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REPRESENTING FUMC LOVELAND 
IN THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN CONFERENCE

This year our 2018 Youth Leadership Conference was held at the end 
of January at First UMC, Pueblo, CO. There were about 80 people in 
attendance. We discussed the issue of homelessness, as well as, elect-
ed new Conference Council on Youth Ministry (CCYM) and District 
Representatives for the next year. Their terms will begin in August. 
This is a big deal for Loveland FUMC. There are two District Reps and 
an adult from each district and all three positions are filled by FUMC 
Loveland members. Additionally, of the 15 CCYM positions available, 
our church holds five of them. From our church we welcome Matthew 
Utley as our new CCYM President; Cassie Fanning, Abbi Flaming, and 
Lauryn Simon as Members At Large on CCYM and Brandon and Karissa 
Fidler as Peaks & Plains Youth District Representatives. Charles Diediker 
accepted the nomination for District Representative Adult. Ann Kessler 
will finish her second year as the adult co-chair for CCYM. CCYM stands 
for Conference Council on Youth Ministry.

This year, Abbi Flaming, Lauryn Simon, and Matthew Utley will be repre-
senting our youth at Annual Conference in Ogden, UT. Charles Diediker 
and Ann Kessler will be attending with them. 

Front Row: Ella Berdahl.  Middle Row: Judy Graff, Erick Robinson, Cassie Fanning, Karissa Fidler,
Matt Wlodarchak, Tyler Sarsfield. Back Row: Ann Kessler, Matthew Utley, Abbi Flaming, Lauryn Simon

Sawyer Keith, Brandon Fidler, Charles Diediker

Youth Leadership 



SUNDAYS
8:30am
Traditional Service

9:45am
Praise Worship

11:00am
Traditional Service
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Times Of Worship THE PASTOR’S PEN

Rev. Jeremiah Harris

Hello beloved community! It is always 
a blessing to sit down and write a love 
letter to this church, for which I am so 
grateful.  I cannot say what sort of pride 
the apostle Paul might have shared for 
the congregations he wrote letters to, 
but I can say that I am truly proud of 
FUMC, Loveland! One point of pride is 
that others within our conference are 
noticing our church’s vitality! On the 
district level, this past year our church 

has hosted the fall Lay Servant Ministries classes, our district charge 
conference, and the Mountain Sky Area’s Messy Church training.  Early 
this month our church will be hosting our District Conference meet-
ing on March 3rd, to which you all are invited.  Our congregation also 
hosted the ecumenical Shrove Tuesday pancake dinner which brought 
several denominations into our building for a night of fellowship.  It’s 
because of each of your contributions that make all these things pos-
sible, THANK YOU!

In other news, in case you were questioning your calendar, Easter is in-
deed on April fool’s day this year. That makes for a fitting good joke, Je-
sus over came death and his sprit continues to be at work in our world! 
This also means that Holy week is the last week of March this year. I 
happened to stumble over a reflection on the adage that March is “in 
like and lion and out lamb.” This source claimed Jesus comes in as the 
sacrificial lamb and goes out with a triumphant return as the lion of Ju-
dah. I know that sounds a little backwards in order, but they claim that 
this represents weather patterns of a false spring. I don’t know about 
that, but I do think that there is value in remembering that out of the 
season of Lent, there is new life.  

It is my invitation that this coming Holy Week offers you places to have 
meaningful experiences. One possibility will be 
our ecumenical Good Friday service held this year 
at First Christian Church, with our very own Dr. 
David Dunbar leading the community choir.  The 
quality of the sound alone is well worth coming! 
Also don’t miss the children performing on Palm 
Sunday. Hope to see you all soon! Peace and Bless-
ing to each of you!

MARCH 2018 
SERMON SERIES 

 
DO YOU HAVE THE 

TIME?

March 4  
Scripture: John 2:12-22

Title: Time to act 

March 11
Scripture: John 3:14-21 

Title: Time for compassion 

March 18 
Scripture: John 12:20-33 
Title: Time to show them 

Jesus 

March 25
Scripture: Mark 14:66-71 
Title: Time for Courage 
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EASTER OFFERINGS

The Missions Committee has designated the following 
three ministries as the recipients of our Easter offering.

Habitat for Humanity: FUMC has partnered with the 
local chapter of Habitat for many years and offers sev-
eral opportunities during the year to participate in building. 
This year’s dates are April 28, June 23, and August 25, if you’d like to par-
ticipate as well as donate.

Respite Care Inc of Fort Collins: Respite Care, Inc. is a nonprofit organiza-
tion in Larimer County that provides short term, quality care for chil-
dren with developmental disabilities, giving much-needed respite to 
their families, and enhancing the quality of life for the entire family. 
It’s open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, and provides its services on 
a sliding scale based on income. 

