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Runnin’ Down a Dream 
 

Bible Story: Runnin’ Down a Dream (Great Commission and Spread of the Gospel) • Matthew 
28:16-20; Acts 1–2 
Bottom Line: Keep going because God is with you. 
Memory Verse: But those who trust in the LORD will receive new strength. They will fly as high 
as eagles. They will run and not get tired. They will walk and not grow weak. Isaiah 40:31 (NIrV) 
Life App: Perseverance—Refusing to give up when life gets hard 
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what. 

 
 

 
 

 

Focus the Energy (Small Groups, 10-15 minutes) 
 

PREVIEW 
Plug In is designed to introduce children to the day’s topic in a setting that gives them individualized 
attention from their Leader and plenty of interaction with a small group of peers. 

2nd–3rd Grade 

GET READY 
Early Arriver 

• Color sheets 

• A world map or globe; or a tablet or computer with access to the internet 
Many Languages 

• Print the “Many Languages” Activity Page; one for each kid 

• Optional: Device(s) with language translation app 
 
 
 
 
1. Early Arriver Idea 
What You Need: color sheets, world map or globe (or tablet or computer) 
 
What You Do: 

• Spread out the world map or set out the globe. Or launch Google maps on a tablet or computer.  

• Encourage kids to talk about different countries they’ve visited, would like to visit someday, 
and/or know a lot about. 

 
 
 

http://www.252basics.org/


252Basics, 2nd – 3rd  Grade  May 5, 2018 

CURRICULUM MATERIALS FOR K-5TH GRADES * © 2004 252Basics. All rights reserved. * www.252basics.org 2  

2. Many Languages 
What You Need: “Many Languages” Activity Pages, device(s) with translation app (optional) 
 
What You Do: 

• Ask if any kids know another language. If so, encourage them to teach the group a few words. 

• Hand out the Activity Page. 

• Say a few of the words with the kids. 

• Pair kids up and let them each say sentences in English while substituting words from the chart.  

• Encourage the partners to not look at their papers, and guess what the foreign word was. 

• Optional: Let kids look up other words using an app.  

• Collect the Activity Pages to use again later. 
 
What You Say: 
“I always think it’s fun to learn words in different languages. Wouldn’t it be cool if we just automatically 
knew other languages without having to learn them? [Transition] Let’s go to Large Group, where 
we’ll hear about a time that actually happened!” 
 
Lead your group to the Large Group area. 
 
 

  

 
Engage the Heart (Large Group, 35 minutes) 

PREVIEW 

Power Up is designed to engage children in worship in a large group setting. Music, prayer, and an 
innovative approach to the Bible story are always a part of this interactive time.  
 

 

Make the Connection (Small Groups, 25 minutes) 
 

PREVIEW 

Catch On is designed to help kids understand how the day’s topic applies to them. They’ll discuss real-
life experiences, interact with a close-knit group of peers, and participate in a variety of activities that 
appeal to different learning styles. Life-application and memory-verse activities, as well as prayer, are 
always a part of this hands-on time. 
 

Catch On: Make the Connection (Small Groups, 25-30 minutes) 
Make the connection of how today’s Bible story applies to real life experiences through interactive 
activities and discussion questions.  
 
2nd–3rd Grade 
GET READY 
* 1. Spreading Marker 

• Paper towels (needs to be household variety, not the industrial type) 

• Clear containers (such as clear plastic glasses or baby food jars) 
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• Felt-tip water-based markers in multiple colors (permanent markers will not work); non-primary 
colors will make the experiment more interesting 

• A container of water 
2. Keep Going Game 

• Slips of paper; two or three for each kid 

• Pens 

• 20-30 sheets of paper 

• Floor tape 

• Dice or spinner 

• Print the “Keep Going Cards” Activity Page on cardstock and cut apart; one set for each small 
group 

3. Many Languages Verse 

•  “Many Languages” Activity Pages from Social 

• Bibles 
Prayer 

• No supplies needed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* 1. Spreading Marker 
What You Need: Paper towels, clear containers, water, felt-tip water-based markers 
 
What You Do: 

• Give each kid a paper towel. 

