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13:1-17 Final Exhortations in Christian responsibilities 
 

Hebrews 1-12 is a detailed, logical argument clearly flowing from one thought to the 

next. Hebrews 13 is a compilation of final thoughts before the author closes. They can be 

broken up into the following categories: 

 

13:1-6  Social Responsibilities 

13:7-17  Religious Responsibilities 

13:18-25  Final Comments 

 

13:1-6 Social responsibilities 
 

13:1 Let love of the brethren continue. 
 

Brotherly love (filadelfi,a- philadelphia) is the most important virtue in the NT 

(Morris, 146). It is much more than sentiment and can be costly (I Jn. 3:16). Brotherly love 

displays itself in sympathy, kindness, and helpfulness. The command in Hebrews 13:1 is to 

keep loving each other. Love was not absent among the believers, but there was always the 

danger that it might grow slack. 

 

Applications of love are given next.  

 

13:2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by this some 
have entertained angels without knowing it. 
 

The first way to apply love is by exercising hospitality to strangers. Hospitality was 

considered a virtue in both Jewish and gentile societies.  

 

When Job was protesting against his sickness, one of the virtues that he 

said he never neglected was hospitality. In 31:32 he said, "The sojourner has not 

lodged in the street; I have opened my doors to the wayfarer." As far back as you 

want to go in the history of God's people, one of the God-appointed duties of the 

righteous was hospitality. 

 

Romans 12 is very similar to Hebrews 13 in this way. Romans 12:10 says, ―Be 

devoted to one another in brotherly love (filadelfi,a - philadelphia).‖ Then Romans 

12:13 tells us to "Contribute to the needs of the saints, practice hospitality."  

 

Love is also seen in contributing to the needs of the saints and practicing 

hospitality.‖  (12:13) ―Contribute‖ is the word koinoneo (koinwne,w) which is related 
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to the word koinonia (koinwni,a), or fellowship. Believers belong to each other in 

Christ and share all they have, including physical resources. They have fellowship 

through the sharing of resources.  

 

The early church placed an extremely high value on hospitality. Literally, 

Romans says, "Pursue hospitality." And the verb implies continuous action. So the 

command in Romans 12:13 is that hospitality not just be a once-a-year thing at 

Thanksgiving or Christmas, but a constant attitude and practice. Our homes and 

apartments should stand constantly ready for strategic hospitality—a readiness to 

welcome people who don't ordinarily live there. 

 

1 Peter 4:8–9 says, "Above all hold unfailing your love for one another, since 

love covers a multitude of sins. Practice hospitality ungrudgingly to one another." 

In other words, the command to be hospitable is not just a command to do 

something. It is not just a command that can be legalistically fulfilled with a quota of 

guests. It is a command to be a certain kind of person, namely, the kind that doesn't 

resent having to be hospitable; it is the kind of person who doesn't look at the extra 

dishes and bedding and bother—and grumble. "Practice hospitality ungrudgingly to one 

another." Let your hospitality be an extension or an overflow of God's hospitality to you. 

Be a good steward of God's grace (I Pet 4:10). 

 

Since it is ―brotherly‖ love that is being expanded upon, we should assume that the 

strangers the author has in mind are brothers in the faith. In the first century, inns were 

often dangerous and expensive making travel difficult (Bruce, 370). Hospitality greatly 

helped in the spread of the gospel. By way of encouragement, he reminds them that some, 

by exercising hospitality, have entertained angels without being aware of it. Abraham (Gen. 

18:1ff) and Lot (Gen. 19:1-2) are some OT examples of this. The illustration is not to make 

the hope of entertaining a supernatural visitor the motivation for hospitality, but rather 

shows the pleasure of God toward those who are hospitable.  

 

13:3 Remember the prisoners, as though in prison with them, and those 
who are ill-treated, since you yourselves also are in the body. 
 

The second application of love is focused on brothers in the faith who were in 

prison, presumably because of their faith (cf. I Pet. 2:19-23).  Prisoners in the first 

century were often badly treated and depended upon the sympathy of friends and family 

to meet their needs. But the danger always existed that sympathizers might suffer the 

same fate as the one in prison due to guilt of association. Christians, however, should be so 

filled with compassion to brothers in need that fear should not cause them to withhold 

love.  
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13:4 Marriage is to be held in honor among all, and the marriage bed is 
to be undefiled; for fornicators and adulterers God will judge. 
 

