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6:1-3 Exhortation to progress 

 

The book of Hebrews often warns of apostasy. Apostasy is literally a turning 

aside. It is moving from a position that one once held. In the OT it is the same as 

spiritual adultery – a breaking of the vows of fidelity and loyalty to God. It could be 

used of Israel as a whole or of individuals.  

 

In Hebrews there are two features of the warning passages about apostasy 

that are particularly emphasized. First, apostasy in the book of Hebrews isn’t a 

turning to atheism, or agnosticism, or post-modernism, or relativism; it is a turning 

back to Judaism; it is a going back to the earlier revelation found in the OT at the 

expense of abandoning the exclusive sufficiency of Christ. Secondly, the enormous 

gravity of apostasy is seen in Hebrews 2:1-4, 6:6 and 10:26 – where it is stated that 

all who apostatize are forever lost. There is no chance of returning to Christ again.  

It becomes immediately apparent then, that apostasy in Hebrews is much more than 

just falling into sin, it is an irreversible rebellion against God. 

 

The whole section (5:11-6:12) is sealed in a “literary envelope” by the Greek 

word nwqroi. (nophroi). In 5:11 it is translated as “dull” and in 6:12 it is translated as 

“sluggish” by the NAS. These two occurrences, one at the beginning and the other 

at the end of the passage, suggest that the whole passage should be read under 

this theme. In other words, the cause of apostasy in these verses is sluggishness in 

listening, studying, and conforming to the Word of God.  The readers are “unskilled 

in the word of righteousness” (5:13); that is, they are unskilled in understanding 

what the OT teaches about righteousness – particularly the righteousness found in 

Christ.  

 

6:1-3 lists the specifics of their immaturity.  

 

6:1 Therefore let us leave the elementary teachings about Christ and go 
on to maturity, not laying again the foundation of repentance from acts that 
lead to death, and of faith in God,  

6:2 instruction about baptisms, the laying on of hands, the resurrection 
of the dead, and eternal judgment.  

6:3 And God permitting, we will do so.” (Hebrews 6:1-3) 
 

Since the readers are immature, we would have expected the author to go 

back and teach them the basics once again, but instead he moves ahead and gives 

them the knowledge that they need to grow.  

 

The elementary principles of the oracles of God spoken of in 5:12 are now 

called the elementary teachings about Christ. It appears that the addressees’ 
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ignorance is in their failure to see that the Scriptures needed to be “interpreted in 

light of the death and exaltation of Christ” (O’Brien, 207). “The solid food that 

they need is ‘a development of the themes of repentance and faith, resurrection 

from the dead and eternal judgment,’ in the light of the author’s ‘exposition of the 

high priesthood of Christ’” (O’Brien, 212). 

 

The NIV’s “go on to maturity” does not adequately express the meaning 

implied by the Greek verb pherometha (ferw,meqa).  The verb is a passive imperative. 

God is acting, not the believer. “The thought is not primarily of personal effort . . . 

but of personal surrender to an active influence” (Westcott, 143). It means to “be 

carried on” to maturity. “The believer’s responsibility is to stop putting hindrances 

in the way. By allowing the priesthood of Christ to do its work in their lives, they 

may arrive at the spiritual maturity that is expected of each believer within a 

reasonable time” (Kent, 105).  

 

Six foundational doctrines that the readers are exhorted to move beyond 

are now listed. These fall naturally into three pairs.  

 

There is a question as to whether the author is exhorting his readers to 
move on from their basic understanding of Christian or Jewish practices. 

 

1) repentance from acts that lead to death, and of faith in God 
 
Repentance simply means to turn from one thing to another. It can speak of 

spiritual conversion or any other turning. Here, it is a turning in faith from dead 

works to God. 

 

The Hebrews first needed to understand that their own works lead to 

death, that is, they do not gain favor with God, nor entrance into heaven. The only 

hope of salvation is to repent, or to change our attitude about the efficacy of our 

own works and turn to God by faith.  

 

A mature understanding of repentance involves an understanding of the 

sufficiency of Christ as our high priest. In contrast to what the readers presently 

understood, they needed to know “how much more will the blood of Christ, who 

through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your 

conscience from dead works to serve the living God?” (Heb. 9:14) 

 

 

 

 



Pastor Ted Kirnbauer 

Hebrews 6:1-20 

 

3 

 2) instruction about baptisms, the laying on of hands 
 
The second pair of doctrines mentioned is ceremonial.  