• Instruct the kids to fold the towel in half from side to side multiple times until the towel is about 
one inch wide. 

• The kids will use a marker to draw a squiggly line along the paper towel, starting about an inch 
and a half from one end. 

• Give each kid a clear plastic cup with about an inch of water in it. 

• Instruct the kids to stick the blank end of their paper towel into the cup and observe. 

• Ask kids to talk about what’s happening with the marker: it spreads, the colors separate, etc. 
 
What You Say: 
“In our Bible story today, the gospel—the good news about Jesus—spread to many people because the 
disciples shared it. Just like our marker spread out and changed when we put the paper towel in the 
water, our words about Jesus can spread out and change the people around us. [Make It Personal] 
(Tell kids about a time when you told someone about Jesus and it changed their life.) It’s not 
always easy to tell people about Jesus, because we might not know the person well, and we might be 
afraid that they’ll make fun of us or say that what we’re saying isn’t true. But we know it is true and it’s 
the most important thing anyone can hear. You can tell people about Jesus and [Bottom Line] keep 
going because God is with you.”  
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2. Keep Going Game 
What You Need: “Keep Going Cards” Activity Page, slips of paper, pens; 20-30 sheets of paper, floor 
tape, dice or spinner 
 
What You Do: 

• Tape the sheets of paper on the floor in a winding path. This will be your game board. 

• Give each kid two or three slips of paper.  

• Tell them to write down things they or other kids their age do or face that might be 
overwhelming and require perseverance. 

• Provide a few examples, if necessary, such as learning a new sport or musical instrument, 
succeeding in a difficult school subject, adjusting to a move or parents’ divorce, etc. 

• Collect the slips of paper. 

• Instruct the kids to line up at one end of the game board. 

• Tell the first kid to roll the dice or spin the spinner.  

• Then read aloud one of the perseverance situations written by the group (from the slips of paper 
they turned in to you).   

• Let the kid draw a “Keep Going Card,” and tell him to read it aloud and follow the instructions. 

• Continue playing until someone makes it all the way through the board or you run out of time. 
 
What You Say: 
“We all have jobs to do, some of which feel completely overwhelming and make us want to give up, like 
all the situations we just read about in our game. But through the Holy Spirit—God with us—God can 
give us the strength we need to keep going and finish what we started. You can [Bottom Line] keep 
going because God is with you.” 
 
 
 
 
3. Many Languages Verse 
What You Need: Bibles, “Many Languages” Activity Pages 
 
What You Do: 

• Guide kids to look up Isaiah 40:31 using the following tips. 
 
Finding verses with 2nd and 3rd graders: Guide them to open their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. 
(Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show the kids what the page looks like.) When the kids find the 
table of contents, lead them to find Isaiah in the list under “Old Testament.” When the kids find Isaiah, lead them to 
look at the page number beside the word. Explain that the number tells them on what page they can find Isaiah. Help 
the kids find the page. When they find Isaiah, explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. 
Help them find chapter 40. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers. Help them find verse 31 in chapter 40.  

 

• Say the verse together several times. 

• Hand out the “Many Languages” Activity Pages. 

• Choose a language from the page, and say the verse while substituting the words from that 
language. (Note: The verbs will not all be conjugated correctly, but that’s okay.) 

• Then choose another language, and ask a kid to say the verse while substituting the words from 
that language. 

• Choose yet another language. 

• This time, point to a kid when you come to a word that’s on the page. He will jump up and say 
the word. Point to a different kid for the next word, and so on. 

• Continue in a similar way with the other languages. 
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What You Say: 
“In today’s Bible story, some of the disciples were able to share the gospel with people in languages 
they didn’t even know. That’s so cool! It’s not likely that will ever happen to any of us, but we could all 
definitely learn other languages. It’s not an easy thing to do, but when you do, remember to [Bottom 
Line] keep going because God is with you. Then, after you learn another language, you could tell 
people about Jesus in that language, just like the disciples did.” 
 
 
 
 
 

Pray and Dismiss 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do:  

• Tell kids to think about one of the things they wrote on a slip of paper earlier. 

• Encourage them to silently pray and ask God to help them trust Him when they face that 
situation so that they can persevere. 

