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Our Virtual Reality
Uncertain times have required some unique measures for staying connected 
with our church family. FUMC is working hard to provide some sense of 
normalcy while there is much less than normal about our current lifestyles. 
Here is a partial list of how FUMC is reaching out, meeting, connecting and 
worshipping while sheltering in place. 

Video Worship
 Our ministry team and gifted musicians prepare a video worship 
service each week that can be enjoyed at your leisure, anytime Saturday 
night and thereafter. You can find links to the service on our website: 
www.fumcloveland.com or, on our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/
fumcloveland  

Sunday Morning Coffee with the Pastors
 At 11:00AM Sunday mornings, you're invited to an online "Zoom" coffee 
time to just chat with the pastors and check in on other church family 
members. This Zoom link is also on our website and in the weekly e-mail.

Virtual Sunday School
 At 9:30AM, you are invited to "Come One, Come All"  for a virtual Sunday 
school lesson. Children and adults can connect with other church families 
via a Zoom meeting for a virtual Sunday school lesson. This Zoom link is 
also available in Rev. Steve's weekly e-mail.

Facebook Connect
 Several of our church family members are engaging in sharing 
challenges issued on our Facebook page. If you would like help setting up a 
Facebook account and participating, e-mail Joy Shaw at: pnjs@frii.com and 
she will send you a YouTube video link with directions.

Keep watching the e-mails, as plans are in the work for adding Holy Happy 
Hour and who knows what else may be designed as needs or ideas arise. 



SUNDAYS
8:30am
Traditional Service
9:45am
Praise Worship
11:00am
Traditional Service
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Worship Schedule for 
APRIL, 2020

Times Of Worship THE PASTOR’S PEN
Dear friends,

What a challenging few weeks we’ve had! The whole nation is severely 
affected by COVID-19. So here at FUMC we’ve learned a few new tricks: 
how to worship by video, how to have fireside chats with the pastors by 
video-conferencing, how to keep up with members better by telephone, 
how to provide Christian education and fellowship to children and their 
families without actually meeting together. I don’t know about you, but I’ll 
be happy when we’re back in our building again.

In the meantime, we are continuing the ministry of the church in a 
world that needs us more now than ever. More pressure has been put on 
community programs that care for the helpless. More people feel hopeless 
due to loss of jobs. And more folks are frightened about the future. The 
world needs the hope of Jesus Christ now more than ever.

First UMC will continue to BE the presence of Christ in Loveland. As long 
as we’re here, whether or not we’re in our building, WE ARE THE CHURCH. 
The church is not a building - it is you and me loving God and working 
together.

So I remain hopeful and optimistic about our future. This, too, shall pass, 
and God will still be here.

We can’t worship in our building this Easter. That is sad, but I recall that 
many Christians never had a building to worship in. We can still proclaim 
that Christ Is Risen, and celebrate Easter with an abundance of joy. So let’s 
do that! Let’s be a joyous congregation proclaiming to all that the living 
God reigns in our world.

Our Missions Committee has decided on three important recipients for 
our Easter offering this year – the United Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR), Loveland Habitat for Humanity, and our very own youth. These 
projects are all identified in more detail on page 4.

Talk about spreading love and hope - these projects are examples of what 
makes our church great. If you’d like to contribute to these important 
ministries, please write EASTER OFFERING on your check or envelope. 
And remember, you can now give online by clicking on the "DONATE" tab, 
at: www.fumcloveland.com

Thank you for your regular contributions to the ministry of this church. 
Since we’re out of our building, financial giving is down. Our staff is 
working hard from home, however, and we’re happy that we still have the 
finances to pay them. If you’d like to give a gift to help keep the regular 
ministries of our church running as smoothly as 
possible, you may send a check to the church or give on 
the website.

May God continue to provide for you and sustain you, 
especially during this challenging time.

Faithfully yours,

Steve Goodier 

April 5: 
Palm Sunday &

The Passion

April 12: 
Easter Sunday

Can We Find Joy
in a Time Like This

April 19:
I Can Stay the Course

April  26:
 I Can Do Things

I Don't Feel Like Doing

Rev. Steve Goodier
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ONLINE WORSHIP IS HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL
About 300-400 of you are watching our worship services online. Thank 
you to all of the people and the staff that makes this possible. 

Our Easter worship is titled: “Can You Still Find Joy?” We can’t all be 
together this Easter, but we can enjoy worship and celebrate Easter. If 
you let people know that they can find our recorded services by clicking 
into our website at www.fumcloveland.com, others outside the church 
can join in. There is no reason we cannot still invite people to join us for 
worship, especially those whom we know do not have their own church 
home. And who knows, they may join us once we return to our building. 

Let us all have a joyous Easter, remembering that, in the spite of great 
adversity today, Christ is Risen. We are not alone.

GIvING 
OPPORtUNItIES

As we miss out on our 
weekly worship meeting 
times, please consider your 
opportunities to give and 
sustain the church, via these 
methods.