 

For those who see these doctrines as foundational truths of Christianity, 

they believe that the writer is referring to baptisms (as per the NIV). Baptism is a 

basic demonstration of faith, but there was apparently confusion about different 

baptisms (plural) – most likely between John’s baptism and the Christian rite (Acts 

19:1-5). Teaching about these would be part of the elemental instruction new 

believers would receive.  

 

If this is speaking of foundational truths of Judaism, then the word 

translated as “baptisms” is better translated as “washings” (NAS) and is a 

reference to Jewish ceremonial “cleansings” and not baptism at all. This has the 

advantage in that the word used here (baptismw/n baptismon) is not the usual word 

in the NT for baptism (baptisma baptisma). In two other passages, it is clearly a 

reference to Jewish ceremonial washings (cf. 9:10, 19; 10:22.Mk. 7:4; O’Brien, 214 

and n. 21).   

 

Laying on of hands, which was sometimes associated with imparting of the 

Holy Spirit (Acts 8:17; 19:6; I Tim. 4:14; II Tim. 1:6), was also practiced in the OT.  

If the writer is speaking of foundational truths of Judaism, it is difficult to see 

why the writer would mention this unless it is a reference to the laying on of hands 

upon the OT priests, contrasting them to Christ’s appointment as high priest in 

Hebrews 7. 

 

3) the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment. 
 

The third pair of doctrines is related to the future.  

 

Again, this could be a reference to basic Christian teaching - an 

understanding of salvation involves knowing that believers will be raised from the 

dead and that they need not fear death or the judgment that follows. 

 

But both concepts are also taught in the OT (resurrection – Isa. 26:19; Dan. 

12:2; Ezek. 37; and implied in Exo 3:6; Mk 12:26-27; judgment = Gen 18:25; Isa. 

33:22; Dan. 7:9-24) and the author could be emphasizing that they needed to be 

clarified in light of the fuller revelation brought in Christ. 
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6:3 And God permitting, we will do so.”  
 

Since “go on to maturity” is passive (see above) the only reference in the 

previous context of things that we can do if God permits is found in 6:1a - “let us 

leave the elementary teachings about Christ.” Therefore, the thought is “let us 

leave the elementary teachings about Christ. . . . And God permitting, we will do so.” 

 

6:4-8 No new beginning 
 

The following paragraph includes some of the most debatable verses in the 

Bible. Some believe it refers to the possibility of one losing his salvation. Others 

think it speaks of professing Christians who are not really saved. A third group sees 

this as a description of backslidden Christians. And a fourth interpretation views 

the paragraph as hypothetical, warning of the folly of apostasy. Some even see this 

as a falling from fruitfulness in one’s Christian life. See appendix 13 for an 

excellent article by Thomas Schreiner discussing these views and reaching a 

conclusion (though perhaps slightly different than my own).   

 

 Verse 4 begins with the word “for” (gar; ga,r). This tells us that verses 4-6 

explain why it is not profitable to keep laying a foundation on elementary principles 

(6:1-3); namely, because failure to grow leads to apostasy, and apostasy is 

irreversible.  

 

The verses read: 

 

4 For in the case of those who have once been enlightened and have 
tasted of the heavenly gift and have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit, 

5 and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to 
come, 

6 and then have fallen away, it is impossible to renew them again to 
repentance, since they again crucify to themselves the Son of God, and put 
Him to open shame. 

 
The people involved (6:4-6) 

 

Those who are being spoken of are characterized by five descriptive 

phrases. 

 

1) They are said to have once been enlightened: 

  

2) They are said to who have tasted the heavenly gift: 
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3) They are said to have shared in the Holy Spirit: 
 

4) They are said to have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the 
powers of the coming age: 

 

5) They are said to have fallen away: 

 

To “fall away” is used only here in the NT but is also used in Ezekiel 18:24 

(LXX) of apostasy. That is, the author is referring to those who are numbered 

among the Christian community and then leave it. To apostatize is to make a 

complete and final repudiation of Christ (as in 10:26-27).  

  

  The consequence of apostasy (6:4a-6b) 
 

“. . . it is impossible . . .to renew [them] to repentance.” 
 

