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During the period covered by this narrative section (13:54–17:27), Jesus and the disciples have crossed 

the lake to the area of the Decapolis and returned (chapter 14), then traveled northwest to Tyre and 

Sidon and east to Gentile territory along the Sea of Galilee (chapter 15). Since then, they remained in the 

area of the lake, first at Magadan near Tiberius (15:39) and then 20 miles north of Galilee to the region of 

Caesarea Philippi (16:13-17:23) and then back to Jesus’ and Peter’s hometown of Capernaum (17:24) 

(Osborne, 662). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus Foretells His Death 

16:21 From that time Jesus began to show His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and 

suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised 

up on the third day.  

16:22 Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This shall 

never happen to You.”  

16:23 But He turned and said to Peter, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to 

Me; for you are not setting your mind on God’s interests, but man’s.” 

Ever since Peter declared that Jesus was the Christ, Jesus began to talk more and more clearly about the 

future (16:21; 17:12, 22, etc.). This is not the first time that Jesus has alluded to His death (9:15; 10:38; 
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12:40), but it is the first time that He discusses it openly with His disciples. Jesus said He MUST (δεῖ) go 

to Jerusalem, suffer, and be killed. But He would also rise again on the third day.  

On the one hand, the disciples understood exactly what Jesus was saying, for if they hadn’t, Peter would 

not have rebuked Jesus, and the disciples would not have started to think that Jesus must be speaking 

non-literally. On the other hand, they understood very little. 

Peter’s response was very strong: “God forbid it, Lord! This shall never happen to You.” The arrogance is 

astounding. He had just confessed that Jesus was the Messiah, but then in the next breath he acts as if 

he knew of the will of God better than Jesus did. 

“Began to rebuke Him” in 16:22 suggests that Peter wasn’t able to say all that he wanted to say; he only 

got so far before Jesus cut him off.  

Jesus told Peter: 

1. “Get behind Me, Satan!” - Peter’s thoughts were satanic in nature. Peter’s suggestion that Jesus 

become the Messianic king without suffering was basically the same suggestion that Satan had 

made in the desert in Matthew 4:8-9. 

2. “You are a stumbling block to Me” - Peter “the rock” had become a “stumbling block” to Jesus 

fulfilling His messianic mission by planting the thought that Jesus need not die.  Peter needed to 

get out of Jesus’ way. 

3. “You are not setting your mind on God’s interests, but man’s” - Peter assumed that he knew 

God’s plan for Jesus and that plan did not include Him being killed. He did not know the mind of 

God, so he reasoned as men reason. Peter’s sermon in Acts 2 is a refreshing reminder of the 

transformation that took place in him after the resurrection (See especially Acts 2:22-24). 

The Cost of Discipleship 

16:24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny 

himself, and take up his cross and follow Me.  

16:25 For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it; but whoever loses his life for My sake 

will find it.  

16:26 For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what 

will a man give in exchange for his soul?  

16:27 For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and will 

then repay every man according to his deeds. 

16:28 “Truly I say to you, there are some of those who are standing here who will not taste 

death until they see the Son of Man coming in His kingdom.” 

Talk about Jesus’ death leads to a discussion about discipleship.  Jesus had said, “A disciple is not above 

his teacher, nor a slave above his master. It is enough for the disciple that he become like his teacher, 

and the slave like his master” (10:24-25a).  Peter had set his mind on man’s interests, not God’s. He had 

denied that death could possibly be part of God’s plan for the Messiah. He now learns the hard truth 

that not only must Jesus be crucified but anyone who wishes to be Jesus’ disciple must also follow in His 

path.  
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The demand to take the cross is clearly metaphorical, but it was nevertheless shocking. In Jesus’ day 

crucifixion was reserved for criminals, slaves, and traitors. No Roman citizen could be crucified without 

explicit sanction from Caesar. It was universally a sign of shame, torture, and death.  

“Carrying one’s cross” is not a reference to every minor disappointment we face, as it is used today, but 

to literal death. A disciple must consider the fact that he may be killed if he decides to follow Jesus. 

“Whoever wishes to save his life (by refusing to take the cross) will lose it (in eternity); but whoever 

loses his life for My sake (that is, whoever takes the cross) will find it (in the age to come).”  

By way of application, taking the cross is primarily giving up our physical lives, if necessary, for Christ –

but it is also dying to self-interest, personal desires and plans, and relinquishing time and material 

possessions for the service of Christ.  

Veres 26 gives the rationale as to why giving up your life now is the wisest course to follow. “The Lord 

looks back to the details of each life as the factors of the final sum of gain or loss” (Vincent). As Jesus 

says, “What will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul?” (16:26a) But even if 

someone had the whole world to give, and would give it, it would not be a sufficient to ransom his soul 

from death (16:26b).  

