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I’ll Remember 
 

Bible Story: I’ll Remember (What Is the Bible) • Psalm 119:105 
Key Question: Why is the Bible important? 
Bottom Line: When you learn about God, it’s easier to follow Him. 
Memory Verse: The way we show our love is to obey God’s commands. He commands you to 
lead a life of love. That’s what you have heard from the beginning. 2 John 6, NIrV 
Life App: Obedience—Trusting who is in charge by doing what you’re asked to do 
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what. 

 
 

 

 

 

Focus the Energy (Small Groups, 10-15 minutes) 
 

PREVIEW 
Plug In is designed to introduce children to the day’s topic in a setting that gives them individualized 
attention from their Leader and plenty of interaction with a small group of peers. 

4th–5th Grade 

GET READY 
1. Just for Fun 

• Color sheets 
2. Get Your Head in the Game 

• Stopwatch 

• Print the “Book Charades” Activity Page and cut apart 
 

1. Just for Fun 

What You Need: color sheet 
 
What You Do: 

• Read aloud the puzzles one at a time to the group.  

• Challenge your students to take turns guessing the answers.  

• Each student gets two guesses (or up to a combined total of 20 for the whole group). 
 

o Puzzle #1 
I have streets but no pavement. 
I have cities but no buildings. 
I have forests but no trees. 
I have rivers yet no water. 
What am I?  
(a map) 

 
o Puzzle #2 
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You may enter, but you may not come in. 
I have space, but no room. 
I have keys but open no lock. 
What am I?  
(a computer)  
 

o Puzzle #3 
A boy was rushed to the hospital emergency room. The ER doctor saw the boy and said, 
"I cannot operate on this boy. He is my son." But the doctor was not the boy's father. 
How could that be?  
(the doctor was his mom) 
 

o Puzzle #4 
You throw away the outside and cook the inside. You eat the outside and throw away 
the inside. What did you eat?  
(corn on the cob) 

 
 
 
 
2. Get Your Head in the Game 
What You Need: “Book Charades” Activity Page, stopwatch 
 
What You Do: 

• Form two teams.  

• Ask a member from one of the teams to draw a “Book Charades” card. 

• Explain that he will have 30 seconds to silently act out clues to help his team guess the book 
written on the card.  

o If the team fails to guess correctly, the card is given to a member of the other team who 
will then have 30 more seconds to give silent clues to his team. 

 
What You Say: 
“There are a lot of books in the world. Some books help us learn stuff we didn’t know. Other books take 
us on adventures, make us laugh or cry, and give us something fun to do on a rainy day. You probably 
enjoy some books more than others. But there is one book that is unlike any other. We call it the Bible. 
It helps us know God and why we should worship him. Let’s go to Large Group and take some time to 
look into this amazing book God has given us.” 
 
Lead your group to the Large Group area. 
 

  

 
Engage the Heart (Large Group, 35 minutes) 

PREVIEW 

Power Up is designed to engage children in worship in a large group setting. Music, prayer, and an 
innovative approach to the Bible story are always a part of this interactive time.  
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Make the Connection (Small Groups, 25 minutes) 
 

PREVIEW 

Catch On is designed to help kids understand how the day’s topic applies to them. They’ll discuss real-
life experiences, interact with a close-knit group of peers, and participate in a variety of activities that 
appeal to different learning styles. Life-application and memory-verse activities, as well as prayer, are 
always a part of this hands-on time. 
 
Especially for 5th Grade—use the additional application activity designed especially for fifth graders in 
addition to the other suggested activities, or substitute it for one if you’re short on time. 
 
4th–5th Grade 
GET READY 
1. Take a Snapshot  

• Notecard; one for each student 

• Pens 

• Print “Include This Word” Activity Page and cut apart 
2. Bible Story Extension  

• Bibles 

• Markers 

• Paper 

• Notecards from “Take a Snapshot”  
3. Discussion Questions  

• No supplies needed 
4. Verse to Take with You 

• Bibles 

• Paper 

• Pens 
5. Make it Personal with Prayer 

• Bible 

• Print a GodTime for Week One for each kid 
 
 
1. Take a Snapshot 
What You Need: Pens, notecards, “Include This Word” Activity Page 
 
What You Do: 

• Give each student a pen, notecard, and one of the “Include This Word” cards from the Activity 
Page. 

• Ask everyone to do the following: 
o Write a short definition of the Bible and why it’s important. 
o Use the random word on their card somewhere in their answer. 

 
Additional Activity:  

• Invite students to write on the back of their notecards one or two questions they have about the 
Bible. 

• Collect the notecards for use in “Bible Story Extension.” 
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What You Say: 
“The Bible is the best place to go to learn about the plan God has for us and how Jesus fits into that 
plan. We spend time reading, memorizing, studying, and discussing the Bible because it points us to 
God. There’s nothing special about the paper it’s written on or whether the cover is made of cardboard 
or leather. The thing that makes the Bible different from any other book is that God helped men write 
what He felt we needed to know in order to follow Him.” 
 
