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Jesus had just calmed the storm and finished His trip across the northern part of the Sea of Galilee. He 

arrived in the Gadarenes, a Gentile district on the eastern shore of the lake. The specific city He went to 

is not mentioned. Immediately, He was met by two men oppressed by demons.  

 

Earlier in the chapter Jesus’ authority over disease and nature were seen. The theme of His authority 

still continues. In verses 28–34 Jesus has authority over the spirit world, and He is addressed in such a 

way that we are reminded that He is the final judge (8:29). In 9:1–8, He has the authority to forgive sin. 

8:28 When He came to the other side into the country of the Gadarenes, two men who were 

demon-possessed met Him as they were coming out of the tombs. They were so extremely 

violent that no one could pass by that way.  

8:29 And they cried out, saying, “What business do we have with each other, Son of God? 

Have You come here to torment us before the time?”  

8:30 Now there was a herd of many swine feeding at a distance from them.  

8:31 The demons began to entreat Him, saying, “If You are going to cast us out, send us into 

the herd of swine.”  

8:32 And He said to them, “Go!” And they came out and went into the swine, and the whole 

herd rushed down the steep bank into the sea and perished in the waters.  

8:33 The herdsmen ran away, and went to the city and reported everything, including what 

had happened to the demoniacs.  

8:34 And behold, the whole city came out to meet Jesus; and when they saw Him, they 

implored Him to leave their region.  

The men who came from the tombs are said to “be demonized” (δαιμονίζομαι), however, the most 

common expression is to “have a demon” (used 16 times in the NT; cf. Lk. 8:27 ἔχων δαιμόνια). This is 

not simply a primitive way of describing some sort of mental illness. Demons are living, personal, and 

rational spiritual beings that are capable of controlling someone’s mind and body. They can talk through 

the person’s vocal cords, create thoughts, and produce physical ailments. When someone is oppressed 

or controlled by a demon, the demon takes over and the person’s mind becomes passive to various 

degrees. 

In this case, the men were violent and at least one of them exhibited extreme symptoms of abnormal 

and psychotic behavior. The other gospel narratives focus on this individual who was likely the more 

prominent of the two. He is described as follows:  

• He was living in tombs (Lk. 8:27).   

• Mark 5:5 says he was constantly screaming day and night among the tombs and in the 

mountains. 

• He gashed himself with stones (Mk. 5:5). 

• He was so exceedingly violent that no one could pass by the road (Matt. 8:28). Mark 5:4 says, 

“no one was able to bind him anymore, even with a chain; because he had often been bound 

with shackles and chains, and the chains had been torn apart by him and the shackles” (cf. Lk. 

8:29). 

• He was naked for long periods of time, which is not only a state of shamelessness, but also 

resulted in exposure to the elements (Lk. 8:27).  
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• He had multiple demons and was often driven into the desert by them (Lk. 8:29). 

 

One might speculate that these men first approached Jesus with violent intent, for they had no idea who 

Jesus was. However, after approaching Jesus, the demons knew instantly and panicked saying, “What 

business do we have with each other, Son of God? Have You come here to torment us before the time?”  

 

In Luke 8:28, they call Jesus the “Son of the Most High God.” “Most High God” is El Elyon in Hebrew and 

means “Sovereign Lord.” Often in the Old Testament, “the Most High God” is followed by the statement, 

"possessor of heaven and earth."  Being face-to-face with Christ was terrifying. They knew that the Lord 

of heaven and earth stood before them in human form. They knew that He had the power and authority 

to sentence them to hell.  They feared that He had come to judge them before the time they had 

expected (Matt. 8:29).   

In Luke 8:30 Jesus spoke to the more prominent of the two and asked him his name. A demon in him 

answered, “My name is Legion.” Legion is not a name, rather, it describes a group of Roman soldiers 

that could number in the thousands. Since the number was imprecise, the expression was used to state 

that there were many. In fact, Mark 5:9 says just that: “My name is Legion; for we are many."  

Despite the demons’ numbers and power, it is clear who had the authority. In 8:29 the demons begged 

Jesus not to torment them. In Luke 8:31 they implored Him not to “command them to go away into the 

abyss.” They knew that whatever He commanded, they must do. They had no choice but to obey.  

At their request, Jesus sent them out and into some swine grazing nearby. They entered the pigs and 

drove them down the bank into the Sea of Galilee where they drowned. 

The incident provided visual proof that the demons had left the men at Jesus’ word, and also showed 

how great their numbers were. Most importantly, however, it demonstrated Jesus’ authority over the 

spirit world.  

The herdsmen were eyewitnesses and reported the event to those in the city and countryside. The 

townspeople found immediate confirmation of the herdsmen’s report.  The demoniacs were totally 

transformed, calmly sitting down, clothed, and in their right mind (Lk. 8:35). 