• Close with a prayer similar to the one below. 
 
What You Say: 
“Dear God, thank You for loving us and for giving us the Holy Spirit to be with us so that we can keep 
going when we need to persevere. Remind us to rely upon You for help and strength when we need it. 
In Jesus’ name, amen.” 
 
 
As adults arrive to pick up, tell them to ask kids about the spreading marker activity. 
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I Won’t Back Down 
 

Bible Story: I Won’t Back Down (Paul and Silas in Prison) • Acts 16:16-40 
Bottom Line: You can choose joy when life gets hard. 
Memory Verse: But those who trust in the LORD will receive new strength. They will fly as high 
as eagles. They will run and not get tired. They will walk and not grow weak. Isaiah 40:31 (NIrV) 
Life App: Perseverance—Refusing to give up when life gets hard 
Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice. 

 

 
 

 
 

Focus the Energy (Small Groups, 10-15 minutes) 
 

PREVIEW 
Plug In is designed to introduce children to the day’s topic in a setting that gives them individualized 
attention from their Leader and plenty of interaction with a small group of peers. 

2nd–3rd Grade 

GET READY 
Early Arriver 

• Color sheets 
Get out of Jail 

• Floor tape 

• Prepare the floor with the tape. Make a line down the center of your space to divide the 
teams into sides. On each side of the line, create a three-foot square that will serve as a 
“jail” for the team. Don’t put these squares directly beside each other. Place them on 
opposite ends of the line. At the far end of each team’s side place a flag 

 

 

 

 

1. Early Arriver Idea 

What You Need: color sheets 
 
What You Do: 

• Ask kids about songs. Are there songs that automatically make them happy when they hear 
them? Are there songs that make them sad? Why? What’s the story behind it? 

• If appropriate and kids are willing, let them sing a few lines of a song that has meaning to them. 
 
 

http://www.252basics.org/


252Basics, 2nd – 3rd  Grade  May 12, 2018 

CURRICULUM MATERIALS FOR K-5TH GRADES * © 2004 252Basics. All rights reserved. * www.252basics.org 2  

2. Get out of Jail 
What You Need: flag, prepared floor (see “Get Ready”) 
 
What You Do: 

• Divide the kids into two teams, and send each team to one side of the playing area. 

• Explain that on your “Go,” kids will try to run across the line to get the other team’s flag and 
bring it back to their side before getting tagged.  

• Point out the “jail” areas of the room.  

• Explain that if a kid gets tagged, that kid must go to the other team’s jail. 

• At any point during the game, the Leader can yell, “Get out of jail,” and all kids in jail can 
immediately rejoin their teams. 

• Play continues until the Leader calls time, or until one team brings the other team’s flag across 
to their side. 

 
What You Say: 
“That was a crazy game and it was fun! But the truth is, being in jail is NO fun at all. [Transition] Let’s 
go to Large Group, where we’ll hear about some other people who got out of jail.” 
 
Lead your group to the Large Group area. 
 

  

 
Engage the Heart (Large Group, 35 minutes) 

PREVIEW 

Power Up is designed to engage children in worship in a large group setting. Music, prayer, and an 
innovative approach to the Bible story are always a part of this interactive time.  
 

 

Make the Connection (Small Groups, 25 minutes) 
 

PREVIEW 

Catch On is designed to help kids understand how the day’s topic applies to them. They’ll discuss real-
life experiences, interact with a close-knit group of peers, and participate in a variety of activities that 
appeal to different learning styles. Life-application and memory-verse activities, as well as prayer, are 
always a part of this hands-on time. 
 

Catch On: Make the Connection (Small Groups, 25-30 minutes) 
Make the connection of how today’s Bible story applies to real life experiences through interactive 
activities and discussion questions.  
 
2nd–3rd Grade 
GET READY 
1. Story Songs 

• Bibles 

• Paper 

• Pencils 
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* 2. Jesus, Others, You 

• No supplies needed 
3. Strong on the Inside 

• Bible 

• Stopwatch/timer 
Prayer 

• No supplies needed 
 
 
 
 
1. Story Songs 
What You Need: Bibles, paper, pencils 
 
What You Do: 

• Divide kids into three teams. Give each team some paper and pencils. 

