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Advent at Loveland FUMC
Finding the Missing Reason For the Season

Join in Fellowship for any or all of these Wonderful Events:
(More information about each inside)

Saturday December 2:

		

Advent Fair - 10:00am until noon

Sunday December 3:
		 Unpacking Christmas - sermon
Sunday December 10:

		 Unwanted Gift - sermon
		 Dreamweavers Handbell Concert - 4:00pm in the Sanctuary

Wednesday December 13:

		

Truscott Elementary Pozole Fundraising Dinner - 5:30-7:30pm

Saturday December 16:
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revjeremiah@fumcloveland.com
cell: 310-0393

		

Cookie Jar - 9:00-11:00am in Coy Hall

Sunday, December 17:

		 8:30 and 11:00am - Chancel Choir Cantata
		 The Gift of Christmas: Worshipping the Gift and The Giver
		 9:45am Undoing Excess dialogue sermon at 9:45

Sunday, December 24: Christmas Eve Services
Unwrapping Christmas - sermon

Services at 10:00am, 4:00, 6:00, or 8:00pm

Times Of Worship
SUNDAYS
8:30am
Traditional Service
9:45am
Praise Worship

11:00am
Traditional Service

Worship Schedule for
October, 2017
Sermon Series:
Unwrapping Christmas:
Finding the missing
reason for the season
December 3 Unpacking Christmas
December 10 Unwanted Gift
December 17 Undoing Excess
(dialogue sermon at 9:45)
December 24 Christmas Eve
Unwrapping Christmas
Services at 10:00am, 4:00,
6:00, or 8:00pm

THE PASTOR’S PEN

A little boy and girl were singing their favorite carol in church the Sunday
before Christmas. The boy concluded “Silent Night” with the words, “Sleep
in heavenly beans.”
“No,” his sister corrected, “not beans. Peas.”

The story reminds me of the wonderful and hectic holiday season many of
us are approaching soon.

Dave Garroway was, for many years, the host of the TODAY show on NBC
television. Someone once asked him about his understanding of Christmas.
He replied: “I’ve noticed that when people are asked what they want for
Christmas, nine times out of ten, they answer with something material.
That used to be amusing to me, but it’s not amusing to me any longer. I
happen to be one of those people who can afford anything he wants, but
I find what I really want, I can’t buy at all. I want peace of mind, peace of
soul; the kind of peace you have when you don’t really want anything.”
What a tremendous feeling of peace - to not WANT anything. At least not
anything money can buy.
What do you want for Christmas? It might be one of those things you’ll
never find in a store or gift-wrapped under a tree.

What I want most can best be summed up in words like “faith” and “hope”
and “love.”
For myself, I want faith. Faith enough to see light in even the bleakest of
situations. Faith enough to believe that goodness will prevail in the end.

For my loved ones I want hope. Abundant hope. Hope in tomorrow. A hope
that helps them believe that better times lay ahead so they can take that
next step.
For my world I want love. And I believe that the solutions to most of
our biggest problems will only be found when we decide that we are
indeed one family. The problems of war, health care, crime in city streets,
immigration and unemployment take on a different hue when I am talking
about my brothers and sisters whom I love dearly.
Do you also want things you can’t buy? What if we all decided to go after
the things this year that truly matter? That can be the greatest gift of all.
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(The Pastor’s Pen, continued on page 3)

FUMC NEWS
(The Pastor’s Pen, continued)

Our Advent messages will be about unwrapping Christmas. We have
wonderful programs planned throughout December. I hope the church
can help you to pursue those gifts that matter most - the ones your
soul desires.
And may this be your best Advent and Christmas seasons ever!
Merry Christmas,

Rev. Steve Goodier

TIME TO
PURCHASE YOUR
POINSETTIAS!
Rev. Steve Goodier

DREAMWEAVERS HANDBELL CONCERT
WILL RING IN THE ADVENT SEASON
The Dreamweavers are returning to First United Methodist Church!
They will perform their Christmas concert on Sunday afternoon,
December 10 at 4:00pm in the sanctuary. Dreamweavers is a
configurable small handbell ensemble with six members from along
the Front Range of Colorado. They combine their musical talents
and perform solos, duets, trios, quartets, quintets, and sextets with
varying combinations of ringers. You won’t want to miss their unique
presentation. The concert is free – a freewill offering will be taken.

THE JOURNEY SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS

The Journey Sunday School class will be taking a break for the holidays
but will return with a new video study. The study is called Countering
Pharaoh’s Production-Consumption Society Today, featuring Walter
Brueggemann. Mr. Brueggemann is an American Protestant Old
Testament scholar and theologian who is widely considered one of the
most influential Old Testament scholars of the last several decades.
The study will begin on Sunday, January 7 at 8:30am in the Conference
Room, E230, and will run for five weeks.