Love in the marriage bond is a third way that love can be practically applied. 

―Marriage should be honored by all‖ (Heb. 13:4). ―The marriage bed‖ is a euphemism for 

sexual intercourse. Christian love expresses itself in marriage by being faithful to one‘s 

spouse. Although all sin will be judged, the judgment for sexual immorality is specifically 

mentioned because so many in the first century thought that marital faithfulness was an 

unreasonable demand to make (Morris, 146). Though many adulterers may go undetected on 

earth, they will not be exempt from God‘s judgment. 

 

The author now moves to the issue of contentment in the lives of believers (Heb. 

13:4-5).  

 

13:5 Make sure that your character is free from the love of money, 
being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, "I WILL NEVER 
DESERT YOU, NOR WILL I EVER FORSAKE YOU," 

13:6 so that we confidently say, "THE LORD IS MY HELPER, I WILL 
NOT BE AFRAID. WHAT WILL MAN DO TO ME?" (cf. Psa. 118:6) 
 

Sins of impurity and covetousness are linked elsewhere in the Bible (I Cor. 5:10-11; 

Eph. 5:3-5; I Thess. 4:3-6). A covetous man will pursue his desires whether they are sexual 

or financial. But there is no need for the believer to hoard riches, for God has already 

promised that He will never leave or forsake us (Deut. 31:6, 8; I Chron. 28:20).  

 

As believers and children of God, we have a confidence that cannot be shaken. We 

know that God is our helper and will always come to our assistance in time of need. Because 

God is our helper, there is absolutely no reason to fear.  

 

13:7-17 Religious responsibilities 
 
 13:7-8 toward Christian leaders 

 
13:7 Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to you; 

and considering the result of their conduct, imitate their faith. 
 13:8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today, yes and forever. 
 

The Bible gives more instruction on how leaders should behave than on how 

Christians should respond to them, but this does not mean that a proper attitude toward 

leaders is any less important.  
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The leaders being spoken of in verses 7-8 are evidently those who have since 

passed away (―the outcome of their way of life‖ being understood as death). They are to 

be respected and imitated. In particular, the author encourages imitating their faith, for 

this was the area in which the readers had their greatest struggle. 

 

Although the message of their leaders had been received in the past, Jesus, the 

key figure in God‘s salvation, doesn‘t change. Christ‘s ―help, grace, and power are 

permanently at His peoples‘ disposal . . . He never needs to be replaced and nothing can be 

added to His perfect work‖ (Bruce, 375). 

 

 13:9-16 in true sacrifice 
 

To some, Christianity appeared to be an impoverished religion because it lacked the 

outward apparatus so commonly associated with worship. Christians had no altar, no 

sacrifice, or any visible priest.  The author responds by outlining true Christian sacrifice. 

 

Verse 9 begins by saying; 

 

13:9 Do not be carried away by varied and strange teachings; for it is 
good for the heart to be strengthened by grace, not by foods, through which 
those who were thus occupied were not benefited. 
 

The readers had come from a religious system full of rules and ceremonies which 

they were naturally hesitant to abandon. But they were now in danger of being carried 

away with all kinds (lit. ―many colored‖ – Morris, 149) of strange teachings (lit. ―foreign 

teachings‖, i.e. teachings that are foreign to the gospel), including, no doubt, teachings 

about ceremonial foods.  Such foods only nourish the body; they cannot nourish the inner 

man. The heart (i.e. the whole of the inner life) isn‘t strengthened by external means, but 

only by the internal working of the grace of God.  

 

It was the heart that led people astray under the old covenant. 

 
Hebrews 3:8 ―Do not harden your hearts as when they provoked Me, As in the day of trial in the wilderness…‖   

Hebrews 3:10 "Therefore I was angry with this generation, And said, 'They always go astray in their heart; And 

they did not know My ways.‘‖   

 

And it was the heart that God promised to change under the New Covenant. 

