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In my notes on Matthew 24:1-14 I gave four different perspectives that people have in interpreting 

Matthew 24 and 25. The preterist-futurist view seems to account best for the many difficulties of the 

passage. One essential of this view is the belief that some prophecy has multiple fulfillments.  

An example of this is Isaiah 7:14: “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be 

with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel.”  

In its original setting,  

The Lord is speaking to King Ahaz (who ruled from 743-715 BC) of Judah, challenging him to ask 

for a sign to confirm God’s promise that He would destroy the two kings from the lands of the 

north that were currently threatening Judah (Isa. 7:10–11) . . . Ahaz protests that he would not 

test the Lord (Isa. 7:12), but Isaiah, speaking for God, berates Ahaz for trying God’s patience 

with his reply, probably recognizing his insincerity (Isa.7:13). Then comes the famous prophecy 

of the imminent birth of a child to a woman of marriageable age (Heb. alma; ַעְלָמה) . . . The child 

would be God’s sign (Isa. 7:14). Before the child is old enough to know the difference between 

right and wrong, the lands of the dreaded kings will be laid waste (Isa.7:15–16) . . . (Blomberg, 

Commentary on the New Testament use of the Old Testament, 4; also see Wood, A Survey of 

Israel’s History, 355).  

So, the prophecy had a fulfillment in the days of Ahaz. However, the prophecy had a second, greater 

fulfilment as well. In writing of the virgin conception of Jesus, Matthew says, “all this took place to fulfill 

what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall be with child and shall bear 

a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,” which translated means, “God with us” (Matt. 1:22, 23).  

In short, there was a dual fulfillment. There was a short-term fulfillment in relationship to Ahaz (given 

the explicit statements of Isaiah 7:15–16) and more significant fulfillment that came later in the person 

of Christ. Conceived of a virgin, Jesus is a messianic King but also the embodiment of the divine presence 

among His people. He is literally, Immanuel (God with us).  

In the same way, the prophecy in Matthew 24:15-28 has a dual fulfilment.  

Secondly, when we read the disciples’ twofold question, (1) “when will the temple be destroyed and (2) 

what will be the sign of Your coming and of the end of the age?” (24:3) it becomes apparent that Jesus’ 

answer uses “prophetic foreshortening.”  Prophetic foreshortening is when some prophecies speak of 

events that are separated from each other in time as if they were very close together. In Matthew 24 

Jesus speaks of the destruction of Jerusalem and His second coming as if they were one event although, 

in realty, they have now been separated by more than two-thousand years. This is also characteristic of 

the Old Testament prophets. 

As Hodge writes, 

. . .  in the Old Testament, the Messianic period is described as a whole. The fact that the 

Messiah was to come and establish an everlasting kingdom which was to triumph over all 

opposition, and experience a glorious consummation, is clearly foretold. All these events were, 

so to speak, included in the same picture; but the perspective was not preserved. The 

prophecies were not intended to give the chronological order of the events foretold. Hence the 

consummation of the Messiah’s kingdom is depicted as in immediate proximity with His 
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appearance in the flesh. This led almost all the Jews, and even the disciples of Christ themselves, 

before the day of Pentecost, to look for the immediate establishment of the Messiah’s kingdom 

in its glory.  

24:15 “Therefore when you see the abomination of desolation which was spoken of through 

Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place (let the reader understand),  

24:16 then those who are in Judea must flee to the mountains. 

In Matthew 24:1-14 Jesus spoke about characteristics of the age between His first and second comings-  

one is tribulation (24:9). Tribulation indicates that there will be opposition to the kingdom of God by 

God’s enemies. In Matthew 5:10–12 Jesus also spoke of tribulation and persecution of the people of 

God; He said, “Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is 

the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all 

kinds of evil against you because of Me. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in 

the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” Tribulation happens to believers in 

every age.  

However, Matthew 24:15-28 records a particularly severe tribulation prophesied in Daniel called the 

abomination of desolation.  

The context for this prediction is as follows. In Matthew 23:37-38 Jesus said, “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, . . . 

your house is being left to you desolate!” This was a pronouncement that God was abandoning the 

temple. This leads naturally to the prediction of its destruction (24:1-2). The disciples then ask about 

when this would happen (Matt. 24:3). Luke 21:20 gives the most straightforward answer: “when you see 

Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then recognize that her desolation is near.” That is, it would happen in 

their lifetime. They would see Jerusalem surrounded by armies. Matthew calls this desolation “the 

abomination of desolation” that was predicted in the Book of Daniel. 