It is that time, once again,
to order your poinsettia
plant(s) to adorn the
sanctuary on Christmas Eve.
You will find an order form
in the worship bulletins on
Sunday, December 3 and
December 10. December 10
will be the last Sunday you
will be able to place an order.
The plants will be red and
will be in 61/2 inch pots with
gold foil pot covers. Please
make your check payable
to FUMC, and in the memo
section write poinsettias.
You can put your check along
with the order form in the
offering plate or take it to the
church office during regular
weekday office hours. Order
forms will also be available
at the Ask Me Desk. The cost
of each plant is $10.00.
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FUMC NEWS

CHRISTMAS OFFERINGS

This year the Mission Committee has designated the following three areas for our Christmas offering.

$5,000 will be used to buy supplies to build two houses in Guatemala. There are 25 people going under
the auspices of the Pura Vita Center to Guatemala to build homes. Twenty of those going on this trip from
February 10-18 are from our church. Each person pays their own travel and living expenses of $1,875.
The rest of the money will be divided between the Loveland Community Kitchen and the Ministry of Giving program in Zimbabwe, Africa.

The Community Kitchen was founded in 1996 and shares a building with Meals on Wheels at 427 N.
Garfield Avenue (not far from our church). The Kitchen serves a continental breakfast and a main meal at
noon every day and an evening meal once a week. Anyone can eat there at no cost, although donations are
accepted. Volunteers prepare and serve the meals. There are people from our church who volunteer. If you
are interested in volunteering, stop in and see how you can help.
Dr. Emmanuel and Florence Mefor work in Zimbabwe, Africa. They have served as medical missionaries
since Emmanuel received his degree in 1997. FUMC has joined with churches in several states to support
their work by contributing $2,500 annually. When the Mefors were in Loveland this year they told us of
their Ministry of Giving program which serves the poorest of the poor – primarily widows and widowers
with no extended family who need medications daily and do not have a reliable food supply. In addition,
this ministry helps these people replace their homes that have been destroyed by floods and storms with
what the HGTV Network would term “tiny homes.” The Mefors have been funding this program from their
own salaries.

SIGN-UP TO PROVIDE ALTAR FLOWERS

The 2018 Altar Flower Calendar is now available. It is located on the bulletin
board in Coy Hall (kitchen side). Each Sunday our altar is enhanced by a lovely
floral arrangement provided by our members in honor or memory of loved ones
or in celebration of a birthday, anniversary, or special occasion. Choose a date on
the calendar and provide your name and phone number. You will be contacted
a few weeks before about the flower arrangement and bulletin information. Call Virginia Brant at 6633866 if you have any questions. Thank you to all of you who have provided flowers in 2017. It is greatly
appreciated!

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE IN DECEMBER

1. Bell ringing with your family for the Salvation Army. Sign-up
for a shift at the Ask Me Desk.

2. Support Truscott Elementary by attending the Pozole Dinner
on December 13, 5:30-7:30pm.
3. Purchase presents for Angel Tree recipients.
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FUMC NEWS
COOKIE BAKERS & SHOPPERS NEEDED!
The Cookie Jar is the largest bake sale FUMC has ever seen! Each year we make and sell over
200 dozen fancy Christmas cookies to benefit the youth mission fund. To make this event a success,
we need everyone’s help. We are currently in need of many bakers who will donate a couple dozen
“pretty” homemade cookies or candy. Donations can be dropped off anytime on Friday, December 15.
Please sign-up at the Ask Me Desk or speak with Ann Kessler. You can also support the youth by
shopping at The Cookie Jar, which is Saturday, December 16 from 9:00am - 11:00am.
The price for cookies this year is $7/lb. Several varieties of popcorn will also be on sale.
Come find perfect gifts for your postal worker, hair dresser, or teachers.

GETTING READY FOR ADVENT AT THE ADVENT FAIR
All are welcome to get Advent started in creative, interactive style on Saturday, December 2 at
10:00am. There will be an Advent Wreath gathering led by Barbara Johns-Schleicher, retired
United Methodist clergy; and one on making Christmas ornaments using up-cycled materials
like wrapping paper, jingle bells and cardboard tubes led by Laura Morgan. The Advent candle
wreath gathering is a time to learn the symbolism of the Advent Wreath, create the wreaths
and then have the first meditation with a candle of light. Materials fee for this experience is
$25.00. (This gathering is limited in size, so early registration is encouraged.) You may sign-up
for either of these experiences at the Ask Me Desk in Lobby Court.

PARENTS SHOPPING DAY OUT
Parents, do you need a day out to get your Christmas shopping
done? On December 16 from 9:00am - 1:00 pm our awesome
nursery staff will offer daycare - lunch included, so you can
prepare for the holidays. Please sign-up at the nursery or the
Ask Me Desk.
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
PUPPET MINISTRY

Kindergarten - 6th grade kids: You are invited to join us on Sundays whenever you can.
Meet at the back of the Sanctuary after the Children’s Message in the 8:30am service.
OR meet us in the puppet room at around 8:45am. Puppet Time ends at 9:35am.