The result of leaving Christ is the forfeiture of any hope of salvation. The 

consequences are irreversible, for repentance is impossible. 

 

Some have suggested that since all things are possible with God, the 

impossibility of repentance must be only from man’s perspective. That is, from our 

perspective it seems impossible for them to repent again, though God can change 

their hearts. But if that were the case, the statement is meaningless for no man 

has ever repented apart from the grace of God working in his life. Furthermore, it 

would lose the characteristics of a warning altogether – for it would simply be 

talking about a hypothetical situation that couldn’t be true.   

 

 The reason that they cannot return to Christ again (6:6c) 
 

“. . .because to their loss they are crucifying the Son of God all over again 
and subjecting him to public disgrace” 

 

The reason they cannot repent is because they have rejected their only 

means of salvation. Anyone who experiences all that Christ has to offer and then 

repudiates it, joins the ranks of the unsaved who crucified Christ. In fact, by 

renouncing Him after their initial profession, they bring more public shame on Him 

than if they had never believed at all.  
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Evaluation of who is being spoken about:  
 

View 1: These verses refer to a genuinely saved person who loses his 

salvation. 

 

PRO: Those who believe that these verses show that a genuinely saved 

person can lose his salvation take the text in the most natural, straightforward 

manner.  

 

1. To be enlightened, in general usage, means to be brought into the 

Christian faith through regeneration (Heb. 10:32; .II Cor. 4:6; II Pet. 1:19). This 

cannot merely be the appearance of enlightenment for the word “once” literally 

means “once for all” (Kent, 108) and points to completeness of their enlightenment. 

 

As F.F. Bruce says, “The light of the gospel has broken in upon these people’s 

darkness, and life can never be the same again; to give up the gospel would be to sin 

against the light, the one sin which by its very nature is incurable” (146). 

 

2. The “heavenly gift” is not clearly defined. It could be the Holy Spirit, the 

gift of grace in salvation, eternal life, Christ, or forgiveness of sin. It may be 

related to the heavenly calling of Hebrews 3:1. Determining exactly what the gift is 

isn’t crucial, for all of the suggestions are related in some way. What is crucial is 

that those being spoken of have “tasted” this gift. “To taste” something means to 

experience it. For example, in Hebrews 2:9 it says that Christ tasted death for 

everyone. That is, He experienced death in the full sense of the word (also see 

Matt. 16:28; I Pet. 2:3). The same would have to be said of those who have tasted 

the heavenly gift – they have experienced it in the full sense of the word. 

 

3. Hebrews 3:1 speaks of believers as sharers of a heavenly calling, and in 

3:14 as sharers of Christ. It seems improbable that the same term used here could 

mean anything less than full participation. To share in the Holy Spirit must mean 

that they have His abiding presence in them and they are in Him. This, too, is 

something which is only possible of a true believer. 

 

4. The powers in the age to come would most likely refer to the powers in 

the Messianic age which are in some sense realized now for God's people. Again, “to 

taste” these things would require that a true believer is in view.  

 

CON: This view contradicts other places in the Bible that speak of the 

election, perseverance, and security of the believer. Secondly, most who believe 
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that someone can lose their salvation also believe that it can be regained. This is 

something clearly repudiated in these verses. 

 

View 2: These verses refer to professing believers who believe they are 

saved but prove to have a faulty faith as evidenced by their actions. By analogy, it 

would be as if a person were standing outside an open door of a house on a cold 

winter night. They can see in the house, feel the heat, and enjoy the light, but fail 

to enter the door. To a degree, they experienced what life in the house is like, but 

the fact that they walked away proves that they had never truly entered in (cf. I 

Jn. 2:18-19). To state it differently, conversion can be a process in which certain 

realities of faith are experienced though the person never perseveres, thus proving 

his faith is not real. 

