
The Newsletter of Events and Opportunities for Friends of First United Methodist Church of Loveland 

O
    JANUARY 2017

Rev. Steve Goodier 
Senior Pastor 

Rev. Jeremiah Harris 
Associate Pastor

Patty Gregory 
Office Manager

Ann Kessler 
Youth Ministries

Mary Hannon 
Business Manager

Judith Pearson 
Organist

David Dunbar 
Chancel Choir, Praise 
Team Director

Susan Harding 
Bell Choir Director

533 Grant Ave.  
Loveland, CO 80537  

phone: (970) 667-0876
Office hours:  

M -Thurs. 8:30am - 3:30pm 
Friday: 8:30am - 12:00pm

Email: office@fumcloveland.com  
website: www.fumcloveland.com

Find us on Facebook at:  
First United Methodist Church 

Loveland
Rev. Steve Goodier’s email: 
steveg@fumcloveland.com  

cell: 775-4217
Rev. Jeremiah Harris’ email: 

revjeremiah@fumcloveland.com  
cell: 310-0393

“When they saw the star, they were overjoyed!” These words from the 
Gospel of Matthew illustrate the hope and joy that the Magi expressed af-
ter a season of much anticipation. Happy New Year, my friends! Welcome 
to a bright and shiny new 2017!  Even though the holidays have passed I 
pray that each of you continue to feel the overwhelming joy of that comes 
from a life knowing Immanuel-Christ among us! 

Despite the joy of a new year, for many among us, the winter season after 
the holidays can be a dull and depressing time as we no longer feel the 
awe of anticipating Christmas, or we get down on ourselves for already 
breaking that New Year’s resolution. Unfortunately the late winter also 
seems to be a time in which we see more funerals, and this too adds to the 
bleakness of the midwinter. My hope and  
encouragement, is...

(cont’d on p. 2)

Living Out Your Faith 
IN THE NEW YEAR

The Pastor’s Pen                                               by Rev. Jeremiah Harris
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SUNDAYS
8:30am
Traditional Service

9:45am
Praise Worship

11:00am
Traditional Service
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that during this time of transition toward new life promised in spring 
time, we don’t forget to practice our spiritual disciplines though which 
our faith ever continues to develop and mature. Like the bulb planted 
in the fall, the winter provides the much needed moisture to prepare 
the bulb to blossom into new life! 

As we move into this joyous New Year, let’s not lose sight of the joy 
of Christ’s birth.   Even amidst the bleak midwinter there is life and 
hope! Some things to celebrate are our church’s active participation in 
the community and, in the world. One the places that we are currently 
serving the community are through our Corner 2 Corner and Popcorn 
ministries to the kids and youth of Truscott Elementary and Bill Reed 
Middle School.  Each of the programs could use your help to literally 
impact the lives of these youth. You don’t need to be a brain surgeon or 
physicist to encourage a youth, just be willing to share your presence. 
Many of these kids are yearning for someone just to give them the time 
of day! 

Another place, in which we might remain grounded in the joy of Christ, 
is through supporting our Church’s mission team to Guatemala. At the 
end of this month twenty of us will be traveling to physically be the 
hands and feet of Christ as we return continuing to cultivate the rela-
tionships that were established through Pura Vida and last year’s team 
from our church. You too can be a part of this ministry though your 
thoughts and prayers as the team travels and works in this impover-
ished area.  If you feel drawn to contribute financially, your support can 
help to make a physical difference in the lives of these people.

These are just a few ways that you might choose to continue living out 
your faith into the New Year. If you are experienc-
ing this winter as a time of bleakness, reach out in 
your faith. Seek warmth for your soul through the 
fellowship of this church, we love you! When you get 
weary, turn to those around you to help carry the 
load, know that you are not alone. While the winter 
can at times seem long and bleak, some of my great-
est memories involve friends sitting around the fire. 
Don’t be a stranger, bring a friend, come catch the 
warmth of the flame, as we journey together in the 
joy of a New Year! 

