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10:1-18 Christ’s once for all offering 
 

The last element of the new covenant is now treated in greater detail. The 

subject is divided into two sections; (1) the inadequacy of animal sacrifices (10:1-

10) and (2) the adequacy of Christ‟s sacrifice (10:11-18). 

 

1) the inadequacy of animal sacrifices (10:1-10) 

 

10:1 For the Law, since it has only a shadow of the good things to come 
and not the very form of things, can never, by the same sacrifices 
which they offer continually year by year, make perfect those who draw 
near. 
 10:2 Otherwise, would they not have ceased to be offered, because 
the worshipers, having once been cleansed, would no longer have had 
consciousness of sins? 
 10:3 But in those sacrifices there is a reminder of sins year by year. 
 10:4 For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away 
sins. 
    

The author draws a distinction between the “shadow” (ski,a skia) and the 

“image”  (eivw/n eikon; i.e. “form” NAS). As Westcott says, “The words contain one of 

the very few illustrations which are taken from art in the N.T.”  The „shadow‟ is the 

dark outlined figure cast by the object, as in bas-relief. It implies dimness and 

transitoriness; but it also implies a resemblance to the reality. On the other hand, 

the image speaks of something far superior (Heb. 9:23ff). The “image” (eivw/n eikon) 

is “not an imperfect, partial reproduction” (Bruce, 235), it is “the „embodiment‟ or 

„actual manifestation‟ of the realities” themselves (O‟Brien, 345). Just as the OT 

tabernacle was a “shadow” of something greater (8:5), the author now applies the 

same wording to the whole OT law (Cf. Col. 2:16-17).   

 

Bringing meaning of the words out of the realm of art and into the context 

of our discussion, we see that the OT is like the outline an artist sketches on his 

canvas before he begins painting. The work of Christ is the finished masterpiece 

(Bruce, 235, n.9).  

 

The inferiority of the OT system is demonstrated by the fact that though 

the OT believer was able to “draw near” to God (Exo 16:9; 34:32; Lev. 9:5; Num. 

10:3-4), the worshippers themselves could not be made perfect.  

 

The Day of Atonement was an annual reminder of sin.  It was a day of 

fasting (Lev. 23:26-32) and confession of sins (16:20-22), while the act of the High 
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Priest entering behind the veil reminded the people of their separateness from 

God. But the OT sacrifices could not bring a once-for-all cleansing. They were only a 

ceremonial expression of pardon for sin, and ones that had only temporary results. 

Had the sacrifices really dealt with sin, they would not have had to be repeated 

year after year, but would have permanently cleansed the worshippers‟ consciences, 

allowing them to have unrestricted access to the presence of God. But no OT 

sacrifice could bring peace like a pardon bestowed on someone once for all, for “it is 
impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins” (Heb 10:4).  

 

The author now proves his point by referring to some key thoughts of David 

in Psalm 40 (Psa. 40: 6-8) which reflect the attitude of Christ toward His Father.  

 

  10:5 Therefore, when He comes into the world, He says, "SACRIFICE 
AND OFFERING YOU HAVE NOT DESIRED, BUT A BODY YOU HAVE 
PREPARED FOR ME; 
 10:6 IN WHOLE BURNT OFFERINGS AND sacrifices FOR SIN YOU 
HAVE TAKEN NO PLEASURE. 
 10:7 "THEN I SAID, 'BEHOLD, I HAVE COME (IN THE SCROLL OF 
THE BOOK IT IS WRITTEN OF ME) TO DO YOUR WILL, O GOD.'" 
  

Sacrifices and offerings in themselves never pleased God. They may have if 

they were offered with a penitent heart, but in themselves they meant nothing (cf.  

Isa. 1:11; Jer. 6:20; Hos. 6:6; Amos 5:21-22). But Psalm 40 expressed King David‟s 

willingness to do more than just offer sacrifice.  

 

This is applied directly to Christ (as the words “He comes into the world” 

indicate) and is, therefore, typological of the greater King.  

 

“A body you have prepared for me” is literally in the Hebrew OT ”ears you 

dug for me.”  The author‟s quote is a paraphrase – the hollowing out of the ears is 

part of the total work of fashioning the human body (O‟Brien, 350). The body of 

Christ offered as a sacrifice is far superior to any sacrifice offered by the law.  

