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8:18 Now when Jesus saw a crowd around Him, He gave orders to depart to the other side of 

the sea.  

8:19 Then a scribe came and said to Him, “Teacher, I will follow You wherever You go.”  

8:20 Jesus *said to him, “The foxes have holes and the birds of the air have nests, but the Son 

of Man has nowhere to lay His head.”  

8:21 Another of the disciples said to Him, “Lord, permit me first to go and bury my father.”  

8:22 But Jesus *said to him, “Follow Me, and allow the dead to bury their own dead.” 

The first would-be disciple said that he wanted to follow Jesus, but the Lord’s reply indicates that he had 

no idea what that meant. Jesus had no interest in having followers unless they were genuine. Life with 

Jesus was difficult. It involved homelessness – something that even the animals did not experience. They 

had a place to rest; the Son of Man had none (8:20). Jesus bids the man to count the cost.  

The second prospective disciple was asked by Jesus to follow Him (Lk. 9:59), but he asked if he could first 

bury his father.  

There are two possibilities as to what this individual meant.  

1. The first view is to take this at face value and assume that the man’s father had just died. Burial of the 

dead was a religious duty which took precedence over all others, including the study of the law, killing 

the Passover sacrifice, and the observance of circumcision (Morris, 197).  Priests who could not normally 

touch a dead body were allowed to do so in the case of relatives (Lev. 21:1-3). To leave such a duty 

undone was scandalous to a Jew (Marshall, 411; Morris, 197). Therefore most who heard this request 

realized the man wasn’t just making some outlandish excuse for not following Jesus immediately. 

Considering that burials were usually finished within 24 hours, he was asking for a short delay.  

However, some insist that this is a western reading of the situation. They make the point that if the 

father had just died, the son wouldn’t have been on the road with Jesus – he would have been preparing 

for the funeral. This leads to a second view. 

2.The second view is that the idiom “Bury one’s father” was the standard way of expressing the son’s 

commitment to fulfill his duties to his father for the remainder of his father’s lifetime.  This would then 

be an indefinite postponement.  

 I lean toward the first interpretation because there is no substantial evidence offered to show that this 

was the case, and this takes a lot of reading in between the lines to conclude this. It’s hard to imagine 

that the simple words, “permit me first to go and bury my father” means, “I have future responsibilities 

to my family and cannot follow you until these responsibilities are completed.” 

Nevertheless, whichever the case may be, the conclusion is the same. When Jesus calls someone into 

discipleship nothing should get in the way – not even those things in life we deem most important. The 

point being, if Jesus demands that we follow Him over burying our parents, it’s hard to imagine anything 

greater that would get in the way of discipleship. To be a disciple of Jesus forfeits all other rights. As 

Jesus said in Matthew 10, “He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he 

who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who does not take his cross and 

follow after Me is not worthy of Me.” 
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In Luke, a third would-be disciple is mentioned who makes an offer to follow Jesus. However, he looks at 

discipleship as if it were a career with terms that could be negotiated. He said, "I will follow you, Lord; 

but first let me go back and say good-by to my family" (Lk. 9:61). Elisha was permitted to go say good-

bye to his parents before following Elijah (I Ki. 19:20), so the request wasn’t unreasonable (Marshall, 

411). But “negotiating” one’s discipleship negates the meaning of discipleship altogether. We cannot 

place ourselves under the Master’s will and at the same dictate our own terms of discipleship. Jesus 

said, "No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God." The 

kingdom has no room for those who look back once they have started forward (Morris, 199). 

These “barriers” are tests that bring to the surface that these would-be followers did not understand the 

value of Jesus. Jesus is infinitely more valuable than anything else, and if we understood that we would 

not hesitate in giving up anything and everything to follow Him. When forced to choose between family, 

possessions, or Christ, they decided that following Christ was not worth it. They thought they were 

committed, but they had not counted the cost. 