Thus, gaining eternal life is the first incentive for taking up the cross.  Avoiding judgment is the second.  

Someday Jesus will come in the glory of His Father with His angels and will judge all of humanity, 

repaying each person according to what they have done (16:27). Better to die now and live then, than to 

live now and be condemned for eternity.  

In verses 24-27 Jesus spoke about the prospect of death. In verse 28 He says not all of them will taste 

death before he comes in His kingdom.  

Verse 28 has many issues bound to it. Since the kingdom is a rule, not a place, the verse can have a 

number of meanings. To “come in His kingdom” is best understood as Jesus coming into His kingship 

(not the second coming). One interpretation sees this as a reference to the manifestation of Christ’s 

kingly rule after the resurrection – a rule that is displayed in a number of ways including the rapid 

increase in disciples and the spread of the gospel to the Gentiles. Another view sees this as a reference 

to the transfiguration that takes place six days later. There “some” (three of the disciples) saw Jesus 

clothed in heavenly glory (see notes below). The transfiguration, however, was a preview that looked 

toward the coming reality, not the reality itself. Therefore, the first view seems better.  

 

The success and failure of the disciples is a recurring pattern in the book of Matthew. They advanced 

and then they stumbled. 

Crucial events are rarely self-explanatory when they are actually taking place. Their true significance 

usually requires time and a framework in order to understand them. When the Jews were redeemed 

from Egypt, for example, they knew something amazing was happening, but they did not anticipate the 

symbolism that the exodus pictured later in history. This was also true in the case of the disciples. They 

certainly knew that they were experiencing something momentous, but they were unable to detect 

much of what it meant in God’s greater plan until a later time in history. So, even though the disciples 
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were making great strides in their understanding, they were still in the dark in many ways. Matthew 17 

and 18 records a number of their failures.  

The Transfiguration 

17:1 Six days later Jesus *took with Him Peter and James and John his brother, and *led them 

up on a high mountain by themselves.  

17:2 And He was transfigured before them; and His face shone like the sun, and His garments 

became as white as light.  

17:3 And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking with Him.  

17:4 Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if You wish, I will make three 

tabernacles here, one for You, and one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”  

17:5 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and behold, a voice out 

of the cloud said, “This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well-pleased; listen to Him!”  

17:6 When the disciples heard this, they fell face down to the ground and were terrified.  

17:7 And Jesus came to them and touched them and said, “Get up, and do not be afraid.”  

17:8 And lifting up their eyes, they saw no one except Jesus Himself alone. 

The exact location of the transfiguration is disputed; the traditional view is that this was Mt. Tabor, 

however, it probably took place on Mount Miron, the highest mountain (3,926’) in the land on the way 

from Caesarea Philippi (16:13) to Capernaum (17:24; Carson).  

The verb used for “transfigured” or “transformed” is also used to describe Christians in Romans 12:2 and 

2 Corinthians 3:18 who are transformed in character. In Jesus’ case, His followers saw a physical 

transformation. Like Moses, Jesus displayed glory in a physical way. Moses’ face shown because it 

reflected a little of God’s glory; whereas, Jesus’ face shown because He was transfigured. His face shone 

like the sun, and His garments became as white as light. His appearance recalls biblical descriptions of 

heavenly beings who appear among humans (cf. Matt. 28:3; Jn. 20:12; Acts 1;10; Rev. 1:13-16, etc.). In 

John 1:14 the disciple John wrote, “the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, 

glory as of the only begotten from the Father.” In Matthew 16:27 Jesus had predicted that “the Son of 

Man is going to come in the glory of His Father” to judge the world. In Matthew 24:30 Jesus told the 

disciples that at His return people “will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power 

and great glory.” In Revelation 1:16 John saw a vison of the Son of Man standing among the churches 

and John says His “face was like the sun shining in its strength.” At the transfiguration it appears that the 

dullness of Jesus’ earthly conditions was temporarily stripped away and the disciples saw something of 

the glory that Jesus had before the world was (Jn. 1:14; 17:5; Phil. 2:6, 7) and would be His again (2 

Peter 1:16-18; Rev. 1:16).   

