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Basket Case 
 

Bible Story: Basket Case (Moses Is Born) • Exodus 2:1-10 (Supporting: Exodus 1) 
Bottom Line: You can do what you should, even when you don’t know what will happen next. 
Memory Verse: Be strong and brave. Do not be afraid. Do not lose hope. I am the LORD your 
God. I will be with you everywhere you go. Joshua 1:9b (NIrV) 
Life App: Courage—Being brave enough to do what you should do, even when you’re afraid 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what. 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Focus the Energy (Small Groups, 10-15 minutes) 
 

PREVIEW 
Plug In is designed to introduce children to the day’s topic in a setting that gives them individualized 
attention from their Leader and plenty of interaction with a small group of peers. 

2nd–3rd Grade 

GET READY 
1. Early Arriver 

• Color sheets 
2. What Happens Next? 

• Print the “What Happens Next Pictures” Activity Pages and cut apart; one set for each small 
group 

• Optional: Find some “extreme adventure” videos and some “fail” videos to show the kids. 
(Make sure to pre-screen them to ensure there’s nothing inappropriate in them!) These need 
to be videos where you can pause them at a certain point and kids can guess what will 
happen next. As always, make sure you have obtained proper permission to use any video 
you find on the Internet. 

 
 
 
 
1. Early Arriver Idea 
What You Need: color sheets 
 
What You Do: 

• Welcome kids as they arrive. 

• Guide kids to sit in a circle. 

• Instruct one kid to start a random story by saying the first sentence. (It can be a story about 
anything, as long as it’s appropriate!) 

• Tell the kid to his left to say the next sentence of the story.  
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• Continue in this way until time runs out or the story devolves fully into nonsense. If it’s the latter, 
start a new story. 

• Before moving on, point out that even though everyone got to come up with a part of the story, 
no one knew what would happen next.  

 
 
 
2. What Happens Next? 
What You Need: “What Happens Next Pictures” Activity Pages, videos (optional) 
 
What You Do: 

• Make sure the kids can’t see the “after” pictures from each pair. 

• One at a time, show the “before” pictures and let kids take turns guessing what happens next.  

• After kids make their guesses, show them “what happens next” in the “after” picture. 

• Optional: Show the videos. Pause them right at the climax of the stunt or action, and let kids 
guess what will happen next. Will they succeed, or will they fail? 

 
What You Say: 
“In these situations, sometimes you guessed right about what would happen next, and sometimes you 
didn’t. But truly, nobody REALLY knew what would happen next until I actually happened. [Transition] 
Let’s go to Large Group, where we’ll hear more about what to do when you don’t know what will 
happen next.” 
 
Lead your group to the Large Group area. 
 
 

  

 
Engage the Heart (Large Group, 35 minutes) 

PREVIEW 

Power Up is designed to engage children in worship in a large group setting. Music, prayer, and an 
innovative approach to the Bible story are always a part of this interactive time.  
 
 

 

Make the Connection (Small Groups, 25 minutes) 
 

PREVIEW 

Catch On is designed to help kids understand how the day’s topic applies to them. They’ll discuss real-
life experiences, interact with a close-knit group of peers, and participate in a variety of activities that 
appeal to different learning styles. Life-application and memory-verse activities, as well as prayer, are 
always a part of this hands-on time. 
 

Catch On: Make the Connection (Small Groups, 25-30 minutes) 
Make the connection of how today’s Bible story applies to real life experiences through interactive 
activities and discussion questions.  
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2nd–3rd Grade 
GET READY 
1. Baby Moses in a Cup 
What You Need: “Baby Moses Cutouts” (Activity Page); scissors (optional); markers; cups; small 
objects to use as weights; plastic tubs filled with water; paper towels; plastic tablecloth(s) 
 
What You Do: 

• Give each kid a baby Moses cutout/doll and a cup, and set out the scissors and markers. 

• Tell kids to cut out and color their baby Moses cutouts/dolls. 

• While they decorate, set out the tubs of water on top of the plastic tablecloth(s). 

• Instruct kids to carefully set their cup on top of the water and then add weights to it until it sits as 
low in the water as possible without sinking.  

o If using plastic dolls, kids can go ahead and add baby Moses to the basket during this 
step.  

o If using paper cutouts, these should not be added to the cups until it’s time to retell the 
story. 

• Tell kids to take their cups out of the water but leave the weights in them. 

• Encourage kids to retell the Bible story and use their baskets and baby Moses cutouts/dolls to 
help re-enact it.  

• Let kids guide the re-telling if possible. Or read Exodus 2:1-10 as kids use their props to act out 
the story. 

 
What You Say: 
“Moses’ mom and sister had no clue what would happen next when they put Moses in the basket in the 
river OR when Pharaoh’s daughter found him. Do you think Moses’ sister and mom were scared? 
(Pause.) Would you have been scared? (Pause.) The storyteller in the Bible doesn’t say if Moses’ 
family was scared, but they almost surely were. But they did what they needed to do even in the face of 
fear. They didn’t let fear get the better of them. God was with them, and He’s with us, too. You might be 
scared sometimes when life is uncertain, but [Bottom Line] you can do what you should, even 
when you don’t know what will happen next.”  
 
