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4. The New Hope (8:18-25) 

 

8:18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are 

not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. 

 

Suffering is not inconsistent with being a child of God since it is 

relatively insignificant when compared to the glory we will share (8:18-23; 

cf. II Cor. 4:17). Furthermore, even in the midst of suffering God will 

sustain us (8:24-28).  

 

The glory which shall be revealed in us is both received by us and 

displayed to others (Eph 3:10; Col 3:4; I Jn. 3:2). 

 

Excited about the future glory to be revealed, Paul breaks forth with 

the beautiful words that follow (8:19-23). 

 

8:19 For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the 

revealing of the sons of God. 

 

The glory to be revealed transcends suffering to such a degree that 

all of creation is waiting expectantly for it to occur. The Greek used is 

intensive. The picture is of creation standing with head upright 

(avpokaradoki,a – apokaradokia, translated as “longing”), looking intently 

without rest until the object of its expectation is fulfilled. That object is 

the revealing of the sons of God in glory, in the full splendor which is not yet 

manifest (cf. I Jo. 3:2).  

 

(for a full discussion of the meaning of “creation” see Hodge, 269-273). 

 

8:20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but 

because of Him who subjected it in hope;  

8:21 because the creation itself also will be delivered from the 

bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. 

 

In verses 20 and 21 the reasons why creation longs for the revealing 

of the sons of God is given. First, because creation is now subject to futility. 

Secondly, because this subjugation was not voluntary but was imposed upon 
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it. Thirdly, because creation will be freed from the bondage it is now in when 

the sons of God are revealed in glory.  
 

“Futility” or “vanity” speaks of the frailty of creation. It is 

antithetical to the word “glory” (cf. I Cor 15:51-54). In verse 21 “corruption” 

is synonomous to it.  

 

All of creation suffers the penalty of the sin of man. Genesis 3:17 

says, “Cursed is the ground for your [Adam’s] sake.” Isaiah 24:5-7 states, 

“The earth is also defiled under its inhabitants, because they have 

transgressed the laws, changed the ordinance, broken the everlasting 

covenant. . .Therefore the curse has devoured the earth, and those who 

dwell in it are desolate. . . The new wine fails, the vine languishes . . .” 

Jeremiah asks, “How long will the land mourn, and the herbs of every field 

wither? The beasts and birds are consumed, for the wickedness of those 

who dwell there. . ." (Jer. 12:4).  

 

The world is in a frail, dying, miserable condition but it is not in a 

hopeless condition. When the sons of God are glorified, it will be delivered 

from the bondage it must now endure. (Compare the joy of creation at the 

coming of Christ to establish His kingdom; Psa. 98:6-9; Isa, 35:1, 2, 6, 7; 

41:18-20; 51:3; 52:9; 55:12-13) 

 

8:22 For we know that the whole creation groans and labors with 

birth pangs together until now. 

 

Though creation suffers, its suffering is the pain of birth, not of 

death (Calvin). “After sorrow comes the joy of new existence” (Hodge, 275).  

 

8:23 Not only that, but we also who have the firstfruits of the 

Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the 

adoption, the redemption of our body. 

 

Creation is not all that longs for the day of redemption, we too, who 

have tasted the bliss of eternity, long for the day of our glorification when 

we will be fully recognized as children of God.  
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“Firstfruits” was the offering from the first of the harvest that was 

given to God. It became the assurance that the rest of the harvest would 

follow. For this reason Christ is called the firstfruits of those who sleep (I 

Cor. 15:20), not simply because He was raised from the dead first but 

primarily because His resurrection was the assurance that our resurrection 

would follow. In Romans 8:23 the reception and presence of the Holy Spirit 

is the firstfruits, the sign, the assurance, and the pledge of our redemption.  

 

8:24 For we were saved in this hope, but hope that is seen is not 

hope; for why does one still hope for what he sees?  

8:25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for 

it with perseverance. 

 

We are saved, but our salvation is not fully experienced. However, it is 

the hope of our future glorification that helps us endure present trials. This 

is because hope is the assurance that the future promises of God will come 

to pass. Now if our salvation is hoped for as an unseen future event, it 

follows that it must be waited for (once the promises are experienced [seen, 

possessed] they are no longer called a hope).  Therefore, we conclude that if 

the plan of salvation is realized in our lives gradually and received only 

through much tribulation, suffering is not inconsistent with being a son of 

God. Our road is not an illusion, but leads to glory. We just need patience for 

it to reach full fruition.  