Rev. Jeremiah Harris

January 1
“Keeping Your Eyes 

on the Shore”
 

January 8
“I’m Not THAT kind 

of Christian”

January 15
“I’m Not THAT kind 

of Christian”

January 22
“I’m Not THAT kind 

of Christian”

January 29
“Great Buts in the 

Bible”

LIVING OUT YOUR FAITH IN THE NEW YEAR
(cont’d from p. 1)
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SPRING SMALL 
DINNER GROUPS

The 2017 Spring Small Din-
ner Groups will be starting 
in February.  The sign-up 
sheets will be in Lobby 
Court at the Ask Me Desk 
beginning Sunday, January 
8 and will also be avail-
able on Sunday, January 15 
and 22. This is a great way 
to meet new people and 
an opportunity to renew 
friendships. Perk up the dull 
months of late winter with 
a good time with friends, 
food and fellowship. If you 
have questions, please call 
Penny Kindred at 222-0710 
or email her at jpkindred@
comcast.net. 

FUMC YOUTH AND CHILDREN NEED YOU!

Successful church programs take many hands and feet to make them 
happen. If we hope to grow, we need you.  We are always looking for 
people that want to share their gifts and talents with our children 
and youth of the church and community. Currently we have an amaz-
ing group of people nurturing the children and youth but we always 
welcome your talents. If you would like to be part of our team, in any 
fashion you feel called, please call Ann Kessler at 290-2796 to discuss 
the opportunities available.   

HELP WANTED-COMMUNITY OUTREACH

Popcorn Bill Reed Outreach needs help on Tuesdays & Thursdays. In 
January our valuable Popcorn Bill Reed ministry begins again. We have 
many wonderful volunteers that give their time each week but we 
would love two or more volunteers to help fill in our scheduling gaps.  
All it takes is 1 1/4 hours of your time during the shift. The first ½ hour 
is making the snack to be served to the teens. They come at 3:00pm 
and the next ½ hour is feeding and interacting with them. They leave at 
3:30pm. Afterwards is a quick clean up and you are done. The time you 
are needed is from 2:30-3:45pm on Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday. 
We have Tuesday and Thursday dates still open. You do not need to 
work every week, just maybe a day or two a month if you have time. If 
one of those days works for you we would be very grateful!  Please call 
Ann Kessler at 290-2796 if you have any questions or would like to help.

HELP WANTED-NURTURING OUR CHILDREN & 
TEENS

Here are some areas that we always need help:  

1. Sunday school teachers, substitutes and shepherds in the ele-
mentary area.  

2. Once a month Sunday school teacher for Mid High.  
3. Regular volunteers with our youth group. 4:00-6:00pm on Sun-

day and special events.  
4. Someone to keep our children’s worship bags updated and nice.  
5. Vacation Bible School team leaders - July 10-14 from 8:30-

11:30am.
6. Artistic people to change our bulletin boards to keep them 

fresh.
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Congregational member Jack Gill is planning a video documentary on Loveland’s COLT paratransit ser-
vice, of which he is a regular client. He has discovered an incredible group of Lovelanders who use the 
service, as well as the equally incredible city employees providing the service. Being somewhat handi-
capped, Jack is looking for a group of volunteers to help him make this story possible. If you know the 
front end from the back end of a camcorder, you qualify. All ages, junior high through adults, invited. 
Reply to jack.transformance@gmail.com  or call him at (970) 667-8638.

DOCUMENTARY FILM HELP

THANK YOU, FUMC!