 
 
* 2. What’s Next Comic Strips 
What You Need: “What’s Next Comic Strips” Activity Pages, colored pencils 
 
What You Do: 

• Give each kid an Activity Page. Set out the colored pencils. 

• Tell kids that there are three comic strips on this page. Two have been started for them, and the 
third will be completely up to them. 

• Explain that each of the three comic strips is/should be about a scenario where someone starts 
out being afraid of what might happen next.  

o The first scene shows the situation with the kid who’s afraid.  
o The second scene will show what they do to help them face that fear.  
o The third scene will be the result, or what happens next. 

• Tell kids to look at the first already-drawn scene. Ask what the kids think she might be doing. 
Various responses are fine: she’s about to give a speech, sing, introduce someone, etc. 

• Then ask them to think about what she might do to help give her the strength to do what she 
should, such as: pray, think of a verse of Scripture, remember that God is with her. They should 
draw that thing in the second scene. 

http://www.252basics.org/


252Basics, 2nd – 3rd  Grade  October 6, 2019 

CURRICULUM MATERIALS FOR K-5TH GRADES * © 2004 252Basics. All rights reserved. * www.252basics.org 4  

• Instruct kids to then draw what’s next in the third scene: the girl singing, speaking with a smile, 
etc. 

• Repeat the process for the second comic strip. 

• For the third strip, ask kids to think about a scenario they might be facing or have faced in the 
past where they were uncertain or afraid about how something might turn out.  

• Tell them to draw all three scenes of that scenario. 
 
What You Say: 
“There are a lot of times in life when things are uncertain and we might be afraid because we don’t 
know what will happen next or how things will turn out. This could be things like (mention some of the 
things kids drew). [Make It Personal] (Share your own story of a time when you did what you 
should even when you didn’t know how things would turn out. Be sure to tell kids what it felt 
like to be scared or nervous but to do what you knew you should anyway.) What we need to 
remember is that God is always with us, and HE always knows what will happen next. And you know 
what? What happens next won’t always be good. But even so, God is ALWAYS with us during 
whatever is happening, and He will help us. Because of that, [Bottom Line] you can do what you 
should, even when you don’t know what will happen next.” 
 
 
 
3. Juggle the Verse 
What You Need: Bibles, small wiffle balls, painters tape, fine-tipped permanent markers, zip-top 
baggies 
 
What You Do: 

• Instruct kids to look up Joshua 1:9a in their Bibles, using the following tips: 
 
Finding verses with 2nd and 3rd graders: Guide them to open their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. 
(Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show the kids what the page looks like.) When the kids find the 
table of contents, lead them to find Joshua in the list under “Old Testament.” When the kids find Joshua, lead them to 
look at the page number beside the word. Explain that the number tells them on what page they can find Joshua. 
Help the kids find the page. When they find Joshua, explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter 
numbers. Help them find chapter 1. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers. Help them find verse 9 in 
chapter 1.  

 

• Give each kid three wiffle balls, painter tape, and a marker. (Remind kids to be careful when 
using permanent markers. You may need to revoke permanent marker “privileges,” based on 
how they handle them!) 

• Tell kids to place a small piece of tape on each wiffle ball, and write the first sentence of the 
verse. Two balls will have one word, and the other will have two. They can divide it however 
they wish. 

• Show kids how to juggle one ball. You can show them yourself and/or show them a tutorial 
video. (As always, make sure you have proper permission to show any video, and preview the 
video to make sure there’s no inappropriate words or music.) 

• Allow kids to attempt to juggle one ball. 

• Repeat the process with juggling two and then three balls. It is highly unlikely that anyone will be 
able to successfully do it, but it will be fun to try! 

• Encourage kids to say the words of the verse as they juggle. 

• Instruct kids to put their balls into a baggie. 
 
What You Say: 
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“That was so much fun! Juggling isn’t easy, but you were starting to get the hang of it! I want you to 
take these balls home and practice some more. And while you’re practicing, make sure to say the 
verse! Remembering that God wants you to be strong and brave is much more important than learning 
how to juggle. And when you’re strong and brave, [Bottom Line] you can do what you should, even 
when you don’t know what will happen next.” 
 

 
 
Pray and Dismiss 
What You Need: Kids’ wiffle balls from the “Juggle the Verse” activity OR Bibles 
 
What You Do:  

• Give kids their wiffle balls (or the Bibles), and tell them to set the balls in verse order in front of 
them (or open their Bibles to Joshua 1:9b and look at the first sentence of the memory verse). 

• Tell kids to use the verse to pray and ask God to help them be strong and brave/courageous. 

• Give them a short time to silently pray, and then close with the prayer below. 
 
What You Say: 
“Dear God, we praise You for Your strength and courage. Please help us to be strong and courageous 
as well. We know that sometimes we’ll face situations where we don’t know what will happen next, and 
that can often be scary or make us anxious. Give us the strength and courage to do what we should, 
even when we don’t know what will happen next. In Jesus’ name, amen.” 
 
