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FUMC ADVENT Together for Christmas
Advent at FUMC this year will explore the ways we depend upon each other 
in fellowship and service, just as Jesus depended on others. Opportunities 
for all our church family are included here, with more inside this issue!

✶  Family Devotions
 Pick up a family devotion and Advent calendar at the Ask Me Desk

✶  Hanging of the Greens
 Join our Hanging of the Greens service led by our children on Sunday, 

December 1, at 4:30 pm (with Soup Supper for Buckhorn Camp. following.)

✶  Discussion Dinners with Trinity UMC
 Join us for three dinner and discussion groups with Trinity UMC on 

Thursdays in December. We hope to get to know one another by eating 
together and joining in some guided discussion. The Reverends Bryson 
Lillie, Jeremiah Harris and Steve Goodier will all lead this combined 
Advent experience. Our first gathering will be December 5 from 5:30 pm 
– 7:00 pm at Trinity (801 Cleveland Ave.) The next two gatherings will be 
at FUMC on December 12 and 19 (also at 5:30 pm.) Bring food to share. 
Beverages will be provided and a nursery is available.

✶  Nativity Building
 All ages are welome to join us in the Youth Range during Sunday School 

hour in December to build a Nativity to be displayed in Coy Hall. 

✶  Christmas Cantata
 Chancel Choir will perform their Christmas Cantata at both 8:30 am and 

11:00 am worship services on December 22. 

✶  Worship on Christmas Eve
Christmas Eve Worship Services

4:00 pm (Bell Choir), 6:00 pm (Chancel Choir), & 8:00 pm (Grace Notes)

Together for Christmas



SUNDAYS
8:30am
Traditional Service
9:45am
Praise Worship
11:00am
Traditional Service
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Worship Schedule for 
December, 2019

Times Of Worship THE PASTOR’S PEN
Dear friends,

We’re up to something different this Advent/Christmas season! I hope 
you’ll like it.

Laura Morgan came up with a great Advent theme for the church: Life 
Together. The idea is that we have a lot of people in our lives. Of course, 
there are friends and family. But there is also our church family and the 
global family. We rely on those people and Jesus did, too.

Where would Jesus have been without his parents and family, his friends 
(the disciples and others), his faith community in the synagogue and, of 
course, his deep relationship with God? Jesus relied on them. We rely on 
them, too, and they depend on us. We cannot live an isolated life. We are 
better for the many people in our lives, and they are better because of us.

We will follow that theme in worship, beginning December 1. The Sunday 
School will also work with that theme as the children participate in 
special Sunday morning activities and our Hanging of the Greens worship 
December 1 at 4:30.

One thing more: Jeremiah and I will partner with Rev. Bryson Lillie at 
Trinity UMC and lead a three week dinner/discussion we’re calling 
“Together at Christmas.” We’ll meet Thursday evenings December 5, 12 
and 19 at 5:30. Week one will be at Trinity, weeks two and three at First 
UMC. Like I said, we’re better together. And I think ministry in Loveland 
will be better the more we can cooperate in creative ministry.

Stay tuned for more information. And here’s hoping this will be your best 
Christmas season ever.

Rev. Steve Goodier

December 1: 
Life Together: 

Life with Family

December 8: 
Life Together: 

Life in Community

December 15:
Life Together: 

Life in the World

December 22:
 Life Together: 
Life with God

Rev. Steve Goodier
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Quick Calendar
December 1 –
• Hanging of the Greens Worship 

at 4:30 pm - Soup supper after

December 5 –
• Forum on Homelessness 7:00-

8:30 pm at St. John’s
• Together for Christmas at 

Trinity UMC 5:30 pm

December 8 –
• United Methodist Men’s 

Breakfast in Coy Hall at 7:00 am

December 11 –
• Pozole Dinner for Truscott 

Elementary in Coy Hall, 5:30-
7:30 pm

December 12 –
• Together for Christmas in Coy 

Hall at 5:30 pm

December 13 –
• Bakers bring cookies for Cookie 

Jar! 8:30 am-6:00 pm

December 14 –
• Cookie Jar! 9:00-10:30 am
• Parents’ Shopping Day Out 

9:00 am-1:00 pm

December 15 –
• All church caroling. Time TBD

December 19 –
• Together for Christmas in Coy 

Hall at 5:30 pm

December 22 –
• Chancel Choir Cantata --
8:30 and 11:00 worship services

December 24 –
• Worship services at 

4:00, 6:00 and 8:00 pm

December 29 –
• One worship service at 10:00 am

OUR 2019 CHRISTMAS OFFERING

The Missions Committee has selected three mission projects to support 
with this year’s Christmas offering:

Guatemala Mission Trip - approximately 15 people will be making this 
trip in February 2020 to help build a house, as FUMC teams have done 
the past four years. They will go again under the auspices of Pura Vida 
(Denver non-profit approved by UMC). Pura Vida requests $2,750 to be 
used to buy building supplies for the construction of the home. 