The disciples’ reaction to the vision reveals their failure to understand what was happening. Peter, 

perhaps hoping for a lengthy stay, offered to make three tabernacles, one for Jesus, one for Moses, and 

one for Elijah. Lumping Moses, Jesus, and Elijah together was an absurd idea. God immediately stopped 

Peter mid-way through his suggestion. Verse 5 says that while Peter was still speaking  . . .  a bright cloud 

overshadowed them, and behold, a voice out of the cloud said, “This is My beloved Son, with whom I am 

well-pleased; listen to Him!”  When the disciples heard this, they fell face down to the ground and were 

terrified. When they finally lifted up their eyes, they saw no one except Jesus Himself alone. 
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The transfiguration was for the disciples. Jesus was transfigured before them (17:2) and the voice spoke 

to them. Even though the disciples did not understand all that was being shown to them, it was a crucial 

step in Jesus’ self-disclosure to them and provided the theological basis that they would one day 

proclaim.  In 2 Peter 1:16-18, Peter refers to this event and says, “We did not follow cleverly devised 

tales when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were 

eyewitnesses of His majesty. For when He received honor and glory from God the Father, such an 

utterance as this was made to Him by the Majestic Glory, ‘This is My beloved Son with whom I am well-

pleased’— and we ourselves heard this utterance made from heaven when we were with Him on the 

holy mountain.” According to Peter the transfiguration was a proleptic disclosure of the power and 

coming of Christ that displayed His majesty. Peter saw Jesus exalted by the Father and bestowed with 

glory. It was a preview of God’s appointment of Jesus as His anointed King who had been given the task 

of judging and ruling the world. Peter’s point in 2 Peter is that he, James, and John were not blindly 

following cleverly devised tales when they spoke of the power and coming of the Lord (2 Pet. 1:16); they 

were eyewitnesses who had seen Jesus’ glory on the mountain.  

17:9 As they were coming down from the mountain, Jesus commanded them, saying, “Tell the 

vision to no one until the Son of Man has risen from the dead.”  

17:10 And His disciples asked Him, “Why then do the scribes say that Elijah must come first?”  

17:11 And He answered and said, “Elijah is coming and will restore all things;  

17:12 but I say to you that Elijah already came, and they did not recognize him, but did to him 

whatever they wished. So also the Son of Man is going to suffer at their hands.”  

17:13 Then the disciples understood that He had spoken to them about John the Baptist. 

Having just seen Elijah probably brought to mind his role in relationship to the coming of the Messiah. 

The question in 17:10 can be misunderstood. Many simply read it as saying that the disciples now 

understood that Jesus was the Messiah, but they had a question about the chronology concerning the 

prediction of the coming of Elijah before Him. They were asking “If Jesus is the Messiah, then where is 

Elijah?” But Jesus’ answer reveals the real thrust of the disciples’ question lies deeper (17:11-12). He 

replied, “Elijah is coming and will restore all things; but I say to you that Elijah already came, and they 

did not recognize him, but did to him whatever they wished. So also the Son of Man is going to suffer 

at their hands.” In other words, Jesus understood their question about Elijah to be a question about 

how it was possible for Him to suffer.  

 

The disciples had seen Jesus’ glory, but they were still unable to find a framework in which Jesus could 

be killed and rise from the dead. It appears that they were thinking, “If Elijah comes to restore all things, 

how then could Messiah be killed?” (Morris, 442, Carson). Their confusion was not merely chronological 

(who must come first), rather, it expressed a fundamental inability to make sense of the combination of 

glory and suffering. At this stage in history, their witness of the transfiguration of Jesus had, if anything, 

confirmed them in their misconception that the Messiah could not die.  

 

Jesus answered that John the Baptist fulfilled the prophecy. He had come in the spirit and power of 

Elijah (Lk. 1:17). But it was obvious that his role in “restoring all things” was not absolute. He restored all 

things that were necessary in preparation for Messiah’s coming, not literally everything. That would not 

happen until the consummation of the age.  
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Jesus then links John’s death to His own. If John the Baptist faced opposition and eventually lost his life, 

why should it be so strange that the Son of Man also suffer? (17:11, 12)  

Faith of a Mustard Seed 

17:14 When they came to the crowd, a man came up to Jesus, falling on his knees before Him 

and saying,  

17:15 “Lord, have mercy on my son, for he is a lunatic and is very ill; for he often falls into the 

fire and often into the water.  

17:16 I brought him to Your disciples, and they could not cure him.”  

17:17 And Jesus answered and said, “You unbelieving and perverted generation, how long 

shall I be with you? How long shall I put up with you? Bring him here to Me.”  

17:18 And Jesus rebuked him, and the demon came out of him, and the boy was cured at 

once. 

17:19 Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, “Why could we not drive it out?”  

17:20 And He *said to them, “Because of the littleness of your faith; for truly I say to you, if 

you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to 

there,’ and it will move; and nothing will be impossible to you.  

17:21 [But this kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting.”] 

Verses 14-23 record another failure by the disciples. In Matthew 10:1 Jesus had authorized the disciples 

to exorcise demons. While Jesus, Peter, James, and John were on the mountain, the disciples who 

remained behind were approached by a man whose son needed to be cured and freed from demonic 

oppression. The disciples, however, were powerless to help. Their problem was in the littleness of their 

faith. “Little faith” (ὀλιγόπιστος) is not speaking of the quantity of their faith but in the quality of their 

faith (see Matt. 14 notes). This is obvious from the illustration of the mustard seed. If it was the quantity 

of faith that Jesus was speaking about, the example of the mustard seed wouldn’t make sense. Jesus 

would have been telling the disciples that they had little faith, but what they really needed was tiny 

faith. Rather, it makes more sense that He was saying that they had deficient faith. What was needed 

was the tiniest bit of uncontaminated faith. Extraordinary feats are not reserved for those who have 

great faith, but even for those who have the tiniest amount of genuine faith.  