• Assign each team a set of verses from today’s Bible story: 
o Acts 16:16-24 
o Acts 16:25-34 
o Acts 16:35-40 

• Tell teams to write a 6-10 line song or chant that summarizes their verses.  

• Explain that they can make up their own tune, or they can use a familiar tune, such as “Twinkle, 
Twinkle, Little Star,” “Jesus Loves Me,” or a favorite worship song. 

• Give teams a set amount of time to write and rehearse, and then allow teams to perform their 
songs for the rest of the group. 

 
What You Say: 
“Those were some great songs! I wonder what songs Paul and Silas sang to God in the jail. Maybe 
they were songs that told stories they knew from the Bible. Maybe they were songs of pure worship. 
We don’t know for sure. But we do know that God loves it when we worship Him, and we know that 
when Paul and Silas worshiped, God performed a miracle! And because of that miracle, other people 
came to believe in Jesus. Paul and Silas chose to have joy even in the midst of a hard situation. 
[Bottom Line] You can choose joy when life gets hard, too.”  
 
[Make It Personal] (Tell kids about a time when your life was very difficult, but you chose to 
have joy in the midst of it. How did God work in that situation?) 
 
 
 
* 2. Jesus, Others, You 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do: 

• Introduce the JOY acrostic: Jesus / Others / You. 
o Talk about how when you need to persevere and choose joy, first you focus on JESUS 

and who He is and what He has done.  
o Then you focus on OTHERS and what you can do for them.  
o And finally you think about how YOU won’t give up in the situation. 

• Challenge the kids to use their bodies to (individually) create the letter J on the floor. 

• Give kids this scenario: 
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o Your dad gets a job in another state across the country, and your family has to move a 
month before school is out for the summer. 

• Ask kids what they know about Jesus that could help them in that situation. 

• Instruct kids to use their bodies to create an O on the floor. 

• Ask kids how they could focus on others in order to have joy in the middle of that situation. 

• If you wish, repeat the J and O steps above with more scenarios, such as: 
o Your brother is really angry with you for messing up his game console. It has been a 

week, and he still refuses to forgive you or speak to you. 
o Your grandparents have always watched you after school until your parents get home 

from work. But your grandma got really sick all of a sudden, and not only are you really 
worried about her, but you also now have to go to daycare after school. 

• Tell kids to use their bodies to create a Y on the floor. 

• Ask them to think about something they need to persevere through right now. Encourage kids to 
share their situations if they’re comfortable with it. Talk through how they can focus on Jesus 
and others in the midst of that situation. 

 
What You Say: 
“Sometimes it can be really, really tough to persevere when you’re going through a hard time. But 
[Bottom Line] you can choose joy when life gets hard. Remember our acrostic from today: JESUS, 
OTHERS, YOU. Focus on Jesus first. Then focus on others. And finally, think about the fact that you 
won’t give up on the situation because God is always with you.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Strong on the Inside 
What You Need: Bible, stopwatch/timer 
 
What You Do: 

• Tell kids to stand up, face you, and make sure they’re at least an arm’s length away from 
anyone else. 

• Read the first sentence/phrase of Isaiah 40:31. Tell kids to do 10 push-ups. 

• Read the second sentence/phrase of the verse. Tell kids to do 20 jumping jacks. 

• Read the third sentence/phrase of the verse. Tell kids to run in place for 30 seconds. 

• Read the fourth sentence/phrase of the verse. Tell kids to walk in place throughout the 
discussion below. 

• Note: Please be sensitive to kids in your group who have special needs or injuries that might 
prevent them from doing the activities above, and adjust accordingly. 

 

What You Say: 
“This verse isn’t talking about the fact that your body won’t get tired. It will. It probably has during this 
activity. Where God will help us not be weary or tired is on the inside. We can refuse to give up and 
keep going when we trust in God to keep us strong on the inside. One of the ways He can do that is by 
helping us have joy in the midst of whatever is happening in our lives. [Bottom Line] You can choose 
joy when life gets hard.” 
 
