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11:1 When Jesus had finished giving instructions to His twelve disciples, He departed from 

there to teach and preach in their cities. 

11:2 Now when John, while imprisoned, heard of the works of Christ, he sent word by his 

disciples  

11:3 and said to Him, “Are You the Expected One, or shall we look for someone else?”  

11:4 Jesus answered and said to them, “Go and report to John what you hear and see:  

11:5 the blind receive sight and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed and the deaf 

hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them.  

11:6 And blessed is he who does not take offense at Me.” 

As Jesus’ ministry continued, some people’s expectations were let down. They expected the Messiah to 

do certain things and to act in certain ways and when He didn’t do what they thought He should do, 

they were not only disappointed but also began to doubt if Jesus was really the Messiah. Even John the 

Baptist entertained such doubts.  

John had preached that when the Messiah comes “He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His 

winnowing fork is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clear His threshing floor; and He will gather His 

wheat into the barn, but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire” (Matt. 3:11-12). That is, He 

would not only give the blessing of the Holy Spirit, but He would separate the righteous from the 

unrighteous and judge the latter. John was simply preaching what the OT predicted. There was ample 

evidence that Jesus did good, but there was nothing in His ministry that looked like judgment. The 

corruptions of the Roman government continued, the hypocritical religious leaders were not banished, 

and sin was not being punished. John, the forerunner of the Messiah, was in prison for challenging the 

morals of Herod and Jesus had done nothing about it. John’s doubts finally rose to the level where he 

wondered if Jesus was the Messiah or if he had been mistaken. So he sent his disciples to ask, “Are 

You the Expected One, or shall we look for someone else?”  

Jesus’ answer is in two parts. The first part (11:4-6) is addressed to the disciples of John the Baptist; the 

second part (11:7-19) is addressed to the crowds.  

Jesus’ answer to John was that evidence of messianic blessing was everywhere: “the blind receive 

sight and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, 

and the poor have the gospel preached to them.” It is important to know that Jesus’ words come from 

Isaiah 35:5-6 and 61:1-2, which are passages that speak both of messianic blessing and judgment. Isaiah 

35:4 says, “your God will come with vengeance” and 61:2 speaks of “the day of vengeance of our God.” 

The fact that Jesus quotes from these passages, but leaves out the parts that speak of judgement is 

significant. It implies that He was aware that Messiah would judge the world, but that this was not to 

happen yet.  

John the Baptist had been right. Jesus was indeed the Messiah. However, John seemed to be in danger 

of falling away from what he once held was true. Jesus’ words, “blessed is he who does not take offense 

at Me” promise blessing to those who do not fall away. John needed to persevere in spite of his 

disappointed expectations.   

11:7 As these men were going away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John, “What 

did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind?  
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11:8 But what did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Those who wear 

soft clothing are in kings’ palaces!  

Jesus then turned from the disciples of John to address the crowds.  

 

Evidently, just as John didn’t know what to think about Jesus, some who had gone out to see John the 

Baptist no longer knew what to think of him. So Jesus asked them if they expected to find someone who 

was inconsistent and unstable, who swayed like “a reed in the wind” as the mood of the people 

changed. This obviously did not characterize John or his preaching. They surely didn’t go to see someone 

in fancy clothes like those in the palace.  

 

11:9 But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and one who is more than a 

prophet.  

They went to see a prophet. But John was more than a prophet. He was also the subject of prophecy 

(11:10; Mal. 3:1). 

11:10 This is the one about whom it is written, 

‘Behold, I send My messenger ahead of You, 

Who will prepare Your way before You.’ 

11:11a Truly I say to you, among those born of women there has not arisen anyone greater 

than John the Baptist!  

John was the messenger Malachi had spoken of who prepared the way for the coming of the Lord: 

“Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and terrible day of the 

Lord. He will restore the hearts of the fathers to their children and the hearts of the children to their 

fathers, so that I will not come and smite the land with a curse” (Mal. 4:5-6).  

The whole OT pointed to Jesus, but John pointed to Him personally as His forerunner. That is what made 

John so great. Since Jesus is the center of all history, John’s role made him greater than anyone else in 

history – greater than Moses, greater than Plato, greater than Julius Caesar.  

By pointing out John’s greatness as the one whom Malichi said would come, Jesus is also affirming His 

own identity, the promised Messiah. 

