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Jesus’ ministry in Galilee ended in Matthew 18:35. 19:1-2 says, “When Jesus had finished these words,
He departed from Galilee and came into the region of Judea beyond the Jordan; and large crowds
followed Him, and He healed them there.”

[For comments on Matthew 19:1-12 see my notes on Luke 16.14-18]

19:13 Then some children were brought to Him so that He might lay His hands on them and
pray; and the disciples rebuked them.
19:14 But Jesus said, “Let the children alone, and do not hinder them from coming to Me; for
the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.”
19:15 After laying His hands on them, He departed from there.

As Jesus and the disciples were traveling toward Jerusalem, some children were brought to Jesus so that
He might lay His hands on them and pray for them.

The laying on of hands is a mark of blessing that appears in a number of biblical contexts. People laid
hands on others for healing. It was also an appropriate gesture when commissioning someone for a
special responsibility. It was even used in conveying the Holy Spirit. In view of such wide usage, it’s not
appropriate to try to assign a specific meaning to this more than it being a mark of blessing that
accompanied prayer. The request here may be compared with the practice of bringing children to the
elders for blessing, strengthening, and prayer in the evening following the Day of Atonement (France,
727).

However, the disciples rebuked the children, evidently assuming that they had no claim to their Master’s
attention. But children matter in the kingdom of heaven. In fact, the kingdom of heaven belongs to
people like them (19:14).

Mark 10:15 adds, “Truly I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child will not
enter it at all.”

In Matthew 18:3-5 Jesus had said, “Truly I say to you, unless you are converted and become like children,
you will not enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever then humbles himself as this child, he is the greatest
in the kingdom of heaven. And whoever receives one such child in My name receives Me.”

To receive the kingdom (Mk. 10:15) means to welcome God’s rule, to be a willing subject of God, gladly
embracing it. To receive the kingdom of God “as a little child” is to receive it after the manner of a child.
In Matthew 18 Jesus said people need to be converted and become like children in humility. But what it
means in Matthew 19 is not specified. Jesus could mean that people need to be humble as in Matthew
18, but He could also mean that people need to receive the kingdom with the simplicity and faith that
children have.  If the latter is the case, the following story makes a fitting contrast.

19:16 And someone came to Him and said, “Teacher, what good thing shall I do that I may
obtain eternal life?”
19:17 And He said to him, “Why are you asking Me about what is good? There is only One who
is good; but if you wish to enter into life, keep the commandments.”
19:18 Then he *said to Him, “Which ones?” And Jesus said, “You shall not commit murder; You
shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness;
19:19 Honor your father and mother; and You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”
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The parallel passage in Luke 18:18-19 reads, “A ruler questioned Him, saying, “Good Teacher, what shall I
do to inherit eternal life?” And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good except God
alone. While Matthew 19:16-17 says that the man said, “Teacher, what good thing shall I do that I may
obtain eternal life?” to which Jesus replied, “Why are you asking Me about what is good? There is only
One who is good.”

First, it should be obvious that the words of Jesus recorded in the NT are not necessarily Jesus’ exact
words. At times they simply give the gist of what Jesus said or summarize what might have been a much
longer conversation. Of course, all Scripture is inspired by God, so what is recorded is perfectly accurate
and is what God wants us to know.

Some people see these differences as reasons to question the accuracy of the Bible. But such a
conclusion is unwarranted.  Even today, when people report on subjects there may be differences in the
detail that reflect the Interests and purposes of the reporters. That is, each chooses and narrates his
material in a manner which is consistent with his purposes. What one reports, another might pass over
altogether without falsity occurring in either account. In such cases the contradictions are apparent, not
real.

Putting the two stories together gives us a fuller picture of the conversation that took place. It appears
that the man called Jesus “good” (Lk. 18:18) and wanted to know what “good thing” he must do to
obtain eternal life.