CLUB 345
On Sunday, December 10 from 2:00-4:00 pm, come help decorate a Christmas tree and
deliver it to Brookhaven and then entertain the residents with some Christmas Carols.

Special Holiday Notices For Children’s Ministry

December 24: Come at 10:00am, 4:00, 6:00, or 8:00pm. No Puppets or Sunday School this day.
December 31: Worship at 9:30 or 11:00am. No Puppets or Sunday school this day.

YOUTH MINISTRY
MID HIGH SLEDDING RETREAT NEXT MONTH!

January 4-5: Sledding in Estes Park or Camp Buckhorn if there is enough snow. We will
leave at 8:00am January 4 to go to our destination to sled for the day. We will be home by
11:00am on Friday. Please RSVP to Ann Kessler with $15 by December 17.

SENIOR HIGH SKI & LOVE RETREAT
Mark your calendar: January 12-15: Senior High Ski & Love
Retreat to Glenwood Springs. Ski all day Saturday at Sunlight
and sled at Aspen all day Sunday, swim in the evenings at the
Hot Springs Pool. Non-skiers are $60 and skiers are $100. This
includes all costs except ski rentals. $50.00 down payment due
December 17. Call Ann Kessler for more details at 290-2796.
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YOUTH MINISTRY

2017 IGNITE SPIRITUAL RETREAT AT BUCKHORN CAMP
The senior high spent the weekend at the Buckhorn Methodist Camp at the Rocky Mountain Conference
Methodist senior high retreat. It was a weekend away from phones, computers and homework to focus
on God, prayer and reconnecting to nature and one another. Our theme for the weekend was Exactly
where you are supposed to be! We spent the time rotating between music, our keynote speaker, Kaitlin
Elmore, and small groups. Much time was spent in a prayer walk and fellowshipping with the youth of
other churches as well as discussing the topic of belonging to a beloved community. We ended Saturday
night with a lip-sync battle and our Mike Fanning took first place with his Talking Heads song, Same as it
Ever Was and an awesome time doing the hat dance and other line dances. We took time to really listen to
what God is saying to us. Thank you for your prayers for us during our journey.
Front Row: Mari Viers, Allie
Spirek, Matt Wlodarchak, Cassie
Fanning, Ann Kessler
Second Row: Daniel Clegern,
Cannon Leitz, Mike Fanning, Abbi
Flaming, Drake Harrison, Charles
Diediker, Wally Lankford, Britta
Wenman, Ben Clegern, Lauryn
Simon, Sawyer Keith, Brandon
Fidler, Tyler Sarsfield

YOUTH LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (YLC)
Attention Mid & Senior High Youth – Put it on your calendar:
Open to 6th-12th grade, Youth Leadership Conference or YLC is our youth legislative session for the Rocky
Mountain Conference. At this event, we make decisions on new pieces of legislation as well as vote in
new representatives from churches to be a part of the Conference Council on Youth Ministries. This board
is made up of youth from all over the conference and meets 4-6 times per year making decisions about
youth activities like Ignite, YLC, Youth Quest, YSF (Youth Service Fund) and more. In recent years, YLC has
had a service component as well. Not only do we have fun and fellowship through our keynote speaker,
worship bands, and small groups, but also through our engagement with the communities around us.
When: January 26-28 at First United Methodist Church Pueblo.
Cost: $50.00. Registration due to Ann by December 17th.
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YOUTH MINISTRY
“REVIVE” SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP DECEMBER ACTIVITIES
December 3:
December 8:
		

Youth Fellowship 4:00-6:00pm in Youth Range.

Christmas Party 6:00-8:00pm at Cannon’s, 8334 Steeplechase, Windsor
Bring a snack to share and a white elephant gift under $10.

December 10: Youth Fellowship 4:00-6:00pm in Youth Range.
December 15: Set-up for the Cookie Jar, 3:30 - 5:00pm.
December 16: Work the Cookie Jar, 8:30-11:00am

December 17: Youth Fellowship from 4:00-6:00pm

December 24: Come to a Christmas Eve service, 10:00am, 4:00pm, 6:00pm, or 8:00pm.
December 31: No Evening Youth Group-Happy New Year.

“FISH” MID HIGH YOUTH GROUP DECEMBER ACTIVITIES
December 3:
December 8:
		

Youth Fellowship 4:00-6:00pm in Youth Range.

Christmas Party 6:00-8:00pm at Ella’s, 1809 Moonstone Ct. , Loveland
Bring a snack to share and a white elephant gift under $10.

December 10: Youth Fellowship 4:00-6:00pm in Youth Range.
December 15: Set-up for the Cookie Jar, 3:30 - 5:00pm
December 17: Youth Fellowship from 4:00-6:00pm

December 24: Come to a Christmas Eve service, 10:00am, 4:00pm, 6:00pm, or 8:00pm.
December 31: No Evening Youth Group-Happy New Year.
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