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Dear friends, 
 
You probably heard the news: 
 

The Resident Bishop of the Mountain Sky Episcopal Area for the 2016-2020 quadrennium 
is Bishop-elect Karen Oliveto. The Mountain Sky Area includes the Rocky Mountain and 
Yellowstone Conferences. Bishop Elaine Stanovsky will be assigned to the Greater 
Northwest Episcopal Area. 
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Who is Karen Oliveto? The Western Jurisdiction website gives detailed information. There we 
read this:  
 

Since 2008, Oliveto has served as the senior pastor of Glide Memorial UMC in San 
Francisco. CA. Glide is the Western Jurisdiction’s largest membership congregation, and 
one of the top 100 largest membership congregations in the denomination. Prior to 
Glide, Oliveto served as the associate dean of academic affairs/director of contextual 
education at the Pacific School of Religion (PSR) in Berkeley. She has held pastorates at 
Bethany UMC in San Francisco and Bloomville UMC in Bloomville, New York, as well as 
being the campus minister at the Ecumenical House Campus Ministry at San Francisco 
State. (For more, go here.) 
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http://westernjurisdictionumc.org/western-jurisdiction-elects-karen-oliveto-bishop/


 

 

 

The California-Nevada website offers a bio of Bishop Oliveto. There we read:  
 

My daily prayer is: Dear God, please help me check my ego at the door. I realized my ego 
has been very invested in my ministry and caused a blurring of boundaries around where 
my ministry ended & laity’s began. Often I would default to “I can do it more efficiently,” 
blocking the spiritual & leadership growth of others. As a result, I have moved from being 
ego-driven to being Spirit-led. Being Spirit-led, discernment has taken a center role in my 
decision-making, congregational development, & leadership empowerment. It’s no 
longer about me, but instead how God’s moving in the community, what opportunities 
for faithful discipleship God’s offering, & who God’s lifting up as new leaders. My job is to 
listen, plan, implement, & empower. I believe this would serve me well in the episcopacy. 
(For more, go here.) 

 
Also, as you have probably also learned, Bishop Oliveto happens to be married to a female 
spouse, Robin Ridenour, a nurse anesthetist and deaconess in the church. She is the first 
openly gay bishop elected in the UMC. Religion News Service tells us:  
 

“Bishop Karen Oliveto felt called to ministry in the United Methodist Church when she 
was 11 years old. 
 
But for years Oliveto refused to allow her name to be cast for the role of bishop because 
she “didn’t want to harm the church,” she said. 
 
That’s because Oliveto, the senior pastor of Glide Memorial Church in San Francisco, is a 
lesbian, and the second largest Protestant denomination in the U.S. bans the ordination 
of “self-avowed practicing homosexuals.” 
 

Bishop Oliveto:  
 
“I realized that maybe who I am — if I possess the gifts and graces for the episcopacy — 
maybe who I am could be a gift to the church at this moment,” she said. 
 
That was confirmed, she said, the morning she met with supporters who wanted to 
nominate her for bishop. It was the same morning she heard news of the mass shooting 
in Orlando, Fla., that targeted the LGBT community. 
 
“This is the time,” she thought. (For more, go here.) 
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http://calnev-email.brtapp.com/files/pdf_documents/instant_connection/karen+oliveto+bio.pdf
http://religionnews.com/2016/07/19/first-openly-lgbt-united-methodist-bishop-this-is-the-time/


 

 

 

 
Photo by Patrick Scriven, PacificNorthwest Conference 

 
 

Why was she elected bishop? Delegates of the Rocky Mountain Conference emphatically 
assert that she is the most qualified candidate for the position. Her experience, her 
administrative skills and her deep commitment make her the right person for this difficult 
job. 
 
The United Methodist Church is trying to faithfully navigate the waters of human sexuality, 
and Bishop Oliveto’s election will certainly play a part. The United Methodist Church website 
helps us to understand what this may mean for the church: 
 

The United Methodist Council of Bishops will meet July 19-20 in Chicago and will discuss 
“A Way Forward,” a proposal adopted by the General Conference 2016 calling for the 
council to appoint a commission to review all portions of the church’s lawbook dealing 
with human sexuality. 
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Council of Bishops President Bruce Ough said he believes there’s a strong commitment 
on the part of the council and the denomination as a whole to “move in a direction that 
does not reflect some of the intense divisiveness that we’ve seen in fellow mainline 
denominations.” (For more, go here.) 

 
Our Bishop Elaine Stanovsky wrote a letter the weekend of Karen Oliveto’s election and 
consecration that witnesses how she experienced the jurisdictional conference that elected 
her. She says: 
 

Most of those present will describe how God gently led the Church across a threshold into 
a new and hopeful day… Delegates interacted with one another with unfailing respect 
and collegiality. The words that keep coming to mind to describe the process by which 
delegates elected this new leader are:  intentional, measured, and deeply faithful. 

 
I recommend reading her full letter, which can be found here. 
 
We will miss Bishop Elaine Stanovsky while we welcome Bishop Karen Oliveto. I personally 
look forward to serving under her leadership. I hope that we can come to know her as a 
leader, a bishop, a pastor and a fellow servant of Christ.  
 
Will you join me in prayer for her, as for all the leaders of our church? May God’s 
unconditional grace be known to us in her life. And may it be made real for us as we minister 
side by side with our new bishop, making disciples for Jesus Christ. 
 
In grace and peace, 
 

Rev. Steve Goodier 
 
 
P. S. The Rocky Mountain Conference has posted a media packet you may find useful that includes 
answers to questions you may have about Bishop Oliveto’s election. It is a working document that 
will be updated regularly. 
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http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/married-lesbian-consecrated-united-methodist-bishop
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/married-lesbian-consecrated-united-methodist-bishop
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/married-lesbian-consecrated-united-methodist-bishop
http://rmcumc-email.brtapp.com/viewemail/1532213
http://www.rmcumc.org/mediapacket