11:11b Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.  

11:12 From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and 

violent men take it by force.  

11:13 For all the prophets and the Law prophesied until John.  

11:14 And if you are willing to accept it, John himself is Elijah who was to come.  

11:15 He who has ears to hear, let him hear. 

But there is another conclusion to be drawn for Jesus’ evaluation of John that is even more surprising. 

Those who are least in the kingdom of heaven are greater than John (11:11b)! Their greatness is related 

to the contrast between two eras. “All the prophets and the Law prophesied” up until John. That is, the 

entire OT (both the prophets and the law) heralded the coming of the Messiah and His Kingdom. When 

John came, the OT reached fulfillment. John was the last to prepare the way for Messiah’s coming. Once 
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Jesus had come and His ministry had begun, the era that predicted His coming ended. Both the OT and 

John belonged to that era (cf. Lk. 16:16). As Jesus spoke, John’s days were past (see notes on Matt. 

5:17). Jesus said that John fulfilled the role of Elijah (Mal. 4:5-6; Matt. 17:10-13; Lk. 1:17) “if you are 

willing to accept it.” “To accept that John is the returning Elijah is to embrace a whole package of 

eschatological fulfillment in Jesus” (France, 432).  

We who live on this side of the coming of Jesus are members of the kingdom that the prophets only 

spoke about. As such, we are able to point to Jesus with even greater clarity than John. Greatness in 

Christianity is not found in our giftedness, but in our ability to point others to Christ.  

God’s plan was coming to pass, but not without opposition. It was during John’s ministry (“from the days 

of John the Baptist”) that the kingdom was both inaugurated and attacked (11:12 – not as the NIV says 

“forcefully advancing”). John was suffering in prison and would soon be beheaded. Jesus and the 

disciples experienced opposition and Jesus’ life would culminate in a violent execution. The kingdom of 

God had come, but it “suffers violence” (11:12a). Its messengers and adherents are treated with hatred. 

“Violent men take it by force.” (Many commentators have offered suggestions on what this means, but 

none convincingly. I assume it is just adding to the thought of the opposition to the kingdom). 

11:16 “But to what shall I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the market 

places, who call out to the other children,  

11:17 and say, ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you 

did not mourn.’  

11:18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon!’  

11:19 The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Behold, a gluttonous man and 

a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 

Jesus and John obviously had different roles in God’s purposes, but they also had different lifestyles. 

John the Baptist lived more of an ascetic lifestyle and was somewhat of a recluse while Jesus felt 

comfortable attending social gatherings with those of less than stellar reputations. John fasted and 

abstained from wine. Jesus enjoyed food and drink (Matt.9:10-13; Lk. 5:29). Yet, no matter what they 

did, people complained. They said John had a demon and Jesus was a glutton, a drunkard and a friend of 

sinners! They were like discontented children in the marketplace who were never satisfied with the 

game. “Yet”, Jesus says, “wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” Both John and Jesus in their own ways 

displayed practical wisdom in the context of the different roles each had. Thus, wisdom justified their 

actions in the face of the critics.  

11:20 Then He began to denounce the cities in which most of His miracles were done, because 

they did not repent.  

11:21 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles had occurred in Tyre 

and Sidon which occurred in you, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes.  

11:22 Nevertheless I say to you, it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the day of 

judgment than for you.  

11:23 And you, Capernaum, will not be exalted to heaven, will you? You will descend to Hades; 

for if the miracles had occurred in Sodom which occurred in you, it would have remained to 

this day.  

11:24 Nevertheless I say to you that it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day 

of judgment, than for you.” 
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If men and women do not respond in repentance, faith, and obedience to the revelation that God 

graciously provides, then sooner or later they will have to face the consequences of their decisions.  

Just as Jesus expected that His deeds should be enough to convince John the Baptist (11:2-6) that He 

was the Messiah, so He expected that they should be enough to convince the residents of Chorazin, 

Bethsaida, and Capernaum. These were all cities in Galilee in which most of Jesus’ miracles were 

performed. The revelation that Jesus’ miracles provided would have brought Tyre and Sidon (pagan 

cities to the north) to repentance.  

Carson points out that three important truths lie behind this denunciation (Carson, God with Us, 66, 67).  