Methodist Church of Puerto Rico and United Methodist Com-
mittee on Relief: Four months after Hurricane Maria, Puerto 
Rico remains in a state of emergency with hundreds of thousands of 
people lacking electricity, food and clean drinking water. Our funds will be 
designated to help with ongoing recovery efforts in this devastated area.

The Missions Committee has designated the following 

 FUMC has partnered with the 

dren with developmental disabilities, giving much-needed respite to 
their families, and enhancing the quality of life for the entire family. 
It’s open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, and provides its services on 

DECORATE THE 
SANCTUARY  
WITH SPRING 
FLOWERS FOR 
EASTER!

On Sunday, March 4 and 
11, forms to order assorted 
spring flowers to beautify 
the sanctuary will be in 
the worship bulletins. Each 
spring plant will come in 

a pastel foil pot cover 
and cost $10.00 
each. Please make 

your check payable 
to FUMC and in the 

memo section write 
Easter plant. Attach 

your check to the or-
der form and place it in the 
offering plate or bring it 
to the church office during 
regular office hours. Addi-
tional order forms will also 
be available at the Ask Me 
Desk. 

WHY WE CELEBRATE UMCOR SUNDAY
•	 UMCOR Sunday is a special Sunday celebrated on the 4th 

Sunday of Lent - March 11

•	 On UMCOR Sunday we share the goodness of life with 
those who hurt.

•	 UMCOR stands for the United Methodist Committee on Relief.

•	 UMCOR shares God’s love with communities everywhere after disasters, 
war, or whenever relief is needed.

•	 They were there after Hurricane Harvey.

•	 They were there after the Japanese hurricane and tsunami.

•	 They built a preschool for Afghan refugees.

•	 They helped a church in Virginia recover after a flood.

•	 No disaster is “too small” for UMCOR.

•	 They exist to help all God’s children recover from disaster.

•	 UMCOR’s relief efforts have impacted people in more than 80 countries.

On this special Sunday, please give generously to cover the operational and 
administrative costs associated with UMCOR’s relief efforts. This allows 
UMCOR to apply all other incoming donations directly to the specified 
relief efforts.
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VOLUNTEERS PROVIDE REAL HELP
Circle of Life, a program started by Bev Goodier, M.A., offers counseling, education and support for chil-
dren who do not have financial resources or reasonable access after experiencing loss, such as death, 
divorce, incarceration of a parent, etc. Bev trains competent and dedicated volunteers to teach classes for 
children who are experiencing such loss.

We now have 2 teams including youth who are leading classes at Truscott and Mary Blair Elementary 
Schools. We're planning with 2 more schools and Boys and Girls Club for spring and summer classes. A 
new team of volunteers will begin training in the fall.

Research shows that early intervention after a loss can help prevent a host of issues, such as complicated 
grief, post traumatic stress disorder, depression, anxiety, suicidal thoughts, addiction, developmental dis-
ruption, etc. 

As an extension of the Circle of Life, Shirley Coffman provides home cooked meals, conversation and love 
to those who are very elderly and live alone.

We're so grateful to these compassionate volunteers: Judy Graff, Lois Ashcraft, Tammy Seib, Judy Davison, 
Jessica Gartner, Wally Lankford, Mary Jordan, Myrna McIntosh, Barb Irelan, Cannon Leitz, Lauryn Simon. 
Kay Neckel, Shirley Coffman, Marc Messervey, Matthew Utley.

QUIET DISCIPLES 
Kay and Larry Jones are lifelong Methodists. They have attended Loveland First United Methodist Church 
since moving to Loveland in 1970. Larry currently is chairman of the 5M’s maintenance group. Kay is a 
member of the Finance Committee. They are co-chairmen of the Advocates for Justice Committee. They 
serve as ushers every 5th Sunday. They also are greeters many Sundays. They each drive the Church Bus 
several Sundays a year. Kay and Larry enjoy participating in the summer Foote Lagoon concerts hand-
ing out free water and popcorn. Next month they will be traveling to Guatemala as part of a construc-
tion mission trip. Last year they worked as a team installing a new counter top and sinks in the women’s 
bathroom in the Youth Range. In the past they have been members of mission trips to help after hurricane 
Katrina. They are humble people who are being recognized as our Quiet Disciples.

Abbi Flaming was nominated for Quiet Disciple this year because she is always willing to be part of church 
activities. She comes to Sunday school and youth group every week, and she is a District Representative 
for CCYM, as well as serving on the core team for the Youth Leadership Conference this year. In the past, 
she has been on the core team for the Ignite Senior High Conference event. Abbi has been on all the yearly 
mission trips since 7th grade and we love her dedication and work ethic. She was also instrumental in the 
planning and building of a labyrinth in the front yard of the church last summer. She is very deserving of 
this award and it is our pleasure to recognize her as a Quiet Disciple.