There are three passages in the book of Daniel which speak of the abomination of desolation - Daniel 

9:27; 11:31 and 12:11. 

The abomination of desolation in Daniel has multiple fulfilments.  

First, it is understood by many as referring to the desecration of the Jerusalem temple by Antiochus 

Epiphanes (as Dan. 11:31 makes clear), the Syrian king who oppressed the Jews and overthrew their 

laws in 168 BC. Antiochus profaned the temple by dedicating it to the Greek god Zeus; he also took away 

the continual burnt offering, substituting it with pagan sacrifices (including a pig); he even placed a 

pagan altar on top of the altar of burnt offering (Hoekema, The Bible and The Future, 155). This led to 

the Maccabean revolt (167-164 BC; Blomberg, Commentary on the New Testament Use of the Old 

Testament, 86). 

However, in Matthew 24:15-16 Jesus said, “when you see the abomination of desolation which was 

spoken of through Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place . . . flee.” When Jesus spoke in 

Matthew 24 the desecration of the temple by Antiochus Epiphanes had already occurred. Yet Jesus is 

speaking of the abomination of desolation as a future event.  

This second fulfillment of Daniel’s prophecy is most likely the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD, when 

the Roman emperor Titus and his armies entered the holy city with banners containing the image of the 
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emperor – an image which was worship by the Romans of that day. Jesus tells His disciples they will see 

this event (“when you see the abomination of desolation”) and Matthew says, “let the reader 

understand” implying that his readers will also be alive when it happens. In addition, verses 17ff. 

describe situations that would be present in that culture and time.  

Jesus predicted the impending destruction would be so terrible that when people saw the time 

approaching, they needed to leave Jerusalem in haste.  

Luke 21 records Jesus saying, 

21:20 "But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then recognize that her desolation is 

near. 

21:21 "Then those who are in Judea must flee to the mountains, and those who are in the midst 

of the city must leave, and those who are in the country must not enter the city; 

21:22 because these are days of vengeance, so that all things which are written will be fulfilled. 

Those in Judea are to flee into the mountains for the siege of the city will affect the whole region. 

Fleeing to the mountains for safety is a common Old Testament and apocalyptic image (Gen. 19:17, 19; 

Judg. 6:2; 1 Sam. 23:19; 26:1; 1 Kings 22:17; Isa. 15:5; Jer. 16:16; 49:8; Ezek. 7:16; Amos 5:19–20; Zech. 

14:5). Jesus also mentions that those in the city should leave, and those in the country should not enter 

it. 

Luke 21:22 makes it clear that the fall of Jerusalem is the judgment of God.  Jesus calls it “days of 

vengeance.”  God judged the city for Israel’s failure to respond to the day of visitation. 

Luke 19:41-44 reads,  

19:41 When He approached Jerusalem, He saw the city and wept over it,  

19:42 saying, “If you had known in this day, even you, the things which make for peace! But now 

they have been hidden from your eyes.  

19:43 For the days will come upon you when your enemies will throw up a barricade against you, 

and surround you and hem you in on every side,  

19:44 and they will level you to the ground and your children within you, and they will not leave 

in you one stone upon another, because you did not recognize the time of your visitation.” 

The idea of “visitation” presents two aspects, one of pardon (Luke 1:68; Luke 1:78; Luke 7:16), the other 

of chastisement (1Peter 2:12). In this case, God had answered Israel’s prayers for salvation and peace by 

sending them the Savior, the Prince of Peace (Isa. 9:6-7). It was a time of merciful visitation, but they 

rejected Him. Their failure resulted in blindness. Instead of peace, they would receive destruction. The 

city will collapse under siege. See 1 Kings 9:6-9 and Daniel 9:26. 

“Desolation” (Lk. 20:21) is an accurate way to describe what actually happened to Jerusalem when the 

Roman armies invaded. Josephus, a historian who witnessed the destruction of Jerusalem and the 

desecration of the temple after a four-year siege described the horror. The famine was so severe that 

mothers ate their children. Rival groups within the city slaughtered one another and desecrated the 

temple long before the Roman troops breached the walls of the city. The entire populace was either 

slaughtered or sold into slavery in the city was burned or raised to the ground. He estimated that 1.1 

million Jews were killed and 97,000 taken captive when Jerusalem fell. 
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However, the relationship between "then the end shall come" in Matthew 24:14 and " Therefore when 

you see the abomination of desolation ..." in 24:15 seems to indicate that the end of the age and Christ's 

coming is also being addressed. Thus, the prophecy of Daniel will be fulfilled yet again in a greater way.  