First, God does not owe salvation to anyone. Otherwise, God could be charged with injustice for 

withholding from Tyre, Sidon, and Sodom the revelation that He knew would bring them to repentance 

and faith. God does not look at the world as morally neutral human beings who He is obligated to bless. 

Far from it. He sees humanity as rebels and sinners to whom He owes nothing. If He condemned 

everyone, His justice would not be tarnished. Yet in mercy He saves many– even though He owes mercy 

to none. 

Secondly, God not only knows what someone has done, is doing, or will do, He also knows what they 

would have done under different circumstances. He takes this into account at the final judgment as well. 

Sodom is in better shape at the judgment than Capernaum, not because Sodom obeyed God more than 

Capernaum, but because God knew that if Sodom had enjoyed all the advantages that Capernaum had, 

the people there would have repented. To put it another way, at the final judgment, God will take into 

account the advantages that people had and what the outcome would have been had others had the 

same advantages. 

Lastly, for Jesus to say it will be “more tolerable” for one group than another on the day of judgment 

presupposes that there are different degrees of punishment in hell. For some it will be more tolerable 

than for others. In Matthew 11, those who saw His miracles and rejected them are more accountable 

than those who did not, for they had received more light. By way of application, the person who has 

access to the Bible, hears the gospel, has Christian friends and yet still rejects all that he or she has been 

exposed to, will be judged more severely than the person who has none of these things.  

11:25 At that time Jesus said, “I praise You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You have 

hidden these things from the wise and intelligent and have revealed them to infants.  

11:26 Yes, Father, for this way was well-pleasing in Your sight.  

11:27 All things have been handed over to Me by My Father; and no one knows the Son except 

the Father; nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son 

wills to reveal Him. 

Even though many people had rejected Jesus’ message, the plan of God was not hindered. Some 

believed and Jesus thanked the Father for it.  

Jesus attributed the unbelief of some to the fact that God had hidden the truth from them. Insight into 

the person of Christ and the ability to believe in Him, does not come by means of intelligence or 

wisdom, but by revelation (11:25). Hiding truth (not revealing truth) is the result of the people not 

wanting it. 1 Corinthians 2:14 says “a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for 
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they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised” (cf. 

1 Cor. 1:18).  

Christ provided objective revelation about God in His person and ministry, but not everyone perceived 

it. In order to perceive it one must also have subjective revelation as well; that is, God must work in 

people’s minds and hearts so that the objective revelation can be grasped. God reveals truth to whom 

He pleases; unless God reveals Himself, the Christian message is an enigma.  

Think of the privilege of having God reveal the truth of the gospel to you! Had He decided not to do so, 

you would see the gospel as foolishness and still be alienated from God.   

Verse 27 is of particular importance in understanding the person of Christ.  

It is not surprising that “no one knows the Son except the Father” but it is astonishing that no one knows 

the Father except the Son - and anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him. Jesus stood in a unique 

relationship to the Father. He and the Father are in a category apart from all others. They alone have 

exclusive mutual knowledge of each other. Jesus is the intermediary between the Father and the 

children of God (“infants”). He reveals truth to whomever He wills.    

11:28 “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.  

11:29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, 

and you will find rest for your souls.  

11:30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.” 

Jesus had spoken of the revelation of truth (11:25-26) and how only He and the Father know each other 

(11:27). Now the revelatory role of the Son is expressed in an invitation to come to Him to discover 

truth. “Come to Me” is an important counterbalance to the statement in verse 27 that says knowledge 

of God is only open to those whom the Son “is willing” to reveal Him (France, 448). This invitation is for 

all, but “the wise” and “the intelligent” will have no interest in it (cf. 1 Cor. 1:18-31). “For many are 

called, but few are chosen” (Matt. 22:14).  

“Weary and heavy-laden” may be the burdens of everyday life, but it could very well be a metaphor for 

the demands of the law (cf. Matt. 23:4; Acts 15:10).  

The yoke Jesus offers is discipleship. He said “learn from Me . . . and you will find rest for your souls.” 

Following Jesus (being His disciple) does not result in weariness, but “rest for your soul.” That is, it brings 

rest at the deepest level. 

Jesus’ demands are easy (χρηστός; i.e., “good” or “pleasant”, not challengeless) and His burden is light. 

 