 
As adults arrive to pick up, tell them to ask kids about the comic strips they drew today. 
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Ready or Not 
 

Bible Story: Ready or Not (Moses and the Burning Bush / The 10 Plagues) • Exodus 3–6:12, 
7–12:42 

Bottom Line: You can do what you should, even when you don't feel ready. 
Memory Verse: Be strong and brave. Do not be afraid. Do not lose hope. I am the LORD your 
God. I will be with you everywhere you go. Joshua 1:9b (NIrV) 
Life App: Courage—Being brave enough to do what you should do, even when you’re afraid 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what. 

 
 

 
 

 

Focus the Energy (Small Groups, 10-15 minutes) 
 

PREVIEW 
Plug In is designed to introduce children to the day’s topic in a setting that gives them individualized 
attention from their Leader and plenty of interaction with a small group of peers. 

2nd–3rd Grade 

GET READY 
1. Early Arriver 

• Color sheets 

• White board 

• Dry-erase marker 
2. Back-to-Back 

• Paper 

• Pencils 
 
1. Early Arriver Idea 
What You Need: Color sheets, whiteboard, dry-erase marker 
 
What You Do: 

• Welcome kids as they arrive, and show them where to place their offerings. 

• Set out the whiteboard and marker. 

• Tell kids to work together to write lists of 10 things. They can come up with their own categories, 
and/or they can use some of the following: 

o 10 foods that start with the letter B 
o 10 songs with the word “love” in them 
o The 10 Commandments 
o 10 action verbs 
o 10 names that start with the letter S 
o 10 towns or cities in your general area 
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2. Back-to-Back 
What You Need: Paper, pencils 
What You Do: 

• Tell kids that you’re going to tell them to do a series of things back to back, and as soon as you 
tell them to do something, they need to start doing it. 

• Do several series of actions.  
o Feel free to pick and choose which series you want to do.  
o Also feel free to make up some of your own, based on your knowledge of your kids.  
o The trick is that you will need to tell kids to do the next thing in the series before they’re 

finished with the current thing. (The point is that they won’t feel ready to do the next 
thing, which ties in with today’s Bottom Line.) 

• Suggested series: 
o Series One: 

▪ Do 10 push-ups. 
▪ Say the Pledge of Allegiance. 
▪ Leap as high as you can 12 times. 
▪ Shake everyone else’s hand. 
▪ Sit in a circle in order of your birthdays. 

o Series Two: 
▪ Sing the alphabet song. 
▪ Write a list of everything you did before coming to church today. 
▪ Count by 10s from 10 to 200. 
▪ Draw a picture of your pet (or a pet you’d like to have). 
▪ Do your favorite dance move. 

o Series Three: 
▪ Line up in alphabetical order by first names. 
▪ Line up in alphabetical order by last names. 
▪ Do the Hokey Pokey. 
▪ Sing “The Itsy-Bitsy Spider” with motions. 
Note: This series isn’t one where you need to start the next thing before the current 
one is finished. It’ll be hard enough to be ready to do the next thing even after they 
completely finish the current thing! 

 
What You Say: 
“Whoa! That was pretty crazy! And a lot of the time, you weren’t ready for what came next, were you? 
[Transition] Let’s go to Large Group, where we’ll hear about someone else who didn’t feel ready 
to do the next thing.” 
 
Lead your group to the Large Group area. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
Engage the Heart (Large Group, 35 minutes) 
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PREVIEW 

Power Up is designed to engage children in worship in a large group setting. Music, prayer, and an 
innovative approach to the Bible story are always a part of this interactive time.  
 

 

Make the Connection (Small Groups, 25 minutes) 
 

PREVIEW 

Catch On is designed to help kids understand how the day’s topic applies to them. They’ll discuss real-
life experiences, interact with a close-knit group of peers, and participate in a variety of activities that 
appeal to different learning styles. Life-application and memory-verse activities, as well as prayer, are 
always a part of this hands-on time. 
 

Catch On: Make the Connection (Small Groups, 25-30 minutes) 
Make the connection of how today’s Bible story applies to real life experiences through interactive 
activities and discussion questions.  
 
2nd–3rd Grade 
GET READY 
1. Story Song 

• Print the “Story Song Strips” Activity Page and cut apart; one set for each small group 
* 2. Old Brave 

• Print the “Old Brave” Activity Pages on cardstock and cut apart; four copies of the picture card 
pages and two copies of the “Be Strong and Brave” card pages for every five or six kids 

3. Mixed-Up Relay 

• Bibles 

• 16 pieces of paper 

• Markers 
4. Pray and Dismiss 

• No supplies needed 
 
 
1. Story Song 
What You Need: “Story Song Strips” (Activity Page) 
 
What You Do: 

• Set out the “Story Song Strips” in a random order. 

• Explain that today’s Bible story has been turned into a song. 

• Tell kids to work together to put the song lyrics in order. 
 
