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 Acts 20:17-24 
 
God is far more concerned about who we are along the way and how His glory is 
displayed in us than with anything we might accomplish for Him.”  [Bill Mills, God’s Will:  Found 

Out or Found In?  Palos Heights, Ill:  Leadership Resources International, 2004].   

“God is more concerned about our relationship with Him than in what we can do for Him.” 
[Henry Blackaby, Experiencing God. Nashville, Tennessee, 2001]. 

Acts 20:17-24 ~ 17From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called to him the 
elders of the church. 18And when they had come to him, he said to them, 
“You yourselves know, from the first day that I set foot in Asia, how I was 
with you the whole time, 19serving the Lord with all humility and with tears 
and with trials which came upon me through the plots of the Jews; 20how I 
did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was profitable, and 
teaching you publicly and from house to house, 21solemnly testifying to both 
Jews and Greeks of repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 22“And now, behold, bound by the Spirit, I am on my way to 
Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there, 23except that the Holy 
Spirit solemnly testifies to me in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions 
await me. 24“But I do not consider my life of any account as dear to 
myself, so that I may finish my course and the ministry which I 
received from the Lord Jesus, to testify solemnly of the gospel of the 
grace of God.  

For the Apostle Paul his task was to testify to the gospel of God’s grace.  God had called 
him as an evangelist.  Although all of us are called to share the word of God, for most of 
the rest of us, our roles or our calling within God’s sovereign plan is likely quite different.   

So how do we finish the race and complete the task that the Lord has given to us in the 
unique ways that He has molded us? 

1.   Take care of what God has placed before you. 

i. Colossians 4:17 ~17Say to Archippus, “Take heed to the ministry 
which you have received in the Lord, that you may fulfill it.”  

ii. Example:  What do we need to discern God’s leading if I want to 
change positions at work?   

iii. Colossians 3:23 ~ Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the 
Lord rather than for men” 

iv. Remember that everything (work, home, school, ministry, 
activities, etc.) is connected and that everything should come 
under the lordship of Christ. 
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2.   Line up your will with God’s will. 

a. Pray. 

i. Prayer helps you to align your life with God and makes you 
available for God to demonstrate His power through you. 

ii. 1 Thessalonians 5:17 ~ pray without ceasing. 

iii. Colossians 4:2 ~ Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with 
an attitude of thanksgiving;  
 

b. Turn to the word of God. 

i. Seek God through His word in daily reading and meditation. 

ii. Hebrews 4:12 ~ For the word of God is living and active and sharper 
than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul 
and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts 
and intentions of the heart. 

iii. 2 Timothy 3:16–17 ~16All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable 
for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; 
17so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good 
work.  

c. Seek godly counsel. 

i. Seek godly counsel from people who are in tune with God, who 
are sensitive to the spiritual issues, and who know how to apply 
the Lord’s wisdom and instruction to the things of life. 

ii. The counselor’s goal should be to help you gain a better 
understanding of how God may be working in your life. 

iii. Proverbs 1:5,7 ~ 5A wise man will hear and increase in learning, 
And a man of understanding will acquire wise counsel, 7The fear 
of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; Fools despise wisdom 
and instruction. 

iv. Proverbs 19:20 ~ Listen to counsel and accept discipline, That 
you may be wise the rest of your days. 

v. Hebrews 13:7 ~ Remember those who led you, who spoke the 
word of God to you; and considering the result of their conduct, 
imitate their faith.  
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d. Consider the circumstances. 

i. Psalm 119:105 ~ Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my 
path.   

ii. See if outside circumstances line up with scripture and our 
conscience. 

iii. Example:  Would an expensive purchase violate a biblical 
principle?  Would it affect your ability to provide for your family or 
hinder your giving as God has called you to give?   

e. Ask, “Is there peace?” 

i. The final check is to see if you are settled in your conscience with 
the decision that is being made.  The scriptures repeatedly 
emphasize the importance of having a good, clear, and 
blameless conscience. 

ii. Acts 24:16 ~ In view of this, I also do my best to maintain always 
a blameless conscience both before God and before men.  

iii. 1 Timothy 1:5 ~ But the goal of our instruction is love from a pure 
heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith.  

iv. 1 Peter 3:16 ~ …and keep a good conscience so that in the thing 
in which you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior 
in Christ will be put to shame.  


