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FEBRUARY 14 – 5:30 - 6:00 PM

BRING YOUR 
VALENTINE 
TO CHURCH

♥
BEGIN LENT 

WITH
ASH 

WEDNESDAY 
WORSHIP

SHROVE
TUESDAY

FEBRUARY 13
5:30 – 7:30 PM

in Coy Hall

Each envelope 
is numbered. 

Put that 
amount in the 
envelope and 
deposit in the 
green “post 

box.”

Envelope Fundraiser for Camp Buckhorn

♥ Special February Events! ♥



SUNDAYS
8:30am
Traditional Service
9:45am
Praise Worship
11:00am
Traditional Service
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Worship Schedule for 
February, 2018

Sermon Series: 
The Art of Happiness 
 (continued)

Times Of Worship THE PASTOR’S PEN

Rev. Steve Goodier

Dear friends,

Here is a little inspiration for the upcoming Lenten season. Enjoy.

A love letter to a cat? Why not? At least Andrew thought it might work. This 
is an actual love letter written by a boy to his cat.

But before you read the letter, you must understand this about the cat. She 
is about as affectionate as a cactus. And besides, she goes to great lengths 
to avoid Andrew. She would rather sleep the day away in one of her many 
hiding places scattered throughout the boy’s house than be near him. And 
on one of those rare occasions when she makes an appearance, he can 
forget about touching her. If he never has anything to do with her, that is all 
right by the cat.

The boy tries his best to be nice. He looks for her, searching the house 
for an occupied hiding place, and feels abundantly grateful if he should 
stumble upon his treasure. He is occasionally allowed to stroke her once or 
twice before she flits off. He even feeds her, hoping to eventually win her 
confidence and perhaps even a bit of affection. But he is seldom rewarded 
with anything like attention.

Now that you know something about the cat, whose name is Mehitabel, by 
the way, what about the love letter? It was found next to the cat’s food dish. 
This is what it said: 

“To cat (he couldn’t spell Mehitabel): I love you. 
Before you love me I will love you more. Love, 
Andrew. Meow!”

I admire his love for a cat that will not return it. I love you. Before you love 
me I will love you more. That is the kind of patient love of, perhaps, a parent 
for a child. 

Or anyone persistently waiting for love to be returned. It’s single-minded. 
Persevering.

And I think there’s something spiritual about an unrequited love. It’s a little 
like the dogged love of God for people everywhere. 

There is also something beautifully excessive about a love that says before 
you love me I will love you more. And to be a little excessive in love is 
probably okay.

Thank you for teaching us, Andrew.

May your love be joyful and even a little excessive 
this Lenten season!

Yours,

Rev. Steve

February 4 - 
The Essential Role of Trust

February 11 - 
Practicing Perspective

February 18 - 
 To be announced . . .

February 25 -  
To be announced . . .
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2018 is upon us, and 
here at TRI we are 
very excited to reflect 
on 2017. We were 
blessed to experience 
tremendous growth 
by God’s goodness 
and also by your 

support and generosity.  We want to THANK YOU and share in the 
celebration of our key benchmarks:

• Developed and designed our TRI website www.reentryinitiative.org, 
Facebook page, and key marketing pieces.  

• Hosted our Launch Celebration Event, for over 115 attendees, raising 
over $10,000. 

• Trained three TRI representatives on the University of Cincinnati 
Corrections Institute Cognitive Behavioral Intervention: A Core 
Curriculum. Delivering the curriculum will commence in February at 
the Denver Women’s Correctional Facility (DWCF).

• Developed (31) partnerships that have positioned us to offer our 
clients food, clothing, “Welcome Back Packs,” spiritual development, 
employment, mentoring, family reconciliation and mental health and 
substance abuse treatment.

• Implemented Phase I of our strategic plan.  In 2017 we served (51) 
women with our “First 3’s” program at DWCF, Boulder County Jail, 
and Longmont Community Treatment Center.

• FUMC-Loveland collaborated with us by engaging through the 
Outrageous Justice curriculum, small group presentations, Welcome 
Back Packs, and Beyond the Wall movie screening.

• Enthusiastically we report that we were also able to implement 
Phase II of our strategic plan by signing a lease for a 3-bedroom 
apartment with a local housing partner. This is three years ahead of 
schedule.

• Our housing residents completed their first service project, making 
cookies and peanut butter balls for the homeless clients of a partner 
agency. 

• Became a Colorado DOC approved housing vendor. 
• Contracted with APA Evaluation Consultants to ensure we are 

achieving our goals

On behalf of the TRI Board of Directors and I, we express our heartfelt 
thanks for investing in our mission and vision, catapulting us into our 
successful launch and now growth. We are very grateful to FUMC-
Loveland and have enjoyed being good stewards of all that God has given 
to us through your generosity and God’s blessings.

THANKS FOR 
CELEBRATING 

WITH THE 
REENTRY 

INITIATIVE!

