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Searching for Sunday 
Lenten Book Study

Like millions of her millennial peers, Rachel Held 
Evans didn’t want to go to church anymore. The 
hypocrisy, the politics, the gargantuan building 
budgets, the scandals--church culture seemed 
so far removed from Jesus. 

Yet, despite her cynicism and misgivings, some-
thing kept drawing her back to church. And so 
she set out on a journey to understand church 
and to find her place in it. 

Join Rev. Jeremiah for this book study to begin 
Tuesday March 7 at 6:30pm. This book study 
will meet five Tuesdays between March 7 and 
April 4. If you wish to join the study please make 
arrangements to purchase your own book and 
read the first chapter for the first week’s discus-
sion. Books or Kindle editions can be ordered 
through Amazon or Barnes and Noble. Just ask 
for Searching for Sunday: Loving Leaving and 
Finding the Church by Rachel Held Evans. 



SUNDAYS
8:30am
Traditional Service

9:45am
Praise Worship

11:00am
Traditional Service
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Times Of Worship THE PASTOR’S PEN

Sermon Series  
MARCH 2017

Rev. Jeremiah Harris

Lessons from the 
Most Important 
Week in History

Steve and Jeremiah 
will begin a sermon 
series March 5 titled 
“Lessons from the 
Most Important Week 
in History.” They will 
lift up people and 
events found in the 
passion narrative of 
Matthew and extract 
from them important 
lessons to be learned 
from that most 
important week. This 
series will run until 
Easter, April 16.

THE IDES OF MARCH

The ides of March…wilder than a March Hare…March of the penguins…
Isn’t March an exciting month? As Coloradans we look forward to the 
warmth of the coming spring, but we are also not fooled knowing that 
snow could block us from getting to the supermarket any given day!  
Yet, there is comfort about March that even though we know there is 
the possibility for snow we can still feel that spring is on the way.  

From a spiritual perspective, this time of year also offers a place where 
we can feel the presence of the Holy Spirit. In Celtic Christianity there 
is the belief that there is an unseen veil that separates this world, from 
the spiritual realm, and at certain times of the year the veil is at its 
thinnest, offering us places where we can more closely feel God’s spirit 
around us.  I have always felt that Ash Wednesday was one of these 
times. For some, the observance of Lent may seem as a dark and de-
pressing time of repentance yet as I have grown deeper in my own 
spiritual journey, I have come to welcome this time as a time of person-
al inventory.  Maybe it’s the conscious journey toward Easter, or it’s the 
time of the year that we can feel new life around us. Either way, rather 
than seeing the Lenten season as a dower experience, I invite you to 
seek it as a time of the rebirthing of your own spiritual life. 

Life is knitted together in the darkness of the womb, and in the sym-
bolic “darkness” of the Lenten season our spirits too can be renewed, 
knitting together are new relationship with the risen Christ at Easter.  I 
invite that you will join us March 1st for our Ash Wednesday service as 
a time for spiritual recommitment, and think about adopting a ritual or 
discipline that you can do each day to reflect on the ways God is guiding 
your life.  You might choose to take time for meditation, or to join one 
of our Lenten studies, or maybe you can commit to routine service in 
the community. In our world today its seems that 
at times we have to search harder to see the light, 
take strength knowing that God is not behind a 
veil but active amongst, around, and through our 
actions and the actions of fellow believers, and 
that is where we can find a very bright light! Sha-
lom my friends!



FUMC NEWS
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I DON’T LIKE ASH WEDNESDAy 

This Wednesday, March 1, you’re invited to usher in the Lenten season 
at FUMC. An Ash Wednesday service is planned for 7:00 PM. Rev. Steve’s 
title is: “I Don’t Like Ash Wednesday.” If a nursery is needed, please con-
tact the church office.

UMCOR SUNDAy

On March 26 FUMC will be par-
ticipating in UMCOR Sunday (for-
merly One Great Hour of Sharing) 
along with other United Methodist 
Churches around the world. For 
over 75 years the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief has been providing hope and healing along with love 
to “the least of these.”  UMCOR is often the first agency on the ground after 
disasters occur, helping to alleviate the suffering that is happening. In ad-
dition they are working with long term projects such as eliminating Ebola 
and Malaria.  You will be invited to use the special offering envelopes avail-
able in the bulletin March 26 to support this work.