Circle of Life, a program started by Bev Goodier, M.A., offers counseling, 
education and support for adults and children who do not have 
financial resources or reasonable access to services after experiencing 
loss, such as death, divorce, incarceration of a parent, etc. In addition, 
Bev trains competent and dedicated volunteers to lead free classes in 
area schools, Boys & Girls Club and FUMC. Research shows that early 
intervention after a loss can help prevent a host of issues, such as 
complicated grief, post-traumatic stress disorder, depression, anxiety, 
suicide, addiction, education disruption, etc.

One Community, One Family (OCOF) is dedicated to partnering 
with families, individuals and unaccompanied youth that are moving 
through homelessness, to strengthen life skills in order to attain safe, 
sustainable housing. OCOF provides professional case management 
and some financial assistance for rent and deposits. OCOF continues 
counseling after housing is obtained to help the participants be 
successful. In the last two years, 27 families, five individuals and three 
youth have obtained housing. OCOF’s greatest need is hiring a second 
case manager.
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COOKIE BAKERS & SHOPPERS NEEDED!

The Cookie Jar is our yearly cookie and candy sale! Each year we 
make and sell over 200 dozen fancy Christmas cookies to benefit the 
youth mission fund. To make this event a success, we need everyone’s 
help. We are currently in need of many bakers who will donate a 
couple dozen “pretty” homemade cookies or candy. Donations can be 
dropped off anytime between 8:30 am-6:00 pm on Friday, December 
13. Please sign-up at the Ask Me Desk or speak with Ann Kessler. You 
can also support the youth by shopping at the Cookie Jar, which is 
Saturday, December 14 from 9:00 -10:30 am. The price for cookies 
this year is $7/lb.

POINSETTIA ORDERS!
It is time to be thinking about placing your order for a poinsettia plant (or 
plants), to decorate the sanctuary for Advent. The plants are 6 1/2 inches, 
and will come in a gold foil pot cover. The cost of each plant is $10.00. Order 
forms will be in the worship bulletins on Sunday, December 1, and 8. Please 
make your check payable to FUMC and on the memo line write Poinsettia, 
attach it to your completed order form, and place it in the offering plate, or 
turn it in to the church office during weekly office hours. Order forms will 
also be available at the Ask Me Desk. Thank you for helping to decorate the 
sanctuary at this very special time of year!

METHODIST MEN’S BREAKFAST
Methodist Men’s Breakfast will occur on Sunday, December 8  at 7:00 am in 
Coy Hall. We will enjoy special music provided by a small group of musicians 
from our choir. Please join us for breakfast, song, and fellowship.  
All are Welcome! 

PARENTS SHOPPING DAY OUT
Parents, do you need a day out to get your Christmas shopping 
done? On December 14 from 9:00 am-1:00 pm our awesome 
nursery staff will offer daycare with lunch included, so you can 
prepare for the holidays. Please sign-up in the nursery or at the 
Ask Me Desk. 

SPECIAL NOTE: New Address for Carole Parsons
Carole Parsons, 415 South Hagan Bridge Road, Apartment  A-2, Hahira, Georgia   31632
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Opportunities  For  Servic e
YOU COULD BRIGHTEN THE DAY OF 
AN OLDER NEIGHBOR IN LOVELAND!
Do you enjoy sharing stories or conversations over coffee? Do 
you appreciate connecting with people with similar interests? 
How about listening to music, playing cards or just sitting on the 
porch visiting? Volunteers of America (Loveland) are looking for 
male and female volunteers to spend a couple hours a week with 
an older neighbor in Loveland. Retired individuals and those 
with flexible work schedules are ideal! Our Caring Companion 
volunteers are matched with Loveland community members who 
would enjoy socialization/friendship, while their family caregivers 
get a short break to recharge. Volunteers DO NOT provide 
personal care, medical assistance, transportation, or case management. They DO provide much-needed 
socialization and friendship, and caregiver respite. Contact Volunteers of America today to start making 
new friends. Contact: Diane Cohn at dcohn@voacolorado.org.

SALVATION ARMY BELL RINGERS NEEDED
First United will again be helping out with the Salvation Army Red Kettle 
campaign.  We are grateful for those of you who have participated in the 
past – and always thankful for any new volunteers who could help this year. 
We will be ringing at the Sam’s Club (on East Eisenhower) on the following 
four Saturdays: November 30, December 7, 14, and 21 from 9:00 am - 7:00 

pm. Please consider volunteering for an hour or so. Sign-up list is at the Ask Me Desk in Lobby Court or 
you may email Paul Williamson at williamsonp52@gmail.com or call him at: (970) 646-2322.

POZOLE DINNER
Support Truscott Elementary by attending the Pozole Dinner on December 11 in 
Coy Hall from 5:30-7:30 pm.  

