

Possible questions would be: 

Is being accepted different from being welcome? 

How has church supported or failed to support you? 

Where have you found God-or a higher being? 

How can we be a good neighbor to you? 

 

Perhaps the “song of the month” could be, “If We’re the Body”. This could be sung each 

time a video is played in church.  We’re thinking that these would be done once a month 

or as a sermon series. 

 

Karin suggested that we start Evening conversations on social issues, once a month or so. 

Helen will talk to a lady from Life for the Innocent or Matthews House, who deal with 

sex-trafficking.  Kristi noted a sting which took place at Johnson’s Corner in January, 

which was the largest sex-trafficking sting in the nation. 

 

Darin Gardner was suggested as a speaker about the Homeless. The police department 

would be a resource/speaker about opioid usage and sex-trafficking. 

 



Kristi told us about the very successful Grand Opening of The Reintry Initiative.  They 

already have a possible housing location in Longmont, months ahead of schedule. Hooray 

for Kristi!  Her talk could be one of the Evening conversations topics.  

 

Larry made a plea for bus drivers. 

 

Jeremiah closed the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Submitted by Kay Jones 