 

King David desired to do the will of God. He recognized that God‟s 

instruction in the Word of God (“the scroll”) was concerning him so he committed 

himself to doing it. The experience of David is a pointer to Christ who likewise - in a 

far more significant way -  submitted to the will of God in the Scriptures to fulfill 

God‟s divine purpose of Christ to become a better sacrifice (2:10, 14, 17).  

 

(see O‟Brien pp 349-350 for the meaning of the types of sacrifices 

mentioned)  
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 10:8 After saying above, "SACRIFICES AND OFFERINGS AND 
WHOLE BURNT OFFERINGS AND sacrifices FOR SIN YOU HAVE NOT 
DESIRED, NOR HAVE YOU TAKEN PLEASURE in them" (which are 
offered according to the Law), 
 10:9 then He said, "BEHOLD, I HAVE COME TO DO YOUR WILL." He 
takes away the first in order to establish the second. 

 

What was true of David was true to a greater degree of Christ. Jesus 

offered Himself in totality to the will of God, even to the point of dying as a 

sacrifice for sin. When He did this, the old sacrificial system was abolished, for the 

death of Christ was final, making further sacrifice unnecessary (Heb. 10:9).   

 

Verses 8 and 9 contrast and highlight (1) God‟s dissatisfaction with the OT 

sacrificial system (2) and the willing sacrifice of Christ. 

 

1. Psalm 40:6 says, “sacrifice and offering You did not desire; My ears You 

have opened. Burnt offering and sin offering You did not require.”  Once again the 

author paraphrases those points that are relative to his argument. God never 

desired sacrifices from His people. Sacrifices were for those who were 

disobedient. Isaiah 1:10-17 and 66:3-4 emphasize this as well.  But here, the 

emphasis is not on the dissatisfaction over the need for sacrifices but with the 

temporary effectiveness of them. The contrast is between the superiority of 

Christ‟s sacrifice to that of the OT system.  

 

2. The quote in verse 9 is a partial quotation of Psalm 40:7.  The brevity of 

the statement emphasizes that Christ fulfilled in His sacrifice what the animal 

sacrifices could not do. God knew from the beginning that when he commanded that 

bulls and goats be offered as sacrifices, they were "shadows" of a greater reality - 

as verse 1 says. Christ has always been the answer to man‟s need; His sacrifice is 

what all the shadows were pointing to. The significance in this is seen in the last 

part of verse 9 - “He takes away the first in order to establish the second.”  God 

takes away the old covenant sacrifices and establishes the new sacrifice in Christ.  

 

(NOTE: Some see “first” and “second” as references to the old covenant and 

the new, but this does not match either the context or Psalm 40 where there is no 

mention of a covenant at all.)   

 

 10:10 By this will we have been sanctified through the offering of the 
body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
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“The divine will, unfulfilled in animal sacrifices, is realized in Christ's 

offering of Himself. He came to be a great High Priest, and the body was prepared 

for him, that by the offering of it He might put sinful men for ever into the 

perfect religious relation to God" (Denney, The Death of Christ, p. 234)” (RWP).  

(Heb 10:10) 

 

“This will” refers to God‟s will that Christ offer Himself in sacrificial death, 

but it is also clear that Jesus‟ will was the same as the Father‟s.  In verse 10 the 

author introduces a new aspect of Christ‟s work. It was through His death that 

God‟s people are sanctified.  

 

If sanctification is one way of describing the results of Christ‟s death, then 

so is “perfection” (10:1, 14) and the “cleansing of the conscience” (10:14, 29). 

Though these are not synonymous ideas, they all work toward the same end – they 

make the believer fit to offer acceptable worship to God.  

 

So perfect was the sacrifice of Christ that it need not be offered again – it 

was once for all.  

 

 
 

By way of summary, had the sacrificial system truly cleansed the person – 

that is, had it cleansed the conscience – the worshippers would have enjoyed 

unrestricted communion with God. But that was not the case. The presence of sin in 

the conscience hindered communion with God. However, with the sacrifice of Christ, 

cleansing of conscience is complete and marks the beginning of the Christian life.  

