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Welcome New Staff!

Jessica was born and lived in Guayaquil Ecua-
dor, where her father was a shrimp farmer, with 
her mother, older sister and younger brother. 
At age 6, she moved to Gainesville Florida and 
finally to Colorado at age 13. 

Jessica’s family has a long history in the Meth-
odist faith (with John Wesley’s peppering her 
family tree for 100’s of years) and even grew 
up going to the Methodist Church in Florida. 
However, having lost touch with the faith as a 
teenager she took a 15 year hiatus where she 
explored many other faiths. (continued on p. 3)

JESSICA GARTNER

Shirley Reed moved 
to Loveland in 2015 
with her husband, Lloyd.  They 
lived in Parker, CO in 1986-2007 
and moved to Northwest Ne-
braska to help Lloyd’s parents on the family 
ranch.  They have been married for 47 years 
and have two daughters, Amber who works 
as Manager of Little Thompson Water Dis-

trict and Lisa who works for National Weather Service in Boulder.  

SHIRLEY REED

Young Adult Ministries

(continued on p. 3)

Senior Ministries



SUNDAYS
8:30am
Traditional Service

9:45am
Praise Worship

11:00am
Traditional Service

Times of Worship THE PASTOR’S PEN

Rev. Jeremiah Harris
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MAY 2020 
SERMON SERIES

 
May 3

I can come back later

May 10
Everyone deserves 

respect

May 17
I can laugh at myself

May 24
I believe in me

May 31
I am made for love

Greetings Beloved FUMC Family,  
 
I pray that all of you are still healthy and doing well. I hope that you aren’t 
getting bored social distancing and at home. The truth is I’ve found that it’s 
not so boring at home. But I’ve found it interesting how one bag of rice 
has 7,456 grains of rice and another bag—7,489!  Who says there’s noth-
ing to do?  Actually the truth be told, the staff have spent this time rather 
efficiently as we have striven to re-imagine what ministry in isolation looks 
like.

Steve and I have had bit of a learning curve preaching to a near empty 
sanctuary but there are still a few who begrudgingly laugh at our jokes. 
These who are forced to subject themselves to our humor are some amaz-
ing volunteers who give so much of their time to make the technical magic 
of our recorded worship happen.  We’ve not only been blessed by their 
time and talents, but it’s been fun to watch them embrace this new chal-
lenge in creative ways.  Each week they come in with fresh ideas about how 
to make the next week’s service better than the past week.

 I hope that you were able to enjoy some of this creativity through our ecu-
menical Good Friday and Easter services. In each service the music quality 
has been fantastic, which is not an easy request when musicians are asked 
to record by distancing themselves.  Hopefully you saw the bell choir play 
as a choir while independently distancing themselves from each other, well 
done to Susan and David for making that happen.  Speaking of beautiful 
touches I hope you have noticed on the recordings that even though the 
sanctuary has been empty, the chancel continues to be lovingly decorated 
for each service…Thank you!

Our fellowship circles have also have become noticeably more comfortable 
with ZOOM conferencing.  Ann and Laura have been doing a ZOOM Sunday 
school for the youth, and many of you have tuned in to have coffee with the 
pastors for a Sunday morning coffee.  I don’t think that it will ever replace 
coffee in Coy Hall, but it has been a close second to see 
each of you who have signed on. Searches Class and 
Holy Happy Hour too, have been meeting, and if you 
are looking for other opportunities to getting away 
from counting bags of rice, get a hold of me and we’ll 
figure out how to get you connected. 

As Steve said in his Easter message, even in the midst 
of social distancing, we can find joy!  As we continue to 
travel through these uncharted waters, know that Steve 
and I pray for each of you every day, and that if you have 
prayer needs please don’t hesitate to reach out to us.  
One of the things that I am realizing both within our worship services, as 
well as in our greater Loveland community, is that we are all in this together!
Peace and Blessings,
Jeremiah 
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WELCOME NEW STAFF!

NATIVE AMERICAN OFFERING

Since we did not physically meet as a church on April 26, Na-
tive American Sunday in the United Methodist Church nation-
wide, you may wish to send a special offering to the church this 
month. This Sunday reminds us of the gifts and contributions of 
Native Americans to our society and helps support outreach to 
Native Americans within the United Methodist church. Together 
with this offering, we empower local spiritual development and 
education for Native American seminary students to serve God 
faithfully.

(cont’d from p. 1)

JESSICA GARTNER

During this time, Jessica got a Bachelor’s in Advertising from the University of Colo-
rado, worked in marketing in San Diego and even lived in Brazil for a couple of years 
teaching English and learning Portuguese. After returning to Colorado in 2009, Jessica 
earned a Master’s in Social Work and began working with children, youth and families 
in the mental health field. She eventually decided she needed to find a spiritual home 
and after years of searching in the Northern Colorado area, she found it in FUMC’s joy-
ous, warm, inclusive, spiritual approach to Christianity. She now proudly reclaims her 
Methodist roots! 

Jessica has been married to her BFF, Daren Gartner, since 2015. Their daughter Ayla was born the following 
year and their son Jamey (James Wesley) was born in 2018. Jessica spends her days playing outside, paint-
ing, writing, and seeking spiritual growth (heaven knows she needs it) with her close friends and family.

(cont’d from p. 1)

Shirley has been a Methodist most of her life and was excited to join FUMC in August 
2017.  She loves to work in her many flower and raised vegetable gardens, to being 
a Colorado Master Gardener, to volunteer in the community and to spend time with 
her family. Contact Shirley at:  sreed@fumcloveland.com 

SHIRLEY REED



CHILDREN’S & YOUTH MINISTRY
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MID HIGH, SENIOR HIGH & COLLEGE STUDENTS

Zoom in for Lunch on Wednesdays at 12:00 pm

Meeting ID: 934 502 604 - Password: 410965

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR FAMILIES

Join us each Sunday at 9:30 am for a virtual Sunday school led 
by Marc Messervey. Call in on Zoom. https://us04web.zoom.
us/j/4042296075

Meeting ID: 404 229 6075

GRADUATING SENIORS!

Do you know a graduating senior or have one yourself?  We are plan-
ning to honor your student on May 17th in the online worship.  Please 
email Ann Kessler their senior picture at akessler@fumcloveland.com 
and a write up of their plans for next year.  You can also send a video 
of them telling us their name, high school, and plans for next year.  All 
information must be received by May 10.  

Mother’s Day Tea and Lip Sync-o de Mayo have been canceled.  

In the darkest places of our own lives when we are stuck in our home sheltering 
in place, I invite you to pray that your life might be as fertile as the ground...that 
your life might burst forth with something new. ...Ask God, what is it that I need 

to tend to that will blossom and flourish? 

Bishop Karen Oliveto“ ”
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