WITH MANY THANKS  
Dear Church Family, 
Our family would like to thank you for your prayers, expressions of love, cards, calls and so much more, 
during this most difficult time.  You have loved, comforted and blest our family in countless ways and we 
are humbly thankful.  May God bless and hold you in the palm of His hand forever and always.

Family of John Erickson - Pam, John, Cari and Anna



THE REENTRY INITIATIVE UPDATE

WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING 
Amanda was released from Denver Women’s CF and was going to Littleton with very little possessions to 
her name. TRI dropped a Welcome Back Pack off to her the day after her release, and this was the re-
sponse she sent the next day, “Thank God for you! I was in tears last night going through the bag…”  
TRI is so blessed to be able to provide these backpacks, as they really do provide the basic essentials for 
the first 72 hours of release.  Since the start of 2018, we have distributed or have committed to distribut-
ing eleven Welcome Back Packs to women releasing from incarceration.  

MEET OUR NEWEST BOARD MEMBER
We are thrilled to announce our latest Board Member David Chaffee who comes with an extensive pro-
fessional background in David has contributed to changing the lives of teens and adults involved in the 
criminal justice system in a variety of government, faith community and non-profit roles.  He believes that 
the community and non-profit sector must be involved in restoring the lives of people who have gotten in 
trouble. Experience has shown him that the government cannot be expected to do everything. David’s back-
ground with the non-profit world goes back to the 1980’s when he was involved with the Board of Attention 
Home of Longmont, operated by Central Presbyterian Church of Longmont.  David served as Board member 
and President for a number of years.  Recently, David served as Regional Volunteer Coordinator with the 
Colorado Department of Corrections.  In this role he interfaced with several non-profits whose mission was 
to serve offenders in prison throughout Colorado.  He was the primary trainer for volunteers in the Denver 
Metro area to both acquire and maintain their eligibility to serve in prisons.  Welcome aboard, David!

PROGRAM UPDATE 
We now have three women who are residing in our house and all three are working on their “First 3’s” 
program with their mentors.  They have been busy securing employment and continuing to learn how to 
navigate life outside the prison walls. They have also completed the first service project.  TRI is working 
on obtaining a discounted rate for gym membership, so our residents can continue to utilize self-care in 
the busyness of their lives.  If you or someone you know is interested in sponsoring one of our residents 
with a membership, please contact us!

We had 124 women at Denver Women’s CF show interest in our new Cognitive Behavioral Intervention 
curriculum and have completed the interview and assessment phases.  We selected 11 women who are at-
tending classes two nights a week who are engaging in an evidence-based curriculum designed to provide 
a thorough intervention that broadly targets all criminogenic needs. This intervention relies on a cognitive 
behavioral approach to teach participants strategies to manage risk factors. The program places heavy em-
phasis on skill building activities to assist with cognitive, social, emotional, and coping skill development. 
Thank you to TRI volunteers Ingrid Miller, Karen Wilson, and Rita Albright for joining TRI Co-Founders 
Deborah Simmons and Kristi Hornick in this new endeavor!

PARTNER HIGHLIGHT
Since our inception in October 2016, TRI is proud to have aligned ourselves with 32 amazing collaborators 
who offer a variety of resources and services to our women. Our newest partner is No More Locked Doors.  
Jenny Chestnut, NMLD Founder, knows the unsettling journey from the prison gate to the streets and her 
mission is to create a smooth transition from prison to the community for women by providing vital 72 
hours resources and mentoring to women returning to Denver.  Jenny is partnering with us to help women 
we intersect with but cannot provide our comprehensive servicing because of geographic limitations. 
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YOUTH MINISTRY
“REVIVE” SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP MARCH ACTIVITIES
March 4: Youth Fellowship 4:00-6:00 pm
March 11: Youth Fellowship 4:00-6:00 pm - Movie Night
March 18: Youth Fellowship 4:00-6:00 pm
March 25:  Youth Fellowship 4:00-6:00 pm 

Join us every Monday morning (except March 12) at Dazbog Coffee for breakfast at 6:45 am.
 
“FISH” FOREVER I SERVE HIM 
MID HIGH YOUTH GROUP MARCH ACTIVITIES 
March 4: Youth Fellowship 4:00-6:00 pm
March 11: Youth Fellowship 4:00-6:00 pm - Movie Night  
March 18: Youth Fellowship 4:00-6:00 pm
March 25:  Youth Fellowship 4:00-6:00 pm 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
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PUPPETS
Join us each week after the Children’s Message at 8:30 am. Linda Marcinkowski, Angie Clarke 
and Helen Goody will lead elementary grades through 6th graders in our Puppet Ministry.  

SUNDAY SCHOOL

Join us on March 25 to wave palms at the beginning of each service.

MUSIC MINISTRY

The children will be offering special music at the 8:30 am service on March 4.

CLUB 345

On March 11, we will meet at the church for an Easter Scavenger Hunt from 2:00 - 4:00 pm.  




