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A. The Human responsibility (10) 

 

In chapter 10 Paul does not retract or soften his comments on 

predestination (chapter 9) but he does show that no one can make God 

responsible for his sin and unbelief. Although God is sovereign, we alone are 

responsible for our lost condition. 

 

1. The Gospel was Accessible to all (10:1-10) 

 

10:1 Brethren, my heart's desire and my prayer to God for them 

is for their salvation. 

  10:2 For I testify about them that they have a zeal for God, but 

not in accordance with knowledge. 

 

Paul’s prayer for Israel’s salvation is the result of his anguish in 

Romans 9:1-5. The sovereignty of God does not hinder prayer; rather it 

allows people to pray with hope. If God was not sovereign in salvation, none 

would be saved, but because He has chosen men for salvation, we can pray 

with hope knowing that some will respond. 

 

The Jewish people had a great zeal for God (cf. Paul’s own experience 

- Acts 7:58 – 8:3; 26:5; Gal. 1:14) but not in accordance with knowledge. 

Though they were not completely ignorant about God, their knowledge was 

misapplied and they lacked wisdom and enlightenment. They focused on 

trying to achieve righteousness through the law but fell short of the 

knowledge of the righteousness that is found in Christ (cf. 1:17).   

 

“God Almighty, Creator of the universe, Ruler of all things, has 

intervened in history for the last 4,000 years to deal with a people called 

Israel – why? – so that the whole world might understand themselves and 

their struggles and their Maker and the way of salvation by Christ. He deals 

with the microcosm for the sake of the macrocosm. He deals with one finite 

people for the sake of all peoples. He deals in visible history for the sake of 

invisible souls and minds and hearts that are depressed with guilt and 

condemnation. Is this not a marvel that the history of Israel – told in the 

Bible – is about you! It’s about your right standing before a holy God, and 

about your change.” (sermon by John Piper,  Ro  10:5-13 , may 18, 2003 - John Piper. © Desiring God. 

Website: desiringGod.org)  

http://www.desiringgod.org/
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10:3 For not knowing about God's righteousness and seeking to 

establish their own, they did not subject themselves to the 

righteousness of God. (cf. 9:30-32) 

10:4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to 

everyone who believes. 

  

Righteousness is not simply justification. It is the basis on which the 

declaration of justification rests. Those who have righteousness (either 

personal or imputed) are justified. Since we have no righteousness of our 

own, nothing we can do will meet the demands of the Law. Therefore, God’s 

righteousness is necessary if we are to be justified. However, instead of 

accepting God’s righteousness, Israel strived to establish its own through 

obedience to the law.  

 

The connection of verse 4 to verse 3 is difficult to understand and is 

dependent upon which view is taken to be its meaning.  

 

The “end of the law” is ambiguous and could have several meanings: 

 

 1) “End” could refer to the object to which something leads. In other 

words, this could be saying that the law was not intended to be the means of 

attaining justification, but was to lead men to Christ (Gal. 3:24; Col. 2:17; 

Heb. 9:9). “Christ is the end of the Law”; He is the destination to where the 

Law leads. 

 2) The word “end” may also mean completion or fulfillment. In this 

case, verse 4 means that Christ is the end of the law since the whole law 

points to Him and is fulfilled in Him (Matt. 5:17; Rom. 7:4). 

 3) “End” could also mean termination. Christ puts an end to the Law. 

Therefore, verse 4 would mean that law as a standard of justification was 

abolished in Christ (Eph. 2:15; Col. 2:14; Gal. 3:10-12; Ro. 6:14; 7:4-6).  

 4) It could also be a combination of 2 and 3. Like Matthew 5:17, Jesus 

is the point of culmination of the Law of Moses; He is its goal (view 2). 

However, He is also its end in that He brought to a close that period of time 

when the Law would be the rule of life for God’s people (view 3; Moo, 

Continuity and Discontinuity, 207). 

 

All four interpretations find support in scripture elsewhere.  
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Even though Christ is the end of the Law, He is only the end of the 

Law to those who believe. The law still has its power over the unbelieving 

world.  

 

10:5 For Moses writes that the man who practices the 

righteousness which is based on law shall live by that righteousness. 

 

The contrast between righteousness secured by obedience to the Law 

and God’s righteousness received by faith in Christ (10:3-4) reminds Paul of 

the words of Moses.  Paul’s intent is to show that righteousness obtained 

through the Law is impossible, though theoretically possible.  