In Acts 15:8, 9 Peter said, “And God, who knows the human heart, testified to them 

by giving them the Holy Spirit, just as he did to us; and in cleansing their hearts by 

faith he has made no distinction between them and us.” Thus Christ becomes a 

superior sacrifice by offering Himself in obedience to the Father‟s will.  

 

2) the adequacy of Christ’s sacrifice (10:11-18) 

 

Hebrews 10:1-10 has proven the inadequacy of the sacrificial system that 

was given to Moses and concluded by stating that it was replaced by the sacrifice 

of Christ. This naturally leads to a discussion as to why the sacrifice of Christ is 

superior.  The sacrifice of Christ is first seen to be superior by virtue of Jesus‟ 

present position. 
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  10:11 Every priest stands daily ministering and offering time after 
time the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins; 
 10:12 but He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, SAT 
DOWN AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD, 
 10:13 waiting from that time onward UNTIL HIS ENEMIES BE MADE 
A FOOTSTOOL FOR HIS FEET. 
 10:14 For by one offering He has perfected for all time those who are 
sanctified. 

 

Psalm 110 is quoted in verses 12 and 13 and is a common reference in the NT 

to support Christ‟s messianic kingship (cf. Matt 22:44; Mk 12:36; Lk. 20:42; Acts 

2:34; Heb 1:14).   

 

“The right hand of God” need not be taken spatially, but is a reference to 

the place of highest honor and closeness to YHWH; a metaphor for a position of 
supreme authority. In the OT, at a coronation ceremony, an Israelite king was said 

to be at the right hand of the invisible Lord though he served as king on the earth. 

In other words, Christ‟s position at the right hand of God does not preclude the OT 

hope of a physical reign of messiah on earth; it simply emphasizes that He has been 

installed as Messiah, with all messianic authority.  

 

Jesus‟ appointment to this position is the inaugural promise of the Davidic 

covenant, not the complete fulfillment of it (II Sam 7). With Christ seated at the 

right hand of the Father, God fulfilled His promise that one of David‟s descendants 

would sit on the throne forever. The messianic age has dawned. Messiah has 

entered His glory. Jesus is not yet actively reigning as the Son of David over His 

kingdom in the fullest extent, but He has already been installed in that position and 

will establish His kingdom over the earth when He returns and rules from Zion 

(Saucy, A Case for Progressive Dispensationalism, 70-75).  

 

The efficacy of the sacrifice on the Day of Atonement didn‟t even last a 

year. Every priest stood at the altar daily, offering sin and trespass offerings over 

and over again.  Because the sacrifices were inadequate, the process was endless. 

Christ, however, offered one sacrifice that is sufficient for all time so He does not 

need to stand daily at the altar like the Aaronic priests did (Deut 18:5). He has 

taken a seat at the right hand of the Father and is waiting until all of the enemies 

of God are placed under His feet.  

 

Because Christ‟s offering was sufficient to meet all the demands of a holy 

God, Christians are said to be made perfect. That is, we are complete and fit to be 

in God‟s presence forever. No further sacrifice needs to be offered on our behalf.  
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In Hebrews 10:10 it says “we have been sanctified.” This participle is a 

perfect tense in Greek and is used to indicate a past action that results in a 

completed state. That is, we were made holy at a point of time and remain in a holy 

condition. But then in 10:14 he says we are “being made holy” (a present participle in 

Greek), suggesting that we are in a continual process of sanctification. The two 

thoughts are reconciled when the context in which each participle appears is 

considered. In the first case, the author is making a reference to the sanctification 

that takes place when we believe. At salvation we are set apart from sin for the 

worship and service of God. It‟s a condition that does not change. Christ has 

perfected His people, and it is already complete. "For by one offering He has 

perfected for all time those who are being sanctified." He "has" done it. And he has 

done it "for all time." The perfecting of his people is complete and it is complete 

forever. The perfecting of believers qualifies them to draw near to God and enables 

them to enjoy the new covenant relationship with Him.  In 10:14, however, he is 

talking about a timeless condition (Morris, 101; Guthrie, 329). Though the verb “are 

sanctified” is a present passive participle, this is not talking about an ongoing 

process since in the Book of Hebrews, sanctification is the definitive consecration 

of God that makes the believer fit to have fellowship with God (2:11; 9:13-14; 10:10, 

29; 13:12)  (O‟Brien, 357).  Once we have been perfected and cleansed by Christ, we 

are God‟s holy people forever (Bruce, 247). 