 
 

http://www.252basics.org/


252Basics, 2nd – 3rd  Grade  May 12, 2018 

CURRICULUM MATERIALS FOR K-5TH GRADES * © 2004 252Basics. All rights reserved. * www.252basics.org 5  

Pray and Dismiss 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do:  

• Tell kids to take a few moments to ask God to give them strength to choose joy when life gets 
hard. 

• If they wish, they can do one of the physical activities from the memory verse activity while they 
pray. 

• Close with a prayer similar to the one below. 
 
What You Say: 
“Dear God, thank You for being so awesome. And because you are so awesome and are with us ALL 
the time, we can have joy in the midst of even the worst of circumstances. We praise You for that, Lord. 
Help us all to remember that we can always have joy because of what You’ve done for us. In Jesus’ 
name, amen. Remember, [Bottom Line] you can choose joy when life gets hard.” 
 
 
As adults arrive to pick up, tell them to ask kids what the letters JOY stand for. 
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Stop Draggin’ My Heart Around 
 

Bible Story: Stop Draggin’ My Heart Around (Cloud of Witnesses) • Hebrews 12:1 
Bottom Line: God can help you let go of what is holding you back. 
Memory Verse: But those who trust in the LORD will receive new strength. They will fly as high 
as eagles. They will run and not get tired. They will walk and not grow weak. Isaiah 40:31 (NIrV) 
Life App: Perseverance—Refusing to give up when life gets hard 
Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Focus the Energy (Small Groups, 10-15 minutes) 
 

PREVIEW 
Plug In is designed to introduce children to the day’s topic in a setting that gives them individualized 
attention from their Leader and plenty of interaction with a small group of peers. 

2nd–3rd Grade 

GET READY 
Early Arriver 

• Color sheets 

• Jar that has a smaller mouth opening than the body of the jar; the opening should be just big 
enough that a child’s hand can fit through it, but small enough that the child’s hand can’t fit 
through if it’s holding the object below 

• Ball that’s a little bit smaller than the opening of the jar 
2. Cloud of Witnesses 

• Tape or safety pins (to attach paper to the kids’ shirts) 

• Half sheets of paper; one for each kid 
o On each piece, write the name of someone your kids will know who has persevered 

and/or is strong in their faith. These can be biblical people (like Noah), famous 
people (like a Christian professional athlete your kids are all familiar with), people 
from history (like Abraham Lincoln), or people in your community, church, or ministry. 
Make sure to include several people that your kids know personally. 
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1. Early Arriver Idea 

What You Need: color sheets, jar, small ball 
 
What You Do: 

• Hold up the jar. Let one or two kids put their hand inside the jar and then remove their hand. 

• Place the ball inside the jar. 

• Choose one kid to reach into the jar, grab the ball, and try to remove his hand without letting go 
of the ball. 

• Allow every child to have a turn. 

• Note: If the jar is made of glass, you might want to hold onto it while the kids do this activity, just 
in case they get really dedicated to getting the ball out! 

 
 
2. Cloud of Witnesses 
What You Need: Prepared half sheets of paper; tape or safety pins 
 
What You Do: 

• Attach a paper to each kid’s back.  

• Make sure kids don’t see whose name is on their own paper. 

• Then allow kids to interact with each other and ask yes-or-no questions in order to figure out 
whose name is on their paper. 

• If any kids are having trouble figuring theirs out (or if it appears they aren’t familiar with that 
person), you can help them out. 

 
What You Say: 
“All of the people you just represented are people who have persevered through tough times or people 
who have great faith in God. [Transition] Let’s go to Large Group, where we’ll hear about more 
people like this that lived a LONG time ago.” 
 
Lead your group to the Large Group area. 
 

 
 

  

 
Engage the Heart (Large Group, 35 minutes) 

PREVIEW 

Power Up is designed to engage children in worship in a large group setting. Music, prayer, and an 
innovative approach to the Bible story are always a part of this interactive time.  
 

 

Make the Connection (Small Groups, 25 minutes) 
 

PREVIEW 

Catch On is designed to help kids understand how the day’s topic applies to them. They’ll discuss real-
life experiences, interact with a close-knit group of peers, and participate in a variety of activities that 

http://www.252basics.org/


252Basics, 2nd – 3rd  Grade  May 19, 2018 

CURRICULUM MATERIALS FOR K-5TH GRADES * © 2004 252Basics. All rights reserved. * www.252basics.org 3  

appeal to different learning styles. Life-application and memory-verse activities, as well as prayer, are 
always a part of this hands-on time. 
 