 
2. Bible Story Extension  
What You Need: Bibles, markers, paper, notecards from “Take a Snapshot”  
 
What You Do: 

• Provide Bibles for students who don’t have one. 

• Read Psalm 119:105 together, sharing different translations if available. 

• Give each person a sheet of paper then set out markers. 

• Invite the group to draw a simple shape or “doodle” somewhere on their papers. 

• Exchange papers.  

• Ask students to create a picture from the markings on their papers that illustrates Psalm 
119:105 in some way or something they remember from Large Group.  

 
Optional: If your meeting area has a long wall or floor space, consider using a length of mural paper 
instead of individual sheets of paper. Students can add their markings anywhere along the paper then 
move to another area to create their full drawings. 
 

• When finished, let students share what they drew. 

• Return to Psalm 119, verses 105-112 and let students take turns reading verses. 

• With each verse, ask: 
o How is the Bible described in this verse? 
o What information does this verse tell you about the Bible? 
o How does this verse help you know and follow God better? 

 
Additional Activity: If your students wrote questions about the Bible in “Take a Snapshot,” allow time for 
reading and answering their questions. Draw answers from Psalm 119 whenever possible. If there are 
questions you’re not confident answering, suggest ways they can research the answer using other 
resources, safe internet sites, or by talking with other wise men and women in your church. 
 
 
 
3. Discussion Questions  
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do: 
Ask: 

• Why can we trust the Bible? 

• Why is the Bible an important book? What makes it different from any other book? 

• Why do you think some people don’t enjoy or want to read the Bible? What would you say to 
encourage them to give it a try? What’s one verse or part of the Bible you could suggest they 
read? 

• If you have questions about the Bible, where can you go to find answers? 
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4. Verse to Take with You  
What You Need: Bibles, paper, pens 
 
What You Do: 

• Introduce the activity by reminding students of how valuable it is to read, memorize, and learn 
what God says in the Bible.  

o Knowing our Bibles upside-down, inside-out, and backwards is one of the best ways to 
get to know God.  

o Through the Bible we can learn how to follow and become more like Jesus. 

• Give each student a pen, sheet of paper and a Bible (or let them use a Bible App on their 
phones). 

• Form groups of three students. 

• Explain that their trio will be looking up verses that describe the Bible and its purpose.  

• Assign one partner 2 Timothy 3:16, another 2 Timothy 2:15, and the third partner James 1:22. 

• Ask each person to do the following activities: 
o Hold their Bible upside-down and read the verse to their team.  
o Think of one key word that summarizes their verse then write it backwards on their 

paper.  

• Bring the groups together when finished. 

• Invite them to take turns holding up their papers and letting everyone guess the key words they 
wrote backwards. 

• Ask: 
o How does it change your thoughts about the Bible to know that God “breathed” life into 

it? 
o What are some things you can do to help you enjoy learning what God teaches in the 

Bible? 
o What’s the difference between learning the Bible and doing what it says? 

 
 
 
5. Make it Personal with Prayer 
What You Need: Bible, GodTime cards  
 
What You Do:  

• Invite students to imagine what their day might look like if it had a “Flight Plan.” Suggest that 
perhaps it would go something like this: 

o LAUNCH out of bed in the morning. 
o TAKE OFF and SOAR through their day. 
o Make a CRASH LANDING back in bed at night. 

• Remind students that spending time in the Bible is one of the ways we get to know God.  

• Read Joshua 1:8 to the group then ask:  
o What part of this command would you say is the most important part? 
o What can you do this week to make sure your Flight Plan includes time reading the Bible 

and talking to God each day? 

• Show students a copy of GodTime and explain how to use it if students are not familiar. 
Suggest that it’s a fun way to get into the Bible and that GodTime connects with the things 
they’re learning each week here in your environment.  

• Close in prayer by reading Joshua 1:8 again and allowing students to respond in silent prayer 
whenever you pause. 
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What You Say: 
“Dear God, help me to keep this Book of the Law always on my lips (pause). Help me meditate on it 
day and night (pause). Help me to be careful to do everything written in it (pause). Help me to be 
prosperous and successful in obedience to what I know You want me to do (pause). In Jesus’ name, 
amen.”  
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This Used to Be My Playground 
 

Bible Story: This Used to Be My Playground (The Fall) • Genesis 3:1-24 
Key Question: What is at stake if you don’t obey? 
Bottom Line: Trust and obey even when you think your way is better. 
Memory Verse: The way we show our love is to obey God’s commands. He commands you to 
lead a life of love. That’s what you have heard from the beginning. 2 John 6, NIrV 
Life App: Obedience—Trusting who is in charge by doing what you’re asked to do 
Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice. 

 
 

 

 

 

Focus the Energy (Small Groups, 10-15 minutes) 
 

PREVIEW 
Plug In is designed to introduce children to the day’s topic in a setting that gives them individualized 
attention from their Leader and plenty of interaction with a small group of peers. 