There was a man who fled from Egypt 
And took care of she-eep 
M-O-S-E-S, M-O-S-E-S, M-O-S-E-S 
And Moses was his name-O 
 
Moses saw a burning bush 
And God spoke to him through it 
“Go to Pha-a-roah, go to Pha-a-roah, go to Pha-a-roah” 
“And save my people from him” 
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Moses didn’t want to go 
And face the powerful leader 
But he trusted God, but he trusted God, but he trusted God 
And took his brother with him 
 
Pharaoh wouldn’t let them go 
So God sent many pla-agues 
Blood, frogs, gnats, and hail; blood, frogs, gnats, and hail; blood, frogs, gnats, and hail 
But Pharaoh still said, “NO-O!” 
 
After one last plague of death 
Pharaoh finally said, “GO!” 
“Get on out of here! Get on out of here! Get on out of here!” 
The Israelites were free-ee! 

 

• See if kids can figure out which familiar song tune this song is set to (“B-I-N-G-O”). 

• Once the lyrics are in order, tell kids their task is to perform this song for you (or for other small 
groups or age groups, if you wish). 

• Tell them it’s up to them how they choose to sing it.  
o They can all sing all lines.  
o They can divide into five groups, and each group can sing a verse.  
o Three people can sing each line together.  
o They can do a combination of those or other ideas. Leave it up to them to decide how 

they’d like to do it.  
 
What You Say: 
“You all did such a great job performing today’s Bible story song! It was quite the story, wasn’t it? So 
much crazy stuff happened. But it was all true! There’s no doubt Moses wasn’t ready for it, and the rest 
of the Israelites probably weren’t ready for what happened either. But even though Moses didn’t think 
he was ready for the responsibility, he still trusted God and did what needed to be done. He did what he 
should, even when he didn’t feel ready, and [Bottom Line] YOU can do what YOU should, even 
when you don’t feel ready. God will be with you, just as He was with Moses.” 
 
 
* 2. Old Brave 
What You Need: “Old Brave Cards” (Activity Pages) 
 
What You Do: 

• Divide kids up into groups of five or six. 

• Give each group a complete set of cards. 

• Tell kids that this game is called “Old Brave,” which is played similarly to “Old Maid.” 

• Game instructions: 
o Shuffle the cards and deal them out until they’re all gone. 
o The kid whose first name comes last alphabetically goes first. 
o The first kid takes one card from the kid to his right. The kid to his left takes one card 

from him. The kid to that kid’s left takes one card from him, and so on. 
o A set equals two matching picture cards AND a “Be Strong and Brave” card. Kids can 

lay down sets only on their turn. 
o When a kid gets down to only one or two cards in his hand, he can no longer draw any 

cards from another player, but someone can draw from him. 
o When a kid no longer has any cards in his hand, he is done playing. 
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o The game is over when all cards have been laid down in a set. 

• When the game is over, ask kids to take a look at each of the picture cards.  

• Discuss what might be happening in each card and what the kids might be thinking as they’re 
getting ready to do their activity.  

 
What You Say: 
(Hold up a “Be Strong and Brave” card.) “In the game, in order to get a complete set, you had to have 
one of these ‘Be Strong and Brave’ cards along with a picture card. That’s because whenever we’re 
faced with situations like the ones in the picture, sometimes we don’t feel ready. But even so, we can 
be strong and brave when we remember that God is always with us. [Bottom Line] You can do what 
you should even when you don’t feel ready.” 
 
[Make It Personal] (Tell kids about a time you didn’t feel ready for some new responsibility God 
gave you—like when you first became a Small Group Leader, when you got a promotion at your 
job, when you were asked to lead a group at school or work, or when you became a parent. 
Explain how you felt at the time, and tell what you did to rely on God to help you even when you 
didn’t feel ready.) 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Mixed-Up Relay 
What You Need: Paper, markers, Bibles 
 
What You Do: 

• Tell kids to look up Joshua 1:9b. Read it aloud together. 

• Divide kids into two teams. 

• Give each team eight pieces of paper and some markers. 

• Tell teams to divide up the verse into eight phrases and write each phrase on a piece of paper. 
(Each team can divide the verse up however they wish. It works best if each team does it 
differently.) 

• Collect each team’s papers, and mix each set up (but keep the sets separate). 

• Tell teams to line up at one end of your space. 

• Place the sets of verse pages upside down at the opposite end of your space, but mix them up 
so that teams will be relaying to get the OTHER team’s set of pages (but don’t tell kids you’re 
doing this). 

• Instruct kids to relay to collect the pages and then put them in order. 

• The first team to finish is the winner. 
 
What You Say: 
“You might not have realized at first that I mixed up the sets of verse pages, but I bet you figured it out 
when you started putting them in order and the phrases were divided up differently than the way you 
had done it. That made it a bit more difficult to put it in order, because you weren’t expecting it. In life, 
we don’t always expect what happens, and we don’t feel ready to deal with what might come. But God 
can give us the strength and courage to do what we need to do. [Bottom Line] You can do what you 
should, even when you don’t feel ready, because God is always with you.” 
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Pray and Dismiss 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do:  

• Ask kids to pair up. 