Catch On: Make the Connection (Small Groups, 25-30 minutes) 
Make the connection of how today’s Bible story applies to real life experiences through interactive 
activities and discussion questions.  
 
2nd–3rd Grade 
GET READY 
* 1. WANTED 

• Print the “Hall of Faith” Activity Page and cut apart; one half page for each kid 

• Print the “WANTED Poster” Activity Page on cardstock; one for each kid 

• Markers 

• Pens 

• Bibles 
2. Let It Go 

• UNO® cards; one deck for every six to eight kids 
3. Holding You Back 

• Print the “Memory Verse Phrases” Activity Pages and cut apart; two sets for each small 
group 

Prayer 

• Kids’ “WANTED Posters” from the “WANTED” activity 
 
 
* 1. WANTED 
What You Need: “Hall of Faith” and “WANTED Poster” Activity Pages, markers, pens, Bibles 
 
What You Do: 

• Ask kids to open their Bibles to Hebrews 12 and read the first verse together. 

• Tell kids to look at Hebrews 11. Explain that Hebrews 11 is often called the “Hall of Faith,” as it’s 
kind of the Bible’s version of a “Hall of Fame.” 

• Hand out the “Hall of Faith” pages.  

• Tell kids to each pick one person on the page and then look up and read the verses about them 
in Hebrews 11. 

• Give each kid a “WANTED Poster.”  

• Explain that they’ll write their person’s name in the blank and then draw the person’s face. 

• At the bottom of the page, they’ll write a few sentences about what that person persevered 
through.  

• They can look up the other verses on the “Hall of Faith” page if they need more information. 
 
What You Say: 
“Those people all persevered through some tough situations. Everybody everywhere has hard times to 
get through. Remember the people whose names were on your backs earlier? Those are some people 
who have had faith and persevered through some tough times. Tell me something you know about one 
of those people and why they needed perseverance or how they have showed their faith in God. 
(Pause for discussion.) [Make It Personal] (Tell kids about someone in your own life who showed 
perseverance. Share about how their perseverance affected you and encouraged you to 
persevere too.) All of those people were able to let go of what might have held them back, and they 
didn’t give up. They persevered. And you can too. [Bottom Line] God can help you let go of what is 
holding you back.”  
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2. Let It Go 
What You Need: UNO® cards 
 
What You Do: 

• Divide kids into groups of six to eight kids, and give each group a deck of UNO cards. 

• Direct them to play the game according to the instructions. (If any kids aren’t familiar with the 
game, give some quick instructions.) 

• After a set amount of time, stop the games and collect the cards. 

• Explain that in the game, the goal was to lay down your cards—to let go of them. We sometimes 
need to do this in life. We need to let go of the things that hold us back—our sins. 

• Ask kids to name some things that kids their age often need to let go of.  
o You can start the conversation by asking about the last time they tried to learn 

something challenging, such as tying shoes or learning to dribble a basketball. 
o What kept them from being successful? Did they get discouraged at any point? How did 

they push through that discouragement?  
 
What You Say: 
“Those are all things that can hold us back, because they send us down the wrong path. They’re not 
wise choices. We need to let go of those sins so we can live the life God wants us to live, where we 
love Him and follow His commands. It’s not always easy to let go of our sins, because they might seem 
fun, or they might seem to help us get what we want. But in the long run, they’ll always be bad for us.  
[Bottom Line] God can help you let go of what is holding you back from living the life He wants 
you to live.” 
 
 
 
 

 

 
3. Holding You Back 
What You Need: “Memory Verse Phrases” Activity Pages 
 
What You Do: 

• Divide kids into two teams. 

• Line the teams up at one end of your space, and place the sets of (mixed-up) phrases at the 
other end of your space. 

• Explain that kids will relay to get the phrases, bring them back, and put them in order.  
o But the catch is that when one person takes his turn, the two people in line behind him 

will be holding onto him like a train, with their hands on the shoulders in front of them. 