 
Hebrews 8:10   "For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel After those days, says the 

Lord: I will put My laws into their minds, And I will write them upon their hearts. . . ― 

Hebrews 10:16   ―This is the covenant that I will make with them After those days, says the Lord: I will put My 

laws upon their heart, And upon their mind I will write them. . . ― 
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Access to God was made possible by what Christ has done. 

 
Hebrews 10:22  ―…let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled 

clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.‖  

 

Now in verse 10 and 11 he moves to his primary point. 

 

13:10 We have an altar, from which those who serve the tabernacle 
have no right to eat. 

 13:11 For the bodies of those animals whose blood is brought into the 
holy place by the high priest as an offering for sin, are burned outside the 
camp. 
 

Christians do not have a physical altar where sacrifice needs to be offered daily, 

but we do have an ―altar‖ upon which sacrifice has been made. That is, we have the 

sacrifice of Christ‘s death and all it accomplished.  

 

Normally, when sacrifices for sin were offered for people, parts of the animal were 

eaten by the priests (Lev. 4:22-35; 6:25-26; 10:16-20). However, on the Day of Atonement 

the bull and goat sacrifices were not eaten. Instead, animals were killed, their blood was 

carried into the Holy of Holies, and the carcasses were incinerated outside of the camp 

(Lev. 4:1-21; 16:27). The burning of the sacrifice outside the camp pictured the complete 

removal of sin from among the people.  

 

In all this, the author is trying to show that Christ dramatically fulfilled the 

imagery of the Day of Atonement sacrifices by being crucified outside the gates of the 

Jerusalem. Jesus‘ crucifixion corresponds to the sacrificial remains of the animals that 

were burned outside the city in verse 11. 

 

When he says that ―We have an altar, from which those who serve the tabernacle 
have no right to eat‖ the author could be referring to the fact that the Jews who serve in 

the earthly tabernacle cannot participate in the benefits of Christ‘s sacrifice (O‘Brien), or 

the words may simply serve as part of the illustration to make the author‘s point in his 

analogy of Christ‘s sacrifice to the Day of Atonement (Kent, 283). 

 

13:12 Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people through 
His own blood, suffered outside the gate. 
 

Just as the sacrifice on the Day of Atonement outside of the assembly of Israel 

symbolized the complete removal of sin from the people, Jesus‘ suffering did the same. 

The physical analogy of dying outside the gate is thus tied to our complete sanctification.  
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13:13 Hence, let us go out to Him outside the camp (―camp‖ not ―gate‖ 

most likely emphasizes the complete abandonment of Judaism), bearing His 
reproach. 

  
As we have said, the crucifixion of Christ outside the city (cf. Kent, 285 for other 

NT references) was also regarded as a token of His rejection by the Jews. It was a place 

of disgrace. But if Moses ―regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value 

than the treasures of Egypt‖ (Heb. 11:26), so the author hopes that Christians will also 

count the riches they have in Christ greater than anything they could possibly gain 

elsewhere. Because Jesus suffered outside the gate (Jn. 19:17-20) demonstrating His 

rejection by the people, Christians should be willing to suffer with Him and bear His 

disgrace. 

 

There is an interesting story in Exodus 33 that parallels what is being said here. 

After the incident of the golden calf (Exo. 32) when the people of Israel had rejected 

God, it says that ―Moses took his tent and pitched it outside the camp, far from the camp, 

and called it the tabernacle of meeting. And it came to pass that everyone who sought the 

LORD went out to the tabernacle of meeting which was outside the camp‖ (Exo. 33:7). In 

the person of Jesus, God had again been rejected in the camp.  His presence was, 

therefore, enjoyed outside the camp where Jesus was (Bruce, 381). The Jews had been 

taught to think that everything inside the camp was holy and everything outside was 

profane. But since Jesus had been expelled, what was once profane was now considered 

holy because the presence of Jesus was there. To be with Jesus meant bearing the stigma 

that He bore and rejecting what had rejected Him. ―There, ‗outside the camp‘ stood Jesus, 

calling them to follow Him‖ (Bruce, 382).  

