
Church Council Minutes 1/7/2019


Like sand through an hourglass, so to are the minutes of our meeting. 

Meeting attendance: Ann Kessler, Ellen Shepherd, Janeen Anderson, Bonnie 
Coleman, Steve Goodier, Betty Hill, Phil Ashcraft, Larry Jones, Keith Flaming, Bob 
Bostwick, Daren Gartner, Roger Williams, Jeremiah Harris, Charlie Bouchard

Not in attendance: All the rest.


Meeting was opened with a devotion presented by Charlie and introductions to start 
the new year were made by all.


Minutes from the December meeting were approved.


Expectations for 2019 were presented. Be brief (tell the time, don’t build the clock); be 
respectful (listen while others are speaking); be efficient (don’t stand on protocol); be 
prepared (read reports ahead of time). 


Leo Buscaglia presented a mission statement for Church Council.


	 “It’s not enough to have lived. We should be determined to live for something.  
	 May I suggest that it be creating joy for others, sharing what we have for the  
	 betterment of person-kind, bringing hope to the lost and love to the lonely.” 

Leo couldn’t be there in person, so Charlie presented his work.


Meeting dates for the 2019 year were set: 1/7, 3/4, 4/22, 8/5, 10/7, 12/2. All meetings 
will be at 6:30 in West Coy unless otherwise noted.


A sign up sheet for Sunday Hospitality was passed around and one for devotions. 
Devotion volunteers are as follows.

	 March - Jeremiah Harris

	 May - Bonnie Coleman

	 August - Steve Goodier

	 October - Roger Williams

	 December - Daren Gartner

	 	 * Steve and Jeremiah’s signatures may have been written in an ink visible 	

	 	 only to the council chair.


Pastor’s platform - Steve reminded all that the larger Methodist church is having a big 
get together in February to decide/discuss the future of the church in regards to the 
LBGTQ issue (ordaining ministers, etc). In Steve’s opinion, it is prudent for us to expect 
anything - from a church split/schism to a continued delay. However, as far as our local 



FUMC, no changes are expected. This is an issue we have been dealing with for 
several years. It appears having rational discussions and listening to all sides is a good 
model for progress and problem resolution - who woulda thunk it? Good on the 
leadership of FUMC for being proactive. (Sorry - editorial comment not officially 
discussed at our meeting).


Jeremiah commented that this is the first time Christmas Eve services have seen 
attendance over 1000 in many years. He wasn’t taking personal credit for the success, 
but…..


Jeremiah also addressed the Millennial focus group he has been working with. This 
continues to be a work in progress and Jeremiah will keep Church Council informed as 
any plans codify into a working idea.


Ann mentioned that she is enjoying the positive energy in the young children’s Sunday 
School. Great progress from the empty classrooms of a few years ago.


Roger asked if child care was available for Community Kitchen workers. The answer 
was that child care is available for all church functions - just plan ahead and let folks 
know.


The topic of grocery cards was discussed. Only a small amount of members currently 
use this service. It represents a potential untapped source of income for the church. 
5% is rebated to FUMC for all purchases! Expect to hear a push from Steve during the 
coming months.


A brief discussion was had about electronic giving capability - text, pay-pal, vinmo, 
apple pay, etc., to account for a demographic that uses these as their primary money 
exchanging source. (Perhaps a scroll runs across future sermons with a phone number 
to text and give till it hurts :)


The meeting was closed with a prayer by Jeremiah at 7:30


Editors note: I forewarned on the minutes. After reading this, if anyone wants to take on 
the task, I will not be offended. Thanks to all for attendance and participation. 