Alek & her Welcome Backpack

Joyce & Tracy, December 
Service Project
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FUMC NEWS
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH MISSION ACTIVITIES –
A Report from Martha DiCicco
As a “retiring” member of the Missions Committee of the church I have been very impressed with how 
much the members and friends of this church do for missions. In addition to the Mission Committee 
there are many others who are responsible for creating mission opportunities for people to give of their 
time, talents, and financial resources. I am going to attempt to describe the many mission activities of 
the church during 2017. I am sure that there will be some that I have missed and would appreciate your 
reminding me of those. In addition many individuals do mission activities that are not directly connected 
to the church. But, thank you for the following:

• Supporting three missionaries (Pewo, Burgerts, Mefors) with a commitment of $2,500 each in our 
budget. In addition contributions of an additional $2,470 went to the Burgert’s and $495 to the Mefors’ 
work.  $10,465

• Six United Methodist Special Sunday Offerings were taken this year for a total of $6,527. Our Easter 
Offering - $9,049 and Christmas Offering - $11,320 totaled $20,369.

• $4,400 was collected for the One Community One Family project where two teams from the church 
worked with two homeless families to help provide the security deposit and first month’s rent to get into 
housing. Church members also provided needed furniture and clothing.

• $705 was collected in CROP Walk pledges. Offerings for Hurricane Relief and the community dinner 
provided $28,500. Food was collected for the House of Neighborly Service as well as $1,410. Many 
school supplies were collected as well as $705 for teachers at Truscott Elementary School.

• There were several donations for Christmas projects. 70 children’s presents were collected for clients of 
the House of Neighborly Service and for Prison Ministry children of incarcerated parents averaging $25 
each - $1,750. $4,854 was donated for the perishable food and gift cards for nonperishable food for food 
bags for more than 50 low income families and seniors. There were 102 boxes donated for Operation 
Christmas Child with each one worth at least $10 - $1,020.

• The United Methodist Women gave to missions through $1,805 in pledges and $400 to local agencies 
from coffee and chocolate proceeds - $2,205.

• Mission Trips - approximately 20 adults went to Guatemala paying their own transportation and 
expenses of $1,850 each - $37,000.  Mid High and Senior High Fundraising, participants’ donations, and 
budgeted money for missions and their mission trips totaled approximately $11,000.

• $800 was in the church budget for our work with the Popcorn Ministry to Bill Reed Middle School 
students and the Corner to Corner Ministry to Truscott Elementary students.
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• Many food donations were made for the 300 “to go” bags prepared by Vacation Bible School participants 
and given out by the Community Kitchen to homeless people.

• Many other donations of time, food and space can be mentioned – packing food for Kids Packs for school 
district students to use on the weekends, three teams of 10 people working on the building of Habitat for 
Humanity Homes, donating shoes for the Community Shoe Drive, helping Service Club members paint 
homes of low income families, ringing the bell for the Salvation Army kettles, and providing space in the 
church for non-profit groups to meet and hold food drives, blood drives, etc.  Each time the church hosts 
Angel House families at least 45-50 volunteers are needed to coordinate, set up and take down beds, 
provide evening meals, stay overnight, etc.  Six people volunteer each week for 28 weeks for Popcorn 
Ministry and the same for Corner to Corner.  Volunteers help with Sunday school, youth activities, and 
Vacation Bible School.

All of this adds up to a grand total of $131,300 which is a low estimate because it does not count food 
donated in some instances or items donated, and  innumerable hours are donated. 

I am proud to be a member of this church and know that we are making a difference for people in our 
community and the world.  Martha DiCicco



CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

Page 6

CLUB 345
All kids, grades 3-5 are invited to come to Club 345 on February 11 from 2:00-4:00 pm. 
We will be delivering the collected stuffed animals to Children’s Hospital in Denver. Bring 
$8.00 for dinner on the way home. 

PUPPET TIME
All kids, grades 3-5 are invited to come to Club 345 on February 11 from 2:00-4:00 
pm. We will be delivering the collected stuffed animals to Children’s Hospital in 
Denver. Bring $8.00 for dinner on the way home. 

YOUTH MINISTRY
“REVIVE” SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP 
FEBRUARY ACTIVITIES
February 4: 4:15-8:00pm – Super Bowl Party at Jared & Erick Robinson’s house - 914 Wisteria Dr. Bring a 
snack to share.

February 11: 4:00-6:00pm  – Youth Fellowship in Youth Range

February 18:  4:00-6:00pm  – Youth Fellowship in Youth Range

February 25: 5:00-6:00pm – Mission Trip information meeting.

Joins us every Monday morning at 6:45am for breakfast at Dazbog Coffee, 5th & Lincoln. 

“FISH – FOREVER I SERVE HIM” MID HIGH YOUTH GROUP 
FEBRUARY ACTIVITIES
February 4: 4:15-8:00pm – Super Bowl Party at Jared & Erick Robinson’s house - 914 Wisteria Dr. Bring a 
snack to share.

February 11: 4:00-6:00pm  – Youth Fellowship in Youth Range

February 18:  4:00-6:00pm  – Youth Fellowship in Youth Range

February 25: 5:00-6:00pm – Mission Trip information meeting.
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