 

As D.A. Carson says,  

 
“Too often the challenge raised by Hebrews 6 is cast in a simple alternative: Are 

those who are so warned Christians or not? If one argues for the “not,” one is hard-

pressed to explain the string of descriptions: “those who have once been enlightened, 

who have tasted the Holy Spirit, who have tasted the goodness of the word of God 

and the powers of the coming age.” If one argues they are Christians, the dominant 

alternatives in the commentaries are that the warning is merely hypothetical—which 

is utterly at odds with the driving repetition of the theme in the book, and the 

seriousness with which it is presented; that the falling away is not from salvation—

which simply will not square with 6:6 and especially with 10:26ff.; or that genuine 

believers may lose their salvation—which resurrects the problems of reconciling this 

view with the many passages that urge us to trust the certain, preserving work of the 

grace of God, not least in this epistle, where God offers comfort and incentive to his 

people by promising, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you” (13:5). 

 

But there is a better alternative, once we have recognized that our theology of 

conversion is too simplistic. We have already seen that three chapters earlier 

Hebrews virtually defines true believers as those who hold firmly to the end the 

confidence they had at first (3:6, 14). In other words, like other New Testament 

books, the Epistle to the Hebrews allows for a kind of transitory faith, a form of 

conversion which, like the seed sown on rocky soil, has all the signs of life, but which 

does not persevere. The Spirit brings initial enlightenment; the person enjoys the 

word of God (like the one in Mark 4 who hears the word and immediately receives it 

with joy), and tastes something of the power of the coming age: perhaps old habits 

fall away, and a new love for holiness and for God and his reign emerge. But according 

to the description of genuine Christianity already provided by the book, none of this 

is enough: there must also be perseverance. Against the background of the theology 

of the epistle, the reasons for such warnings are clear enough. The incarnate Son of 

God is God’s last word to humankind (1:1-4). Therefore those who neglect the great 

salvation that only he brings cannot escape (2:1ff.). The sacrifice the Son offered was 
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“once for all.” There is therefore no more offering for sin (10:18, 26), still less a 

repetition of this one sacrifice (9:25-28). This one sacrifice, offered once for all, is 

forever entirely sufficient for all of God’s people (10:10-14). Therefore any who taste 

of its fruit, recognize its origin, ally themselves with its significance, and then 

deliberately reject this gospel, have no place left to turn: there is no more 

forgiveness of sins. This is apostasy: it is turning away from a religious position and 

stance once firmly held. But that is still shy of saying that the faith so exercised was 

necessarily saving faith in some ultimate sense, if part of the definition of saving 

faith includes the criterion of perseverance. (Carson) 

 

PRO: Within the larger context we see that the author addresses his 

readers as if they were believers, but questions the reality of their profession. 

Chapters 3 and 4 spoke of those who considered themselves believers and yet 

drifted away, never entering God's rest (Heb. 3:7ff; 4:1, 11 contrast Heb. 4:3 and 

9). Should his readers behave in a similar manner they would prove to be no 

different than the ancient Israelites who did not know God (Heb. 3:10). Israel was 

a community of professed believers, but their actions demonstrated that their 

belief was not genuine. This same theme is now carried over to chapter 6 and is 

supported by the interpretation of Hebrews 6:7-10 below. 

 

In Hebrews 3:6 and 14 it has been seen that perseverance is part of the 

essential definition of what a Christian is (see notes there). Also see John 8:30-31; 

Col. 1:21-23; I Jn. 2:19.  

 

CON: In the previous context (such as in Heb 3) it is clear that those who 

thought they were believers were not. Here, the person described has all the 

characteristics of a true believer, not of one “looking in”. Those who think this is 

speaking of professing Christians that are not really saved dilute the force of the 

descriptive statements into something less than genuine salvation. The verses say 

the individuals spoken of “have once been enlightened, have tasted the heavenly 
gift, have shared in the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the goodness of the word of 
God and the powers of the coming age”, not that they appeared to have experienced 

these things or that their experience was partial.  

 

BUT: see Carson above and the idea of a transitory faith. 

 

View 3: These verses refer to a backslidden believer. 

 

PRO: The group that sees this as referring to backslidden Christians 

interprets the descriptive phrases as referring to a genuine believer. 
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CON: This view ignores the fact that the text says that these people cannot 

repent. This is inconsistent with other places in the Bible where backslidden 

Christians are exhorted to repent and Paul’s comments in I Corinthians 5. 

Furthermore, if a believer is numbered among the unbelieving as these verses 

indicate, he has lost his salvation and cannot be called a Christian at all. 

