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DISCIPLE 
FAST TRACK 

Join us for a 12-week 
class exploring the New 
Testament. Sign up at the 
Ask Me Desk by January 8 
so a book can be ordered 
for you. Cost of the Student Book is $20. Dates to choose from are 
Tuesdays from 6:30-8:00 pm or Wednesdays from 1:30-3:00 pm. 
Classes begin the week of January 16/17. If you have questions, please 
contact Ann Kessler at (970) 290-2796 or akessler@fumcloveland.com.

THE JOURNEY SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS
The Journey Sunday School class will be 
taking a break for the holidays but will 
return with a new video study. The study 
is called Countering Pharaoh’s Production-
Consumption Society Today, featuring 
Walter Brueggemann. Mr. Brueggemann 
is an American Protestant Old Testament 
scholar and theologian who is widely 
considered one of the most influential 
Old Testament scholars of the last several 

decades. The study will begin on Sunday, January 7 at 8:30 am in the 
Conference Room, E230, and will run for five weeks.

Make a new Sunday school class or Bible study part of your ....

ResolutionNEW YEAR’S



SUNDAYS
8:30am
Traditional Service

9:45am
Praise Worship

11:00am
Traditional Service
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Times Of Worship THE PASTOR’S PEN

Rev. Jeremiah Harris

Happy New Year! Who’s excited for 2018?  I know that I am!  It has been 
a blessing this past year to see all the new life happening around the 
church, our attendance is up, we are receiving many new members and 
constituents, and we finished 2017 on a financially sound footing.  These 
measures are certainly not our priorities but they do point to the work of 
the Holy Spirit moving among our congregation. And to those words “are 
we yet alive?” We can answer YES!  

One of the best things about beginning a new year is the sense of hope 
and opportunity.  This optimism can help give us the courage to try new 
things even when they are scary.  As a church I would like us to spend 
some time reflecting on newness and possibility.  Do you remember buy-
ing a new car (or maybe new to you) and enjoying that new car smell?  
Do you remember thinking how even places you had been hundreds 
of times, seemed exciting in that new car? I feel that remembering the 
“honeymoon” period of something, is a useful tool to rekindle excitement 
around something that has become taken for granted.  

Our church most certainly has not been taken for granted, but as a soci-
ety, we seem to have forgotten the value that comes from a supporting 
church family. Now I know I am preaching to the choir, to all who are 
reading this, because you do recognize the value of Christian community. 
Yet I ask you to remember the newness and excitement of becoming part 
of this community, so that your own excitement is a witness to people 
who walk through our doors for the first time.  By remembering our own 
excitement we offer a genuine welcome to others.  One of the things this 
church does very well is welcoming new visitors into our midst. That’s 
not a skill that can be purchased or forced, but one that comes out of car-
ing for others and practice.

As we look into a New Year fresh with possibility, let us imagine who 
might be our new friends, whom we have not even met yet!  Remember 
how we used to love to show off our rooms as kids, when a new friend 
came over? Let that excitement shape the way 
we become a welcoming presence to the people 
of Loveland. I am grateful to be serving a church 
which is moving onward and upward, for this new 
year invite your non-church friends to “come and 
see!”

Happy New Year!
Rev. Jeremiah

HAPPY 
NEW 

YEAR!
 

Peace and 

blessings to 

your family in 

 

2018



FUMC NEWS
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COME PLAY 
GAMES WITH 
YOUR FRIENDS 
AT CHURCH

It’s cold, and Christmas is 
over, so let’s get together 
for the fun of it! On Fri-
day, January 19 from 6:00 
- 9:00 pm in Coy Hall, we’ll 
have all sorts of board 
games and card games 
for a whole range of ages 
to play; from checkers to 
Catan, cribbage, Chutes 
and Ladders, and more. 
Drop in for a while or 
spend the evening. There 
will be snacks and some-
thing warm to drink and, 
of course, some of the best 
company around!

HELP WANTED-COMMUNITY OUTREACH

Popcorn Bill Reed Outreach needs help on Tuesdays & Thursdays.  In Janu-
ary our valuable Popcorn Bill Reed ministry begins again.  We have many 
wonderful volunteers that give their time each week but we would love two 
or more volunteers to help fill in our scheduling gaps.  All it takes is 1 1/4 
hours of your time during the shift.  The first ½ hour is making the snack 
to be served to the teens. They come at 3:00 and the next ½ hour is feeding 
and interacting with them.  They leave at 3:30. Afterwards is a quick clean up 
and you are done.  The time you are needed is from 2:30-3:45 on Tuesday, or 
Thursday.  We have Tuesday and Thursday dates still open.  You do not need 
to work every week, just maybe a day or two a month if you have time.  If one 
of those days works for you we would be very grateful!  Please call Ann Kes-
sler at 290-2796 if you have any questions or would like to help.