Just as Jesus’ power in calming the storm led to fear, so Jesus’ power over the demonic world led to 

fear. As a result, the townspeople asked Jesus to leave. (Some speculate that they asked Jesus to leave 

because He had just ruined their livelihood when the pigs died, but there is no mention of this at all. It 

seems more probable that they feared the power He possessed though it had been used for good.) 

Luke 8:38–39 adds that “the man from whom the demons had gone out was begging Him that he might 

accompany Him; but He sent him away, saying, ‘Return to your house and describe what great things 

God has done for you.’  So he went away, proclaiming throughout the whole city what great things Jesus 

had done for him.” 

This story tells more of the mission of the Messiah. 1 John 3:8 says, “The Son of God appeared for this 

purpose, to destroy the works of the devil.” Hebrews 2:14–15 says that Christ took upon Himself human 
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nature “that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the 

devil, and might free those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives.” Isaiah 61:1 

says that the Messiah was sent “to proclaim liberty to the captives, and to open the prison to those who 

are bound.” In Luke 11:20 Jesus said, “If I cast out demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom of 

God has come to you.”  The Bible often uses the arm of God as a metaphor for God’s power; Jesus can 

conquer the powers of darkness with a finger.   

“Jesus came into the world not only to save us from sin, but to save us from Satan. He came to eliminate 

our guilt and to eliminate our enemy. The Bible makes this very clear, starting in Genesis 3:15. Right 

after the fall, God said, “There will come one, the seed of a woman who will crush the serpent's head.” 

And while, for the time, Satan has freedom within the parameters of God's design to work his evil 

intentions in the world, along with all the demons who are equally free to assist him, the day will come 

when Satan will be crushed . . .” (MacArthur).  

 

9:1 Getting into a boat, Jesus crossed over the sea and came to His own city.  

9:2 And they brought to Him a paralytic lying on a bed. Seeing their faith, Jesus said to the 

paralytic, “Take courage, son; your sins are forgiven.”  

9:3 And some of the scribes said to themselves, “This fellow blasphemes.”  

Jesus and the disciples went back across the lake to Jesus’ own city, Capernaum (4:13).  

The healing of the paralytic is another demonstration of Jesus’ authority, but is only a subplot that opens 

the door to expose Jesus’ authority to forgive sin. Once again, Matthew condenses the account.  

Matthew 9:2 simply says, “they brought to Him a paralytic lying on a bed. Seeing their faith, Jesus said to 

the paralytic, ‘Take courage, son; your sins are forgiven.’” The Gospel of Luke adds more details to this 

familiar story. Luke 5 says, 

5:17 One day He was teaching; and there were some Pharisees and teachers of the law sitting 

there, who had come from every village of Galilee and Judea and from Jerusalem; and the 

power of the Lord was present for Him to perform healing. 

5:18 And some men were carrying on a bed a man who was paralyzed; and they were trying to 

bring him in and to set him down in front of Him. 

5:19 But not finding any way to bring him in because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and 

let him down through the tiles with his stretcher, into the middle of the crowd, in front of Jesus. 

 

“In order to understand the action these verses describe it is necessary to visualize the layout of a 

typical Palestinian peasant’s home. It was usually a small, one-room structure with a flat roof. Access to 

the roof was by means of an outside stairway. The roof itself was usually made of wooden beams with 

thatch and compacted earth in order to shed the rain. Sometimes tiles were placed between the beams 

and the thatch and earth laid over them” (Wessel, Luke, 632). 

 

The four men had brought their friend to the house, but seeing the crowds they realized that there was 

no way to enter the door. They then climbed up the stairway to the roof where they began to remove 
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the dirt and thatch, and pull up enough tiles for the paralytic to fit through. After opening a hole, they 

lowered him between the beams of the ceiling into the house.  

 

Seeing their faith, Jesus said to the paralytic, “Take courage, son; your sins are forgiven.” Jesus can see 

inward faith, but this is most likely the outward display of faith that is in view. The men had 

demonstrated remarkable persistence in getting to Jesus.  

 

The story assumes a connection between sin and sickness. In a Jewish context, sickness was thought to 

be a direct result of sin (see notes on Matthew 8:14–17).  Whether the paralysis was due to sin or not is 

not mentioned, but Jesus uses the effect of sin (the paralysis) as a stepping stone to draw attention to 

the man’s deepest need—forgiveness of sin. To be made whole, the man needed to be healed spiritually 

and physically.  