• Tell kids to pray for their partners. 
o If they want to share a prayer request with their partners—like something they don’t feel 

ready for—they may do so, but it’s not required. 

• Give kids some time to pray for each other.  

• Tell kids they may pray aloud or silently.  

• Close with a prayer like the one below. 
 
What You Say: 
“Dear Lord, thank You for being YOU no matter what we’re going through. You are always strong, 
always safe, and always there for us. You know what will happen even when we don’t. You’re ready for 
anything even when we’re not. Help us to trust in You when we don’t feel ready for what you have 
planned for us. We ask this in Jesus’ name, amen.” 
 
 
As adults arrive to pick up, tell them to ask kids about the “Old Brave” card game they played today. 
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Break on Through 
 

Bible Story: Break on Through (Israel Goes Through the Red Sea) • Exodus 13:17–14:31 

Bottom Line: You can do what you should, even when things seem impossible. 
Memory Verse: Be strong and brave. Do not be afraid. Do not lose hope. I am the LORD your 
God. I will be with you everywhere you go. Joshua 1:9b (NIrV) 
Life App: Courage—Being brave enough to do what you should do, even when you’re afraid 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what. 

 
 

 
 

 

Focus the Energy (Small Groups, 10-15 minutes) 
 

PREVIEW 
Plug In is designed to introduce children to the day’s topic in a setting that gives them individualized 
attention from their Leader and plenty of interaction with a small group of peers. 

2nd–3rd Grade 

GET READY 
1. Early Arriver 

• Color Sheets 
2. True or False Stories 

• Print the “True or False Stories” Activity Page; one for each small group 

• Bibles 
 
1. Early Arriver Idea 
What You Need: Color sheets 
 
What You Do: 

• Welcome kids as they arrive 

• Challenge kids to do impossible or near-impossible tasks, such as: 
o Lick your elbow. 
o Touch your nose with your tongue. 
o Talk while breathing in through your nose. 
o Wiggle your ears. 
o Tickle yourself. 
o Place your hand palm-down on a flat surface. Curl your middle finger under your hand, 

with the other fingers out straight. Try to pick up the end of your ring finger while keeping 
all the other fingers in place. 

o Raise just one eyebrow. 
o Pat your head while rubbing your belly. 
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2. True or False Stories 
What You Need: “True or False Stories” Activity Page, Bibles 
 
What You Do: 

• Read the first story from the Activity Page. 

• Allow time for kids to react and respond before revealing whether it was true or false. 

• Continue with the rest of the stories. 

• Two of the stories are from the Bible. If kids show interest in these stories, and you have time, 
allow kids to look them up and read them for themselves. 

 
What You Say: 
“Those were some crazy stories that seemed impossible, but they were all true. Well, all but the one 
that was almost true! I kind of tricked you on that one. [Transition] Let’s go to Large Group where 
we’ll hear another story that will almost seem impossible.” 
 
Lead your group to the Large Group area. 
 
 

  

 
Engage the Heart (Large Group, 35 minutes) 

PREVIEW 

Power Up is designed to engage children in worship in a large group setting. Music, prayer, and an 
innovative approach to the Bible story are always a part of this interactive time.  
 

 

Make the Connection (Small Groups, 25 minutes) 
 

PREVIEW 

Catch On is designed to help kids understand how the day’s topic applies to them. They’ll discuss real-
life experiences, interact with a close-knit group of peers, and participate in a variety of activities that 
appeal to different learning styles. Life-application and memory-verse activities, as well as prayer, are 
always a part of this hands-on time. 
 

Catch On: Make the Connection (Small Groups, 25-30 minutes) 
Make the connection of how today’s Bible story applies to real life experiences through interactive 
activities and discussion questions.  
 
2nd–3rd Grade 
GET READY 
1. Red Sea Coasters 

• provide an approximately four-inch square piece of thick cardstock for each kid. 

• Permanent markers or paint pens 

• Optional: The Prince of Egypt movie (1998) cued to the “Red Sea” scene. As always, make 
sure you obtain proper permission to show any copyrighted work in your environment.  
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* 2. Impossible Experiments 

• Potatoes; one for every three or four kids 

• Drinking straws; one for every kid plus several extras 

• Sturdy, clear plastic cups; one for every one to three kids 

• Four-inch cardboard squares; one for every cup 

• Large pitcher of water 

• Plastic tub 

• Paper towels 
3. Pin the Word on the Verse  

• Print the “Memory Verse Phrase” Activity Pages and cut apart; one set for each small group 

• Tape 

• Blindfolds 

• Bible 
4. Pray and Dismiss 

• Paper 

• Pencils 
 
 
 
 
 
1. Red Sea Coasters 
What You Need: Cork coasters (or cardstock squares); permanent markers or paint pens; The Prince 
of Egypt movie (optional) 
 
What You Do: 

• Give each kid a coaster, and set out the markers or paint pens. 

• Invite kids to create the Red Sea scene on their coaster.  