 

5. The New Help (8:26-27) 

 

Not only does hope help us endure suffering (8:18-25), we also have 

the Holy Spirit to help us.  

 

8:26 Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do 

not know what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself 

makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. 

 

 “Likewise” is literally “in the same way (~Wsau,twj - hosautos),” that is, 

in the same way that hope sustains us, so does the Holy Spirit. The word 

“help” in Greek (sunantilamba,nomai - sunantilambanomai) means to take hold 

of something with something else, to take part in a burden, or to aid (Hodge, 

278, cf. Lk. 10:40). The Holy Spirit, who Jesus called the Comforter, the 
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“Helper whom He would send,” (Jn. 15:26; 16:7), takes upon Himself a portion 

of our sorrows (i.e. weaknesses, infirmities), as it were, to relieve us of the 

pressure (Hodge, 278).    

 

 One way in which He helps us is by guiding our prayer, since we often 

don’t know what we should pray (i.e. the content of our prayer),  what is 

really best for us, or what the will of God is. “Heathen philosophers gave this 

as a reason why men ought not to pray. . . Instead of ignorance putting a seal 

upon our lips and leaving our hearts to break, the Spirit gives our desires a 

language heard and understood by God” (Hodge, 278). He acts as our 

advocate and takes over when our own words, desires, aspirations, or 

knowledge cannot be clothed with words.  

 

[ Piper elaborates on this in relation to prayer – see appendix 13] 

 

 Note: Some try to make “groanings to deep for words” a reference to 

speaking in tongues. This is a mistake for the following reasons: (1) what is 

spoken of here is a promise for all believers, the gift of tongues is not (I 

Cor. 12:30) (2) the gift of tongues has a different purpose (I Cor. 14:22), (3) 

“tongues” are known languages (Acts 2:4-11), not “groanings,” and (4) there is 

no mention of spiritual gifts in this context at all. 

 

8:27 Now He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of 

the Spirit is, because He makes intercession for the saints according to 

the will of God. 

 

Though the intercessory work of the Holy Spirit is beyond human 

comprehension (i.e. they are inexpressible groanings from our perspective), 

the omniscient God who searches our hearts (Jer. 17:10; Psa. 139; 7:9; Rev. 

2:23) knows the Holy Spirit’s mind. The reason the Spirit is understood, and 

His intercession accepted by God is because His mind is always in agreement 

with the mind of the Father. Therefore, the prayers of the Spirit are always 

answered. In other words, God intercedes on our behalf and answers.  
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6. The New Knowledge (8:28-30) 
 

8:28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for 

good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His 

purpose. 

 

By God’s grace, all things that are in life – even our sins - work 

together for good in relation to the believer (the one who knows God and is 

called according to His purpose). We know this because as the next verses 

show, all things that happen lead to our final destination – our glorification.  

 

“All things” include those things we normally call “bad” things. In the 

context alone, some of the things mentioned that work for “good” are 

suffering (8:17, 18), tribulation, distress, persecution, famine, nakedness, 

danger and sword (8:35). In other words, Paul is not saying that God turns all 

bad things into happy ones. Rather he is saying that all things work toward 

the final goal of our glorification.  

 

8:29-30 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become 

conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the first-born 

among many brethren; and whom He predestined, these He also called; 

and whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, 

these He also glorified. 

 

Verses 29–39 focus on two more arguments that show that we are 

secure in our salvation. (1) We are secure because the process of salvation 

which involves our glorification is pre-ordained by God (8:29-30). (2) We are 

secure because our lives rest in the love of God (8:31-39).  

 

Believers are called to salvation in accordance to the settled plan and 

purpose of God. Those who God calls are previously predestined. In 

connection with the previous verse, the idea is this: all things work together 

for good because all things are moving in the direction of our future 

glorification. All that God has foreknown will come to pass.  