To criticize these would-be disciples robs the story of its focus. Jesus’ demands are new and 

radical, and these men could hardly have known that their requests would be countered so 

directly and emphatically. The point is not so much to rebuke the would-be disciple for having 

deficient desire as to warn about what association with Jesus involves, and to point out with 

rhetorical clarity the newness of the times that Jesus brings. (Bock, 983)  

 

Jesus is a realist. So in (Luke) 9:57-62, when people express the desire to follow Him, He wants 

to make it clear what following Him will entail. Whether Jesus calls the person or the person 

volunteers, one must know that following Him involves following one whom the world does not 

embrace. Prospective disciples must recognize that even sacred family duties are secondary to 

one's commitment to God. They must know that to ally oneself to Jesus means a break with 

one's past and its old ties. The highest priority is God's kingdom. Everything else pales in 

comparison. Such a commitment is what Jesus desires. Such commitment is suitable for the 

kingdom and renders one useful in its service. Though the road is not easy, the way down the 

road is clear. The disciple is to go forward and travel a straight path. One must look ahead with a 

singular dedication to the task and not look back. The task’s greatness requires that those who 

follow Jesus have a greater standard of dedication than did the great OT disciples, like Elisha. A 

great call demands a total response. Luke wants the reader to see this commitment. Following 

Jesus is a hard walk, but it is worth it, because it is a walk with God (Bock, 984, 985). 

 

 

The second group of miracles are found in 8:23-9:8, and are linked both geographically and thematically. 

Geographically they are connected to the crossing of the lake; thematically they continue to show the 

unparalleled authority of Jesus. Jesus’ authority is explicitly stated in 9:6, but also implied by the 

reaction of the disciples in 8:27 and the people in 8:34. Jesus has authority to quell a storm, expel 

demons, and forgive sin. The question in 8:27, “What kind of a man is this?” becomes ever more 

significant as the stories unfold.  
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Matthew is much more concise in these stories than we find in Mark for his purpose is not to tell the 

story’s details as much as emphasize Jesus’ authority.  

8:23 When He got into the boat, His disciples followed Him.  

8:24 And behold, there arose a great storm on the sea, so that the boat was being covered 

with the waves; but Jesus Himself was asleep.  

8:25 And they came to Him and woke Him, saying, “Save us, Lord; we are perishing!”  

8:26 He said to them, “Why are you afraid, you men of little faith?” Then He got up and 

rebuked the winds and the sea, and it became perfectly calm.  

8:27 The men were amazed, and said, “What kind of a man is this, that even the winds and the 

sea obey Him?” 

The theme of following Jeus continues. In 8:18-22 there were prospective disciples who did not follow 

Jesus. Matthew emphasizes in verse 23 that those who got into the boat “followed Him.”  

The story of Jesus calming the storm is dramatic and displays Jesus’ control over nature. In order to 

appreciate Jesus’ calming of the sea more fully we must remember the following points: 

1.  God’s purposes for the world include both delivering man from his sin and delivering the 

planet from sin’s effects. Romans 8 tells us that because sin entered the world, the creation was 

subjected to futility (Ro. 8:20), and that it groans and suffers (Ro. 8:22). But according to Romans 8:21, 

creation will be set free from its slavery to corruption. Jesus is the One who sets it free. We see 

glimmers of this when He calmed the storm. “The eschatological hope of the Christian is inescapably 

earthly in nature. God’s ultimate aim in the redemption of his people has always included the 

restoration of the natural creation” (Storms). 

2. Only God can control weather. He is Lord of the natural world. The Jewish people had this so 

ingrained in their thinking that instead of saying, “it rains,” they would say, “the LORD sends rain on the 

face of the earth” (1 Ki. 17:14) or, “He thunders with His majestic voice, and He does not restrain the 

lightnings when His voice is heard” (Job 37:4).  Even the wording reminds us of OT passages that speak 

of God’s control over wind and waves (Job 38:8-11; Psa. 65:5-8; 89:8-9). Note the similarity between 

Jesus’ calming of the sea and Psalm 107. 