4th–5th Grade 

GET READY 
Rocket Ship Building  

• Print the “Rocket Ship Instructions” Activity Page  

• Cardboard paper towel tube 

• Three sheets of paper (white, orange, and yellow) 

• One sheet of yellow tissue paper 

• Scissors 

• Tape 

• Markers 
1. Just for Fun 

• Color sheets 

• Paper 

• Markers 
2. Get Your Head in the Game 

• Two or three familiar card games of your choice such as Uno®, Go Fish, or Old Maid® 
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Rocket Ship Building 
Be sure to bring your finished project with you to Large Group! 
 
What You Need: “Rocket Ship Instructions” Activity Page, index cards, pencils 
 
What You Do: 

• Use the materials provided and the instructions on the “Rocket Ship Instructions” Activity Page.  

• Encourage your group to work together and allow everyone to have input during the building 
process.  

• If you have a large group, you may want to build two rockets to ensure that each kid gets a 
chance to participate.  

 
 
1. Just for Fun 
What You Need: color sheets, paper, markers 
 
What You Do: 

• Set out paper and markers. 

• Ask students to draw a picture of a rocket. 

• After a few minutes (even if they aren’t finished drawing), let students choose partners. 

• Have the students exchange drawings with their partners then sit back-to-back. 

• Tell them to make three changes to their partner’s rocket without him or her seeing. The first 
change should be easy to detect, the second less obvious, and the third change barely 
noticeable.  

• Ask partners to turn around, exchange papers again, and then guess what’s different about 
their original rocket. 

 
 
2. Get Your Head in the Game 
What You Need: Familiar card games 
 
What You Do: 

• Form teams based on the best number of players for the card games you’ve chosen. 

• Invite teams to come up with new rules for playing their card games then allow time for them to 
play.  

o Each player should contribute a new rule. 
o Let kids think through the rules “submitted” and vote on two rules to actually use during 

game play. 
o Once the game has started, the rules cannot be changed. 

• Come together after teams have had time to play a round of their game using the new rules. 

• Invite discussion about how the new rules were helpful or not so helpful and why. 

• Play again with new games and new rules, if time allows. 
 
What You Say: 
“Changing a rule in a card game just for fun isn’t a big deal—although even a card game works best 
when played by the original rules. There are, however, times when going against the rules can make for 
the worst day ever. Let’s go to Large Group and listen to a sad story of rule breaking that literally made 
everything worse for everyone. Sound fun? Can’t wait? (sarcasm noted) Let’s go!” 
 
Lead your group to the Large Group area. 
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Engage the Heart (Large Group, 35 minutes) 

PREVIEW 

Power Up is designed to engage children in worship in a large group setting. Music, prayer, and an 
innovative approach to the Bible story are always a part of this interactive time.  
 
 

 

Make the Connection (Small Groups, 25 minutes) 
 

 

PREVIEW 

Catch On is designed to help kids understand how the day’s topic applies to them. They’ll discuss real-
life experiences, interact with a close-knit group of peers, and participate in a variety of activities that 
appeal to different learning styles. Life-application and memory-verse activities, as well as prayer, are 
always a part of this hands-on time. 
 
Especially for 5th Grade—use the additional application activity designed especially for fifth graders in 
addition to the other suggested activities, or substitute it for one if you’re short on time. 
 
 
 
4th–5th Grade 
GET READY 
1. Take a Snapshot  

• No supplies needed 
2. Bible Story Extension  

• Bibles 
3. Discussion Questions  

• No supplies needed 
4. Verse to Take with You 

• Twenty notecards 

• Pens 

• Bible 
5. Make it Personal with Prayer 

• No supplies needed 
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1. Take a Snapshot 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do: 

• Read the scenarios below. 

• After each one, invite students to (collectively) share two benefits of obedience in that situation 
and two possible consequences of disobedience. 

• Vote on the benefit and consequence they feel are the most likely outcomes. 

• Allow students to share experiences they’ve had in situations similar to the one you read.  
o What positive benefits or negative consequences did they face? What did the 

experience teach them? 

• Ask students to come up with additional scenarios if time allows. 
 
Scenarios: 
o You’re not supposed to snack right before dinner, but you’re so stinkin’ hungry. You remember 

there’s a candy bar in your backpack.  
o Your teacher asked you to give a sealed envelope with a note in it to your parents. You’re going 

crazy wondering what it says. You’re pretty sure you can carefully open the envelope then seal 
it again.  

o Your aunt is staying with you while your parents are out of town. She insists that you can’t have 
more than 30 minutes of screen time each day, but the rule your parents have is 60 minutes. 
You know you’re right, but there’s no convincing her.  

 
 
 
 
 
2. Bible Story Extension  
What You Need: Bibles 
 
What You Do: 

• Provide Bibles (or let students use a Bible app on their phone). 

• Ask everyone to look up Genesis 3. 