 

In Leviticus 18:5 (quoted in Ro. 10:5) Moses tells the people that the 

one who meets the standards of the Law shall live, for he has nothing in him 

that would justify the condemnation of God. He will enjoy the life and 

blessings that God intends for him. In other words, the righteousness that 

comes from the law is an achievement gained by any who can keep it 

perfectly. As Piper comments, “The principle – that God’s primal and ultimate 

demand is perfect faith with no sin – is absolutely crucial – none of the Old 

Testament sacrifices, or the cross of Christ, makes sense without it. 

Righteousness by perfect faith and no sin would make one perfectly suited 

for eternal life.  . . . But no one has ever measured up to this standard – 

except one.” (sermon by John Piper,  Ro  10:5-13 , may 18, 2003 - John Piper. © Desiring God. Website: 

desiringGod.org)  

 

10:6 But the righteousness based on faith speaks as follows: "DO 

NOT SAY IN YOUR HEART, 'WHO WILL ASCEND INTO HEAVEN?' 

(that is, to bring Christ down), 

10:7 or 'WHO WILL DESCEND INTO THE ABYSS?' (that is, to 

bring Christ up from the dead)." 

 

Although perfect faith and obedience to the Law ends in life, Paul had 

already pointed out that achieving righteousness through human merit is an 

impossibility (cf. Gal. 3:11; Romans 3:9-10; 3:23), for to stumble in one point 

of the Law makes us guilty of everything (cf. Gal 5:3; Matt. 5:19; Ja. 2:10; 

1Kings 8:46). All efforts to live a perfectly righteous life only lead to 

despair. Therefore, the voice of “righteousness which is of faith” also needs 

http://www.desiringgod.org/
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to be heard.  Moses says one thing, righteousness based on faith is now 

personified and says another.  

 

Unlike righteousness obtained through obedience to the Law, 

righteousness which is received by faith assures us that the blessings of 

eternal life are attainable.  

 

The thoughts of going into heaven or ascending into the abyss to 

achieve something are almost proverbial statements that stress the 

impossibility of the action (cf. Ps. 139:6, 8-9; Prov. 24:7; Amos 9:2). 

 

These words are those of Moses in Deuteronomy 30: 

 

11 "For this commandment which I command you today is 

not too difficult for you, nor is it out of reach. 

12 "It is not in heaven, that you should say, 'Who will go 

up to heaven for us to get it for us and make us hear it, that we 

may observe it?' 

13 "Nor is it beyond the sea, that you should say, 'Who 

will cross the sea for us to get it for us and make us hear it, 

that we may observe it?' 

14 "But the word is very near you, in your mouth and in 

your heart, that you may observe it. 

 

In relation to the Law, Moses is trying to prevent the Israelites from 

evading responsibility in doing the will of God.  God does not require the 

impossible of Israel, namely, that they climb up to heaven or descend into 

the abyss to acquire knowledge of His will.  It was perfectly accessible.  

 

In the same way, no one needs to go into heaven and bring Christ 

down, or go to the grave to raise Jesus from the dead in order to secure 

righteousness through faith. On the contrary, everything has been done for 

us. God’s grace was near in both the Old and New Testaments. God sent His 

Son for us – no one needed to go get Him. It was also God who raised Him 

from the dead. Man does nothing. All we have comes from God and, as a 

result, righteousness by faith is accessible to all who believe.  In other 

words, the voice of righteousness tells us that salvation is attainable.  

 



Pastor Ted Kirnbauer 
Romans 10:1-21(rev. 12/14/14) 

 

5 

 

10:8 But what does it say? "THE WORD IS NEAR YOU, IN YOUR 

MOUTH AND IN YOUR HEART "-- that is, the word of faith which we 

are preaching, 

 

The voice of righteousness tells us the same thing that Moses told 

the Israelites, namely, that “the word is near you, in your mouth and in your 

heart” (Ro. 10:8; cf. Deut. 30:14). He clarifies that he is speaking of the 

word of faith that he and others have been preaching.  

 

The contents of the word of faith are found in verses 9 and 10. 

 

10:9 “that if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and 

believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead you shall be 

saved,  

10:10 for with the heart man believes, resulting in righteousness, 

and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation.”  