 

The appeal is to leave Judaism and go to the place Jesus is, by way of application, 

an appeal to forsake the system we are in with all its securities and go where Jesus died – 

outside the gate.  

 

The reason we can do this is because our hope is not in the present world, but we 

look for a lasting city. ―For‖ (gar -  ga,r) in verse 14 makes this clear. 

 

13:14 For here we do not have a lasting city, but we are seeking the 
city which is to come. 
 

As in 11:10 the city that is to come stands for the best and highest quality of life. 

Everything of this world is transient but the place we long for has no end (cf. Heb. 11:9, 

10; 12:22).  
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13:15 Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of 
praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name. 
 

 ―Through Him‖ is in an emphatic position in Greek stressing that it‘s through Christ 

alone, not the Levitical system or any other means that the worshipper can come to God. 

Our association to sacrifice is no longer with animals but with Christ. It is not physical but 

spiritual. Christians do not have animal sacrifices to offer, but we still have sacrifices that 

please God 

 

―Sacrifice of praise‖ follows the wording in Leviticus 7:12 that describes the peace 

offering. A peace offering was a voluntary offering that was brought whenever the 

worshipper chose to render special thanks to God. 

 

This ―sacrifice of praise‖ is further described as ―the fruit of lips that confess his 

name.‖ The wording is taken from the Greek translation of the Hebrew OT in Hosea 14:2. 

In the original Hebrew it reads ―calves of our lips.‖ In other words, we can offer sacrifice 

(calves) to God through our speech. The sacrifice that pleases God are words 

acknowledging and praising Him, as well as words of thanks and praise that flow from our 

hearts.  

 

In verse 16 two more examples are given of sacrifices which we can offer: doing 

good and sharing with others. 

 

13:16 And do not neglect doing good and sharing; for with such 
sacrifices God is pleased. 
 

 

To ―do good‖ is a general idea, referring to any act that pleases God, while ―to share 

with others‖ has, more specifically, to do with giving material possessions, experiences, 

encouragement and comfort.  

 

According to verse 15, these sacrifices are to be offered continually. In Judaism 

sacrifices were offered at specific times for specific reasons, but there are no 

circumstances in which praise, doing good, and sharing should cease. 
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 13:17 in obedience 
 

13:17 Obey your leaders, and submit to them; for they keep watch over 
your souls, as those who will give an account. Let them do this with joy and 
not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you. 
 

Verse 7 referred to leaders who had died; verse 17 focuses on the current leaders 

among them. The readers are asked to co-operate with them so that their task is made 

easier and they can do their job with joy. There is nothing in the original Greek that 

corresponds to the NIV‘s ―to their authority.‖  A literal translation would read, ―Obey your 

leaders and submit.‖ To ―obey‖ means to assent to another‘s direction and ―to submit‖ 

means to yield a contrary opinion aside in favor of someone else‘s (Kent. 288). 

 

The NIV also omits the word ―for‖ which gives the reason why we are to obey our 

leaders. For ―they keep watch over you as men who must give an account.‖  Leaders in the 

church have an awesome responsibility; they are to have spiritual oversight over those 

allotted to their care. They are to be alert to people‘s needs and will give account to God 

for their actions.  

 

There has always been a tendency in churches for visitors to come and teach ―new 

truths‖ that draw the people to them. Yet the local leaders, not the perpetrators of some 

new teaching, are the ones who have the real concern for the flock and sense their 

accountability to God in this matter. If their job becomes burdensome because of 

quarrelsome and obstinate individuals, both the leaders and the flock will suffer. When 

the author says ―it will be unprofitable for you‖ he is using a rhetorical device called 

litotes, or understatement (Kent. 289). Such a device is used to heighten the point. Those 

who make things difficult for their leaders not only lose out on the profit they could have 

had, there will actually be a loss in what they presently have (I Cor. 3:13-15: II Cor. 5:10). 

 

13:18-25 Final Comments 
 
13:18-19 Request for Prayer 
 

13:18 Pray for us, for we are sure that we have a good conscience, 
desiring to conduct ourselves honorably in all things. 

 13:19 And I urge you all the more to do this, that I may be restored 
to you the sooner. 
 