• Allow a few minutes for students to silently read the lesson’s passage to themselves. 

• Invite the group to take turns “Space Walking” (slow motion movements) as they act out 
something from the passage while others guess the event. 

• Ask: 
o As you read Genesis 3, where do you see the first hint of disobedience? 
o Why do you think Adam and Eve chose to disobey God? 
o Apart from never listening to a creepy snake, what else do you learn from these verses? 

• Challenge students to share specific verses where they see the following results of 
disobedience: 

o Guilt 
o Blame 
o Lies 
o Punishment 
o Regret 

• Invite students to finish this sentence: “One thing I’ve learned from Adam and Eve is . . .”  
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Pro Tip: There will be times when students face a situation in which they’re sure their way is better 
than what a parent, teacher, or other leader is asking them to do. And they may be right! Remind 
students that God always wants us to show respect. Suggest ways they might be able to talk things 
through and share what they’re thinking in a way that’s calm, kind, and respectful. 
 
What You Say: 
“Minus the talking snake and the perfect world, disobedience is still much the same as it was back in 
Genesis. People choose to go their own way. Just like Adam and Eve, we can get fooled into thinking 
our way is better than anyone else’s—even God’s. What was at stake when Adam and Eve chose to 
disobey? Take a lesson from Adam and Eve: it’s never a good idea to go against God’s rules!” 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Discussion Questions  
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do: 
Ask: 

• Based on what we’ve learned today, how would you best define sin? What about obedience? 

• Why is obedience often so hard and disobedience so easy?  

• Parents, teachers, and other leaders are more experienced and wiser than kids. They know 
what’s best, but they’re not always perfect. They make mistakes. How should you handle a 
situation when your way actually IS probably better than the leader’s? 

• Is there ever a time when you should not trust or obey someone, even if he or she is the adult or 
authority? Explain. 

• If the story of Adam and Eve in Genesis 3 could be turned into a song, what would be a good 
title for it? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Verse to Take with You  
What You Need: Bibles, notecards, pens 
 
What You Do: 

• Form two groups and give 10 notecards to each team. 

• Ask students to work with their team to write a random noun (person, place, or thing) on each 
card. 

• Bring teams together when finished.  

• Create funny scenarios by letting teams fill in the following sentences with words from their 
cards then discuss the consequences of each random situation.  

• Ask one team to fill in the first blank and the other team the second blank reading from a 
different card each time. 

o What would happen if a (noun) walked into a (noun)? 
o What would happen if a (noun) choked on a (noun)? 
o What would happen if a (noun) were as strong as a (noun)? 
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o What would happen if a (noun) slept on top of a (noun)? 
o What would happen if a (noun) ate a (noun)? 
o What would happen if a (noun) looked like a (noun)? 
o What would happen if a (noun) smelled like a (noun)? 
o What would happen if a (noun) wore a (noun)? 
o What would happen if a (noun) tripped over a (noun)? 
o What would happen if a (noun) fell on a (noun)? 

• Transition from the silly scenarios to a more serious discussion about the very real 
consequences of disobedience and the eternal benefits of obeying when it comes to following 
Jesus.  

• Invite four students to read the verses below allowing time after each to discuss the problem of 
sin and the ultimate sacrifice Jesus made on our behalf to rescue us.  

o Romans 3:23 
o Romans 6:23 
o 1 Peter 3:18 
o John 3:16 

• Ask: 
o What do these verses tell you about sin or disobedience? 
o What do these verses tell you God did to help us with our sin problem? 
o What do these verses tell you to do?  

• Share with students that the most important step of obedience we can ever take is to believe in 
Jesus.  

• Encourage those who have questions or would like to put their faith in Jesus to talk with you or 
another trusted adult. 

 
What You Say: 
“Adam and Eve didn’t obey in the garden because they thought their way was better. Years later, in 
another garden, the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus would struggle with something God wanted Him to 
do—die on the cross. Even though it was hard, Jesus surrendered His will and did what God asked Him 
to do. Because He did, because He went all the way to the cross for us, we can be forgiven. He obeyed 
in order to fix our broken relationship with God.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Make it Personal with Prayer 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do:  

• Ask kids to share how they did last week reading their Bible and GodTime each day. 

• Continue encouraging them to make use of the GodTime cards and to spend time taking to 
God at the beginning and end of their day. 

• Invite your group to pray silently for God’s help to live out obedience—trusting those who lead 
them by doing what they’re asked to do. 

• As you call out the following leaders, pause briefly after each one to allow students time to think 
about the relationships they have with leaders in their life. 