 

View 4: These verses refer to a hypothetical situation that could never 

really happen. The author speaks to the readers in terms of their own estimate of 

themselves and then demonstrates the foolishness of their viewpoint.  If they were 

Christians (as they thought they were) and returned to Judaism, they would 

abandon their only hope of salvation. Having been fully exposed to all the light that 

God can give and then reject it would leave them without hope of repentance, for no 

more could be given to make them change their minds.  

 

PRO: This takes the descriptive phrases as speaking of a genuine believer. 

 

Hypothetical illustrations occur elsewhere in scripture. 

 

For example: 

 

Galatians 3:12: “Yet the law is not of faith, but "the man who does them shall 

live by them." [If someone could keep the whole law they would live, but no one ever 

did or could (Ro. 3:23). The illustration is purely hypothetical.] 

 

James 2:10: “For whoever shall keep the whole law [a hypothetical condition], 

and yet stumbles in one point, he is guilty of all.” 

 

John 9:39: “And Jesus said, "For judgment I have come into this world, that 

those who do not see may see, and that those who see may be made blind." [In 

reality none could see, but Jesus took His hearers at their estimate of themselves.] 

 

This is what the author of Hebrews implies in 6:9 -20. 

 

CON: Unless the writer is speaking of something that can really happen, it is 

not a warning about anything.  Who would be motivated to repent knowing that what 

was just described could never happen to them? Surely the writer intends for his 

readers to think that what he has just described could occur. 

 

CONCLUSION: 

 

From the context alone, views 1 and 2 are tenable.  
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As Thomas Schreiner, says 

 

“The warning passages are so strong that I can understand why many think that 

believers can lose their salvation. What is interesting to me is that there are so many 

believers who reject unconditional election and yet they hold on to eternal security. Such a 

position, I would suggest, is the most inconsistent of all. I think it is maintained not by 

virtue of detailed exegesis but as a theological a priori. May I be pardoned for thinking that 

such a position flows more from the heart than the head. Such people want to believe so 

badly in eternal security that they leap over the warning passages and sustain their belief in 

eternal security. Personally, I find the Arminian view that believers can and do lose their 

salvation much more biblically coherent than such a position. Of course, I am convinced that 

both of the above positions are wrong, for I am persuaded that the scriptures do teach 

unconditional election, and that God’s electing and sustaining grace is such that his sheep 

will never perish. They never perish precisely because they listen to the Good Shepherd’s 

voice which effectively admonishes and warns them lest they fail to follow him and perish.” 

 

Whichever interpretation is correct, the impact of the warning is the same: 

denial of Christ either reveals that the person was never really saved or that he 

has lost his salvation. In either case the result is also the same – apostasy reveals 

unbelief.  

 

However, when all of Scripture is considered, view 2 is clearly the best 

solution. There are too many passages that demonstrate that all who God desires to 

save will be saved. 

 

Understanding Hebrews 3 is a key to understanding Hebrews 6. 
 

Hebrews 3:14-15   

 

14 For we have become partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the beginning of 
our assurance firm until the end;   
15 while it is said, "Today if you hear His voice, Do not harden your hearts, as 

when they provoked Me." 

 

In 3:14 people are identified as partakers of Christ (notice the perfect tense 

– literally, “you have become partakers and are now”), just as people are identified 

as being partakers of the Holy Spirit in 6:4. Yet being a partaker of Christ is 

further defined as holding firm in one’s faith to the end. In other words, someone 

called “a partaker” may not really be a partaker if he does not endure to the end.  

The reality of “participation” is defined by the end, not the verb tense alone. A 

future falling away would demonstrate the lack of reality of their present 

condition.  
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Hebrews 3:19 - 4:2   

 

19 And so we see that they were not able to enter because of unbelief.   

4:1 Therefore, let us fear lest, while a promise remains of entering His rest, 

any one of you should seem to have come short of it.   

2 For indeed we have had good news preached to us, just as they also; but the 
word they heard did not profit them, because it was not united by faith in 
those who heard. 

 

All who were delivered from Egypt and who had experienced the power of God 

in the wilderness did not make it to the end. They had the Word preached to them 

but it wasn’t united by faith.  Hebrews 6 also describes one who has experienced 

many spiritual realities – yet it is not known if they have saving faith or not for 

they may fail to mature and eventually fall away themselves. They likewise should 

fear.  
 

