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Luke 8:22-56 records four miracles that are purposely grouped together to display Christ’s power. 

The miracles demonstrate the following:   (1) Jesus’ power over nature (8:22-25)  (2) Jesus’ authority 

over the demonic/spirit world (8:26-39)  (3) Jesus’ power over disease (8:40-48)  (4) Jesus’ power over 

death (8:49-56). These contribute to the disciples’ understanding of who Jesus is, and help Peter to 

conclude in Luke 9:20 that Jesus is the Christ (although a complete understanding of who He is does not 

come until after the resurrection).  

 

Jesus’ Authority Over Disease and Death – Luke 8:40-56; Matthew 9:18-26; Mark 5:21-43 

 

8:40 And as Jesus returned, the people welcomed Him, for they had all been waiting for Him. 

8:41 And there came a man named Jairus, and he was an official of the synagogue; and he fell 

at Jesus' feet, and began to implore Him to come to his house; 

8:42(a)  for he had an only daughter, about twelve years old, and she was dying.  

 

Jesus and the disciples had just traveled to the Gerasenes where Jesus had cast a legion of demons out 

of a man. They then returned to the western shore and were greeted with a crowd of people who had 

been waiting for Jesus. Although many wanted to hear His teaching, there were also those who had 

needs (as the following events suggest – Mk. 6:53-56). Among them was a man named Jairus, an official 

of the synagogue.  

 

Some historians say that synagogues had either three or seven elders, depending on the size of the 

town.   The “ruler” (“official” – NAS; a;rcwn archon) of the synagogue would be the main elder. The 

position was held in high esteem and the individual would be a prominent member of society.  His 

primary responsibility was in taking care of the administration of the worship in the synagogue (Block, 

792). He appointed the teachers, the readers of the Scripture, and those who would pray and explain 

the Scripture at the daily services, as well as the Sabbath service (Morris, 173).  

It is somewhat surprising that Jairus went to Jesus since local synagogues were connected to the 

national religious establishment which was dominated by the scribes and the Pharisees. These two 

groups hated Jesus. They did everything they could to destroy His ministry and were already plotting to 

kill Him.  But Jairus was a grief-stricken father.  His daughter, only twelve years old, was dying and he 

knew of Jesus’ power to heal. Luke 5:15 says that news about Jesus spread far and wide and large 

crowds gathered to hear Him and to be healed of their sicknesses. Jairus may have also heard of the son 

of the widow of Nain being raised from the dead (Lk. 7:14), or even saw Jesus heal a man in the 

synagogue on the Sabbath (Lk. 6). So he had been anxiously waiting for Jesus to return, hoping that He 

would heal his daughter. His need and his belief in Jesus outweighed his concern about what the 

religious elite might think of him. 

 

When Jairus saw Jesus, he fell at His feet and began to beg Him to come to his house. His request is  

recorded in Mark 5:23: "My little daughter is at the point of death; please come and lay Your hands on 

her, so that she will get well and live." Luke mentions that it was his only daughter (Lk. 8:42), and that 
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she was twelve years of age. In the first century, girls twelve years of age were old enough to get 

married. This girl had much of her life ahead of her. 

 

Jesus’ accessibility to people should not be overlooked. He never insulated Himself from others.  His 

entire ministry was spent in public; He was with the people in the streets, in the fields, in homes, in the 

hill country, in synagogues, on the road, by the sea, and in boats; wherever people were, He was.  

 

8:42(b)  But as He went, the crowds were pressing against Him. 

8:43 And a woman who had a hemorrhage for twelve years, and could not be healed by 

anyone, 

8:44 came up behind Him and touched the fringe of His cloak, and immediately her 

hemorrhage stopped. 

The narrow streets of ancient cities meant that people would be pressed together when crowds 

gathered. Jesus was like a celebrity so everybody wanted to see or touch Him, but the the sick, the blind, 

and the paralyzed were desperate for His attention. So everyone was pushing and squeezing in from all 

sides and the progress to Jairus’ house slowed down to a crawl or perhaps even a stop. No doubt Jairus’ 

anxiety grew as time for his daughter was running out, and more and more people crushed in. 