Thank you for continuing the FUMC tradition of generosity! This season we…
•	 filled shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child;
•	 donated stuffed animals to support Club 345’s outreach to Denver Children’s Hospital;
•	 donated food for the youth’s DenUM (Denver Urban Ministries) Thanksgiving food basket out-

reach;
•	 donated new and gently used shoes to the Community-Wide Shoe Drive;
•	 supported Club 345’s gift to Brookhaven Senior Center of a decorated Christmas tree;
•	 served Angel House homeless families the first week of December;
•	 provided Christmas meals for low income seniors and needy families;
•	 gifted Christmas presents to children served by HNS and by Prison Fellowship;
•	 donated white socks for residents of North Shore;
•	 rang the bell for the Salvation Army Red Kettle Campaign;
•	 supported the youth’s Cookie Jar fundraiser;
•	 supported the Pozole Fundraiser for Truscott Elementary School;
•	 presented Journey to the Nativity to our community;
•	 caroled and gave cookies to home-bound members; and
•	 through our Christmas offerings, supported Loveland Salvation Army; TRI (The Reentry 

Initiative),
•	 empowering and supporting women transitioning from incarceration to independence; home 

construction and school improvements in Guatemala by Pura Vida and our January 2017 mission 
team; and facility improvements at Clinton Indian Church and Community Center, for the work of 
our missionary Donna Pewo.

May the spirit of sharing our presence, gifts, service and witness continue all through 2017!

SERMON SERIES COMING JANUARY 29-MARCH 5
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METHODIST HISTORY: WELCOMING WOMEN IMMIGRANTS

At the turn of the 20th century, steamships arrived at the rate of three a day in New York teeming with 
immigrants eager for a new start. Those aboard faced huge challenges. They were often penniless, spoke 
no English, and became targets for those who would steal their luggage or exploit them. Yet, many must 
have been relieved when they saw the faces 
of Methodists there to welcome the stranger.

Harriet Olson, Chief Executive, United Meth-
odist Women: “Greeting people on the dock 
was one of the ways that the women of the 
church were able to receive people and con-
nect them to a place of safety.”

One woman who changed history was 
Methodist Alma Mathews. She devoted 
nearly 40 years to the daily task of meeting 
the boats and offering women (some travel-
ing with children) free lodging at the Immi-
grant Girls’ Home.

Harriet Olson: “There were in that day, just 
as there are today, plenty of dangers for 
young women traveling by themselves.”

Despite language barriers, or concern for her own safety, Mathews would approach women coming off 
the ships and offer assistance. Alma’s parents were doing this work years before Ellis Island opened in 
1892. They were appointed by the Woman’s Home Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
a precursor to United Methodist Women. Alma and church members carried on for decades, helping thou-
sands of women find safe shelter.

Alma’s work continues today. United Methodist Women operate a guesthouse in New York named for the 
missionary woman who welcomed so many. The Alma Mathews House accommodates lay people and 
clergy from all over the world. Some are in New York to advocate for women through the United Nations.

Excerpted from umc.org, March 23, 2015
Submitted by the Advocates for Justice Committee--join us for the next meeting on January 17, 2017 at 
6:30pm in West Coy Hall. 

Alma Mathews



YOUTH MINISTRY
“REVIVE” SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP

January Activities
January 1: No Youth Group  
January 8: Youth Fellowship 4:00-6:00pm
January 15: Youth Fellowship 4:00-6:00pm
January 22: Youth Fellowship 4:00-6:00pm
January 27-29: Youth Leadership Conference (YLC) at First UMC Cheyenne. All Mid & Senior High 
youth encouraged to attend. Registration will be due January 20.
Senior High - Join us every Monday morning at Dazbog Coffee at 5th & Lincoln for breakfast at 6:45am. 
No Coffee on January 11th & 18th

“Y.E.S.--YOUTH ETERNALLY SERVING” MID HIGH YOUTH GROUP  
January Activities

January 1: No Youth Group  
January 8: Youth Fellowship 4:00-6:00pm
January 15-16: Sledding at Estes Park. We will leave right after Sunday school at 11:00am to go to Hid-
den Valley to Sled for the day. We will return home by 10:00am on Monday.  Please RSVP to Ann with 
$10.00.
January 22: Youth/Parent meeting about this year’s activities and mission trip. Youth Fellowship 4:00-
6:00pm
January 27-29: Youth Leadership Conference (YLC) at First UMC Cheyenne. All Mid & Senior High 
youth encouraged to attend. Registration will be due January 20.
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THANK YOU, BAKERS!
A great big thank you to goes to everyone who baked lovely cookies for the Cookie Jar. Thank you also, 
to everyone who came and shopped. The youth are very grateful for all of your support. We raised 
$1722.95 this year. I think that was a record. Thank you!