There is another possible reason for their failure as well. Those who have been granted grace, power, or 

authority, are often tempted to domesticate their gift. The disciples had cast out demons before and 

they no doubt approached this situation with some confidence that they were up to the task once again.  

They needed to learn that there are no “typical” spiritual issues; there are no shortcuts to spiritual life 

and maturity. Our aim is to have a personal faith-relationship with the living God, not power to wield. 

The Twelve needed to mature, and maturity takes time. This is something that we need to learn as well.  

The brackets around verse 21 in the NAS mean that this verse is not in the best Greek manuscripts and is 

probably not part of the original text. For that reason, it is missing in some Bible translations. 

17:22 And while they were gathering together in Galilee, Jesus said to them, “The Son of Man 

is going to be delivered into the hands of men;  

17:23 and they will kill Him, and He will be raised on the third day.” And they were deeply 

grieved. 
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Jesus once again mentions His impending death and resurrection. “To be delivered” is a single 

compound verb in Greek (παραδίδοσθαι; also see 17:12) that expresses the decree of God. It is a 

passive voice verb called a “divine passive”; that is, God is the unspoken subject. He is the One who will 

deliver Jesus into the hands of sinners (cf. Acts 2:23). Jesus’ death could not be stopped. 

The disciples could only see two categories; either Messiah would be victorious or He would die and be 

defeated. The possibility of the latter filled them with grief. Their lack of understanding was because 

they only heard half of what Jesus was saying. Jesus also said that He would rise from the dead, but the 

disciples couldn’t grasp this.  

In this case the disciples’ failure was more subtle – they failed to hear what they believed was 

impossible. 

How many of our disappointments and questionings of God arise out of our unbiblical thinking - out of 

our unwillingness or inability to assess all things within a truly biblical and spiritual framework? 

 

The Temple Tax 

17:24 When they came to Capernaum, those who collected the two-drachma tax came to 

Peter and said, “Does your teacher not pay the two-drachma tax?”  

17:25 He *said, “Yes.” And when he came into the house, Jesus spoke to him first, saying, 

“What do you think, Simon? From whom do the kings of the earth collect customs or poll-tax, 

from their sons or from strangers?”  

17:26 When Peter said, “From strangers,” Jesus said to him, “Then the sons are exempt.  

17:27 However, so that we do not offend them, go to the sea and throw in a hook, and take 

the first fish that comes up; and when you open its mouth, you will find a shekel. Take that 

and give it to them for you and Me.” 

When they arrived in Capernaum some tax collectors approached Peter wanting to collect the temple 

tax (Exo. 30:11-16). This was a tax paid by Jewish males each year for the upkeep of the temple. 

Whether Peter actually knew that Jesus paid the tax or he just assumed He would is unknown; However, 

when asked, he responded that Jesus paid it.   

Peter then went into the house, but before he could say anything Jesus asked a question, making an 

analogy to the secular world. He said, “What do you think, Simon (i.e. Peter)? From whom do the kings 

of the earth collect customs or poll-tax, from their sons or from strangers?” Peter replied, “From 

strangers.” Peter was right. Kings don’t collect taxes from their sons to build an army. The sons of the 

king are exempt*. In short, Jesus did not need to pay the temple tax for God was His Father and the 

temple was His Father's "house” (Jn. 2:16). Thus, Peter’s quick response to the tax collectors was 

unwittingly a depreciation of the Master, for Peter failed to see Jesus’ unique status as Son.   

However, if He didn’t pay the tax, it might be misconstrued as meaning that He did not care about the 

temple and what it stood for. Therefore, in order not to offend others, Jesus told Peter to get a shekel 

(which was equivalent to four drachmas – France, 668) and pay the tax for both Peter and Himself. As 

Paul said in 1 Corinthians 8:9: “take care that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a 

stumbling block to the weak.” 
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Peter, perhaps recalling this incident, later wrote, “Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human 

institution, whether to a king as the one in authority, or to governors as sent by him for the punishment 

of evildoers and the praise of those who do right. For such is the will of God that by doing right you may 

silence the ignorance of foolish men. Act as free* men, and do not use your freedom as a covering for 

evil, but use it as bondslaves of God. Honor all people, love the brotherhood, fear God, honor the king.” 

(1 Pet 2:13-17) 

 

* ἐλεύθερος; free, delivered from obligation 