In the throng there was a woman who had had a hemorrhage for twelve years. Mark says she endured 

much at the hands of many physicians. Although there were some good physicians, history also records 

some of the wacky remedies prescribed for symptoms like hers. One was to carry the ashes of an ostrich 

egg in a linen bag around one’s neck in the summer and in a cotton bag in the winter. Others suggested 

carrying a barleycorn found in donkey dung, or drinking crushed alum and crocuses, or onions in wine 

(MacArthur, Block, 793). Mark 5:26 states that she "spent all she had” but nothing worked. Her only 

hope that was left was in the mercy of God to heal her. 

Her condition had physical, social, and religious ramifications. First, it must have drained her strength 

and threatened her life. Secondly, the flow of blood also made her ceremonially unclean (Lev. 15:19-28). 

This separated her from society, for whatever she touched would be made unclean. For twelve years she 

couldn't be with her husband, friends, or even hug her children without defiling them. Her hemorrhage 

also prevented her from worshipping in the temple or the synagogue. She couldn’t go to hear the word 

of God read or worship with fellow Jews. She was isolated and alone. She shouldn’t have even been in 

the crowd, let alone touch Jesus, for by doing so she was passing her defilement to others.  The woman, 

however, like Jairus, was desperate and had faith in the power of Jesus to make her well.  Thus, she 

worked her way through the crowd until she was behind Him and when the opportunity presented 

itself, she reached out and touched the fringe of His cloak. 

According to the law, men were supposed to hang tassels from their garment, two in front and two 

behind, as a reminder of God’s commands (Num. 15:37-40). This was probably what was meant by “the 

fringe of His cloak.” The Greek verb translated as “touch” means to fasten onto, or to cling to, or to 
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clutch. In other words, she didn’t just touch the fringe of His robe with outstretched fingers, she clung to 

it, and as she did, she was instantly healed. 

This type of healing happened at other times as well. Mark 6:56 also says of Jesus that “Wherever He 

entered villages, or cities, or countryside, they were laying the sick in the market places, and imploring 

Him that they might just touch the fringe of His cloak; and as many as touched it were being cured.” 

Luke 6:19 says, “And all the people were trying to touch Him, for power was coming from Him and 

healing them all.” The similar thing was said of Paul, in Acts 19:11-12:  “God was performing 

extraordinary miracles by the hands of Paul,  so that handkerchiefs or aprons were even carried from his 

body to the sick, and the diseases left them and the evil spirits went out.”  

Two observations should be made regarding this type of miracle.  

1. Luke, who wrote Luke and Acts, calls this type of miracle “extraordinary” in Acts 19:11. 

Miracles by nature are extraordinary events; they are the invasion of the power of God into our world in 

ways that we have not experienced. But Luke considers these as extraordinary even among 

extraordinary events.  This type of miracle had no parallel, or no frame of reference, to help explain 

what was going on. It was unusual even in an age where miracles had been occurring. 

2. Luke clearly distinguishes these miracles from magic. In the Book of Acts he purposefully 

contrasts the miracles done at the hands of Paul to the magical practices that the Ephesian believers 

renounced (Acts 19:18 – 19). In Luke 8 Jesus ties the miracle to faith. In Mark 6:56 the emphasis is not 

on faith, but on Jesus’ power to heal – even to the point that where touching His garment resulted in 

healing.  Hooker remarks that “Jesus’ garment is seen as an extension of His personality” (Hooker, Mark, 

172). Furthermore, Mark 6:56 uses the imperfect tense in Greek (“were being healed”), indicating that 

the healings of Jesus were not rare or occasional occurrences, but were an ongoing part of His ministry 

(Stein, Mark, 333). 

8:45 And Jesus said, "Who is the one who touched Me?" And while they were all denying it, 

Peter said, "Master, the people are crowding and pressing in on You." 

8:46 But Jesus said, "Someone did touch Me, for I was aware that power had gone out of Me." 

Jesus knew that power had flowed from Him.  This comment is mysterious. Is it possible for healing 

power to flow from Jesus apart from His will and without even knowing who it had gone to? That seems 

pretty unlikely. Jesus Himself possesses power, but power comes from Jesus as a result of His 

relationship to the Father: Jesus is the bearer and bestower of God’s power (Lk. 9:1; Block, 796). Perhaps 

when Jesus said, “I was aware that power had gone out of Me”, it simply described His function as the 

One whom God used to disperse His healing power.  

Notice that the Lord personally felt the outflow of power. He is not impersonal; He is not detached.  No 

one receives the power of God into their life without personal involvement from God.  When God uses 

power He feels it.  