In Luke, it seems that Jesus was attempting to draw from the ruler the implications of calling Him good.
Jesus wasn’t denying that He was good, nor was He denying that He was God. Rather, He was stressing
that if He was good, then He had something in common with God who is good. However, if the ruler did
not think there was anything in common between Jesus and God, he shouldn’t be so careless with his
words. If the man thought of Jesus as an earthly teacher, why did he give Him the lofty honor of calling
Him “good”?

In Matthew, goodness is applied to human activity. In the case of men, the term “good” is relative; only
God can do good in an absolute sense. The best man can do is “keep the commandments”.

19:20 The young man *said to Him, “All these things I have kept; what am I still lacking?”
19:21 Jesus said to him, “If you wish to be complete, go and sell your possessions and give to
the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.”
19:22 But when the young man heard this statement, he went away grieving; for he was one
who owned much property.

The man recognized that there was more to serving God than just keeping the commandments, for he
had kept them, but felt something was still missing: “All these things I have kept; what am I still
lacking?” He wanted to be complete (τέλειος) (France, 734).

To that Jesus replied, “If you wish to be complete (τέλειος), go and sell your possessions and give to the
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me” (19:21). It now becomes clear that
something far more reaching than following the law was required to obtain life - the man needed to
follow Jesus. Only this would make him complete.

“Go and sell your possessions and give to the poor . . . “
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People speculate as to why Jesus put such a strict demand on this man’s life. Of course, in principle every
disciple should be willing to give up all to follow Jesus, but that was not always required. Zacchaeus, for
example, gave away half of his wealth and made restitutions (Lk. 19:8), but there was no mention that
that still wasn’t enough, he needed to give up everything. Some suggest that Jesus saw a spiritual
problem in that the man had an unhealthy attachment to wealth. That could be true, but isn’t stated.

The same story as it is written in Mark says, “Teacher, I have kept all these things from my youth up.”
Then it says, “Looking at him, Jesus felt a love for him and said to him, ‘One thing you lack: go and sell
all you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.’”  (Mk.
10:20-21). Whatever reason Jesus had for making such a demand, Mark assures us that it was motivated
by love.

The man had come to Jesus seeking to gain eternal life. He had already set his life on a good course by
diligently following the law. He seemed to be blessed by God. Nevertheless, he sensed that there was
something lacking. If Jesus would just tell him, he could climb the last step on the ladder and enter the
kingdom.

The problem was that the man had assumed that he could do something to gain eternal life. He assumed
there was something that he could add to the life that he had already built to make it complete. But
Jesus demanded more than the man had ever imagined. He told him that he was on a completely wrong
road. He was far from entering the kingdom. Eternal life isn’t something you can obtain by doing; it is
something you must receive. It would only be his if he followed Jesus.

Jesus knew that selling all he had and following Him would be the most difficult thing the man could do,
but it was the thing that he needed to be complete in his relationship with God. Giving up material
wealth was not the secret to eternal life; it was only the introduction to a new way of life as a disciple of
Jesus (France, 735).

The young man he went away grieving (19:22a).

This young man will serve as an object lesson for the spiritual problems of the affluent.

19:23 And Jesus said to His disciples, “Truly I say to you, it is hard for a rich man to enter the
kingdom of heaven.
19:24 Again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a
rich man to enter the kingdom of God.”
19:25 When the disciples heard this, they were very astonished and said, “Then who can be
saved?”
19:26 And looking at them Jesus said to them, “With people this is impossible, but with God
all things are possible.”

The encounter with the rich man becomes a springboard for Jesus to address the dangers that the rich in
general face (19:23). It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for the rich to enter
the kingdom of God.

Some have said that verse 24 is a reference to a pedestrian gate in the wall that surrounded Jerusalem
called “the eye of the needle”. This gate was so small, a camel had to take the load off its back and get
down on its knees to get through. They understand Jesus to be saying that rich people can only enter the
kingdom if they divest themselves of all and fall on their knees before God. However, such an



4
Ted Kirnbauer Matthew 19:13-30 10/03/2021

interpretation is fanciful. There is no historical evidence that such a gate even existed and the context
will not allow such an interpretation. When the disciples asked, “Who can be saved?” Jesus replied,
“With people this is impossible”. The illustration of the camel and the eye of the needle is a dramatic
way of saying it is impossible for people to enter into life by their own effort. However, what people
cannot do, God can, since all things are possible with Him.

