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3:1-6 CHRIST IS SUPERIOR TO MOSES 
 

In chapter 3 the author continues the theme of Christ’s superiority over all. 

He has shown that Christ is superior to the prophets and the angels (chapts 1-2). 

He now concludes with a command to respond to what we know. 

 

3:1 Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of a heavenly calling, consider 
Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest of our confession;   

 

The word “brethren” reminds us of the high privilege we share as members 

of the family of God and the dignity that God has invested in us; a dignity, which if 

treated lightly would be insulting to God (Bruce, 91. cf.).  “Holy” and “brethren” tie 

this passage together with 2:11.  

 

Christ has made it possible for us to enter into the presence of a holy God. 

He has done this by making us holy: “For both He who sanctifies [makes holy] and 

those who are sanctified [made holy] are all of one” (i.e. “one nature” - 2:11). We are 

not only members of His family, we are holy brethren.  

 

Furthermore, our faith is the result of a heavenly calling.  

 
“It is by a divine call, that sinners are made partakers of the benefits of 

redemption. And the influence of the Spirit by which they are translated from the 

kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of God’s dear Son, is a vocation, or effectual 

calling. The ground of this usage is to be found in the Scriptural idea of God and of 

his relation to the world. He speaks and it is done. He said, Let there be light, and 

light was. He calls the things that are not, and they are. All effects of his power are 

produced by a word. As in the external world He created all things by the word of his 

power; so all effects in the moral or spiritual world are accomplished by a volition or a 

command. To call, therefore, in Scriptural language, is to effect, to cause to be, or to 

occur.” (Hodge, Systematic Theology, II, 641, 642) 

 

[see appendix 10] 

 

The calling is not just from heaven or directed toward heaven, it is a mode 

of existence, a life that is experienced in the power of God. It marks believers out 

“as citizens of a realm not circumscribed by the conditions of an earthly life” 

(Bruce, 91).  Believers are partakers (me,tocoj metochos – cf. 1:9; 3:1, 14; 6:4; 12:8) 

of these things. 

 

It is to these people - these who are members of God’s family, holy, called 

of God - that the command in 3:1 comes: “consider Jesus.” Look at Him; think about 

Him, focus on Him, study Him, let your mind be occupied with Him. This is the one 
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great aim of the book. If we would come to realize who Jesus is, we would find in 

Him all that is needed for life and faith.  

 

Jesus the Apostle and High Priest 
 

The most fundamental idea behind the word “Apostle” is “one sent on a 

mission” or “a messenger.” This is the only place in the Bible where Jesus is 

referred to as an apostle; though on numerous occasions He said that He had been 

sent by God. (“He whom God has sent” - Jn 3:34; “the Father has sent Me” - 5:36-

37; “as the Father has sent Me” - 20:21). But more significantly, wherever the word 

“High Priest” appears in Hebrews, it occurs with the Day of Atonement in the near 

context. The High Priest was the duly appointed representative of God, a go-

between between God and man – one who offers sacrifice so that men can approach 

God.  “Apostle” ties Christ more closely to that role as well.  

 

Together Moses and Aaron represented God to Israel.  Moses was the 

messenger, Aaron was the High Priest. Both roles are brought together in Christ.  

 
3:2 He was faithful to Him who appointed Him, as Moses also was in all 

His house.   
3:3 For He has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses, by just 

so much as the builder of the house has more honor than the house.   
 

The faithfulness of Jesus is next compared to Moses who was considered by 

the Jews as the greatest OT personality. Moses had a unique relationship with God, 

more intimate than any other prophet. Numbers 12:6-8 makes this clear: 

 

“6 He said, "Hear now My words: If there is a prophet among you, I, the 

LORD, shall make Myself known to him in a vision. I shall speak with him in a dream.  
7 "Not so, with My servant Moses, He is faithful in all My household; 8 With him I 

speak mouth to mouth, Even openly, and not in dark sayings, And he beholds the 

form of the LORD.” 