Psalm 107:23-30 

23 Those who go down to the sea in ships, who do business on great waters; 

24 They have seen the works of the Lord, and His wonders in the deep. 

25 For He spoke and raised up a stormy wind, which lifted up the waves of the sea. 

26 They rose up to the heavens, they went down to the depths; Their soul melted away in their 

misery. 

27 They reeled and staggered like a drunken man, and were at their wits’ end. 

28 Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, and He brought them out of their distresses. 

29 He caused the storm to be still, so that the waves of the sea were hushed. 

30 Then they were glad because they were quiet, so He guided them to their desired haven. 

Lake Chinnereth in Galilee is usually referred to in the Bible as the Sea of Galilee.  It is thirteen miles long 

from north to south and seven or eight miles wide.  It is the lowest freshwater lake in the world at 682 
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feet below sea level. It is only thirty miles east of the Mediterranean Sea and is situated in a harp-shaped 

valley (thus the name Chinnereth, which means lyre or harp).   

The lake is about 150 feet deep at its deepest spots. At a depth of 50 ft. the temperature is about 60 

degrees. At 100 ft. the temperature drops another 10 degrees. The varying temperatures contribute to 

surface turbulence somewhat.  Because of the freshness of the water and the agitation of the lake, algae 

and fish flourish, but the lake was also used for transportation. 

To the north of the lake, the narrow Hula Valley leads to the headwaters of the Jordan River at the base 

of Mount Hermon – a 9,232 ft. mountain that dominates the landscape. Beyond this, the mountains of 

southern Lebanon rise 10,000 ft. above the surface of the water. Clean, clear water flows down the 

Jordan River as the snow from these mountains melt and fills up the lake. MacArthur comments that 

“Because the water is so pure, 50 percent of all drinking water in Israel comes from that lake, providing 

wondrously good water for all the inhabitants of Israel . .  .” East of the Sea of Galilee is a plateau known 

today as the Golan Heights that leads to the desert. The Golan Heights rise to an elevation of 3,000 ft. 

The drop to the Sea of Galilee is sheer in some places and sloped in others. The hills of Galilee, to the 

west of the lake, rise to a height of about 1,500 ft., making them about 2,182 ft. above the surface of 

the lake. The Jordan River flows out of the Sea of Galilee to the south and into the Dead Sea. Thus, three 

sides of the lake are surrounded with mountains ranging from 1,500 to 10,000 ft.  

Due to the uniqueness of the lake, there is a mix of wind and water that occurs like no other place in the 

world. Cool winds from the Mediterranean Sea blow from the west over the hills of Galilee. In the winter 

even colder winds come off the snow-capped Lebanese mountains. As they descend into the ravines 

along the shoreline, they compress and accelerate, blasting out upon the lake. From the east are the hot 

sirocco winds of the desert that blow over the Golan Heights.  

When the cold winds come down from the mountains, they generate what is known as katabatic winds 

(named from the Greek word κατάβασις [katabasis], meaning "descending"). A katabatic wind is simply 

a generic term for a wind that carries high density air from a higher elevation down a slope under the 

force of gravity. They blow down the mountains at night when the highlands radiate heat and are 

cooled. It is when these winds hit the warm air that they create what scientists call shear stress on the 

surface of the lake. This shear stress greatly agitates the water and can be almost hurricane force. Five 

to six foot waves aren’t unusual. In 1992 ten foot waves crashed over the sea wall into downtown 

Tiberias causing significant damage.  

The area is known for its rapid changes in weather. Barclay writes of the work of Dr. Christie, who spent 

years in Galilee.  Christie said, "That during these storms the winds would blow sometimes from all 

directions because once they hit the pocket and the bowl, then they would begin to spin and to whirl.” 