• Encourage them to think about things like how high they think the water went up when the sea 
was divided, what types of creatures lived in the sea, what the sea bed looked like, and so on. 

• If you have The Prince of Egypt, show the “Red Sea” scene clip. 

• While kids work on their coasters, ask them to re-tell the entire story they heard today in Large 
Group. 

 
What You Say: 
“That was quite a story! Can you even imagine what it would have been like for the Egyptians? First, 
they thought they were stuck with no way to escape from the Egyptians. That had to have been SO 
scary. But God protected them, and then He did something even more amazing. Just think about what 
it would have felt like for the Israelites when the sea parted, when they walked down into it with water 
standing on both sides of them, and when they finally made it across and the water swept back down 
onto the Egyptians. It had to have been both terrifying and awe inspiring.  
 
“They had been in what would have seemed like an impossible situation, but our God makes 
impossible things possible! In today’s story, Moses did what He should when things seemed 
impossible, and [Bottom Line] you can do what you should, even when things seem impossible, 
too! Take your coaster home with you and use it every day. It will be a reminder to you that God can do 
the impossible, and He can help you do what you should even when things seem impossible.” 
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* 2. Impossible Experiments 
What You Need: Potatoes, straws, plastic cups, cardboard squares, pitcher of water, plastic tub, paper 
towels 
 
What You Do: 

• Show kids how to do two “impossible” science experiments. First, show them how to do it, and 
then let them use the supplies to try the experiment themselves. 

• Experiment One: Straw Through Potato 
o Inform kids that you are going to push a straw through a potato. 
o Place one end of a straw against a potato, and tightly cover the other end with a finger. 
o Carefully push the straw so it goes through the potato, being careful not to bend or break 

the straw. 
o The straw should go all the way through the potato. 
o How does it work? The air trapped inside the straw creates enough strength for the 

straw/air to push through the potato.  

• Experiment Two: Water Defies Gravity 
o Tell kids you are going to make water defy gravity. 
o Fill a cup 2/3 full of water. 
o Place a cardboard square on top of the water. 
o Flip the cup upside down while keeping the cardboard firmly against the cup’s opening. 

Note: Make sure to hold it over the plastic tub during this step just in case the 
experiment fails. 

o Let go of the cardboard. 
o The cardboard should stay in place even when you’re not holding it. 
o How does it work? The cardboard blocks air flow into the cup. With the water inside the 

cup, the air pressure is lower inside the cup than outside the cup. That greater outside 
air pressure keeps the cardboard pressed against the cup. 

 
What You Say: 
“Those experiments seemed impossible at first, didn’t they? But they weren’t! There are scientific laws 
that made seemingly impossible things possible. I know something—or someone—else that can make 
the impossible possible: God! Yes! God is all-powerful. He can make anything happen that He wants to 
happen—even if that thing seems absolutely impossible to us. [Bottom Line] You can do what you 
should, even when things seem impossible, because God gives you the strength and courage You 
need. And even if that thing truly IS impossible for us, He can make it impossible. It might not be 
something as big and exciting as parting the Red Sea for the Israelites, but impossible things come in 
all shapes and sizes. We just need to remember that our God is the God of the impossible!” 
 
[Make It Personal] (Tell kids about a time you did what you should even when things seemed 
impossible. Maybe you studied hard for a test, even though it was your worst subject and you 
were already not doing well. Or maybe you helped a friend with something that was way outside 
your comfort zone.) 
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3. Memory Verse Phrases 
What You Need: Bible, “Memory Verse Phrases” (Activity Page), tape, blindfolds 
 
What You Do: 

• Ask a kid to look up Joshua 1:9b and read it aloud. 

• Tell kids their task will be to tape the verse phrases in order on the wall in a certain area. 
Note: If you don’t have a wall, kids can place the phrases in order on the floor. 

• Explain that they will have to do it while blindfolded. 

• Blindfold one kid and give him a random phrase (not the first one). Stick a loop of tape on the 
back of the phrase. 

• Spin him around so he faces away from the wall. 

• Tell the other kids to direct him toward the wall (by giving only audio cues; not physically 
directing him) so he can stick his phrase up. 

• Then blindfold another kid and give him a phrase with a tape loop. 

• Spin him around, and tell the other kids to direct him to the wall so he can stick his phrase up.  
o This will be a little trickier, because they will need to figure out where his phrase will fit in 

the overall verse, so it will need to be spaced out correctly. 

• Repeat for the rest of the phrases, until the entire verse is taped up in order. 

• If kids get stumped at any point on where a phrase should go, allow them 20 seconds to look up 
the verse again. 

 
What You Say: 
“There were times during that activity when you probably thought it was almost going to be impossible 
to get the entire verse up on the wall in the right order. But you did it! There will be times in life when 
things will seem MUCH more impossible than this activity. Hard, impossible-seeming things happen all 
the time, and it often doesn’t look like there’s a way to deal with it. But God always has a plan to either 
get us past hard times or help us deal with situations that just won’t go away. [Bottom Line] You can 
do what you should, even when things seem impossible, because God is always with you, and He 
is the God of the impossible!” 
 