―Pray for us‖ is a command that that implies that they already have been 

praying, and requests that they continue to do so on a consistent basis.  
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The prayer is not asking that they might have a good conscience and desire 

to live honorably, but rather their clear conscience and integrity was the basis for 

praying (cf. Paul in II Cor. 2:12; 6:3). It appears that he has been accused of some 

fault. The actual prayer is that the author may be able to be with his readers again. 

 

13:20-21 Prayer for the Readers 
 

13:20 Now the God of peace, who brought up from the dead the great 
Shepherd of the sheep through the blood of the eternal covenant, even Jesus 
our Lord, 

 13:21 equip you in every good thing to do His will, working in us that 
which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The prayer for his readers gathers a number of themes that have been 

present in the letter.  

 

It is tempting to think that he deliberately refers to God as the God of 

peace because of all the discord among the readers, but the title is a truth that is 

relevant to everyone. God not only brought peace through Christ, but also brings 

peace to every troubled heart.  

 

It is this God who raised Jesus from the dead who is called the great 

Shepherd of the Sheep. The words seem to be derived from Isaiah 63:11; ―Where 

is He who brought them up out of the sea with the shepherd of His flock?‖ – though 

the thought here is quite different. Christ is called our shepherd elsewhere (Jn. 10; 

I Pet. 2:25; Matt. 26:31; Mk. 14:27), but is truly the great Shepherd, for no other 

can compare to Him. 

 

The resurrection of Christ is linked to the ―blood of the eternal covenant.‖ 

The author has emphasized the superiority of the new covenant over and over again. 

Now he demonstrates that when he spoke of the blood of the covenant, he never 

envisioned a dead Christ. It was the sacrificial death of Christ that made 

resurrection possible. 

 

―May He equip you‖ reminds us that the successful Christian life is 

dependent upon God equipping us, not something we can do to equip ourselves. God 

supplies us with what we need to live a successful Christian life. Notice that we 

should be equipped to do God‘s will. Doing God‘s will is the highest calling man can 

achieve, and reaching that high depends upon supernatural empowerment.  
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It is interesting that He works in us to do what is pleasing to Him. In one 

sense it is ―our‖ deed, but in another sense it is God working through us. The author 

includes himself in the ―us‖ demonstrating that he too is dependent upon the grace 

of God and is not a special case, as so often people at church think leaders are.  

 

 

13:22 Exhortation to Heed the Epistle 
 

The author is well aware that not all will heed his warnings throughout the 

letter, so with one last effort he says,  

 

13:22 But I urge you, brethren, bear with this word of exhortation, for 
I have written to you briefly. 

 

Though he has often been severe, he loves the readers as brothers.  He 

desires their best and urges them to listen to all he has said, lay aside the old 

ceremonies and types which simply pointed to greater realities, and to cling to all 

that God has done in Christ. 

 

13:23 Information about Timothy 
 

13:23 Take notice that our brother Timothy has been released, with 
whom, if he comes soon, I shall see you. 

 

Timothy knew the author of Hebrews and the readers of the epistle. It is 

difficult what ―released‖ might mean. It could simply mean that he has started off 

on his journey or may mean that he has been released of some prior obligation. But 

it is also possible that it indicates being released from prison (Morris, 157). 

Whatever the case, the author was sure that Timothy was on his way and he hoped 

that they would be able to meet to visit the readers together. If he is delayed, the 

author intends on coming anyway. 

 

13:24-25 Final Greetings and Benediction 
 

13:24 Greet all of your leaders and all the saints. Those from Italy 
greet you. 

 13:25 Grace be with you all. 
 

For a third time the leaders are mentioned. They were to be greeted by the 

readers, which makes it clear that they were not the recipients of the letter and 

did not fall under the same condemnations. The NIV translates ―saints‖ as ―God‘s 

people,‖ losing the nuance of the Greek in the translation.  A saint is someone who is 
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consecrated, set apart by God to do His service. This should be an accurate 

description of every believer.  

 

Greetings ―from those from Italy‖ raises the question of whether the letter 

was written from Italy or the author‘s companions were Italians living abroad. 

There is no way of concluding which is correct. 

 

The author concludes by praying for the grace of God upon his friends. 

 