HELP WANTED-NURTURING OUR CHILDREN & 
TEENS

Here are some areas that we always need help:  
1. Sunday school teachers, substitutes and shepherds in the elementary 

area.  
2. Senior High Sunday School teacher the 2nd Sunday of each month-

January to May. 
3. Regular volunteers with our youth group.  4:00-6:00 pm on Sunday 

and special events.  
4. Artistic people to change our bulletin boards to keep them fresh.

OUR CHURCH NEEDS YOU!

Successful church programs take many hands 
and feet to make them happen.  If we hope to 
grow, we need you.  We are always looking for 
people that want to share their gifts and tal-
ents with our children and youth of the church 
and community.  Currently we have an amaz-
ing group of people nurturing the children and 
youth but we always welcome your talents.  If 
you would like to be part of our team, in any 
fashion you feel called, please call Ann Kessler 
at 970-290-2796 to discuss the opportunities 
available.   

CHRISTMAS  
BASKETS  

APPRECIATION!

Thank you to all the volun-
teers who helped with this 
compassionate giving for 
the holidays, from deliv-
ery drivers to shoppers to 
organizers to gift buyers 
and to those who donat-
ed for grocery cards. You 
made the holidays bright-
er for those in need, and 
we were touched by the 
gratitude of the recipients. 
Your kindness and sharing 
is inspirational!
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It is with the vital support and generosity of our United Methodist connec-
tional system and First UMC-Loveland, we were able to warmly welcome 
our first two residents, Tracy and Joyce, and place them in our new TRI 
housing program! They have been given a second chance instead of a sec-
ond prison and are taking full advantage of that opportunity. We were able 
to meet them at the gate the day of release and ensure that all their basic 
needs were met, including housing, clothing, transportation, and mentor-
ing.

OPEN HOUSE AND BLESSING
In anticipation of filling our new housing unit with women transition-
ing from incarceration, TRI hosted an open house that included a blessing 
led by Rev. Joanne Buchanan-Brown (UCC Longmont Pastor) and Rev. 
Kristi Hornick. A beautiful prayer shawl, hand-crafted and blessed by a 
church partner’s Prayer Shawl Ministry, was presented to Tracy as a reminder that she is wrapped in the love and 
prayers.

JOURNEY HOME AND PEER TO PEER FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN UPDATE
We are excited to share that over $41,000 has been raised to date, allowing us to make an even bigger impact in 
the lives of our neighbors returning from incarceration, advancing God’s amazing work in the ministry. I want to 
send a special thank you to Roger Williams who set up his own campaign to support TRI. We also offer a heart-
felt “thanks” to all who have donated. It is through your generosity that we are transforming lives and our com-
munity! A need still exists, so if you have not donated and would like to, please visit www.reentryintiative.org to 
donate.

Kristi Hornick, Executive Director

THE REENTRY INITIATIVE

 

 TRUSCOTT SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE 
Our fall drive was a great success, and the Truscott teachers have asked us if we could replenish their 
supplies for the remainder of the year.  Bring your donations to Lobby Court any Sunday in January, and 
we’ll make sure they get to Truscott.  As always, if you prefer to donate financially, that’s appreciated 
also. Just make your checks payable to FUMC and write “Truscott” in the memo. 

Here’s a list of supplies they need:

•	 Glue sticks (Preferably 
Elmer’s brand as they work 
better

•	 Kleenex (lots and lots  
needed!)

•	 Big Pink Erasers
•	 Pencils  (especially  

Ticonderoga brand)
•	 Business size envelopes 

•	 9 x 12 white or brown  
envelopes 

•	 Dry Erase markers
•	 Blue pens 
•	 Chubby Pencils by Crayola 
•	 Chubby Colored Pencils by 

Crayola 
•	 Scot tape-individual plastic 

 dispensers with tape in it 

•	 Crayons 
•	 Ziploc baggies 
•	 glue sticks 
•	 3 x 5 note cards 
•	 Stikki clips 
•	 Binder Clips 
•	 Black Sharpies 
•	 Ear buds



SIMPLE, SERIOUS, & SOLVABLE: THE 3 S’S OF CLIMATE CHANGE 

Voices from the Beloved Community: Hot Topics For Social Justice
January 21, 6:30 pm, Coy Hall

The Advocates for Justice committee continues its  “Voices from 
the Beloved Community” Series on January 21 at 6:30 p.m., the hot 
topic is climate change. The committee will host Scott Denning, 
Ph.D, Monfort Professor of Atmospheric Science from Colorado State 
University for a discussion on  the three S’s of climate change. Here is 
Dr. Denning’s approach: 

 
Climate Change is Simple.  “When Earth absorbs more heat 
than it emits, the climate warms. When it emits more than it 
absorbs, the climate cools.  This simple principle also explains 
why adding CO2 to the air causes global warming because 
CO2 facilitates  the absorption of thermal infrared radiation. 
This extremely well understood phenomenon was first measured 150 years ago, has since been 
confirmed thousands of times by labs all over the world. There is no doubt that adding CO2 to the 
atmosphere reduces Earth’s heat emission and therefore causes global warming.” 
 