DECORATING THE SANCTUARy FOR EASTER 
SUNDAy 

On Sunday March 26 and April 2 order 
forms will be in the worship bulletins to 
order spring flowers to decorate the sanc-
tuary for Easter Sunday. The plants will 
come with pastel pot covers and be $10.00 
each. Please complete the order form and 
in the memo section of your check please 
write Easter flowers, and place both in 
the offering plate.  Order forms will also 
be available at the Ask Me Desk and in the 
church office during regular office hours 
for your convenience. Easter lilies are not 
included in the spring flowers due to some 
individuals having allergies to this plant.
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FUMC NEWS

WHAT WAS OLD IS NEW AGAIN WITH UNITED METHODIST WOMEN!

We have reorganized, simplified and strategized. Recognizing that Methodist Women are busy...busy…busy, 
we’ve cut back on our general meeting and circle dates. But NOT on commitment to mission and to issues 
facing women and families. With last month’s general meeting, we’ve moved to an “alternate month” Sat-
urday schedule. So both Noon Hour and Trinity Circles will meet in March (always on the third Thursday 
of those months). The unit will meet again in April. Darlene Lowe will present a lesson on Commitment for 
Noon Hour Circle in March. Her lesson will be drawn from the UMW plan and from other sources. Addition-
ally, Noon Hour Circle members will initiate a “Panty Party” mission at this meeting. Members are asked 
to bring “panties” for moms and kids who find themselves unexpectedly at the Alternative to Violence safe 
house. UMW invites all women to participate in our mission/justice emphasis circle and unit meetings.

THE BUS MINISTRy NEEDS yOUR HELP!

Hello my friends! Over the past year you have heard me request drivers for 
the bus from the pulpit, now I’m putting that request to ink. This is an impor-
tant ministry that allows those in our church family who are no longer able to 
drive, the opportunity to continue worshiping and being connected with their 
spiritual family. This is an amazing gift that you can offer to another in need. 
The good news is that we have received a new bus through a generous donor. 
The critical news is that currently we only have four drivers who can rotate 
throughout the year. That’s a lot of driving for a few volunteers. The hope is 
that we can recruit additional drivers to help lighten the load. Unfortunately 
if this is not possible, we may have to consider the bus running for only one 
service a Sunday, or worse, the possibility of discontinuing the program. If you 
can help, please email Rev. Jeremiah Harris at revjeremiah@fumcloveland.com 
or call him at (970) 310-0393 for more details. 

GUATEMALA TEAM TO SHARE THEIR  
MISSION EXPERIENCE

Members of the Guatemala Mission Team invite you to join them on 
Sunday evening, March 5, at 6:00pm in the church sanctuary as they 
share photos of and experiences from their January 28 - February 5 
trip to Guatemala. The team, led by Janie Williams of Pura Vida and Rob 
Proctor of FUMC would like to once again thank FUMC members and 
friends for their support of this effort. Your gifts through our Christmas 
Offering helped us to purchase supplies for a home being built for a 
widow with three children and wall around a school. We were also able 
to visit the families and tour the now completed homes that we began 
last year. Come see your support in action! 



YOUTH MINISTRY
“REVIVE” SENIOR HIGH yOUTH GROUP

March Activities

March 5: Youth Fellowship - 4:00-6:00pm
March 12: No Youth tonight - Spring Break
March 19: Youth Fellowship - 4:00-6:00pm
March 26:  Youth Fellowship - 4:00-6:00pm. First $50 mission trip deposit due.
Joins us every Monday morning (except March 13) at Dazbog Coffee for breakfast at 6:45am.