 

Some think that “whom He foreknew” merely means that God knows 

who will believe before it comes to pass. However, it seems better to include 

the idea of selection in the word “foreknow”, for elsewhere in the Bible “to 
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know” means to know and to regard with peculiar interest, to delight in, or to 

direct special affection toward (cf. Gen. 18:19; Exo. 2:25; Psalm 1:6; 144:3; 

Jer. 1:5; Amos 3:2; Hosea 13:5; Matt. 7:23; I Cor. 8:3; Gal. 4:9; II Tim. 2:29; 

I Jn. 3:1). In other words, when the Bible says that God foreknew who would 

be saved, it means that God saw fallen humanity and then fixed His mind on 

some whom He predestined for salvation. 

 

But even if “foreknew” only meant that God knows who would be saved, 

the question of where faith comes from still remains. The only biblical 

answer is that faith is generated by God (cf. Jn. 3:3-8; 6:44, 45, 65; Eph 

2:8; Phil. 1:29; I Pet. 1:2).  Even in the present context, God is the active 

agent, not man. God predestined, God justified, God glorified. If God only 

saw which people decided to believe, to say that they are predestined 

becomes meaningless.   

 

If something is predestined it is determined in the mind of God to 

come to pass (Acts 4:28; Eph. 1:5, 11).  When God selected which men He 

would save, we call it foreknowledge. Then when He causes those who are 

selected to arrive at an appointed end (conformity to the image of His Son), 

we call it predestination. “This is just another way of saying what Romans 

8:28 says in the words ‘called according to His purpose.’ . .  according to 

God’s purpose means according to the goal of God’s predestination. In other 

words, God did not call us without a specific aim or purpose in mind. He had a 

‘destiny’ in mind for us and He called us according to [that] purpose” (Piper, 

Future Grace, 126).  And that purpose is spelled out in verse 28; namely, 

that we are “conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the first-

born among many brethren.” We will be like Jesus to glorify Him.  

 

Just as we bear the likeness of Adam (cf. Gen. 5:3; Ro. 5), so shall we 

bear the likeness of our glorified Lord (1 Cor 15:49; Phi. 3:21; I Jn. 3:2). 

Christ took human nature, purified it and exalted it, and we shall share it 

with Him (see my notes on Hebrews 2). We shall experience His sufferings, 

be conformed to His character, develop His values, and share His destiny. 

The image (eikon - eivkw,n) of God in man (Gen 1:26-28) that has been marred 

by sin will be restored when it is conformed into the image (eikon - eivkw,n) of 

Christ – the perfect image bearer of God. This is the goal of our salvation (I 

Cor. 15:49; Phil. 3:21; I Jn. 3:2). 
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In the middle of verse 29 we have a common Greek idiom that 

indicates purpose (eivj to. ei=nai  -eis to einai  RWP). The purpose behind each 

person’s salvation is so that Christ “might be the first born among many 

brethren.” “First born” doesn’t just mean first in order to be born, but 

refers to priority, supremacy, one who has a prominent position, or is the 

head (cf. Col. 1:15, 18; Heb. 1:6; Rev. 1:5). Jesus is head over the countless 

multitudes who have been made sons of God through Him.  We are not just 

predestined for our happiness, but through our glorification the 

preeminence of Christ will be displayed to all creation for all eternity. But 

what is amazing is that though He will be supreme, we will be part of the 

family of God and will be bestowed with such dignity that He will call us 

brethren (cf. Heb. 2:11). 

 

Paul continues. Those who God predestined He also called. To be called 

speaks of more than an invitation. It is the act of God whereby men are 

brought to salvation (Ro. 9:12; Eph. 4:4; I Thess. 2:12).  All who God calls are 

saved.  

 

Those whom He called He also justified. . .  and of course, God will 

bring the whole process to completion when the believer is glorified. The 

process that leads to our glorification is so certain that Paul uses past tense 

verbs to describe future events (like the prophetic past tense in Hebrew). 

He sees it as history before it occurs. There is no need for a believer to 

worry about his final destiny. In God’s eyes our complete glorification has 

already happened. All is secure in the hands of God who will not fail to 

complete the good work which He began. 

 

“Foreknown, foreordained, called, justified, glorified, with always the 

same people included in each group; and where one of these factors is 

present, all the others are in principle present with it.” (Lorraine Boettner, 

The Reformed Doctrine of Predestination). 