Donate Online: Click on the 
"Donate" tab on our website,
www.fumcloveland.com

Envelopes: May be dropped 
off in the outdoor mailbox 
near the east office door or 
mailed to the church.

King Soopers Accounts: 
Did you know that you can 
designate your King Soopers 
Community Rewards to 
FUMC Loveland?

Amazon Smile: You can also 
designate FUMC Loveland as 
the recipient of your Amazon 
purchase rewards.

WOULd YOU LIkE tO HELP FROm HOmE? 
Julie and Bob Monroe are organizing volunteer helpers in the church 
to assist any who may be in need. As social distancing and job closings 
continue, needs of members of the congregation my grow. In order to 
be prepared, they suggest that the following items would be helpful to 
keep on had so we can get them out to people in need.

Non-Perishables

canned soup
canned vegetables
canned beans (legumes)
tuna
pasta
rice
chicken broth

Toiletries

toilet paper
tissues
paper Towels
spray Disinfectant
anti-bacterial wipes
anti-bacterial hand soap
toothpaste

If you would like to donate any of these items, Julie and Bob are happy 
to pick them up at your house. Please contact them at: Julie 662-321-
3003 or Bob 970-685-7889.
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Easter Alleluias
ANNOUNCING 2020 EAStER OFFERING RECIPIENtS
The Mission Team has selected the following three organizations as recipients for our 2020 Easter 
Offering.

United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR).  UMCOR serves those who 
suffer from natural or human-caused disasters - be it famine, hurricane, war, 
flood, fire or other events—to alleviate suffering and to be a source of help and 
hope for those left most vulnerable.  They provide relief, response and long-
term recovery grants when these events overwhelm a community’s ability to 
recover on their own. UMCOR also provides technical support and training 
for partners to address emerging and ongoing issues related to disaster relief, 
recovery, and long-term health and development.  UMCOR serves people both 
in our county and internationally. 

  
Since its founding in 1987, Loveland Habitat for Humanity has partnered with 148 low income families 
in our community to build safe and affordable homes. Each year Habitat invites Loveland churches to 
provide volunteer work teams and financial donations to help pay for building supplies. Last year 19 
churches participated and raised over $20,000. In 2020 FUMC will have 4 Saturday workdays and a 
portion of the Easter offering will be donated.  

Our Youth Groups Summer Work Mission Trips will also receive a portion of our Easter Offering.  
The senior high kids are going to work in Houston on hurricane rebuilding.  We will be working for the 
Restoration Team which is a group of churches that have banded together to help those that need to 
rebuild.  We have 18 people going. July 10-19. Our mid-high kids and several young adults are going to 
Lake Okoboji United Methodist Camp this summer to help get the camp ready for campers.  We have 14 
people going. May 31-June 6

SUNdAY SCHOOL FOR FAmILIES
Join us each Sunday at 9:30 am for a virtual Sunday school led 
by Marc Messervey. Call in on Zoom. 

Join Zoom Meeting: https://us04web.zoom.us/j/4042296075
Meeting ID: 404 229 6075
Find your local number: https://us04web.zoom.us/u/fR8NhxNG8



CELEBRAtING EAStER At HOmE IdEAS
You will be able to celebrate Easter with us via our video broadcast, but we 
encourage you to search the internet to find resources for creating a wonderful 
celebration at home. Here are just a few ideas for reminding yourself and your family 
members to focus on the true meaning of Easter.

Make Some Resurrection Eggs! Resurrection eggs are a memorable way to connect 
Easter eggs with the story of Jesus Christ. There are many free printables and 
scavenger hunt ideas with a simple internet search. Other Easter crafts are abundant 
on the internet, as well.

Find an Easter Movie! The age group in your household will certainly determine  what you might select, 
but this is the perfect time to explore events related to the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Or, 
maybe make your own video of Easter traditions.

Video Conference Your Easter Grace. Many of us will be missing the fellowship of a large family 
gathering. Consider using Zoom, Facetime, Google Hangout or another conferencing tool to be together 
for a communal prayer time.

FUmC COLUmBARIUm UPdAtE
The City of Loveland Planning Commission Hearing was held on March 9, 2020. The church’s
application for the variance to allow the completion of the above ground columbarium was denied. The 
foundations have been removed from the construction site and the area has been backfilled. Moving 
forward, the Trustees Committee is actively investigating three possible columbarium options: rebuilding 
the columbarium underground properly engineered, looking at other locations on the church property 
for an above ground columbarium, and the possibility of locating the columbarium inside the church. 
When we have new information, we will provide updates.

COmmUNItY FOUNdAtION tO AWARd SCHOLARSHIPS
The Loveland Methodist Foundation is offering scholarships to prospective 
graduating high school seniors or a former graduate who is attending an 
institution of higher learning. Applicants or their family must be members of 
First United Methodist Church. Application Forms are available on the website 
at www.fumcloveland.com. Completed applications must be in the Loveland 
Methodist Foundation mailbox by the glass office door by Friday, April 17.