Jesus’ question is intended to force the woman to testify publically as to what had happened.  
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8:47 When the woman saw that she had not escaped notice, she came trembling and fell 

down before Him, and declared in the presence of all the people the reason why she had 

touched Him, and how she had been immediately healed. 

8:48 And He said to her, "Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace." 

 

When the woman recognized that her touch had not gone unnoticed, she confessed that she had 

touched Him. We don’t know why she came trembling, but perhaps, like the disciples in the storm, and 

the witnesses of the healing of the Gerasene demoniac, she was stunned by the immense power that 

flowed from Jesus. What we do know is that Jesus wanted to make the incident known and He wanted 

to clarify for her why she was healed. 

 

“Faith” is one of the themes in this section of Luke. When Jesus calmed the sea, He had asked the 

disciples about their faith (Lk. 8:25); here He explains to the woman that it was her faith that healed her.  

In Luke 8:50 Jesus tells Jairus to believe (have faith). The disciples are learning the importance of faith 

that prepares them for their commissioning in chapter 9.  

 

True faith sees Jesus as God’s means of deliverance. At times, Jesus chose to heal people without faith 

(Jn. 5:1-13; 9:1-11); at other times He demanded that people profess faith before He would heal them 

(Matt. 9:27-30); finally, He also encouraged the growth of faith through healing (Mk 3:5; Matt. 9:6; Jn. 

5:8). In Mark 6:5-6 He did not heal because of unbelief. The bottom line is that healing is always 

dependent on God’s will, not the one who is healed (Jn. 5:19: Matt. 8:2). Block makes an important 

observation: “The healing occurs because she has faith, not because she has enough faith” (Block, 798). 

We don’t know what the woman was thinking when she acted; did she think Jesus’ garments had 

magical power? Was she superstitious? It doesn’t say, but Jesus gently instructs her as to why she was 

healed: “Daughter, your faith has made you well.” She may have been confused; her faith may have 

been imperfect; but Jesus sees her faith and heals her as a result of it.   

 

8:49 While He was still speaking, someone came from the house of the synagogue official, 

saying, "Your daughter has died; do not trouble the Teacher anymore." 

8:50 But when Jesus heard this, He answered him, "Do not be afraid any longer; only believe, 

and she will be made well." 

 

The worst possible scenario occurs. While Jesus is still speaking to the woman, news comes from Jairus’ 

house: “Your daughter has died.  Do not trouble the teacher anymore." The delay had proven deadly. 

Jesus’ preoccupation with the hemorrhaging woman had cost Jairus’ daughter her life. Jesus had healed 

a “nobody” who shouldn't even have been in the crowd while the child of the most important person in 

town had died.  In caring for the most rejected, He had ignored the most respected. But Jairus had not 

abandoned His faith in Christ; he believed that Jesus had the power even to raise the dead. Matthew 

9:18 says that he said to Jesus,  "My daughter has just died, but come and lay your hand on her and she 

will live." Jesus encouraged his faith and shored up any doubts he may have had: "Do not be afraid any 

longer; only believe, and she will be made well." Mark says that Jesus told him, "Keep on believing."   
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8:51 When He came to the house, He did not allow anyone to enter with Him, except Peter and 

John and James, and the girl's father and mother. 

8:52 Now they were all weeping and lamenting for her; but He said, "Stop weeping, for she 

has not died, but is asleep." 

8:53 And they began laughing at Him, knowing that she had died. 

 

Enough time had passed for the funeral to start; the Jews didn't embalm so they didn't leave corpses 

above ground for very long. The girl’s critical condition was probably known and people were expecting 

the worst. The professional mourners had already been called and were loudly mourning and wailing at 

the home. Mark 5:38 says that when they came to the house, “He saw a commotion, and people loudly 

weeping and wailing.” Matthew 9:23:  “Jesus . . . saw the flute-players and the crowd in noisy disorder.”  

  

Jesus told the crowd, "Leave; for the girl has not died, but is asleep" (Matt. 9:24). “Leave” is a very 

strong word in Greek. It means “Get out!” The funeral is over – it’s not even necessary. Matthew adds, 

"When the crowd had been put out, Jesus then entered the chamber where the girl was."  He was joined 

only by Peter, James, John, and the girl’s parents (Mk. 5:37, 40). 