 

“We deny ourselves such deep and wonderful assurances when we do 

not embrace the doctrine of God's sovereign, effectual call. There is such 

strength that comes into the walk of a Christian when he knows how it is 

that he came to be a beneficiary of this incomparable promise. And as 

though it were not enough to reassure us that we became beneficiaries of 

this promise by God's effectual call, Paul adds the words, "according to his 
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purpose." All things work together for good to those who love God, to those 

that are called according to his purpose.” (sermon by John Piper,  Ro  8:28-30 , October 13, 

1985 - John Piper. © Desiring God. Website: desiringGod.org)  

 

7. The New Assurance (8:31-39) 

 

Verse 31 begins the last section in Romans 8 and, as one man has said, 

is the highest rung in the ladder of comfort demonstrating our security in 

Christ. 

 

8:31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, 

who is against us? 

 

“What, then, shall we say in response to this?” That is, what can we 

infer from what has just been said about our predestination?  “If God is for 

us, who can be against us?”  If God has predetermined that our destiny is to 

be sons of God, who is there that can change it? There is no adversity 

worthy of our consideration if God is for us. 

 

8:32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for 

us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? 

 

If God was willing to allow His one and only Son (Jn. 3:16; Rom. 5:8) to 

become a substitute for our sin, why would He stop short of accomplishing 

the end contemplated by the sacrifice? Why would He refuse to give us 

lesser blessings once He was willing to sacrifice that which He held dearest?  

   

8:33 Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who 

justifies. 

 

Is it possible for any creature, whether mortal or spirit, to bring a 

charge against us that will overrule our standing before God? No, for God is 

the One whom we have sinned against and if He has already declared us 

justified there can be no accusation that can overrule His decision. 

 

“Who is he that condemns?” There can be none, for the decision of 

the Supreme judge is flawless and His decision will stand. "We can therefore 

confidently challenge the universe, with all its inhabitants human and 

http://www.desiringgod.org/
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demonic: Who is he that condemns? There will never be any answer" (Stott, 

Romans, p. 257).  

 

8:34 Christ Jesus, who died--more than that, who was raised to 

life--is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 

 

By the death of Christ all ground for condemnation is removed. In 

addition, His resurrection was evidence that His sacrifice was accepted and 

that His claims were true. Furthermore, Christ is in a position of authority, 

exalted to a place of universal dominion (Psa. 110:1; Eph. 1:20; Rev. 3:21; Heb. 

1:3) at the right hand of the Father and if He acts as our advocate and 

pleads our case before God, we can be assured that God will hear Him. 

 

8:35(a) Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?” . . .  

 

This is the last step in the climax of Paul’s argument. There is 

absolutely nothing that can separate us from Christ’s love for us.  

 

The difficulty that many Christians face is that they don’t have 

confidence in His love because they know that they don’t deserve it. “How 

can an infinitely pure God love those who are defiled with sin, who are proud, 

selfish, discontented, ungrateful, disobedient? But this is the very thing we 

are required to believe, not only as a condition of peace and hope, but as the 

condition of salvation. If our hope of God’s mercy and love is founded on our 

own goodness and attractiveness, it is false hope.” (Hodge, 290-291)  

 

The second half of verse 35 is just an amplification of the fact that 

nothing can separate us from the love of Christ. “Shall trouble or hardship 

or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword?” (8:35b) The 

implication is that these might be considered as adequate to separate us. 

But the godly have suffered in all ages and it didn’t separate them from 

God’s love. As it is written: "For your sake we face death all day long; 

we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered." (8:36; Psa. 44:22). We 

will suffer as the saints before us have suffered, but we will see the love of 

God poured out on us just as they did. 

 

“In all these things we are more than conquerors through him who 

loved us.” (8:37). That is, even in the most severe trials we will be 
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exceedingly victorious. Just as the hand of God is intimately involved in our 

salvation from beginning to end, assuring our destination, so our triumph in 

tribulation is assured, for it is not dependant upon our own strength but the 

power of Him who loved us.  

 

In verses 38 and 39 Paul heaps thought upon thought to demonstrate 

with absolute certainty the impossibility of being separated from the love of 

Christ.  

 

8:38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 

nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 

8:39 nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be 

able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our 

Lord. 

 

Nothing in life or death, no spiritual power, whether good or evil, 

nothing in the realm of  time, whether present temptations or the 

uncertainty of the future, no supernatural act (powers), or any other part of 

creation (which includes all that exists besides God) has the power to 

separate us from the love of God in Christ.      Amen! 
 
 