 

 10:15 And the Holy Spirit also testifies to us; for after saying, 
 10:16 "THIS IS THE COVENANT THAT I WILL MAKE WITH THEM 
AFTER THOSE DAYS, SAYS THE LORD: I WILL PUT MY LAWS UPON 
THEIR HEART, AND ON THEIR MIND I WILL WRITE THEM," He 
then says, 
 10:17 "AND THEIR SINS AND THEIR LAWLESS DEEDS I WILL 
REMEMBER NO MORE." 
 10:18 Now where there is forgiveness of these things, there is no 
longer any offering for sin. 

 

The OT teaching on the new covenant (cf. Jer. 31:33ff.) is again used (cf. 

Heb. 8:8-12) to support the author‟s conclusions. When sins are no longer 

remembered, people made complete, and sanctification is a present possession, 

nothing from the old covenant could be added. 
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10:19-13:17   PRACTICAL EXHORTATIONS  
 

10:19-25 is a major turning point in the Book of Hebrews as was 4:14-16. 

These two sections are exhortations that form the theological frame of the book 

marking the beginning and the ending of the author‟s discussion about the 

priesthood of Christ (5:1-10:18) (O‟Brien, 360).  

 

The “therefore” in 10:19 indicates that a conclusion is being drawn from the 

doctrinal discussions in chapters 1-9. Based on all that has been said, the writer of 

Hebrews draws out practical instruction for the believer. The superiority of Christ 

should be evident to all the readers by now, but such knowledge must not remain as 

just facts in our minds. It should result in correspondingly appropriate conduct. 

 
10:19-31 An exhortation to use the new access to God  
 

 Verse 19-25 fit together in the following way: 

 

In 10:19-21 the author reminds us of two blessings (indicated by the word “since”) 

that form the basis of his exhortations in verses 22-25. He reminds us that: (1) we 

have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus (10:19-20), and (2) 

we have a great priest over the house of God (10:21).  

 

Because these wonderful gifts are ours: 

(1) we should draw near to God (10:22) 

(2) we should not waver in our hope (10:23)  

(3) we should stimulate one another to love and good deeds (10:24-25) 

 
 
 10:19-20 Therefore, brethren, 

 since we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of  
Jesus, by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us  
through the veil, that is, His flesh, 

 10:21 and  
since we have a great priest over the house of God, 

  
 
 10:22 let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled 
clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 
 
 10:23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful;  
 

 10:24 and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, 
 10:25 not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one 
another; and all the more as you see the day drawing near. 
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 10:19 Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the holy 
place by the blood of Jesus, 
 10:20 by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us  
through the veil, that is, His flesh, 
 10:21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 

 
First, the author reminds us of our confidence, our parresia (parrhsi,a) in Greek. 

In pre-biblical Greek, parresia was an essential mark of Greek democracy. It referred 

to both the right and freedom of a Greek citizen to speak openly in public. Parresia was 

an objective truth – something based on fact- not just a feeling of confidence. In the 

book of Hebrews, it speaks of the believer‟s freedom to have access into God's 

presence and his authority to enter the sanctuary. In the OT this privilege was 

restricted to the priest who represented the people (TDNT, V, 871-884). No one had 

confidence to enter the Holy place since it carried with it the threat of death. Nadab 

and Abihu died before God when they offered strange incense (Lev. 10:2) and the high 

priest never lingered in the Holy of Holies because if he did, the people became fearful 

that he had died as well. Approaching God was a serious thing, not to be taken lightly. 

“But those who have been cleansed within, consecrated and made perfect by the 

sacrifice of Christ, have received a free right of access into His holy presence; and our 

author urges his readers to avail themselves fully of this free right” (Bruce, 240). We 

are told to approach God with confidence. 

 

Because Christ‟s sacrifice was final (Heb. 10:14), believers are not restricted to 

the outer courts. Neither do they need to offer any other sacrifice to God. Christ‟s 

sacrifice was all-sufficient, opening the way to the Father forever to all who believe in 

Him. This truth gives the Christian a new attitude toward the presence of God.  

