
Church Council Minutes 3/4/2019


 Meeting attendance:  Ellen Shepherd, Janeen Anderson, Bonnie Coleman, Steve 
Goodier, Phil Ashcraft, Larry Jones, Keith Flaming, Daren Gartner, Roger Williams, 
Jeremiah Harris, Charlie Bouchard, Sally Allen, Barbie Clark, Gene Clarke, Marcia Eads, 
Joy Shaw, Karin Delaney, Norma Flaming, Judy Stout. 

Not in attendance: All the rest. 

Meeting was opened with a well prepared devotion presented by Jeremiah (not 
generally being one at a loss for words, our associate pastor was momentarily 
flummoxed).


Minutes from the January meeting were approved. No brave soul stepped up to 
volunteer for future minutes, so you are stuck with these once again.


Expectations for 2019 were reminded. Be brief (tell the time, don’t build the clock); be 
respectful (listen while others are speaking); be efficient (don’t stand on protocol); be 
prepared (read reports ahead of time). 


Marcia Eads gave a spirited plea for sign up for Hospitality on Sunday mornings. It is 
uncertain if the response was as enthusiastic as the pitch.


No questions were asked about the committee reports - thanks to all for sending them 
ahead so members have a chance to be informed before our meeting.


Pastor’s platform -  Rev. Jeremiah discussed his work with Millennials. He has had 
focus groups and surveys and the results have been accumulated and are available to 
any who choose to contact Jeremiah. Short summary - Millennials value 1) Fellowship 
2) Service 3) Education 4) Worship. To that end, Jeremiah is working with a focus 
group, the Millennial  Advisory Council (MAC attack when they do a service project) to 
come up with an agenda to match the goals.


 Rev. Steve commented that he would be leading a pot such book study on lessons 
from a turtle. It is a little slow to start since it is 8 days past Ash Wednesday. This is a 
new experiment for our church so all are asked to stick their necks out and join on 
Thursday nights to crack the shell on better spiritual living during this sacred time 
leading up to Easter.


Discussion was had around the General Conference ruling. Steve commented that he 
personally (not speaking for the church) is open to counseling, and/or marrying 
committed same sex couples. Likely not in the FUMC building unless permission had 
been received by the church. 




Other concerns included worries that clergy could be suspended for rules violation 
(Karin). Will we allow the LBGTQ community to fully participate in the life of the church 
(Judy)?


More will be revealed at the end of April when the Judicial Council meets. Steve 
believes that a schism is highly likely, but that we have been down this road before and 
been better for the process. Conclusion - FUMC Loveland will continue to be a 
church that embraces diversity and inclusion. 

Joy Shaw is credited with the quote of the evening. “I am frustrated and embarrassed 
to be a Methodist, but I have never been prouder to be a member of FUMC Loveland”.


 Trustees took up the rest of the evening with a spirited discussion on the Interim 
Policy regarding building security. Trustees is endeavoring to hit an impossible target of 
securing our old, many doored building, while keeping it welcoming to all. The policy is 
the next iteration of that goal. It was decided to circulate the policy for all to read and 
comment on. This will be taken up again at our next meeting.


Trustees II - It has been decided that building security is an important enough issue to 
get something done ASAP. Trustees has a proposal to update the locking systems on 
doors to allow access to those who are supposed to be in the building. The expected 
cost is $21,000. CC approved the cost by splitting it between Trustees dedicated 
account and an addition to the 2019 budget. Keith was advised to complete the project 
as soon as is humanly possible.


Trustees III - The FUMC rental house is in need of repairs - new siding and windows. 
The cost is estimated to be around $28,500. CC authorized Trustees to borrow the 
funds from the Foundation (no interest loan) and pay back the loan from the rental 
income.


Daren asked a question about the Foundation which prompted Steve to tell the story 
about the bridge to nowhere in Africa (you had to be there). Steve plans on meeting 
with Foundation folks to discuss if they can take a look at the Foundation goals and 
rethink them in the light of the 21st century. He will keep us posted on the success of 
bridging the gap.


The meeting was closed with a prayer by Steve at 8:25


  