Here was a man who was moral, sincere, and humble. The Jews viewed prosperity as a blessing received
by God for living a life that pleased Him. By modern standards, any religious leader should want to have
this man as a member of their group. But Jesus seemed to make it as hard as possible for him.

The disciples were stunned. If someone like this was excluded from the kingdom, what hope could the
rest of humanity have?

But Jesus did not conclude that no one could be saved; rather, that salvation is ultimately a matter for
God in whom all things are possible. This is one more verse that demonstrates the necessity of God’s
intervention in someone’s life for them to be saved. People are incapable of choosing God. But God can
change them.

19:27 Then Peter said to Him, “Behold, we have left everything and followed You; what then
will there be for us?”

19:28 And Jesus said to them, “Truly I say to you, that you who have followed Me, in the
regeneration when the Son of Man will sit on His glorious throne, you also shall sit upon
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.
19:29 And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children
or farms for My name’s sake, will receive many times as much, and will inherit eternal life.
19:30 But many who are first will be last; and the last, first.

Peter, seeking reassurance about his own entrance into the kingdom, reminded Jesus that they had left
everything and followed Him – exactly what He had asked this man to do.

Although the disciples were still thinking in terms of what they had done as meriting reward, Jesus did
not scold them but instead assured them that they will be blessed with much more than they had to
sacrifice.

First, Jesus says that The Twelve will share in His triumph at the regeneration – that is, at the restoration
of order in the universe when Christ comes victoriously in great glory. At that time the Son of Man shall
sit upon the throne of His glory to judge the world. The disciples will also sit on thrones and will judge
the nation of Israel (presumably for its rejection of Messiah). To sit on a throne is most likely figurative
and denotes a position of power and honor, and means here that they would be distinguished above
others, and be more highly honored and rewarded.

Secondly, Jesus tells them that everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or
children or farms for His name’s sake, will receive many times as much.

As Gill says,

Not that believing in Christ, and professing His name, necessarily requires a parting with all
worldly substance, and natural relations, but when these things stand in competition with Christ,
He is to be loved and preferred before them; and believers are always to be ready to part with
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them for His sake. . . All these things are to be relinquished, rather than Christ, and His Gospel;
and such who shall be enabled, through divine grace, to do so, shall receive a hundred-fold.

The promise of a hundredfold return is figurative as well. We are not to look forward to a hundredfold of
houses, or wives, or husbands, or children. Rather, it means what we give up we will receive much more
in spiritual things: the love of God, the presence of Christ, the comfort of the Holy Spirit, the communion
of saints, and the joys and pleasures felt in the enjoyment of these things (Gill).

Lastly, the disciples will also be given the greatest gift of all – they will inherit eternal life!  All other
inheritances fade and perish, houses fall, relations die, friends fail, and lands and estates do not
continue, but those who follow Christ are favored with His presence here, and shall enjoy eternal glory
and happiness with Him in the age to come.

By contrast, those who possess power and blessing now (the rich) will have nothing then. “The first will
be last; and the last, first.” Contrary to popular belief, those in the world who are in positions of
prominence and honor now will be last in the world to come, while sinners and those with the least
esteem who embrace the Messiah will be first as the parable in the following chapter illustrates.

CONCLUSION:

Jesus wants us to give up the things apart from God that we believe will give us joy, security, and power
and replace it with Himself. True joy, security, and power are found in Him. Entering the kingdom isn’t
achieved by adding a little more goodness to our lives; it involves being willing to part with all we have to
make way for something utterly new. If we give all for Christ, we will have treasure in heaven which
vastly exceeds anything we have here. Most of all, we will have God as our portion forever.

As John Newton wrote

Since I have known the Savior’s name
And what for me he bore;
No more I toil for empty fame,
I thirst for gold no more.

Placed by his hand in this retreat,
I make his love my theme;
And see that all the world calls great,
Is but a waking dream.