 

Some wonder why forgiving this man’s sin was considered blasphemous. We are called to forgive others 

and it is not blasphemous. The difference is that when we forgive, we are refusing to hold an offense 

against someone who committed a sin against us. However, we cannot remove their culpability and the 

guilt before God. Only God can do that. When Jesus forgave the man, we have no reason to think that 

the paralytic had sinned against Him. Thus, He was claiming to do what God alone can do. This is why 

the teachers of the law began to mutter among themselves over Jesus’ words. John the Baptist had 

been preaching a baptism of repentance and forgiveness of sin, but he didn’t claim to be the one 

forgiving people; rather, he preached repentance so that their sins would be forgiven. When Jesus said, 

“Your sins are forgiven,” He was exercising the prerogatives that belonged to God alone. If He were a 

mere man this would be blasphemous, for He would be demeaning God by elevating man’s capacities to 

that of God. This unspoken objection underscores what Matthew’s point really is; namely, Jesus acts 

with the power and authority of God to heal and forgive (see notes on Matt. 8:9). The Pharisees were 

exactly right in that only God could forgive sin; but they were exactly wrong in denying that Jesus had 

that authority.  

 

9:4 And Jesus knowing their thoughts said, “Why are you thinking evil in your hearts?  

9:5 Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up, and walk’?  

9:6 But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—

then He *said to the paralytic, “Get up, pick up your bed and go home.”  

Jesus “knew what they were thinking” and responded to them by asking, “Which is easier to say, ‘Your 

sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’?”  

 

From the perspective of ultimate reality, forgiveness of sin was the more difficult of the two; OT 

prophets healed; God alone can forgive sins. However, Jesus’ question is not about which is easier to do; 

it is about which is easier to say. It is easier to say, “your sins are forgiven,” for forgiveness cannot be 

seen, and therefore, cannot be verified. However, saying, “Get up, and walk” can be verified; either the 

paralytic would get up and walk or he wouldn’t. In that sense this is harder. Thus, if the “harder” of 

these two options can be demonstrated, the “easier” may be assumed to be possible also (France, 346).  
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The healing was evidence that Jesus could forgive sin, for it validated His claim that God’s favor rested 

upon Him. This wouldn’t be the case if He was a blasphemer. In other words, if Jesus had blasphemed 

when He told the paralytic that his sins were forgiven, then how could God possibly be granting Him the 

authority to perform this spectacular miracle? If Jesus has the authority to restore a paralytic to full 

health even after having assumed the prerogative of God to forgive sin, then who is to say that He does 

not have the authority to forgive sin as well?  

So the religious leaders are left with this question: if Jesus blasphemed in pronouncing forgiveness, 

where did He get the power to heal? (cf. Jn. 9:31). If God validated that what Jesus says is true through 

healing, then Jesus’ words about forgiveness must also be true.  

Even Jesus’ use of the “Son of a Man” title is designed to prompt reflection. Like the use in 

Matthew 8:20, it is purposely obscure: it could simply be a self-reference. But for anyone who 

remembers that one “like a son of man” receives a kingdom from God, the Ancient of Days, in 

Daniel 7, there is at least the potential of linking that promised kingdom with the authority to 

forgive sin. Certainly, Christians made the connection after the cross and resurrection; at this 

point, the use of the title was pregnant with meaning and vaguely troubling, but still too opaque 

for Jesus’ hearers to comprehend (Carson, ibid, 204, 205). 

 

9:7 And he got up and went home.  

 

Luke 5:25 says, “Immediately he got up before them, and picked up what he had been lying on, and 

went home glorifying God.” There was no time for atrophied muscles to strengthen, no rehab to learn 

how to walk; he just picked up his mat and walked off. The man stood up and everyone, including Jesus’ 

accusers, saw it.  

 

9:8 But when the crowds saw this, they were awestruck, and glorified God, who had given 

such authority to men. 

 

The crowds responded intuitively. They were filled with fear (not simply “awe,” as in the NIV). 

They were right to be afraid: we ought to fear the one who has the authority to forgive sins. 

They praise God in terms better than they understood: they praised God, Matthew records, 

“who had given such authority to men” (9:8). They see in Jesus a man; and they are right. They 

see in Him a man who exercises God’s authority to forgive sins; and again they are right. Exempt 

from the theological hang-ups of the more sophisticated teachers of the law, they intuitively 

draw some correct conclusions. But Matthew’s readers know more than the crowds he is 

describing. Unlike the crowds, the readers know that this particular man was virgin born, 

engendered of the Holy Spirit, and called Emmanuel, “God with us,” in fulfillment of prophecy 

(Matt. 1). They know that His purpose in coming was to “save His people from their sins” (1:21). 

Jesus is all the crowds said— and much more. God had indeed given this authority to men—not 

by simply delegating it to a particular mortal, but by sending His Son, virgin born, to become 

Emmanuel (Carson, ibid, 205). 