• Allow kids to play as many times as you wish.  
 

What You Say: 
“That game was much tougher than it should have been, because you had other people holding you 
back. Sometimes in life we have people who hold us back, and other times we have sins that hold us 
back. The things we do that are wrong in God’s eyes can keep us from living the life He wants us to 
live—which is the best life possible. Those things can be tough to let go of, but we can do it with the 
strength God gives us. [Bottom Line] God can help you let go of what is holding you back.” 
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Pray and Dismiss 
What You Need: Kids’ “WANTED Posters” 
 
What You Do:  

• Hand out the posters. 

• Tell kids to quietly pray that they will trust in God’s strength to help them persevere like that 
person did and to ask God to help them let go of what is holding them back. 

• Close with a prayer similar to the one below. 
 
What You Say: 
“Dear God, we thank You for giving us a cloud of witnesses like the ones in Hebrews 11 and like the 
ones we know right here in our community. (Feel free to name some.) Help US to be like them and 
persevere and let go of what is holding us back so that WE can also be part of that cloud of witnesses 
to other people. In Jesus’ name, amen. Remember, [Bottom Line] God can help you let go of what 
is holding you back.” 
 
 
As adults arrive to pick up, tell them to ask kids about the person on their WANTED poster and why that 
person needed perseverance. 
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Learning to Fly 
 

Bible Story: Learning to Fly (Fix Your Eyes on Jesus) • Hebrews 12:2-3 
Bottom Line: Keep going because of what Jesus did for you. 
Memory Verse: But those who trust in the LORD will receive new strength. They will fly as high 
as eagles. They will run and not get tired. They will walk and not grow weak. Isaiah 40:31 (NIrV) 
Life App: Perseverance—Refusing to give up when life gets hard 
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what. 

 
 

 
 

 

Focus the Energy (Small Groups, 10-15 minutes) 
 

PREVIEW 
Plug In is designed to introduce children to the day’s topic in a setting that gives them individualized 
attention from their Leader and plenty of interaction with a small group of peers. 

2nd–3rd Grade 

GET READY 
Early Arriver 

• Color sheets 

• (optional) Smart phone, tablet, or laptop with an optical illusion app; two or three for each 
small group 

• On the app, find several illusions where you need to fix your eyes in a certain spot in order 
for it to work (like if you look at the center, it looks like the design spins). You can screenshot 
them to pull them up in your photos app or just make a note of which ones to use. 

What Changed? 

• No supplies needed 
 
 
 
 
1. Early Arriver Idea 
What You Need: optional devices with optical illusion app 
 
What You Do: 

• Show kids the optical illusions.  

• Make a point of saying that they need to fix their eyes on a certain spot in order to see the 
illusion. 

• Allow each kid to look at the illusions. 
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2. What Changed? 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do: 

• Tell kids to pair up and face their partner. 

• Instruct them to take a good look at their partner and observe everything they can. 

• Tell kids to turn around and change something small about their appearance. Maybe they 
unbutton a button on a cuff. Or perhaps they remove their earrings. 

• On the count of three, they turn back around. 

• Let kids guess what their partners changed. 

• Direct kids to switch partners, and do it again. Play as many times as you wish. 
 
What You Say: 
“You had to closely observe your partner in order to guess what they changed. Or you could say you 
had to fix your eyes on them. [Transition] Let’s go to Large Group, where we’ll hear about 
someone else you should fix your eyes on.” 
 
Lead your group to the Large Group area. 
 

 
 
 

  

 
Engage the Heart (Large Group, 35 minutes) 

PREVIEW 

Power Up is designed to engage children in worship in a large group setting. Music, prayer, and an 
innovative approach to the Bible story are always a part of this interactive time.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Make the Connection (Small Groups, 25 minutes) 
 

PREVIEW 

Catch On is designed to help kids understand how the day’s topic applies to them. They’ll discuss real-
life experiences, interact with a close-knit group of peers, and participate in a variety of activities that 
appeal to different learning styles. Life-application and memory-verse activities, as well as prayer, are 
always a part of this hands-on time. 
 