 
 

Pray and Dismiss 
What You Need: Paper, pencils 
 
What You Do:  

• Give each kid a piece of paper and a pencil. 

• Encourage kids to each write a prayer asking God to help them have courage even when things 
seem impossible. This can be a general prayer or, if they have a specific situation they’re 
currently dealing with that seems impossible, they can make it a specific prayer. 

• Close with the prayer below. 
 
What You Say: 
“Dear God, we know that You are the God of the impossible, which is so comforting, because we often 
face things in our lives that seem impossible. But we know that all things are possible if they are Your 
will. Help us to have courage when things seem impossible and to remember that You can do anything 
You want to do, and You will be with us and help us do everything You want us to do. In Jesus’ name, 
amen.” 
 
As adults arrive to pick up, tell them to ask kids about the experiments they did today. 
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The Stand 

 
Bible Story: The Stand (Twelve Men Check Out the Land of Canaan) • Numbers 13–14 

Bottom Line: You can do what you should, even when others are afraid. 
Memory Verse: Be strong and brave. Do not be afraid. Do not lose hope. I am the LORD your 
God. I will be with you everywhere you go. Joshua 1:9b (NIrV) 
Life App: Courage—Being brave enough to do what you should do, even when you’re afraid 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what. 

 
 

 
 

 

Focus the Energy (Small Groups, 10-15 minutes) 
 

PREVIEW 
Plug In is designed to introduce children to the day’s topic in a setting that gives them individualized 
attention from their Leader and plenty of interaction with a small group of peers. 

2nd–3rd Grade 

GET READY 
1. Excuses, Excuses 

• Bibles 
2. Courageous Interviews 

• Print the “Interviews” Activity Pages; four or five copies of each page for each small group 

• Pencils 
3. Verse Dice 

• Print the “Dice Template” on cardstock; one for each kid 

• Bibles 

• Markers 

• Scissors 

• Tape or glue 
Prayer 

• Bibles 
 
 
1. Laser Maze 
What You Need: Prepared laser maze 
 
What You Do: 

• Challenge the kids to pretend they’re spies trying to sneak into a secure space and move 
through the maze without “setting off the alarm” (touching the crepe paper). (Note: If your crepe 
paper is on the floor, the goal is the same—walk through it without stepping on the crepe 
paper.) 

• If you want (and if you think your kids can handle it), a Small Group Leader can act as the alarm 
and make a hilarious noise whenever a kid touches the crepe paper. 
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2. Mural 
What You Need: color sheets, butcher paper, markers 
 
What You Do: 

• Lay out the butcher paper and markers. 

• Instruct kids to draw pictures of things they or other kids their age might be afraid of doing. 

• Encourage kids to share their thoughts as they draw. 
 
What You Say: 
[Transition] “In today’s story, we’re going to hear about some spies who were afraid. Let’s go to 
Large Group and find out what it was all about.” 
 
Lead your group to the Large Group area. 
 

  

 
Engage the Heart (Large Group, 35 minutes) 

PREVIEW 

Power Up is designed to engage children in worship in a large group setting. Music, prayer, and an 
innovative approach to the Bible story are always a part of this interactive time.  
 

 

Make the Connection (Small Groups, 25 minutes) 
 

PREVIEW 

Catch On is designed to help kids understand how the day’s topic applies to them. They’ll discuss real-
life experiences, interact with a close-knit group of peers, and participate in a variety of activities that 
appeal to different learning styles. Life-application and memory-verse activities, as well as prayer, are 
always a part of this hands-on time. 
 

Catch On: Make the Connection (Small Groups, 25-30 minutes) 
Make the connection of how today’s Bible story applies to real life experiences through interactive 
activities and discussion questions.  
 
2nd–3rd Grade 
GET READY 
1. Excuses, Excuses 

• Bibles 
2. Courageous Interviews 

• Print the “Interviews” Activity Pages; four or five copies of each page for each small group 

• Pencils 
3. Verse Dice 

• Print the “Dice Template” on cardstock; one for each kid 

• Bibles 

• Markers 

• Scissors 
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• Tape or glue 
Prayer 

• Bibles 
 
 
 
 
1. Excuses, Excuses 
What You Need: Bibles 
 
What You Do: 

• Tell kids they’re going to be re-enacting today’s Bible story. 

• Let them assign the parts: Moses, Joshua, Caleb, other spies, other Israelites.  

• Instruct them to each think about what they will need to do and say as they re-tell and re-enact 
the story. They can use the Bibles if they want or need to. 

• Encourage the kids playing the “other spies” to think of even more excuses to not try to conquer 
the Promised Land, in addition to what’s in the Bible.  

• Challenge them to be very creative but also try to stick with what would have been realistic at 
the time. The other kids can help them come up with ideas. 

• When they’re done preparing, let them perform their re-enactment. 
 