 

Numbers 12:7 says that Moses was faithful in all God’s household. Now 

consider Jesus’ superiority to Moses.   

 

Jesus was also faithful to God who had appointed Him over His house as 

Apostle and High Priest. The house, of course, is not a building, but a household, the 

people of God.  

 

Though Moses was certainly great (Num. 12:7), even he cannot be compared 

to Jesus. The author points out two distinctions between Jesus and Moses that 
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demonstrate Jesus’ superiority: (1) the distinction between the Creator and the 

creation (vv. 3-4) and (2) the distinction between Son and servant (vv. 5-6). 

 

Moses was no more than a part of the “house” of God – he was a servant 

within it; Jesus was its builder (Heb. 3:2-3), and the builder of the house is due 

much more glory than a part of it, no matter how glorious that part may be.  

 

The writer is not attempting to say that Jesus was more faithful than Moses 

(although he could have easily argued this point as well); rather, he is showing that 

if the people were so enamored by Moses to the degree that they were tempted to 

return to Judaism, they should consider Jesus who showed no lapse of faithfulness 

and was superior to Moses in nature. Jesus was faithful as both a High Priest and as 

a Messenger sent by God; He completed all that the Father had desired for Him to 

do. This is explained in verse 4. 

 

3:4 For every house is built by someone, but the builder of all things is 
God.   

 

Verse 4 explains in what sense the builder of the house (Jesus) has more 

honor than the house. Jesus, the builder in verse 3, is identified as God in verse 4. 

Jesus had built the house, and the builder of all things is God. No matter how great 

Moses was, any Jew would admit that God is greater than he. (This verse could also 

simply be parenthetical, pointing out that God the Father is greater than all; He is 

the source from which everything else flows – [with no intent of demonstrating 

Jesus’ deity]). 

 

3:5 Now Moses was faithful in all His house as a servant, for a 
testimony of those things which were to be spoken later;   

 

The role that Jesus and Moses play in relation to the people of God is 

different. Jesus was the builder of the house. He is also the Son of the household. 

Moses is simply a servant. “The difference between a servant and a son is that the 

son, by inheritance, owns the house, and is lord over the house, and provides for 

those in the house out of his wealth. But the servants don't own anything in the 

house, and the servants follow the word of the owner. The servants receive their 

provision from the owner.” (Piper, Sermon on Hebrews 3:1-6, August 4, 1996; © Desiring God. Website: 

desiringGod.org) 

Furthermore, though Moses was faithful, he was faithful primarily as a 

testimony that pointed to the fullness of time when the revelation of the Gospel 

would be complete in the Son (3:5; cf. 1:1). 
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3:6 but Christ was faithful as a Son over His house-- whose house we 
are, if we hold fast our confidence and the boast of our hope firm until the 
end. 

 

We, like Moses, are of the same spiritual household. Jesus is the builder of 

the house to which we belong; He is the Son over it; we are simply part of the 

household.  

 

3:6b is a crucial transition, for what it does is introduce the readers to the 

thought that a faithful reading of the OT itself pointed readers beyond the Mosaic 

Covenant.  He then proceeds with several arguments. The first is the argument 

from Psalm 95 – 3:7- 4:3a. 

 

“We are of the household of God” . . . but there is a condition. It says, we 

are members of His household “if” we hold fast to the end. Notice that it doesn’t 

say if we hold fast to the end we will “become” members of His household. Rather, 

the wording assumes that we are members already (also see 3:1) and that our faith 

will become evident through perseverance. In other words, he is not saying that 

salvation is lost if we don’t persevere in our faith, nor is he saying that salvation is 

gained through perseverance; rather, he is pointing out that true membership in 

God’s household is evidenced by “holding fast . . .  until the end.” Abandonment of 

Christ is proof positive that we were never really part of the house He built. 