 

Christ‟s sacrifice is called “a new and living way (Heb. 10:20).” It is a “new” way 

because it was not opened up until Christ died. It is “living” way, first because access 

into God's presence is life-giving, but also because it is no longer dependent upon a dead 
animal but the living, resurrected Christ.   

 

This way is “opened for us through the curtain.” The curtain is the veil that 

separated the Holy Place from the Holy of Holies. This veil is now likened to the body 

of Christ. In His death Jesus secured access into the presence of God. This same truth 

was taught when the veil was rent in two as Jesus died (Matt. 27:51). 

 

The next blessing that should stir us to action is in verse 21; we have a great 

priest (Heb. 10:21) who is the Son over God‟s household (3:1-6). He has opened the way 

to God (Heb. 10:20), therefore, we should have confidence in drawing near to Him. 
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10:22 Let us draw near to God 
 

10:22 let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, 
having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies 
washed with pure water. 
 

Since we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus and 

since we have a great priest over the house of God (vv. 19-21), we are told to draw near 

to God. The way that we draw near to God is with “a sincere heart in full assurance of 
faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed 
with pure water” (10:22).  

 

We are to have hearts that evidence complete trust and devotion. It is a heart 

that is loyal. The heart is to be sincere in that it is a heart characterized by full 

assurance of faith. Such faith is the confidence generated by the certainty of Christ‟s 

work done on our behalf. 

 

We have confidence to enter God‟s presence because our hearts have been 

sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. Both the 

sprinkling of blood and washing of water find their significance in OT imagery. Moses 

sprinkled the people with blood at the inauguration of the old covenant at Mt. Sinai 

(Exo. 24:3-8); and water symbolized cleansing. The priest was cleansed with water 

before he could enter into the tabernacle (Exo. 30:18-21), and people were also 

cleansed with water ceremonially (cf. Lev. 16:4; cf. 14:9; 15:11, etc.). 

 

But more significantly, the wording immediately stirs up images of the New 

Covenant just mentioned in 10:15-17 (cf. Heb. 8:8ff.; Jer. 31:33; Ezek. 36:25-27). 

 
Ezekiel 36:25-27 

 

25 "Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you 

will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your filthiness and 

from all your idols. 

26 "Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a 

new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone 

from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 

27 "I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to 

walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My 

ordinances. 

 
Christians have become participants of the New Covenant through the sprinkling 

of the blood of Christ (Lk. 22:20) and those who have been given the right of access 

into the presence of God by the blood of Christ have been cleansed with that same 

blood. In short, it‟s the new birth that cleanses from sin and renews (Jn. 3:5).  
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Due to the definitive nature of Christ‟s cleansing work, the believer has been 

purified by God to enter His presence and the barrier of a guilty and tormented 

conscience that prevented access to God has been removed. Therefore, there should be 

no wavering or hesitation. Therefore, we are told to “seize the opportunity of access to 

God which Christ‟s priesthood and sacrifice have made possible” (O‟Brien, 366). 

 

10:23 Let us hold fast our confession 
 

Secondly, since we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of 

Jesus and since we have a great priest over the house of God, we are to cling to the 

confession of our hope (Heb. 10:23). 

 

 10:23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for 
He who promised is faithful;  

 

“Holding fast” has been one of the themes of Hebrews (2:1-3; 3:2-14; 4:1, 11; 

6:1-8, 16-20) and will continue to be (Hebrews 11; 12: 1-2). Here we are told to “hold 

fast the confession of our hope” 

 

“Hope vividly anticipates that God will fulfill His promises in a particular 

way” (Westcott). Hope is the assurance of the present and future promises of God. 

We hold without wavering.  

 

The means of maintaining our hope is God‟s faithfulness; “He who promised 
is faithful.” We can hold on to hope because we know that God will faithfully fulfill 

all that He has promised to do (cf. 6:17-18).  “God‟s faithfulness in fulfilling other 

promises, like the inauguration of the new covenant (8:6) assures the listeners that 

He will keep these promises as well” (O‟Brien, 369).  
 

10:24-25 Let us encourage one another 
 
Thirdly, since we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood 

of Jesus and since we have a great priest over the house of God we are to 
also “consider how we may stimulate one another to love and good deeds.” 
(Hebrews 10:24).  