He further writes, “A company of visitors was standing on the shore at Tiberias, and, noting the glassy 

surface of the water and the smallness of the lake, they expressed doubts as to the possibility of such 

storms as those described in the gospels. Almost immediately the wind sprang up. In twenty minutes the 

sea was white with foam-crested waves. Great billows broke over the towers at the corners of the city 

walls, and the visitors were compelled to seek shelter from the blinding spray, though now two hundred 

yards from the lakeside” (Barclay, Gospel of Matthew, 323). 
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The story begins as Jesus decides to go across the lake. Dusk settles in as they begin their trip (Mk. 4:36) 

and soon darkness falls. As the air cools and the heat radiates from the land, things begin to happen; as 

afore mentioned, on Lake Galilee they happen fast. The fury of a storm begins to build as cold air begins 

plummeting down the mountains (Luke accurately says “a fierce gale of wind descended” – Lk. 8:23), 

hitting the surface of the lake in the darkness of night. Immediately, the calm waters turn into a mass of 

surging whitecaps with waves battering the boat with spray perhaps blowing hundreds of feet into the 

air.  

Luke describes the wind as a "fierce gale;" in Greek the word is used for a hurricane. Matthew 8:24 says, 

“behold, there arose a great storm on the sea, so that the boat was being covered with the waves.” 

Literally, Matthew describes the event as a σεισμὸς  μέγας (seismos megas), translated as “a great 

storm.”  MacArthur says, “Seismos is the word for quake.  Mega is the word for big, or massive.  

Matthew says it was a water-quake, which is a way of describing the violent, shaking agitation, and the 

massive waves generated by hurricane force winds” (Also see Block, 761 for the same observation).  

Their boat was in a frothing, foaming caldron of water that was too much for it to handle; water began 

filling the boat as they were tossed like a ragdoll in a washing machine. A number of the disciples were 

professional fisherman who had spent their whole lives on the sea, and even they saw this as a life-

threatening event.   

In their panic, the disciples go to Jesus and wake Him. Over the howl of the wind they say, “Save us, 

Lord; we are perishing!” The present tense verb “perishing” indicates continuous action: It is happening! 

It is upon us! We are perishing!  

Jesus rose from His sleep and said to them, “Why are you afraid, you men of little faith?”  

Jesus asks, “Why are you afraid, you men of little faith?” (Τί δειλοί ἐστε ὀλιγόπιστοι). 

The disciples had seen Jesus heal the sick and cast out demons, but when their own lives were at risk 

they suddenly forgot Jesus' power and who He seemed to be. They should have rested in Christ’s care. 

They had saving faith, but the faith they needed was an applied faith that functions in the midst of 

pressure. They needed the faith that has a depth of understanding that can be drawn upon in difficult 

times (Block, 763). But more than this; they should have had a sense and perception of who He was.  

Then Jesus got up and rebuked the winds and the sea, and it became perfectly calm. Mark 4:39 says that 

Jesus said to the sea, “’Hush, be still.’  And the wind died and it became perfectly calm.” In Greek, Mark’s 

choice of words means, "Keep silent, say nothing, make no sound, stop speaking, be or become quiet" 

(BAGD, 752). When God created the world He said, “Let there be light and there was light” (Gen. 1:3).  

At His spoken word light came into existence. In a similar way, when Jesus spoke, nature obeyed His 

voice. “The wind and the sea recognized the voice of their Creator and they responded, the same way 

disease responded when He rebuked it, the same way demons responded when He rebuked them, the 

same way death responded when it yielded up its victim, the same way fish responded when He 

commanded them to go to a certain place” (MacArthur).   
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Matthew simply says, “It became perfectly calm.” Luke says, "the storm subsided, and all was calm." In 

Luke, the Greek Aorist tense used here indicates that the storm and waves ceased immediately.  A great 

calm set in.  

The surface of the lake turned to glass; the air was still. The water was no longer flooding the boat; in 

fact, the boat wasn’t moving at all in the placid water. They were completely safe. Yet, the Bible says 

they were fearful.  Their fear was no longer the fear of the loss of life; it was fear due to the power they 

had seen displayed. Jesus transcended the capacity of a man. When the wind and the waves obeyed His 

voice, the disciples knew He had done something that only God can do. One question now consumed 

their thoughts: " What kind of a man is this, that even the winds and the sea obey Him?" 

The question is deliberately left unanswered. It is for the reader to ponder. Who is Jesus? Can a mere 

man command the wind and waves to obey him? 

 

 

 

 

 

 