 

John Piper in his book, Jesus the Only Way to God, does an excellent 

job explaining verses 9-11. He says, 

 

Paul underlines that salvation through believing and confessing 

Jesus as Lord was the Old Testament hope. He does this by quoting 

Isaiah 28:16 in Romans 10:11 (“for the Scripture says ‘everyone who 

believes in him will not be put to shame”) and by quoting Joel 2:32 in 

Romans 10:13 (“everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be 

saved.’”) 

 

 So when Romans 10:11 quotes Isaiah 28:16, “Everyone who 

believes in him will not be put to shame,” the reference is clearly to 

Jesus, the predicted cornerstone. And when 10:13 quotes Joel 2:32, 

“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved,” Jesus is 

the Lord referred to, even though in Joel 2:32 “Yahweh” is in view. 

The reason we know this is that 10:9 said, “If you confess with your 

mouth Jesus is Lord. . . you will be saved.” 

 

 So Paul is making clear that in the new era of redemptive 

history, Jesus is the goal and the climax of the Old Testament 
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teaching, and therefore now stands as Mediator between man and 

Yahweh as the object of saving faith. (97) 

 

The thing to be confessed is that Jesus is Lord, that is, we must 

openly recognize His authority and His lordship over us and all creation (Ro. 

1:4; 14:9; I Cor. 12:3; Eph. 1:20-23; Phil. 2:11; Matt. 28:18; Acts 2:36; 10:36; 

Heb. 1:3; I Pet. 3:21-22). The second requisite is faith that God raised Him 

from the dead. We must believe in the resurrection and that through it God 

has acknowledged that Jesus is all that He claimed to be. As Calvin says, 

“the resurrection . . . bears witness to the efficiency and fruit of His 

death.” It shows that Christ didn’t just die, or die for His own sins, but that 

God accepted His death as a sacrifice for sin.  

 

Verse 10 provides corroboration between confession and faith to 

salvation. The reason that faith and confession are necessary is because it is 

faith that results in righteousness, and confession that results in salvation. 

It’s not Paul’s intent to say that confession and belief are the two 

necessities to be saved, rather, he is following the order of Deuteronomy 

30:14 (“the word is in your heart [in the heart man believes] and in your 

mouth [with the mouth he confesses]”) which he just quoted. Confession and 

belief are two different sides of the same thing.  

 

2. The Gospel was offered to all (10:11-15) 

 

Paul now quotes Isaiah 28:16 to substantiate what he has just said, 

namely, that faith alone is necessary for salvation.  

 

10:11 For the Scripture says, "WHOEVER BELIEVES IN HIM 

WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED (put to shame, humiliated, disgraced)." 

(Isa. 28:16) 

10:12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the 

same Lord is Lord of all, abounding in riches for all who call on Him; 

10:13 for "WHOEVER WILL CALL ON THE NAME OF THE LORD 

WILL BE SAVED."  (Joel 2:32) 

 

 These verses affirm two things; 1) that righteousness by faith is the 

method of salvation (whoever believes), and 2) that this method is universal 

in application (whoever believes).  
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 When Paul says that we will not be disappointed, he is a referring to 

our deliverance at the time of judgment.  

 

 Verse 12 unpacks what Paul means by “whoever” in verse 11. There is 

no difference in relation to the law or God whether one is a Jew or a Gentile. 

All men are equally under Christ’s dominion and have equal access to His 

mercy (cf. 3:29-30). Anyone without exception, anywhere, at any time, who 

calls upon the name of the Lord will be saved.  

 

The connection between Christ and God is implicit. In Joel 2:32 

(quoted in Ro 10:13) it is clearly YHWH who the Jews called upon for 

salvation. He is the Lord of all (10:12).  Yet verse 9 makes it clear that the 

Lord is Jesus and calling upon Him results in salvation. The Lord who saves, 

who is Lord of all, the Lord who is the source of salvation, is Jesus – God 

incarnate.  

 

10:14 How then will they call on Him in whom they have not 

believed? How will they believe in Him whom they have not heard? And 

how will they hear without a preacher? 

10:15 How will they preach unless they are sent? Just as it is 

written, "HOW BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET OF THOSE WHO BRING 

GOOD NEWS OF GOOD THINGS!" 