• Encourage students to ask forgiveness if they have had disobedient attitudes or actions and to 
pray for the choices they will make this week. 
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o Parents and family members 
o Teachers, coaches, and other leaders 
o Church and community leaders 
o God 

 
What You Say: 
“Dear God, in 2 John, verse six, You tell us that ‘The way we show our love is to obey God’s 
commands.’ It goes on to say that You command us to ‘lead a life of love.’ We can’t do that without 
Your help. Our love for others begins with a love for You, so we ask that You grow in us a genuine 
attitude of love that gives us the power to choose obedience even when it’s hard. In Jesus’ name, 
amen.” 
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Rain 
 

Bible Story: Rain (Noah) • Genesis 6-8 
Bottom Line: Trust and obey even when others don’t. 
Key Question: What is the hardest thing about following someone? 
Memory Verse: The way we show our love is to obey God’s commands. He commands you to 
lead a life of love. That’s what you have heard from the beginning. 2 John 6, NIrV 
Life App: Obedience—Trusting those who lead you by doing what you’re asked to do 
Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice. 

 
 

 

 

 

Focus the Energy (Small Groups, 10-15 minutes) 
 

PREVIEW 
Plug In is designed to introduce children to the day’s topic in a setting that gives them individualized 
attention from their Leader and plenty of interaction with a small group of peers. 

4th–5th Grade 

GET READY 
1. Just for Fun 

• Color sheets 

• 10 animal pictures 
Optional: If you have a device with access to the internet, prepare to show video clips of puppies, 
cats, farm animals, or other creatures doing cute or funny things. 

2. Get Your Head in the Game 

• Die 

• Paper 

• Markers 

• Print the “Dice Drawing” Activity Page 
 
 
 
 
1. Just for Fun 
What You Need: color sheets, animal pictures, video clips of animals (optional) 
 
What You Do: 

• Form two teams. 

• Give Team A the animal pictures. 

• Ask Team B to sit with their backs turned away from Team A. 

• Explain that Team A will arrange the animals in a certain order and, at your signal Team B will 
turn around for 10 seconds to observe the order of the animals, then turn back around.  

• Be sure to note the animals’ order yourself by writing it down or taking a picture. 
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• Mix up the animals.  

• Invite Team B to turn around again and work together to arrange the animals back to the 
original order.  

• Switch roles and repeat several times. 
 
Optional: If you have a device with access to the internet, show fun video clips of puppies, cats, farm 
animals, or other creatures doing cute or funny things. Let students find and share videos (with 
supervision) they’ve seen before.  
 
 
 
 
2. Get Your Head in the Game 
What You Need: Die, paper, markers, “Dice Drawing” Activity Page 
 
What You Do: 

• Give students paper and markers. 

• Explain that they will be drawing something with a head, tail, nose, wings, body, and spots, but 
they won’t know specifically what it is.  

o The order in which they will draw the parts will be determined randomly by the roll of a 
die.  

• Roll the die.  

• Call out what students are to draw based on the numbers below.  
o One is for the body. (They will need one.) 
o Two is for the head. (They will need one.) 
o Three is for the tail. (They will need one.) 
o Four is for a nose. (They will need one.) 
o Five is for a wings. (They will need two.) 
o Six is for spots (They will need three.) 

• Continue until all the parts have been added. 

• Show students the “Dice Drawing” of the rocket ship when they are done, and see if anyone 
came close to drawing the same thing. 

 
What You Say: 
“It would’ve been SO much easier if I’d told you from the beginning that you were drawing a rocket ship, 
wouldn’t it? But where’s the fun in that! In today’s Large Group, we’ll learn about a time when God 
asked someone to obey but didn’t give him all the details. It probably took a lot of trust for him to obey 
what God said—especially when friends started to call him crazy. Let’s go find out more.” 
 
Lead your group to the Large Group area. 
 
 
 

  

 
Engage the Heart (Large Group, 35 minutes) 
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PREVIEW 

Power Up is designed to engage children in worship in a large group setting. Music, prayer, and an 
innovative approach to the Bible story are always a part of this interactive time.  
 

 

Make the Connection (Small Groups, 25 minutes) 
 

PREVIEW 

Catch On is designed to help kids understand how the day’s topic applies to them. They’ll discuss real-
life experiences, interact with a close-knit group of peers, and participate in a variety of activities that 
appeal to different learning styles. Life-application and memory-verse activities, as well as prayer, are 
always a part of this hands-on time. 
 
Especially for 5th Grade—use the additional application activity designed especially for fifth graders in 
addition to the other suggested activities, or substitute it for one if you’re short on time. 
 