24:17 Whoever is on the housetop must not go down to get the things out that are in his 

house.  

24:18 Whoever is in the field must not turn back to get his cloak.  

24:19 But woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those days! 

24:20 But pray that your flight will not be in the winter, or on a Sabbath.  

The urgency in fleeing quickly is expressed in verses 17-20. 

In the first century, people used the roof of the house for living quarters. They would relax on the roof 

on hot evenings when temperatures inside seemed unbearable. If someone got word that the time of 

Jerusalem’s destruction was about to start their natural tendency would be to go inside and quickly pack 

some things before leaving. In the same way if someone was working in a field who had stripped himself 

of his cloak for work, the tendency would be to go and retrieve it before fleeing. But Jesus warns not to 

be concerned about keeping anything, even one’s clothing. Once Jerusalem is under siege it would be 

too late.  

Pregnant women and those with infants would suffer due to the difficulty in fleeing quickly. Flight in the 

winter, or on a Sabbath would also hinder travel. 

Although Jesus describes the events in terms of the people of Israel and life in Judah, the details should 

not be taken in strict literalness. In the tribulation that comes prior to Christ’s return, these same 

circumstances and customs may not exist.  

As Ridderbos says,  

The prophet paints the future in the colors and with the lines that he borrows from the world 

known to him, i.e., from his environment . . . We see the prophets paint the future with the 

pallet of their own experience and project the picture within their own geographical horizon. 

This appears in the Old Testament prophets in all kinds of ways. And in our opinion, this is also 

the explanation of Jesus description of the future. He follows the Old Testament most closely, 

and not only is the temporal perspective lacking at the end, but the geographical horizon within 

which the eschatological events take place is also restricted in some places to the country of 

Judea or the cities of Israel (quoted by Hoekema, 149).  

24:21 For then there will be a great tribulation, such as has not occurred since the beginning of 

the world until now, nor ever will.  

24:22 Unless those days had been cut short, no life would have been saved; but for the sake of 

the elect those days will be cut short. 

Without any grammatical signal, verses 21 and 22 move from the destruction of Jerusalem to the 

eschatological tribulation, the former being a type of the latter.  

Note the intensity of Matthew 24:21–22. The words “such as has not occurred since the beginning of 

the world until now, nor ever will” and the shortening of the days for the sake of the elect indicate that 

Jesus is predicting a tribulation so great that it will surpass any similar tribulation which may have 
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preceded it. The stress on the unparalleled nature of this judgment does not seem to be exhausted by 

the A.D. 70 destruction, as severe as it was. 

“Jesus is here looking beyond the tribulation in store for the Jews at the time of the destruction of 

Jerusalem to a final tribulation which will occur at the end of the age. For according to verses 29 and 30 

Jesus goes on to indicate that this “great tribulation” will immediately precede His second coming” 

(Hoekema, The Bible and the Future, 150): “But immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun 

will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from the sky, and the powers 

of the heavens will be shaken. And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all 

the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with 

power and great glory.” 

We conclude, then, that the sign of tribulation is not restricted to the end time, but 

characterizes the entire age between Christ’s two comings. Because of the continued opposition 

of the world to the kingdom of God, Christians must expect to suffer tribulation and persecution 

of one kind or another during this entire age. On the basis of Jesus words in Matthew 24:21–30, 

however, it would appear that there will also be a final, climactic tribulation just before Christ 

returns. This tribulation will not be basically different from earlier tribulations which God’s 

people had to suffer, but will be an intensified form of those earlier tribulations (Hoekema, 150, 

15). 

In sum, the A.D. 70 destruction of Jerusalem betokens and anticipates the ultimate eschatological time 

of the end. We may therefore expect that there will be a third major fulfillment of the abomination of 

desolation found in Daniel’s prophecy. This final fulfillment will take place at the end of the age and will 

involve the antichrist who, in the words of 2 Thessalonians 2:4 “opposes and exalts himself above every 

so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as 

being God.” 