FORUM ON HOMELESSNESS 
OPEN TO PUBLIC
You are invited to a public discussion on homelessness in Loveland. 
The forum is hosted by downtown churches in conjunction with civic 
leadership on Thursday, December 5 from 7:00-8:30 pm at St. John the 
Evangelist Catholic Church, 1730 W 12th street. 
All are welcome to participate.
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
SOMETHING SPECIAL IS HAPPENING FOR ADVENT!

Meet in Youth Range on December 1, 8, 15, & 22 at 9:45 am. Our 
Nativity: During Sunday School (9:45-10:45) each week in Advent, we 
will work to create the parts of a Nativity scene that will be displayed 
in Coy Hall. Information on each week’s theme will be in the family 
devotion, and we’ll meet in Youth Range starting December 1.

EVERYONE OF ALL AGES ARE WELCOME!!!

CLUB 345 
On Sunday, December 10 from 2:00-4:00 pm, come help decorate a Christmas tree and 
deliver it to Brookhaven and then entertain the residents with some Christmas Carols.  
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SENIOR HIGH SKI & LOVE RETREAT 
IN GLENWOOD SPRINGS
Mark your calendars: January 17-20
Ski all day Saturday at Sunlight and sled at Aspen all 
day Sunday, swim in the evenings at the Hot Springs 
Pool. Non-skiers are $60 and skiers are $110. This 
includes all costs except ski rentals ($20). A $60 down 
payment is due December 15. Call Ann Kessler for 
more details at (970) 290-2796.

MID HIGH SLEDDING RETREAT IN FEBRUARY!
February 16-17: Sledding at Camp Buckhorn if there is enough snow. We will 
leave at 11:00 am February 16 to go to our destination to sled for the day. We 
will be home by 11:00 am on Monday. Please RSVP to Ann Kessler with $10 by 
January 12. 

YOUTH MINISTRY



OUR CHILI COOK-OFF WINNERS:

Best Traditional: Staci Hennings 
Best Non-Traditional: Cecilia Ball
Most Creative: Charles Diediker
People’s Choice:  Cecilia Ball

Thank you to everyone that entered a chili, set-up and 
clean-up crew, and the wonderful church families that 
came and had dinner with us that night.  You are all 
appreciated very much by the youth. We raised $705 
to go toward Okoboji, IA and Houston, TX mission trips 
this summer.

2019 IGNITE SPIRITUAL RETREAT AT BUCKHORN CAMP

The Senior High spent the weekend at the Buckhorn Methodist 
Camp at the Rocky Mountain Conference Methodist senior high 
retreat. It was a weekend away from phones, computers and 
homework to focus on God, prayer and reconnecting to nature 
and one another. Our theme for the weekend was Conflict - We 
may not think alike but we all love alike. We spent the time 
rotating between workshops, our keynote speaker, and small 
groups.  Much time was spent in fellowship with the youth of 
other churches as well as discussing the topic of loving our 
neighbor during conflict. We ended Saturday night with a 
lip-sync battle and a dance party. We took time to really listen 
to what God is saying to us. Thank you for your prayers for us 
during our journey. Front Row: Kristina Ball, Bailey Williams, Shae 

Kent, Christian Williams, Erick Robinson
Second Row: Ryan Hennings, Ann Kessler, Abby 
Boaz, Faith Thirsk, Bryon Sack.

YOUTH MINISTRY
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SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP DECEMBER ACTIVITIES
December 1: Hanging of the Greens Service. Help set up for Soup Supper at 3:30 pm. 
 Event starts at 4:30 pm.

December 7: Christmas Party 6:00-8:00 pm at Ryan Hennings house - 3915 Leopard Dr, 
  Loveland. Bring a snack to share and a White Elephant gift under $10.  

December 8: No Senior High Youth Group.

December 13: Set-up for the Cookie Jar. 3:30-5:00 pm.

December 14: Work the Cookie Jar. 8:30-11:00 am. Wear your holiday hats and sweaters.

December 15: All Church Caroling - Time to be determined

December 22: Plan New Year’s Eve Eve Party and judge lights. 4:00-7:00 pm.

December 24: Come to a Christmas Eve service at 4:00 pm, 6:00 pm, or 8:00 pm.

December 29: One church service at 10:00 am. No evening Youth Group.

December 30: New Year’s Eve Eve party. 7:00-10:00 pm. 

MID HIGH YOUTH GROUP DECEMBER ACTIVITIES
December 1: Hanging of the Greens Service. Help set up for Soup Supper at 3:30 pm.  

Event starts at 4:30 pm.

December 8: Christmas Party 6:00-8:00 pm at Cailyn’s, house - 8334 Steeplechase Dr., Windsor. Bring a 
snack to share and a White Elephant gift under $10.

December 15: All Church Caroling - Time to be determined.

December 22: Plan New Year’s Eve Eve party and judge lights. 4:00-7:00 pm.

December 24: Come to a Christmas Eve service at 4:00 pm, 6:00 pm, or 8:00 pm.

December 29: One church service at 10:00 am. No evening Youth Group.

December 30: New Year’s Eve Eve party. 7:00-10:00 pm. 
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