y.E.S. MID HIGH yOUTH GROUP  
March Activities

March 5: Youth Fellowship - 4:00-6:00 pm
March 12: No Youth Tonight - Spring Break
March 19: Youth Fellowship - 4:00-6:00 pm
March 26:  Youth Fellowship - 4:00-6:00pm. First $50 mission trip deposit due.
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This year our 2017 Youth Leadership 
Conference was held at the end of January 
at First UMC, Cheyenne, WY. There were 
about 100 people in attendance. During 
legislation they passed a resolution to be 
presented at Annual Conference in June. 
We also elected new CCYM and District 
Representatives for the next year.  Their 
terms will begin in August. From our 
church we welcome Ben Clegern, Cassie 
Fanning and Matthew Utley as members at 
large on CCYM and Abbi Flaming as Peaks 
& Plains District Representative. Ann 
Kessler was also nominated and accepted 
the adult co-chair for CCYM serving a two 
year term. CCYM stands for Conference 
Council on Youth Ministry.. Top Row: Cannon Leitz, Ben Clegern, Abbi Flaming, 

Matthew Utley, Lauryn Simon, Cassie Fanning, Brandon 
Fidler. Bottom Row: Charles Diediker, Ann Kessler, Ella 
Berdahl, Katie Sammons.

yOUTH  LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
Join us each week after the children’s sermon at 8:30am. Linda Marcinkowski, Angie Clarke and Helen 
Goody will lead elementary grades through 6th graders in our puppet ministry.  

PUPPETS

SUNDAy SCHOOL
Join us each Sunday during Sunday school through Palm Sunday, April 9th, to practice our songs and read-
ings that we will perform for the congregation on Palm Sunday. See the related article for more details.  
We will also wave palms at the beginning of each service. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
July 10-14

8:30-11:30am
  

Contact Ann Kessler at (970) 290-2796 or akessler@fumcloveland.com  if you would like to be part of 
the steering committee to plan this amazing event.

CLUB 345  

On March 5 we will meet at the Chilson Center to swim from 2:00 - 4:00pm. Bring your 
bathing suit and towel.  

Front Row: Anne 
Wible, Judy Graff, 

Susan Harding, 
Mary Lou Wells. 

Back Row: 
Virginia Brant, 
Mary Hannon, 

Julie Skeffington, 
Nancy Baker, Judy 

Pearson.

BUCKHORN SCHOLARSHIP FUNDRAISER UPDATE
Thank you to everyone that participated in our 1st Annual Lip Sync Battle 
for Buckhorn and dinner.  We had a ton of fun eating camp food and mak-
ing s’mores at our tables in the Coy Hall “Campground”. Between dinner 
and dessert we were entertained by our talented performers. The Sister 
Act team came in 1st place and Elvis (Hayden Berdahl) came in 2nd. We 
raised $893 to go toward Buckhorn Camp scholarships this summer. 
Matt Utley and Annabelle Blunck came in 3rd lip syncing to All American 
Girl by Carrie Underwood. Our other outstanding performers were, Lexi 
Champion, Charles Diediker, Misty Hague, Drake and Rayce Harrison, and 
Bailey and Gracie Williams.

Hayden Berdahl
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Rebecca Burton Aldrich 

 

903 North Cleveland Ave. 
Loveland, CO 80537 

970-667-2326 
becky@burtonandburtonlaw.com 

At Home Real Estate Co. 
231 West 4th St., Ste. 111 

Office - 970-203-1101 
Cell - 970-481-2133 

Rob Proctor, GRI  ePro 
 Broker 

Doug Rechkemmer 

Financial Advisor - AAMS 

        Edward Jones 
Making Sense of Investing 

 
525 N. Cleveland Ave. 
Loveland, CO 80537 

970-669-3820 
800-755-7436 

Randolph W. Starr & Michael A. Westbrook 
Attorneys at Law 

210 East 29th Street 
Loveland, CO 80538 

  Office: 970-667-1029 
 

Email: Randy@starrwestbrook.com 
            Mike@starrwestbrook.com 

Johnson 
Custom Flooring and Design 

 

Carpet ~ Hardwood ~ Tile ~ Granite 
Quality Products for Every Budget! 

 

2093 East 11th Street  
Loveland, CO 80537 

970-663-1266 

 

Coble Cruise and Travel 
 

Kitty Nutting 
 

970-663-5217 
kitnutting@aol.com 

 
Make Your Dreams Come True! 

   Dr. Brent W. Fidler 
         Optometrist 

 

        Family Vision Care 
    LASIK Co-Management 

    Glasses and contact lenses 
 

 1524 W. Eisenhower Blvd 
      Loveland, CO 80537 
          (970) 667-2954 

            fidlereyecare.com 