 

The Bible calls death “sleep” for it is not a permanent condition. For example, Acts 13:36 says, "For 

David, after he had served the purpose of God . . . fell asleep, and was laid among his fathers and 

underwent decay;” Likewise, when word reached Jesus that Lazarus had died, Jesus said in John 11:11-

13, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I go, so that I may awaken him out of sleep.” Then John 

adds, “Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but they thought that He was speaking of literal sleep.” The 

crowd thought the same. Jesus’ comment sounded so ridiculous they began to laugh at Him.  Everybody 

knew she was dead.   

 

8:54 He, however, took her by the hand and called, saying, "Child, arise!" 

8:55 And her spirit returned, and she got up immediately; and He gave orders for something to 

be given her to eat. 

 

Jesus was a man with deep compassion for people. Isaiah said of Him, "He will feed His flock like a 

shepherd. He will gather the lambs with His arm and carry them in His bosom and gently lead those who 

are with young" (Isa. 40:11). Matthew 9:36 says, "He saw the multitude and was moved with 

compassion for them because they were weary and scattered like sheep having no shepherd."  In 

Matthew 11:28 He said, "Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take 

my yoke upon you, and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your 

souls." Matthew 12:20 tells us, “a bruised reed He will not break, and a smoldering wick He will not 

quench.” Matthew 14:14: "He went out and saw a great multitude and was moved with compassion for 

them, and healed their sick."  Mark 1:41: "He was moved with compassion, stretched out His hand, 

touched him and said to him, 'I'm willing, be cleansed.'" Mark 8:2: "I have compassion on the multitude 

because they have now continued with Me three days and having nothing to eat."  In Luke 19:41 Jesus 

looked over Jerusalem and He wept.  Jesus wept at the grave of Lazarus (Jn. 11:35).  Hebrews 5:2: "He 

can have compassion on those who are ignorant and going astray, since He himself is also subject to 
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weakness."  Luke 8:54 is one more example of Jesus’ gentleness and compassion. Jesus didn’t have to go 

to the house; He could have healed her from the shoreline when He first got out of the boat. But He 

didn’t; instead He chose to walk to Jairus’ house; He met the girl’s mother; He reached down and gently 

held the girl’s hand; He spoke to her personally, and watched her live again. He even made sure she was 

given something to eat! What a blessed Savior! What a compassionate God! 

Raising the dead was direct evidence of Jesus’ messiahship; this is the point Luke is trying to make. In 

Luke 7:20 when the disciples of John the Baptist inquired of Jesus if He was the Messiah, Jesus replied by 

saying, "Go and report to John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive sight, the lame walk, the 

lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have the gospel preached to 

them” (Lk. 7:22). Jesus’ works declared Him to be the Messiah with a louder voice than words ever 

could. 

Thus, in the same verse we see Jesus’ astonishing power to create life, along with His tender touch. The 

girl’s spirit returned to her body and she was alive again. She went from being dead to feeling fine. The 

healing and the resurrection were so complete that she rose immediately and began to eat.   

8:56 Her parents were amazed; but He instructed them to tell no one what had happened. 

The Greek word used to express the parents’ astonishment literally means “to stand outside.”  It is a 

level of astonishment that reaches hysteria. They were astonished; they were beside themselves.  

The call for the witnesses of the resurrection to be silent is most likely because a preoccupation with 

Jesus’ miracles could sidetrack people from seeing what was most important. The Son of Man came to 

call sinners to repentance, to seek and to save the lost. 

It is a blessing to observe the comparisons and contrasts between the stories here and what they show 

us. 

 One was a male; the other was a female. 

 Jairus was a ruler; the woman was an outcast.   

 Jairus was rich; the woman was poor.   

 Jairus was respected; the woman was despised.   

 Jairus had a twelve-year-old daughter who was dying; the woman had a twelve-year-old disease. 

 Jairus led the synagogue; the woman was excommunicated from the synagogue.   

 Jairus’ daughter was healed openly, but the healing was to remain a secret; the woman was 

healed secretly, but the healing was made public.  

 Both the little girl and the woman were ceremonially unclean; in both cases Jesus had contact 

with their defilement; in both cases He remained undefiled and they became clean.   

 

It made no difference to Jesus if someone was male or female, rich or poor, adult or child, clean or 

unclean. The Savior embraced the extremes.  