What You Say: 
“Great job! I like the way you all really thought through all the excuses the spies could have made to not 
enter the Promised Land. We often do that, too. We come up with all kinds of excuses to not do what 
we should when we’re afraid. And even if we don’t think of excuses, sometimes the people around us 
do, like what happened to Joshua and Caleb. But even in those times, we can choose to overcome our 
fear and others’ fear and do what we should—what we know God wants us to do. When you know that 
God wants you to do something and that He’ll be with you as you do it, [Bottom Line] you can do 
what you should, even when others are afraid.”  
 
[Make It Personal] (Tell kids about a time when you did what you should even when others were 
afraid. Maybe it was a situation when you were a kid. Maybe it was something at work. Maybe it 
was something your family was facing. Make sure it’s relevant to the kids, and keep it 
appropriate for their age group.) 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Courageous Interviews 
What You Need: “Interviews” Activity Pages, pencils 
 
What You Do: 

• Divide kids into two groups 

• Set out the pencils, and give each group all copies of one of the “Interviews” Activity Pages. 

• Explain that each group will be conducting an interview within the group. 

• Tell groups to each choose someone to be the interviewer and someone to play the role of a 
courageous kid who wants to do the thing in the scenario.  

o The other kids will play the roles of scared kids who don’t want to do the thing and will 
come up with all kinds of excuses not to do it, like the 10 spies did in today’s Bible story. 
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• Give kids plenty of time to prepare for their interviews.  
o They can write answers, notes, etc. on their papers.  
o Let kids know they can all help each other with their responses while they’re preparing—

even for roles they won’t be playing. 

• Allow each group to present their interview to the other group. Encourage them to ham it up and 
have fun with this.  

 
What You Say: 
“Both groups came up with what seemed to be some good reasons to not do what you should. But the 
courageous kid in each group presented some better reasons TO do it. When it comes to anything you 
know you should do, but you or others are scared to do it, you can remember that God is always with 
You. And if He wants you to do something, He’ll give you the strength and courage to do it. [Bottom 
Line] You can do what you should, even when others are afraid and they choose not to do it. But 
you can also help them see that it’s the right thing to do, and you can encourage them to trust God to 
help them do it. Sometimes that takes courage, too, but it’s worth it!”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Verse Dice  
What You Need: “Dice Template” Activity Pages; Bibles; markers; scissors; tape or glue 
 
What You Do: 

• Ask kids to look up Joshua 1:9b in the Bibles. 

• Give each kid an Activity Page, and set out the markers. 

• Tell kids to write one sentence/phrase of the verse in each of five of the squares on their Activity 
page. They should write the verse reference in the sixth square. 

• Instruct kids to cut out the templates ONLY along the outside lines. 

• Show kids how to fold along the lines and tuck in the tabs to create a cube/die.  

• Assist them in taping or gluing the tabs in place. 

• When everyone is finished, play a game with the dice: 
o Instruct kids to sit together in a circle. 
o Let one or two volunteers (depending on the number of kids in your group) sit in the 

middle. 
o One kid from the circle goes first and tosses his die into the center of the circle.  
o The next kid quickly does the same thing with her die, and so on around the circle. 
o The kid(s) in the middle must keep the dice on whatever phrase they land on, while 

scrambling to put them all in order. 
o If they end up with multiples of the same phrases, they must use those to make a 

duplicate line of verse dice. 
o They may end up with a full verse, and they may not!  
o When all dice are in the center of the circle, lead the group to say the phrases in order of 

the dice. Challenge them to fill in any missing words or phrases. 
 
What You Say: 
“Take a look in your Bibles at Joshua 1:9 again. Look at the first sentence, or what we would call 
Joshua 1:9a. It’s the sentence before what we’re using as our memory verse. What does it tell us? 
(Pause.) Yes! That the rest of the verse is a command from God. This isn’t just something I’m asking 
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you to do or your parents are asking you to do or our pastor is asking you to do. This is what God 
commands you to do! And what He COMMANDS us to do, He gives us the power to do. Isn’t that 
awesome? Don’t get me wrong. It’s still not always easy, but it IS possible.  
 
[Bottom Line] “You can do what you should even when others are afraid, even when you don’t 
know what will happen next, even when you don’t feel ready, or even when things seem impossible. 
When you find yourself hesitating to do what you should, you can take this die and roll it. No matter 
what comes up on top, it will be something that will help remind you to be strong, be courageous, and 
remember that God is with you wherever you go!” 
 

 
 
 
 
Pray and Dismiss 
What You Need: Bibles 
 
What You Do:  

• Tell kids to look up Joshua 1:9b one last time. 

• Encourage kids to use the words of the verse to pray a silent prayer. 

• After you have given them some time to pray individually, close with the prayer below. 
 
What You Say: 
“God, we thank You for being so awesome and strong and courageous. We know You command us to 
also be strong and courageous. Help us to do that when things are tough, when we don’t know what 
will happen next, and when things seem impossible. We know that You’ll be with us wherever we go, 
and that is AMAZING! In Jesus’ name, amen.” 
 
 
As adults arrive to pick up, tell them to ask kids about the interviews they did in Small Group today. 
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