4th–5th Grade 
GET READY 
1. Take a Snapshot  

• Ping Pong Ball 

• Three foam or plastic bowls 

• Write EASY on one bowl, HARD on the second, and IMPOSSIBLE on the third. 
2. Bible Story Extension  

• Bibles 

• One foam dinner plate for each student 

• One large nail for each student 

• One permanent marker in any color for each student 
3. Discussion Questions  

• No supplies needed 
4. Verse to Take with You 

• Bibles 

• One ping-ping ball for every two students 
5. Make it Personal with Prayer 

• One facial tissue for each student 

• Markers 
 
 
1. Take a Snapshot 
What You Need: Prepared foam bowls, tub of water, Play-Doh® 
 
What You Do: 

• Give each student a ball  

• Describe situations kids face in which they have to choose between doing what’s right or 
following the crowd. (Suggestions below) 

• Ask them to place their piece of dough into the bowl that indicates how easy or hard it would be 
for them to do the right thing in that situation. 

o Not watching a movie that’s off limits, even though the group at the sleepover is 
o Not talking trash about someone behind their back when other people are 

http://www.252basics.org/


252Basics, 4th – 5th  Grade  August 18, 2019 

CURRICULUM MATERIALS FOR K-5TH GRADES * © 2004 252Basics. All rights reserved. * www.252basics.org 4  

o Not making fun of someone, when a few other kids are doing it 
o Cheating on a test 
o Stealing something small 
o Lying to parents 
o Swearing 
o Using the internet in inappropriate ways 
o Bashing the Bible 
o Bullying  
o Disrespecting teachers 
o Avoiding kids who are not “cool” 

• Allow time for the group to share why they voted the way they did, especially if many students 
voted similarly and sunk the “boat” (bowl). 

• Invite students to share additional situations then repeat the voting and discussing process. 
 
What You Say: 
“Our peers—the people our own age—are important to us. Sometimes it’s easy to make them more 
important than God. One thing we learn about obedience very early in our lives is that it’s not always 
easy. Going against the crowd or our friends in order to follow Jesus is something we will work hard on 
all of our lives. It helps to remember that in God’s big plan, our obedience plays an important part. Just 
as Noah.” 
 
 
2. Bible Story Extension  
What You Need: Bibles, foam plates, nails, permanent markers 
 
What You Do: 

• Remind students that Noah is a hero of the faith. His story of obedience was passed down 
through generations of Jewish people. Hundreds of years later God’s people still remembered it.  

• Invite someone to read Hebrews 11:7. 

• Give each person a plate and a nail. 

• Ask them to use the nail to make holes in the plate that form the outline of something from the 
story. (No arks or rainbows.)  

o They can outline a person, place, object, or word.  
o Tell them to do their work without others knowing what they’re drawing. 

• Exchange plates. 

• Challenge students to use a marker to “connect the dots” (holes) on the plate to figure out what 
the picture is. In some cases, they may be way off from what the original artist was creating and 
that’s okay. 

• Show the finished pictures to one another as you remind students that Noah had a lot of dots to 
connect in understanding what God wanted him to do and how to do it. 

• Ask: 
o As Noah tried to “connect the dots” and obey what God was asking him to do, what do 

you think would have been the hardest part of it all? Why would it have been hard?  
o Why is it hard for us to do the right thing when no one else is? Are the reasons the same 

or different as they may have been for Noah? Explain. 
o When doing what is right is going to make you unpopular or risk making your friends 

mad, what should you do? 
o As you look to the week ahead, what situations can you see yourself in where you’ll be 

facing a choice to obey or cave? What will help you make the right choice? 
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3. Discussion Questions  
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do: 
Ask: 

• Have you ever had a “Noah moment”? Share about a time when you felt sort of like Noah did 
when he built the ark and all the people thought he was crazy. 

• If God was visible and you knew He was watching you (which we know He is), how might that 
make a difference in the choices you make? 

• What’s the hardest part about following Jesus? Why is it worth it even though it isn’t easy? 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Verse to Take with You  
What You Need: Bibles, ping-pong balls 
 
What You Do: 

• Instruct kids to get into pairs. 

• Give partners a Bible and a ping-pong ball. 

• Challenge one partner to balance the ball on top of the Bible while the other partner creates a 
distraction but without touching the person with the Bible. 

• Switch roles and play again. 

• Use the activity to illustrate the challenge of standing firm in our obedience to God when others 
aren’t making it easy for us. 

• Ask: 
o When you were trying to keep the ball balanced on the Bible while being distracted, what 

strategy worked best? 
o How do some people distract us or make it hard for us to obey God by obeying our 

leaders? 
o When is it most hard to stand firm and obey what you know is right? 

• Invite partners to look up and read 1 Corinthians 15:58 together then discuss the meaning and 
application of the verse. 

o What are some words used in this verse that make it clear obedience isn’t an easy thing 
to do? 

o Without mentioning any names, what leader in your life is the hardest for you to follow? 
What are the benefits of obedience to that leader?  

o What might happen when you obey but those around you don’t? What can you do in 
those situations to not get discouraged and give in? 

 
What You Say: 
“Most of the time the benefits of obedience outweigh the consequences, but even if that’s not the case, 
we want our love for God and our desire to follow Him to be the force that drives us to choose 
obedience. We come out ahead when we obey, but because it’s sometimes a hard thing to do, it 
doesn’t always feel like a win. God always sees the hard work of our obedience. It’s never wasted or 
ignored by Him.” 
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5. Make it Personal with Prayer 
What You Need: Tissues, markers 
 
What You Do:  

• Give each student a facial tissue and a marker. 