Climate Change is Serious. “Warmer average temperatures are associated with dramatic increas-
es in the frequency of extremely hot weather. Warmer air evaporates more water from soils and 
vegetation, so even if precipitation doesn’t change, the demand for surface water will increase 
with warmer temperatures. Adding water vapor to the air also means there is more water avail-
able for heavy rains when the right conditions occur; this means that, in addition to causing more 
drought, a warmer climate will include heavier rainfall and  extreme flooding events. Warmer ice 
sheets release more water to the oceans, which also expand as they get warmer. These two influ-
ences raise sea levels, threatening coastlines everywhere. Higher seas imply much more frequent 
storm-related coastal flooding, requiring abandonment long before mean sea level reaches coastal 
infrastructure. Without strong policy, these impacts will become more and more severe almost 
without bound, growing to become one of the most serious problems in the world and lasting for 
many centuries after fossil fuels are abandoned. The consequences of unchecked climate change 
to the global economy are unacceptable.” 
 
Climate Change is Solvable. “Preventing catastrophic climate change will require that abundant 
and affordable energy be made available to people everywhere without emitting any CO2 to the 
atmosphere. This will require both the development of energy efficient infrastructure and very 
rapid deployment of non-fossil fuel energy systems, especially in the developing world. From 
an engineering perspective, both objectives are eminently feasible with mature technologies. 
Economically, the clean energy transition will be expensive, involving roughly 1% of the global 
economy. This cost is comparable to previous development achievements such as indoor plumb-
ing, rural electrification, the global internet, and mobile telecommunications. Our descendants 
will better future lives by developing and improving their infrastructure just as our ancestors did 
for us.”

SEE YOU JANUARY 21 at 6:30 p.m.! 



YOUTH MINISTRY
“REVIVE” SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP JANUARY ACTIVITIES 
January 7: Youth Fellowship from 4:00 to 6:00 pm - Suicide Awareness class. 
January 12-15: Leave for Ski Trip to Glenwood Springs 3:30 pm. Return about 2:00 pm on January 15.  
No evening Youth Group. 
January 21: Youth Fellowship from 4:00 to 6:00 pm. 
January 26-28: Youth Leadership Conference (YLC) at First UMC Pueblo.  All Mid & Senior High youth 
encouraged to attend.  No evening Youth Group.

Senior High - Join us every Monday morning at Dazbog Coffee at 5th & Lincoln for breakfast at 6:35 am. 
No Coffee on January 18 & 15.

“FISH” FOREVER I SERVE HIM 
MID HIGH YOUTH GROUP JANUARY ACTIVITIES 
January 4-5: Sledding trip to Estes Park. Meet at church at 8:00 am, January 4 and return about 11:00 
am on January 5. 
January 7: Youth Fellowship from 4:00 to 6:00 pm - Suicide Awareness class.  
January 15: No evening Youth Group. 
January 21:  Youth Fellowship from 4:00 to 6:00 pm. 
January 26-28: Youth Leadership Conference (YLC) at First UMC Pueblo.  All Mid & Senior High youth 
encouraged to attend. No evening Youth Group.

THANK YOU! 
A great big thank you to goes to everyone who baked the lovely cookies for the Cookie Jar. Thank  you 
also, to everyone who came and shopped for the lovely cookies. The youth are very grateful for all your 
support. Thank you.

MID HIGH SLEDDING RETREAT THIS MONTH!

January 4-5: Sledding in Estes Park. We will leave right at 8:00 am on January 4 to go to Hid-
den Valley to sled for the day. We will spend the night at the UMC of Estes Park and have din-
ner at a pizza place. We will be home by 10:00 am on January 5.  Please RSVP to Ann Kessler 
with $15. 

ATTENTION MID & SENIOR HIGH YOUTH –  
PUT IT ON YOUR CALENDAR:

Open to 6th-12th grade, Youth Leadership Conference or YLC is our youth legislative ses-
sion for the Rocky Mountain Conference.  At this event, we make decisions on new pieces 
of legislation as well as vote in new representatives from churches to be a part of the 
Conference Council on Youth Ministries.  This board is made up of youth from all over 
the conference and meets 4-6 times per year making decisions about youth activities like 
Ignite, YLC, Youth Quest, YSF (Youth Service Fund) and more. Not only do we have fun 
and fellowship through our keynote speaker, worship bands, and small groups, but also 
through our engagement with the communities around us.  When: January 26-28 in Pueblo, CO
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
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PUPPET MINISTRY

Join	us	each	week	starting	January	7	after	the	children’s	sermon	at	8:30	am.	Linda	Marcinkowski	
and	Helen	Goody	will	lead	2nd	through	6th	graders	in	our	puppet	ministry.	

CLUB 345

January 14: 2:00-4:00 pm - Bowling at Sweetheart Lanes.  Meet at the church.  

MUSIC MINISTRY

Music Ministry will start back up January 7!

EDUCATION COMMITTEE

Our Education committee will have their first meeting of 2018 on Wednesday, January 3rd at 6:30 in the 
Balcony.  We will meet the first Wednesday of every month.  This month we will discuss the details of our 
game night and upcoming events for the year. 