In summary, those who fall away in chapter 6 fit the same pattern as those 

who fall away in chapter 3. The Jews in Moses’ day had heard the Word of God, 

they experienced spiritual powers (3:9 cf. 6:5) – they tasted the Word of God and 

the powers of the age to come (4:2 cf. 6:5); they were part of the covenant 

community whom God had delivered from Egypt, and yet, they never entered God’s 

rest. They began the journey of salvation but didn’t finish it. Why? . . . because 

they were sluggish in their hearing (3:7; 4:2 cf. 5:11,; 6:12) . . . because their 

experiences were never united to faith (3:19; 4:2).  Their falling away therefore, 

was not a falling away from saving faith; it was a falling away from growing faith 

(3:12) that would lead to life if they continued to heed the word of God and grow in 

their maturity in understanding Christ.  It was a point in their lives where they saw 

clearly and, therefore, if they rejected what they had seen, there would be no way 

that they could repent (cf. Matt 12:32; I Jn. 5:16-18). 

 

 The message, therefore, challenges everyone to examine himself, repent, 

and renew his commitment to God. To ignore the message would reveal a fraudulent 

faith – either a faith that was not genuine or a faith that dwindled and died. Those 

who do not heed the warning prove their unbelief and will be judged accordingly.  
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The principle illustrated (6:7-8) 
 

The author turns to nature to illustrate his point.  

 

6:7 Land that drinks in the rain often falling on it and that produces a 
crop useful to those for whom it is farmed receives the blessing of God.  

6:8 But land that produces thorns and thistles is worthless and is in 
danger of being cursed. In the end it will be burned. 

 

Two types of land are being compared. Both receive rain. One piece produces 

a crop that brings joy to the owner and consequently receives God's blessing. The 

other produces nothing useful and ends up being burned with fire. The response of 

the land to the rain reveals what type of land it is. 

 

The illustration describes two types of people: those who are true believers 

and those who are not. In this case, both are given equal attention (both receive 

“rain”), yet only one produces fruit that brings joy to God (cf. Isa. 5:1-7).  

 

Fruitfulness is the sign that demonstrates the condition of the heart. Those 

who do not produce fruit will be judged (Matt 13:1-23; Jn. 15:1-6, 16). 

 

6:9-20 Exhortation to perseverance 
 

The preceding section has contained severe warnings about the dangers of 

apostasy among people who have had remarkable religious experiences; the section 

is now followed with words of encouragement. Though the author has felt it 

necessary to warn of apostasy, he doesn’t really think that they will fall away.  

 

6:9 Even though we speak like this, dear friends, we are confident of 
better things in your case--things that accompany salvation.  

6:10 [For] God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love 
you have shown him as you have helped his people and continue to help them.” 
     

The author is sure that better things are true of his readers than the 

disaster which he has just described in verses 6 to 8. He sees in them things that 

accompany salvation. “For” (which is not translated by the NIV) introduces the 

reason he has confidence in their salvation: they have helped God’s people and 

continue to do so. This is land that produces fruit and receives blessing from God 

(cf. 6:7-8). Perseverance in godliness is the proof of the genuineness of a person's 
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salvation. That's why the writer feels so sure of the people; they had served the 

saints, and they still do.  

Though their good works and love for others were clear signs that these 

people loved God, the author’s hope didn’t rest in those things but in the nature of 

God. God is perfectly just and will not forget anything that has been done for Him. 

 

Their faith is real but needs to be strengthened. Persistently he brings 

before them the need for perseverance.  The past acts of the readers have set a 

standard which he expects to see continued to the end. 

 

 

He says,  

 

6:11 And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence so as 

to realize the full assurance of hope until the end, 

6:12 that you may not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through 

faith and patience inherit the promises.  

 

(see Kent, 116 for a better translation) 

 

These believers were eager in showing love and doing good works. They now 

needed to strengthen their faith in Christ and grow in maturity with the same 

eagerness. By doing so they will “make their hope sure,” that is, they will have 

assurance of their future (eternal destiny) and gain stability to make progress.  

 

People can be tempted by doctrinal aberrations from time to time because 

they have no confidence in the future promises that await them. Hope is a key to 

perseverance. 