• Direct half of the group to hold the tissue so the fold runs vertically (up and down) and the 
others to hold it so the fold is horizontally (right to left).  

• Ask everyone to gently draw an “X” in the center of their tissue, being careful not to tear it. 

• Instruct them to gently rip the tissue from top to bottom so that the tear runs through the middle 
of the “X.”  

• Show each torn tissue and observe that one direction tore more neatly than the other. 

• Explain that the fibers that make up the tissues run in a certain direction. When the tissue is 
torn in the same direction as the grain of fibers it’s a cleaner tear than when torn across them. 

• Connect this concept with the way we sometimes feel when obedience means we have to go 
“against the grain” or the crowd and not do what others are doing. 

• Invite students to pair up with someone who tore their tissue in a different direction than they 
did and pray (silently or aloud) for their partner to trust and obey even when others don’t.  

 
What You Say: 
“Dear God, it’s so hard for us to go against the flow—to obey you when those around us are going a 
different direction. In our heads we know what’s right, but it’s not always the thing we choose. Give us 
the help we need to be strong against the crowd, to love you more than we love what others think of us. 
Help us make the wise choice this week in the things we say and do. In Jesus’ name, amen.” 
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Live to Tell 
 

Bible Story: Live to Tell (Abraham to Isaac) • Genesis 12-21 
Bottom Line: Trust and obey even if you don't know how it will work out. 
Key Question: What do you think your leaders know that you don't? 
Memory Verse: The way we show our love is to obey God’s commands. He commands you to 
lead a life of love. That’s what you have heard from the beginning. 2 John 6, NIrV 
Life App: Obedience—Trusting who is in charge by doing what you’re asked to do 
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what. 

 
 

 

 

 

Focus the Energy (Small Groups, 10-15 minutes) 
 

PREVIEW 
Plug In is designed to introduce children to the day’s topic in a setting that gives them individualized 
attention from their Leader and plenty of interaction with a small group of peers. 

4th–5th Grade 

GET READY 
1. Just for Fun 

• Color sheets 
2. Get Your Head in the Game 

• Paper 

• Print the “Paper Airplane Designs” Activity Page for each student 
 
 
 
1. Just for Fun 
What You Need: color sheets 
 
What You Do: 

• Pair up—girls with girls and boys with boys. 

• Invite partners to do an “anti-gravity test.” 

• Instruct the first partner to place her arms straight down at her sides. 

• Direct the second partner to stand behind her. 

• Explain that the first partner will try as hard as she can to push her arms up while the second 
partners tries as hard as she can to hold them down. 

• Hold this position for one minute. 

• When time is up, ask the second partner to let go and the first partner to relax her arms. If 
done correctly, her arms will float up in the air by themselves. 

• Switch places and try again. 
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2. Get Your Head in the Game 
What You Need: “Paper Airplane Designs” Activity Page, paper 
 
What You Do: 

• Set out paper. 

• Invite students to design paper airplanes. 

• Provide instructions and design ideas from the “Paper Airplane Designs” Activity Page (and any 
additional design ideas you’ve researched) for those who are not familiar with folding a sheet of 
paper to make it fly. 

• Race the airplanes to test the best design for distance, height, and the straightest flight pattern. 
 
What You Say: 
“Paper airplanes tend to have a mind of their own. Even when you aim and launch them as straight as 
you can, they suddenly take off in a different direction than you planned. That’s how life goes 
sometimes, too. We think we know the plan, but then something changes. At the time—or sometimes 
never—we don’t understand why things happen the way they do. That’s the story of the man we’ll learn 
about today in Large Group. Things didn’t go the way he thought they would, but in the end, it was just 
what God wanted.” 
 
Lead your group to the Large Group area. 
 
 
 

  

 
Engage the Heart (Large Group, 35 minutes) 

PREVIEW 

Power Up is designed to engage children in worship in a large group setting. Music, prayer, and an 
innovative approach to the Bible story are always a part of this interactive time.  
 
 

 

Make the Connection (Small Groups, 25 minutes) 
 

PREVIEW 

Catch On is designed to help kids understand how the day’s topic applies to them. They’ll discuss real-
life experiences, interact with a close-knit group of peers, and participate in a variety of activities that 
appeal to different learning styles. Life-application and memory-verse activities, as well as prayer, are 
always a part of this hands-on time. 
 
Especially for 5th Grade—use the additional application activity designed especially for fifth graders in 
addition to the other suggested activities, or substitute it for one if you’re short on time. 
 
 
 
4th–5th Grade 
GET READY 

http://www.252basics.org/


252Basics, 4th – 5th  Grade  August 25, 2019 

CURRICULUM MATERIALS FOR K-5TH GRADES * © 2004 252Basics. All rights reserved. * www.252basics.org 3  

1. Take a Snapshot  

• Pipe cleaner for each student 
2. Bible Story Extension  

• Bibles 

• One box of aluminum foil 
3. Discussion Questions  

• No supplies needed 
4. Verse to Take with You 

• Print the “Faith Verses” Activity Page; one for every three students 

• Scissors 

• Pen 

• Notecards; one for each student 
5. Make it Personal with Prayer 

• No supplies needed 
 
 
 
1. Take a Snapshot 
What You Need: Pipe cleaner 
 
What You Do: 

• Give each student a pipe cleaner 

• Ask them to form the pipe cleaner into the shape of a letter (not x or z). 