GRAdUAtING SENIORS!
Do you know a graduating senior or have one yourself?  We are planning 
to honor your student on May 17th throughout the morning during 
worship services and will have a reception for them at 9:30 am.  Please 
email Ann Kessler their senior picture at akessler@fumcloveland.com and 
a write up of their plans for next year.  

All information must be received by May 1st.
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FUMC NEWS
ALL ABOARd!!
This year’s Vacation Bible School theme is Rocky Railway — Jesus’ Power Pulls Us Through.

We are trying something new this year and are going to partner with Trinity 
UMC and First Congregational Church to hold VBS. Trinity UMC will host it at 
their location. There will be many opportunities to help. We need art leaders, 
storytellers, snack crew, games leader and other opportunities to serve. There is 
something for everyone. 

The dates for VBS will tentatively be June 22—26th from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm.  
If you are interested in helping some way please contact Ann Kessler at  
970-290-2796 or akessler@fumcloveland.com

 
Join us for FUmC’s 4th Annual Lip Sync battle: 
LIP “SYNC-O” dE mAYO 

Support the youth groups' summer mission trips!
Bring a friend and join us hopefully sometime in May or June at 5:30 in Coy Hall for an amazing night of 
dinner and entertainment.  We will have a true ‘Lip Sync Battle’ for FUMC bragging rights.

Dinner will be a taco dinner with all the fixin’s, then we will enjoy the Lip Sync battle.

Tickets will be $7.00/person or $25.00/family for dinner.  Please sign up to 
perform a song for the show. Please turn in music to Ann on a flash-drive 
in a mp3 format the week before. Seating will begin at 5:30 pm. Free-will 
donations to choose the Lip Sync Winner will be applied to the mission trip 
accounts.

For more information, contact Ann Kessler at 970-290-2796 or akessler@
fumcloveland.com.  The Mid High team will be going to Spirit Lake, IA and 
the Senior High Team will be going to Houston, TX for their mission trip.

mOtHER’S dAY tEA IN mAY!
(We hope that we can have this, but it may be canceled)

We are pleased to announce that on Saturday, May 9th, from 2pm to 3:30pm, 
we are once again celebrating all mothers with afternoon tea in their honor. 
There will be a variety of tasty teas to drink, along with assorted delicious 
refreshments. So, invite your mother . . . or grandmother . . . or someone 
else's mother. The whole family is welcome! We're looking forward to an 
enjoyable program with some special guests, and perhaps there’ll also be 
an entertaining game or two! Mark your calendar with the date and time 
and watch for more details during April! Sponsored by the Family Outreach 
committee.
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CORONAvIRUS ANd tHE SIx NEEdS OF mOURNING

by Center for Loss | Mar 26, 2020 | Article by Alan D. Wolfelt, Ph.D.

Alan D. Wolfelt, Ph.D., is an author, educator, and grief counselor. He serves as Director of the Center for Loss and Life 
Transition and is on the faculty of the University of Colorado Medical School’s Department of Family Medicine. Dr. 
Wolfelt has written many bestselling books on coping with grief, including Grief One Day at a Time and First Aid for 
Broken Hearts. Visit www.centerforloss.com to learn more about grief and loss and to order Dr. Wolfelt’s books.

The following is an excerpt from Alan D. Wolfelts's most recent article about dealing with our cultural 
challenges. You can find the complete article at his website: www.centerforloss.com

Alongside the physical pandemic, the novel coronavirus is causing a pandemic of grief. That’s what we’re 
all feeling right now—grief. It’s important to recognize that.

The virus is threatening every single person on Earth with myriad losses of every kind, from separation 
from loved ones to financial endangerment to canceled once-in-a-lifetime events and many, many more.

And then, of course, there is our worry. What will happen next? Will we get sick? Will people we care 
about get sick? Will people we love die?

Our anxiety about all the future unknowns is also part of our grief. In fact, it’s called “anticipatory grief” 
because our minds and hearts are naturally trying to anticipate and prepare for what’s to come.

So we’re grieving. Grief is normal and necessary because it’s part of our love, and I’m sure you agree that 
love is our most precious asset.

But it’s also essential to recognize that we can and should work with our grief. 

This process of expressing our grief is called mourning. While each of us grieves and mourns in unique 
ways, we share six basic mourning needs. 

Need 1: Acknowledge the reality of the pandemic as well as your grief
Need 2: Honor all of your feelings 
Need 3: Practice gratitude for the good in your life
Need 4: Be kind to yourself
Need 5: Search for meaning
Need 6. Reach out to others to give and accept support

This pandemic will change the world, and it will also change you. The good news is that if you work on 
these six needs of mourning in the coming weeks, you will emerge from this liminal time a different per-
son. You might have the time to develop better self-care habits. You have the chance to solidify or improve 
relationships. And you may be able to gain more clarity about what really matters in your life (and let go 
of some of the things that don’t).

Grief is always a transformative experience, but this global grief may unify us like never before. I have 
great hope for our shared future. Please join me in mourning well so that we can live better, love better, 
and change the world—for the better.
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