 

6:12(a) that you may not be sluggish, 

 

The danger that these believers were in was that they could become lazy, 

which if allowed to continue, could result in a lack of hope and faith. They had to 

recognize their problem and take immediate steps to interrupt the otherwise 

inevitable course (Kent, 117). 
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6:12(b) but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit 

the promises.  
 

We derive “mimic” from the Greek word translated as “imitate” (mimetes - 
mimhth,j) in verse 12. One way to develop spiritual stability is to mimic or to draw 

strength from others who are not wavering. Because humans adopt models, either 

consciously or inadvertently, it is vitally important to have good leaders. Paul said, 

“Be imitators (mimetes - mimhth,j) of me, as I am of Christ” (I Cor. 11:1). If we 

imitate those of great faith, we will find that we too will inherit the same promises 

as they. 

 

6:13 For when God made the promise to Abraham, since He could swear 
by no one greater, He swore by Himself,  

6:14 saying, "I WILL SURELY BLESS YOU AND I WILL SURELY 
MULTIPLY YOU."  

6:15 And so, having patiently waited, he obtained the promise. 
 

Abraham, who through faith and patience inherited the promises, is now 

given as an example of someone who should be imitated (cf. 6:12b). “Abraham is a 

supreme example of one who continued to trust God even though the circumstances 

were adverse and gave little to support his faith” (Morris, 59).  

 

The promise of God to Abraham involved giving him a great progeny. It was 

well known that Abraham received that promise exactly as God had said and so 

became a perfect example of the importance of unwavering in faith in the word of 

God. Although Abraham saw enough in the birth of Isaac to know that God was 

fulfilling His promise, it should also be noted that the promise spoken of was not 

seen in its totality in his lifetime (Heb. 11:13).  

 

In the following discussion, the significance of God’s oath is elaborated upon. 

 

6:16 For men swear by one greater than themselves, and with them an 

oath given as confirmation is an end of every dispute. 

6:17 In the same way God, desiring even more to show to the heirs of 

the promise the unchangeableness of His purpose, interposed with an oath, 

6:18 in order that by two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible 

for God to lie, we may have strong encouragement, we who have fled for 

refuge in laying hold of the hope set before us. 

 

In giving oaths, people swear by a higher power, and the greater the power 

the greater the assurance that the promise will be fulfilled. A sworn statement is 

man’s last word on a subject, and something which that man’s integrity is based 
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upon. Though God's Word is always true and He need not make an oath at all, God 

accommodated Himself to men’s customs and made an oath to help boost the 

assurance in Abraham’s mind that He would fulfill His promise (Gen. 22:17). Since 

there is no greater power that God could swear by, He swore by Himself, backing 

His words with who He was as God (Heb. 6:13). Thus, when God made an oath He did 

so to make His statement emphatic. 

 

We have encouragement and hope based on two unchangeable things - the 

promise and the oath. Since God said it, confirmed it with an oath, and since He 

cannot lie, we have the strongest assurance possible that He is trustworthy.  

 

Those who receive God’s oath are compared to those who have fled to the 

OT cities of refuge: “we who have fled to take hold of the hope offered to us may 
be greatly encouraged.” (Heb. 6:18). In the OT six cities of refuge were 

established, three on each side of the Jordan, to provide protection against 

revenge for those people who had accidentally killed another (Num. 35:6; 9:32). As 

long as the person stayed in the city he was safe. After the high priest died, he 

could return to his home with legal protection. In the same way, the believer who 

has fled to Christ finds security in the promises of God. 

 

6:19 This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, a hope both sure and 

steadfast and one which enters within the veil, 

  6:20 where Jesus has entered as a forerunner for us, having become a 

high priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek. 

 

What anchors our soul is the sure objective reality that “God has promised.” 

This is our anchor. And this is what we are to lay hold of. Furthermore, our hope is 

anchored to the throne room of God itself. We look to that eternal order where 

the promises of God are perpetually made good to His people.  

 

Jesus has already entered into the presence of the Father (Heb 4:14; cf. Jn. 

14:3a) and is called our forerunner, indicating that we will eventually be where He is 

(Jn. 14:3b). This distinguishes Him from all other high priests who could only 

represent us, but not bring us with them into the presence of God behind the veil 

of the Holy of Holies. This also explains why Christ’s priesthood is of a different 

order, that of Melchizedek.    
 