 

 Since salvation is available to all men, Paul turns to the responsibility 

of the believer toward the unsaved. “As invocation implies faith, as faith 

implies knowledge, knowledge instruction, and instruction an instructor, so it 

is plain that if God would have all men to call upon Him, He designed 

preachers to be sent to all, whose proclamation of mercy being heard, might 

be believed, and being believed might lead men to call upon the Lord and be 

saved.” (Hodge, 346). If God wills the end, He also wills the means to that 

end.  

 

The last part of verse 15 is a quote from Isaiah 52:7 which predicts a 

day when the one who brings the message of salvation will be heralded with 

great joy. The messenger’s feet are beautiful for they carry an invaluable 

treasure of the richness of the blessings of God freely given to all who 

receive it. 
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3. The Gospel was not Obeyed by all (10:16-21) 
 

10:16 However, they did not all heed the good news; for Isaiah 

says, "LORD, WHO HAS BELIEVED OUR REPORT?" 

 

Though the gospel was intended for Israel, all of Israel did not 

believe it. This supports Paul’s previous comments that not all of Israel are 

descendants of the promise (9:6).  

 

The Israelites in Paul’s day were no different from their ancestors. 

Isaiah asked, “Lord who has believed our report?” Then, as in Paul’s day, 

unbelief existed. 

 

10:17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of 

Christ. 

 

Verse 17 reverts back to Paul’s main theme: Salvation results from 

hearing and believing.  

 

10:18 (a) But I say, surely they have never heard, have they? 

 

Faith comes by hearing and hearing presupposes that something is 

heard. But someone may wonder if the Jews really had a chance to hear?  

 

Paul’s answer is decisive.  

 

10:18 (b) Indeed they have; "THEIR VOICE HAS GONE OUT 

INTO ALL THE EARTH, AND THEIR WORDS TO THE ENDS OF THE 

WORLD." 

 

The question “have they not heard?” is an indictment upon the nation. 

The gospel clearly revealed the will of God and His plan for salvation and it 

had been proclaimed far and wide.  

 

Paul is quoting from Psalm 19:1-6 which talks about God’s revelation in 

nature. The voices of creation which proclaim the existence of the Creator 

have “gone out into all the earth and their words to the ends of the world” 
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(cf. Ro. 1:20 ff). In the same way, the special revelation of God has been 

preached through the voices of those who share the gospel.  The Jews have 

heard it and are accountable for it.  

 

Israel shouldn’t have been in the dark about the gospel going to the 

nations, for both Moses (in Deut. 32:21) and Isaiah had spoken of this as 

10:19 and 20 show. 
 

10:19 Again I ask: Did Israel not understand? First, Moses says, 

"I will make you envious by those who are not a nation; I will make you 

angry by a nation that has no understanding" (Deut 32:21b). 

 

The words “again I ask” in verse 19 mark out a second point in the 

argument that Paul began in verse 18. There he showed that the Jews didn’t 

lack the opportunity to hear the gospel to be saved. Now he probes deeper 

into the nature of the Jews “hearing;” did they understand what they had 

heard?   

 

Paul answers from the Old Testament. Moses, in the Law, had 

predicted the time when the Gentiles would be included among the people of 

God and faithless Israel, the recipient of Divine wrath.  Their own 

Scriptures had already warned them that since they had chosen another 

god, God would choose another people. Therefore, they should have 

recognized God working through the gospel. Paul’s point is that they HAD 

understood the content of the message. Israel’s ignorance (v. 3) was not an 

innocent misunderstanding; it was willful rejection. 

 

But it was not only the law that anticipates Israel’s rejection of the 

gospel, the prophets bear witness to the same truth. 

 

10:20 And Isaiah boldly says, "I was found by those who did not 

seek me; I revealed myself to those who did not ask for me. (Isa. 65:1)" 

 

Isaiah 65 is speaking to the people of Israel, but Paul, as he has done 

with other OT texts (Hos. 1:10 and 2:23 in Ro. 9:25-26), applies it in 

principle to the Gentiles.  
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The same thought was echoed by Hosea:  ". . .  I will also have 

compassion on her who had not obtained compassion, And I will say to those 

who were not My people, 'You are My people!' And they will say, ‘You are my 

God!'" (Hos. 2:23; Ro. 9:25-26). 

 

10:21 But concerning Israel he says, "All day long I have held out 

my hands to a disobedient and obstinate people." 

 

Though Israel does not seek God, God continually stretches out His 

hand toward them. He continually offers grace. In love, He is awaiting their 

return, but they are unresponsive.  