• Sit in a circle. 

• Invite students to name something they appreciate a leader knowing.  
o It has to be something that they themselves don’t know, and it must begin with the letter 

they’re holding. For example, if the letter is “D,” they might say, “how to make donuts,” or 
“drive a car.” 

• Shape a new letter (not x or z). 

• Ask students to think of a word beginning with their letters that describes a leader they can 
trust. 

• Shape a new letter (not x or z). 

• Ask the group to use their letters to begin a word that describes God. 
 
 
 
2. Bible Story Extension  
What You Need: Bibles, index cards 
 
What You Do: 

• Pass an index card to each child 

• Direct the group to draw multiple question marks. 
o When finished, there should be question marks of different sizes. 

• Sit in a circle then have students place their question marks on the floor in front of them.  

• Make sure everyone has a Bible. 

• Direct students to look up Genesis 12:1-5 and then have a couple volunteers read it aloud as 
everyone follows along. 

• Ask those who made larger question marks to suggest big questions or concerns Abraham may 
have had after God spoke to him. 
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• Ask those who made smaller question marks to suggest questions or concerns Sarah may have 
had after Abraham told her what God said.  

• Guide students in applying today’s lesson to their lives. 
o What are some big ways Abraham obeyed? How did he obey in little ways as well? 
o What are some big and small ways you can obey God? 
o When you don’t want to obey because you don’t know why you’re being ask to do 

something, what should you do? 
 
What You Say:  
“Abraham was kind of an amazing guy. Imagine leaving everything comfortable and familiar without 
knowing what was next. Abraham made a choice to trust and obey even though he didn’t know how it 
would all work out. That’s what faith combined with obedience looks like. Abraham didn’t have the 
details of where his road trip would take him or how it would end, but he trusted God.” 
 
 
 
 
3. Discussion Questions  
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do: 
Ask: 

• What do you think your leaders know that you don't? 

• Why does it matter if our leaders know stuff that we don’t know? How does that affect us? 

• Are you still obeying if you do what’s asked of you but with a bad attitude? Explain. 

• What do you do when a leader or other adult tells you to do something and you’re not sure it’s 
the right thing to do? 

• If we genuinely believe God knows the future, how should that affect our obedience?   
 
 
 
 
4. Verse to Take with You  
What You Need: “Faith Verses” Activity Page, scissors, notecards, pens 
 
What You Do: 

• Form groups of three students. 

• Give each person a different “Faith Verses” Activity Page, a notecard, pen, and scissors. 

• Without teammates seeing one another’s verses, have them write on one side of a notecard a 
question they have about their verse. On the other side, have them write a statement about 
what they think the verse means.  

• Ask them to cut their verses into six pieces like a jigsaw puzzle then mix up the pieces. 

• Invite players on each team to exchange puzzles with one another then assemble them to 
discover what the verse says. 

• Challenge teams to discuss the verses by having each person read from his notecard the 
statement he wrote about the verse then ask his team to answer the question on the back. 

• Bring teams together and let them share what they discovered from each verse. Let them ask 
any questions they weren’t able to answer within their team. 

http://www.252basics.org/


252Basics, 4th – 5th  Grade  August 25, 2019 

CURRICULUM MATERIALS FOR K-5TH GRADES * © 2004 252Basics. All rights reserved. * www.252basics.org 5  

• Reflect back on the puzzle activity by saying, “Like the puzzles you assembled without first 
knowing what the verses said, there will be many times in your life when you won’t know how a 
situation will look in the end until it ends.”  

• Ask: 
o How does your faith and trust in God show up in obedience? 
o Do you think it’s possible to obey God if you don’t trust Him? Why or why not? 
o If you disobey more than you obey, how might that also be a faith problem?  

 
What You Say: 
“We don’t get to choose everything that happens, but we do get to choose whether we’ll respond by 
being obedient. You can put your faith to work this week and follow God even when you’re feeling 
afraid or unsure. Put faith and obedience to work and show that you trust God with whatever happens 
next.” 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Make it Personal with Prayer 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do:  

• Pray with the kids, letting a few volunteers pray aloud for the group if they’re comfortable doing 
so. 

• Focus on trusting God no matter what and asking God’s help to trust the leaders He has put in 
our lives.  

• Pray for help in obeying those who lead us even when we don’t know how it will work out.  
 
What You Say: 
“Dear God, we know that You sometimes ask us to do things without us knowing exactly what is going 
to happen. Help us trust You this week. We ask this in Jesus’ name, amen.” 
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