 
 10:24 and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and 
good deeds, 
 10:25 not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of 
some, but encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day 
drawing near. 
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“Consider” denotes making careful observations and putting thought into 

something.  The word is used one other time in Hebrews where the writer says, 

"Consider Jesus" (Heb. 3:1). That is, we are to look at Him; think about Him, focus 

on Him, study Him, let our minds be occupied with Him. Here, we are to "Consider 

one another" (one another is the object of the verb consider).  “Literally this is 

God's call on us to consider one another, that is, to look at one another, think about 

one another, focus on one another, study one another, let your mind be occupied 

with one another. And the goal of this focus on others is to think of ways of 

stimulating them to love and good deeds” (sermon by John Piper, - Hebrews 3:12-14; 10:23-25; 

September 18, ,2005; John Piper. © Desiring God. Website: desiringGod.org). “Let us notice the state 

and circumstances of each other for the purpose of stimulating love and acts of 

kindness and benevolence, its proper fruits.” (Calvin‟s commentary – note) 

Prompting others toward love and good deeds is not a random event. It‟s 

done with careful consideration and planning. “One another” suggests mutual 

activity. We do not gather seeking encouragement from the leaders, but each 

individual is to carefully think about how to encourage someone else.  

 

The word “spur” is actually a noun which usually has the negative meaning of 

“irritation” or “exasperation” (Morris, 105). More often than not, when people “spur” 

others it results in anger, bitterness, hurt feelings and evil actions. It ends in 

provoking others to sin. The spurring God has in mind motivates others to love and 

good deeds. This type of interaction can only take place when people are meeting 

together (Heb. 10:25). Every generation has had its problems with those who have 

stayed away from the church, and individuals in every generation have suffered 

spiritual defeat because of it. “But this mutual care cannot be sustained unless 

members of the community meet together regularly for fellowship, encouragement, 

and exhortation” (O‟Brien, 370). 

 

This need of gathering together for fellowship and encouragement becomes 

more and more crucial as the end draws near.  As each day passes, the day of 

Christ‟s return and judgment gets closer and with it our accountability to God for 

our actions. The failure to meet together is put strongly. It is not simply spoken of 

as neglect, it is said to be wrongful abandonment. In the OT the word for abandon 

was often used to express the forsaking of the covenant (O‟Brien, 370). The word 

for “meeting together” is episunagoge (evpisunagwgh), a word related to the word 

“synagogue” and refers to a local gathering in a community (O‟Brien, 370 and n. 152) 

– in essence the word is parallel to a local church.   

 

 

 

 

http://www.desiringgod.org/
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10:26-31 THE FOURTH WARNING PASSAGE 
     

Mention of forsaking the assembly leads to another warning about rejecting 

the sacrifice of Christ. “Abandoning the Christian congregation may be symptomatic 

of a far more serious condition, and it is this to which the author addresses himself 

in this fourth warning passage” (Kent, 203; O‟Brien, 371). 

 

The understanding of this passage is similar to that of 6:4-8 (see notes). 

The problem being confronted is the temptation of some Jews to abandon Christ 

and return to Judaism. Here the warning is based on the final nature of the 

sacrifice of Christ. To reject it can only lead to judgment.  

 

 10:26 For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of 
the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 
 10:27 but a terrifying expectation of judgment and THE FURY OF A 
FIRE WHICH WILL CONSUME THE ADVERSARIES. 

 

The people being addressed are said to have received the knowledge of the 

truth. The present tense verb indicates a habitual pattern of sin, not merely a few 

isolated acts. “Sinning willfully” is thus a continuation in sin after salvation. 

Furthermore, the nature of the sin is willful disobedience to God, not sins of 

ignorance. The particular sin being spoken of is most likely the sin of rejecting the 

sacrifice of Christ (Kent, 204; Morris, 106). As the preceding argument has shown, 

Christ‟s sacrifice is the only sacrifice. Therefore, the only remaining prospect for 

people who reject it is the judgment of God. 

 

 10:28 Anyone who has set aside the Law of Moses dies without mercy 
on the testimony of two or three witnesses. 
 10:29 How much severer punishment do you think he will deserve who 
has trampled under foot the Son of God, and has regarded as unclean 
the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has insulted 
the Spirit of grace? 