MID HIGH SLEDDING RETREAT THIS MONTH!

January 15-16: Sledding in Estes Park. We will leave right after Sunday school at 11:00am 
on January 15 to go to Hidden Valley to sled for the day. We will spend the night at the UMC 
of Estes Park and have dinner at a pizza place. We will be home by 10:00am on Monday. 
Please RSVP to Ann Kessler with $10.00 by January 1. 



YOUTH MINISTRY
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YOUTH LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE  
JANUARY 27-29 CHEYENNE, WY

Attention Mid & Senior High Youth - Put it on your calendar:

Open to 6th-12th grade, Youth Leadership Conference or YLC is our youth legisla-
tive session for the Rocky Mountain Conference. At this event, we make decisions 
on new pieces of legislation as well as vote in new representatives from churches 
to be a part of the Conference Council on Youth Ministries.  This board is made up 
of youth from all over the conference and meets 4-6 times per year making deci-
sions about youth activities like Ignite, YLC, Youth Quest, YSF (Youth Service Fund) 
and more. Not only do we have fun and fellowship through our keynote speaker, 

worship bands, and small groups, but also through our engagement with the communities around us.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
CLUB 345 
 
January 8: 2:00-4:00pm  
Write valentine cards to our service men and women.

PUPPETS

Join us each week starting January 8 after the children’s sermon at 8:30am. Linda Mar-
cinkowski and Helen Goody will lead 2nd through 6th graders in our puppet ministry. 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE

Our Education committee will have their first meeting of 2017 on Wednesday, January 4 at 6:30pm in the 
balcony. We will meet the first Wednesday of every month. This month we will discuss the details of our 
Camping by Candlelight Lip Sync battle for Buckhorn Camp and a possible fundraiser for Mid High with 
Smashburger.

WHERE IN THE WORLD IS ANN KESSLER? 

I am excited to say that I will be in Dallas, TX January 4-14 this year for my fourth UM 
Youth Ministry certification class. My long term goal to earn my Masters of Arts in Spe-
cialized Ministries with an emphasis in Youth Ministry is getting closer. I have four class-
es left and will be graduating in February of 2018. Thank you everyone for your support 
and help while I am taking classes. 



  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your Ad Here 

 

 

Your Ad Here 

 

 

Your Ad Here 

 

 

Your Ad Here 

Rebecca Burton Aldrich 

 

903 North Cleveland Ave. 
Loveland, CO 80537 

970-667-2326 
becky@burtonandburtonlaw.com 

At Home Real Estate Co. 
231 West 4th St., Ste. 111 

Office - 970-203-1101 
Cell - 970-481-2133 

Rob Proctor, GRI  ePro 
 Broker 

Doug Rechkemmer 

Financial Advisor - AAMS 

        Edward Jones 
Making Sense of Investing 

 
525 N. Cleveland Ave. 
Loveland, CO 80537 

970-669-3820 
800-755-7436 

Randolph W. Starr & Michael A. Westbrook 
Attorneys at Law 

210 East 29th Street 
Loveland, CO 80538 

  Office: 970-667-1029 
 

Email: Randy@starrwestbrook.com 
            Mike@starrwestbrook.com 

Johnson 
Custom Flooring and Design 

 

Carpet ~ Hardwood ~ Tile ~ Granite 
Quality Products for Every Budget! 

 

2093 East 11th Street  
Loveland, CO 80537 

970-663-1266 

 

Coble Cruise and Travel 
 

Kitty Nutting 
 

970-663-5217 
kitnutting@aol.com 

 
Make Your Dreams Come True! 

   Dr. Brent W. Fidler 
         Optometrist 

 

        Family Vision Care 
    LASIK Co-Management 

    Glasses and contact lenses 
 

 1524 W. Eisenhower Blvd 
      Loveland, CO 80537 
          (970) 667-2954 

            fidlereyecare.com 