Believers, because they are true believers, will keep the faith to the end. A faulty 

faith will not endure over time. One could say this is a definition of what valid faith 

looks like. By definition true faith perseveres. Jesus said to those who are called 

believers, that they will truly be His disciples “if” they continue in His word (Jn. 

8:31) (cf. Heb. 3:6, 14; Col. 1:22-23). In I John 2:19 it is said that those who leave 

the faith demonstrate that they were never of the faith from the beginning. 

Hebrews 3:6 also contributes to the “faith theme” in 4:1-2, which is exemplified in 

Hebrews 11 (the “faith” chapter) where the continued trust of the believer is 

emphasized.  

 

This verse is not intended simply to be a lesson in theology. It helps us in 

two ways. First, it explains what really happens when some deny the faith; their 

denial is evidence that they were never in the household of God no matter how 

spiritually they spoke and acted for a season. Secondly, it motivates us to endure. 

Perseverance is not something that is merely handed down to us, but it is something 
that comes to realization only in the path of faith. 

 
Through the warning passages “we take seriously the threat that if we commit 

apostasy, we will be eternally damned. The warnings remind us that falling away from 

the living God has eternal consequences. They shout out to us “Danger!” They are akin 
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to a sign on the road which says, “Go no further. Steep cliff ahead.” Any driver who 

wants to preserve his life takes heed to the warning and turns around. Similarly, the 

warnings and admonitions in scripture call out to us, “Danger! Do not fall away from 

the living God. If you deny him, he will deny you.” It is precisely by taking the 

warnings seriously that we avoid eternal destruction.  The label “Poison!” on a bottle 

seizes our attention and awakens us to the peril which awaits us if we swallow its 

contents. Thereby we take special care when handling such a container and do not put 

it in the same cupboard with soft drinks. The warnings in the scriptures are also 

intended to arouse us from lethargy and propel us onward in the pathway of faith. 

They provoke a healthy fear (Heb 4:1!), so that we are not casual and relaxed about 

entering the heavenly rest.” (Thomas Schreiner; Perseverance and Assurance: A 

Survey and a Proposal)  

 

3:7- 4:13 THE SECOND WARNING PASSAGE 
 

3:7-19 The Rejection of Christ is More Serious than the Rejection of 
Moses 

 

“The comparison between Christ and Moses leads to one between their 

followers. The writer uses the conduct of the Israelites as a means of challenging 

his readers to a closer walk with God” (Morris, 33). 

 

If Christ is superior to Moses, then failure to follow Him is even more 

reprehensible.  

 

The warning to us today comes through a Psalm of David as he was moved by 

the Holy Spirit.  

 

The emphasis of this section is on the word “Today” and the promise of 

entering “MY” rest.  These are the crucial words that the author is going to 

exegete in the following verses. The author is asking, “Granted that this is the 

Word of God, what is the significance of this ‘Today’? What is the significance of 

‘They shall never enter My rest?’” He wants to convince us that if we understand 

this passage from Psalm 95 correctly, we are driven to some deep conclusions that 

we cannot avoid. 

 

The author introduces his first argument from Psalm 95. 

 

3:7 Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit says, "TODAY IF YOU HEAR 
HIS VOICE,   

3:8 DO NOT HARDEN YOUR HEARTS AS WHEN THEY PROVOKED ME, 
AS IN THE DAY OF TRIAL IN THE WILDERNESS,   
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3:9 WHERE YOUR FATHERS TRIED ME BY TESTING ME, AND SAW 
MY WORKS FOR FORTY YEARS.   

 

“Therefore” makes a connection in two ways. First it connects this verse to 

6b – “we are His house if we hold fast to the end --- so don’t harden your hearts as 

they did in the wilderness.”  But it also justifies the thought in the entire preceding 

paragraph that Jesus is better. It is as if the author is saying “So let me show you 

the theological reasoning from the OT itself as to why Jesus is better.” This then 

introduces the whole argument from 3:7 to 4:13. 

