
November 18, 2020 
 
Dear Church Family, 
 
In this Sunday’s message I will be preaching on the “wisdom from above” in James, chapter 3.  
This wisdom is certainly different than man’s wisdom.  Man’s wisdom is all about us and what 
we can get out of life.  But James says that living for ourselves is devastating.  He challenges us 
to live with God’s wisdom which is “first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, 
full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere.”  That’s a lot to think about. 
 
So how do we apply this in the current pandemic?  Herein lies the challenge.  How should we 
live as considerate people when our community is in hard times?  Add to that a more recent 
plea from the medical community to help them avoid burnout by doing all we can to slow the 
spread of the virus. 
 
I know some churches are unwilling to comply with the new COVID restrictions to our state.  
Others suggest they will obey some of the governor’s direction, but not all.  Still, others are 
grudgingly following the law.  So, what should we do? 
 
Two Biblical thoughts are directing our decisions as a church. 
 

 1.  How much do we love our neighbors?  There are a lot of people getting sick 
and some are dying in our community.  Do we care about them – or is this all about us?  
I don’t believe this is about where you stand politically.  We may not agree with the 
governor.  But the alarming rate of infections in our county should cause us to think 
about the lives of people at high risk.  As painful as it is to comply with the government, 
love should compel us to care for the lives of others. 
 2.  Are we willing to obey governmental authorities?  In Romans 13 Paul writes, 
“Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority 
except that which God has established.  The authorities that exist have been established 
by God.  
Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has 
instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves.” (13:1-2).  There is 
more to Paul’s exhortation (you can read verses 3-7), but this much is clear – Christians 
are to submit to governmental authorities.  You might remember that Peter in his 
epistles emphasizes that this is God’s will (1 Peter 2:13-17). 

 
We know that we are to obey God rather than man (Acts 4:19).  But do we believe that the 
restrictions placed on the whole community are trying to single out our religious freedom to 
worship? I do not think so because there are 25% capacity limits not just on churches, but 
businesses and retail as well.  Other businesses have been told to shut down completely.  Some 
of you no doubt question the ban on singing – that it is an infringement on worship.  Yes, it is, 
and it is not what we want.  But if our intent is to preserve health, then this must also be 
viewed as a temporary change.  The goal currently is to help preserve life by limiting exposure 



for a while in places of easier transmission.  This is not as much restriction as it is compassion.  
We ought to be people of peace, sincerity, compassion and mercy. 
 
The leaders of MTBC are choosing to move our worship to online for the last 2 Sundays in 
November.  This is not an easy decision.  It is certainly not made out of convenience.  As you are 
all aware, we have been meeting corporately since June and we expect to do so again soon.  In 
the meantime, we will do all that we can to encourage each other during this time of testing.  
Items for our Thanksgiving baskets are still being collected and will be delivered.  We can pray 
anywhere!  AWANA is creatively developing an AWANA Store event.  The church office will still 
be open, and you can always call to make appointments with Alvin or myself. 
 
In early December we will evaluate whether to gather again, hoping to see a decline in our 
community’s case numbers.  In the meantime let’s pray for each other in the church – and 
remember that in the trials of life we should still give thanks.   
 
Thank you for your understanding and grace towards all, 
 
Pastor Mark, Alvin, and church leaders 