Catch On: Make the Connection (Small Groups, 25-30 minutes) 
Make the connection of how today’s Bible story applies to real life experiences through interactive 
activities and discussion questions.  
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2nd–3rd Grade 
GET READY 
* 1. Focus Motions 

• No supplies needed 
2. Verse Bib 

• Print the “Verse Bib” Activity Page; one for each kid 

• Bibles 

• Markers 

• Tape or safety pins to attach the bibs to shirts 
Prayer 

• Kids’ lanyard crosses and/or bibs from earlier activities 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* 1. Focus Motions 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do: 

• Tell kids that there are several ways they can focus on what Jesus did for us: Read your Bible. 
Pray. Listen to music that reminds you of Him. Talk about Him with your family. Serve others 
like He did. 

• Teach them hand motions for each: 
o Read your Bible: hold your hands out like you’re holding a book 
o Pray: put your hands together in front of you like a prayer position 
o Listen to music: cup your hands behind your ears 
o Talk about Him: cup your hands around your mouth like a megaphone 
o Serve others: hold your hands out and open in front of you 

• Practice the motions several times in order while saying the phrases. 

• Then you call out a phrase and kids do the motion. Call them out in random order, and say them 
more quickly as you go. 

• Play a memory game, where you do several motions in a row, and kids repeat them. Allow kids 
to take turns leading the motions. 

 
What You Say: 
“Okay, I think you’re going to remember these ways to focus on what Jesus did for us! Tell me about 
some music you like to listen to that reminds you of Jesus. (Pause for discussion.) What is one way you 
can serve others this week? (Pause for discussion.) [Make It Personal] (Tell kids about something 
you do to focus on what Jesus did for you.) When you need to show some perseverance, 
remember these things you can do and that you can [Bottom Line] keep going because of what 
Jesus did for you.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.252basics.org/


252Basics, 2nd – 3rd  Grade  May 26, 2018 

CURRICULUM MATERIALS FOR K-5TH GRADES * © 2004 252Basics. All rights reserved. * www.252basics.org 4  

2. Verse Bib 
What You Need: “Verse Bib” Activity Pages; Bibles; markers; tape or safety pins 
 
What You Do: 

• Give each kid an Activity Page and set out the markers. 

• Explain that these pages are like race bibs that runners wear on their shirts in a race. 

• Tell kids to write “PERSEVERANCE” across the top of their bib. 

• Instruct them to look up Isaiah 40:31 and write all or part of the verse on the bottom of the bib. 

• Encourage kids to color in the numbers and decorate the bibs in any way they wish. 

• If kids want to wear their bibs, attach them with tape or safety pins. (If you use safety pins, be 
sure not to pin the bibs on really nice clothing, like satin dresses or button-down dress shirts. 
And make sure to pin the bibs yourself, to ensure kids don’t stick themselves with the pins.) 

 
What You Say: 
“When you’re in a long race, sometimes it can be REALLY hard to keep going when you start to get 
exhausted. Life can be like that too. It can get really difficult to keep going when you’re tired of the hard 
times you’re going through. But you can [Bottom Line] keep going because of what Jesus did for 
you. When we say to ‘fix your eyes on Jesus,’ you’re not actually looking at Him but you’re focusing 
your thoughts on what Jesus did when He died on the cross for you and rose again. You’re thinking 
about how awesome He is that He would love You so much to do that. And if He would do that, He’ll 
help You in all things, no matter how tough a situation is. These verse bibs are a reminder that with 
God’s strength, we can persevere.” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Pray and Dismiss 
What You Need: Kids’ bibs from earlier activities 
 
What You Do:  

• Hand out bibs. 

• Tell kids to take a few moments to pray that God will help them [Bottom Line] keep going 
because of what Jesus did for you. 

• Encourage them to then pray for the person on their left. 

• Close with a prayer similar to the one below. 
 
What You Say: 
“Dear God, thank You so much for sending Jesus here to earth to show us how to live and to die. 
Thank You that He rose again so that our sins can be forgiven and we can live with You forever in 
heaven. Help us remember that when we need to keep going and show perseverance. In Jesus’ name, 
amen.” 
 
 
As adults arrive to pick up, tell them to ask kids about the “Focus Motions” they learned today. 
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