 

The apostate is condemned and deserving of judgment for three reasons: 

 

1) He has rebelled against God by abandoning true worship. 

 

Under the Law of Moses there were certain punishments that were capital 

offenses in which no sacrifice could be offered in their place. If two or three 

witnesses established the guilt of the criminal, he was stoned to death. Among the 

capital offenses was the abandonment of true worship in rebellion to God (Deut. 
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17:2-7). If the Israelites who rejected true worship in the OT suffered the most 

severe punishment under the law, how much more will those deserve to be punished 

who have shown such disdain toward the Son of God! 

 

2) He has treated the death of Christ as common, like the death of any 

other man. He has rejected that the blood of Christ has both established a far 

better covenant and that it sanctifies the one who enters into it.  

 

3) He has insulted the Holy Spirit who draws men by His grace. To revert 

back to Judaism is to reject the work of the Holy Spirit in their lives. 

 

 10:30 For we know Him who said, "VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL 
REPAY." And again, "THE LORD WILL JUDGE HIS PEOPLE." 
 10:31 It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 

 

The apostate should tremble at the thought of falling into the hands of the 

Almighty God, for He will not overlook their iniquity. 

 

10:32-39 Exhortation to remember previous zeal 

      
 10:32 But remember the former days, when, after being enlightened, 
you endured a great conflict of sufferings, 
 10:33 partly by being made a public spectacle through reproaches and 
tribulations, and partly by becoming sharers with those who were so 
treated. 
 10:34 For you showed sympathy to the prisoners and accepted joyfully 
the seizure of your property, knowing that you have for yourselves a 
better possession and a lasting one. 
 10:35 Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a 
great reward. 
 10:36 For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the 
will of God, you may receive what was promised. 
 10:37 FOR YET IN A VERY LITTLE WHILE, HE WHO IS COMING 
WILL COME, AND WILL NOT DELAY. 
 10:38 BUT MY RIGHTEOUS ONE SHALL LIVE BY FAITH; AND IF HE 
SHRINKS BACK, MY SOUL HAS NO PLEASURE IN HIM. 

 

The author of Hebrews reminds the readers of their early Christian 

experience, challenges them to remember it, and stand firm.  

 



Pastor Ted Kirnbauer 
Hebrews 10:1-38 

14 

The Christians receiving the letter had faced persecution, yet they hadn‟t 

flinched in their faith (Heb. 10:32).  There was a solidarity among them. When 

members of the group suffered, others shared with them in the public scorn (Heb. 

10:33). When some were imprisoned for their faith, others did not hesitate from 

visiting them (cf. Matt. 25:36), risking imprisonment themselves. [In those days 

imprisonment was severe and few provisions were given. Prisoners were dependent 

on family and friends for their sustenance. But the risk was that the visitors 

became associated with the visited. Even so, the Christians did not abandon their 

brethren.]    When their property was plundered (by mob violence – Morris, 110) 

they could honestly rejoice knowing that a greater reward awaited them (cf. Lk. 

6:22ff). Their eternal inheritance was so vivid in their minds that they could 

lightheartedly say good-bye to their worldly possessions.  

 

They had shown depth of faith and perseverance in days past, so he exhorts 

them not to abandon it now (Heb. 10:35). What they needed was patience (Heb. 

10:36). “Need” isn‟t just something that is desirable, it is absolutely necessary. 

Doing the will of God has its recompense. God will uphold His promises and we will 

receive an abundance of blessing. But we must remain loyal.  

 

In 10:37-38 the author points to those passages in scripture that speak of 

the Lord‟s return (Hab. 2:3f.). When the Coming One (a common designation for 

Messiah – Matt. 11:3) appears, He will vindicate the righteousness of God. 

Therefore, we have ample reason to endure. Endurance of this kind demonstrates 

true faith, a faith that will gain life.  

 

10:39 But we are not of those who shrink back to destruction, but of 
those who have faith to the preserving of the soul. 

  

Thus Hebrews 10, like chapters 3-6, stresses the need to persevere in the 

faith. This prepares the way for Hebrews 11 which gives examples of those who 

DID persevere in the faith and ends with the exhortation: 

 
Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us 

also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us 
run with endurance the race that is set before us (Heb12:1).   
 
 