 

When God spoke to Israel, the first thing that He asked them was that they 

not harden their hearts against what He was about to say. In other words, God 

wanted them to respond in gentleness and tenderness toward His voice – to listen 

to what He was to tell them. To “harden your heart” is to act without any 

consideration for what God has said. It involves two steps: hearing God’s voice, then 

hardening the heart to what was heard.   

 

 “As the soil must be broken up by the plough and softened by the rain, so a 

broken, tender sprit is the first requisite for receiving blessing from God’s word, or 

being in truth made partakers of God’s grace” (Murray, The Holiest of All, 116; Isa. 

66:2; Hos. 10:12). 

 

The incident spoken of here is most likely referring to Numbers 14:22-23, 

43-45 when the Israelites disobeyed God when it came time to enter the land. For 

forty years the Israelites had objective evidence of God's provision and care in the 

wilderness (i.e. they “saw My works” Heb. 3:9), but they never acted out of faith 

and trusted God for His unseen promises. They wanted God to prove everything He 

promised. That is, they tested Him; they forgot all He had done, and scornfully 

asked to see His power. 

 

It is not difficult to discover what makes a heart hard – “When the world, 

with all its business and its interests, has at all times free passage, the heart loses 

tenderness. When we trust too much to the intellect in religion, and very great care 

is not taken to take each word as from God into the heart, into its life and love, the 

heart gets closed to the living voice of God.  .  . More than all, when unbelief that 

walks by sight, and looks at itself and all around in the light of this world, is allowed 

to have its way, and the soul does not seek in childlike faith to live in the invisible, 

as revealed in the word, the heart gets so hard that God’s word never enters” 

(Murray, The Holiest of All, 116, 117).  

  “The point is that the people of Israel are an example or a picture or a 

lesson-book for these readers. They had been treated with great mercy as God 
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brought them out of Egypt by signs and wonders. And these people had seen signs and 

wonders (Hebrews 2:4). They had tasted the powers of the age to come (6:5). The 

Holy Spirit had been at work in their midst and they had participated in his power 

(6:4). All this is like what the Israelites experienced as they came out of Egypt. And 

for a short while they were very happy and seemingly confident in God.  

But it didn't last. And that is why this example is so important to the writer of 

Hebrews. He wants the professing Christians to last, to persevere. Because that's 

the only way they will prove they are truly God's house and truly share in Christ's 

salvation. So he says look at Israel and don't be like them.” (Piper, Sermon on Hebrews 3:7-

19, August 11, 1996; © Desiring God. Website: desiringGod.org)  

 

3:10 "THEREFORE I WAS ANGRY WITH THIS GENERATION, AND 
SAID, 'THEY ALWAYS GO ASTRAY IN THEIR HEART, AND THEY DID NOT 
KNOW MY WAYS';   

 

Verses 10 and 11 remind the readers of how God responds to those who 

profess to be His people, who have experienced His goodness, who have heard His 

Word, but harden their hearts. 

 

A generation (Heb. 3:10) may mean a “clan” or a “race,” or sometimes refers 

to those living at a particular time or those who have the characteristics of a 

particular age (Morris, 34).  Here it speaks of the Israelites, living at the time just 

following the exodus, whose lives were characterized with unbelief.  

 

The heart includes our thoughts, feelings, and will.  Israel’s sin was a 

continual wandering away from God in their hearts (“they always go astray”) which 

was a demonstration that they had really never known Him (“For they have not 

known my ways”). They weren’t blamed for simply not knowing, but for not knowing 

things they ought to have known and acted upon. They did not take the trouble to 

learn. To neglect opportunity is a serious mistake (Morris, 35).  

 

“For they have not known my ways” was God’s sentence, by which he declared 

that they were destitute of a sound mind. “In short, he regarded them as past 

hope, for they were without sense and reason” (Calvin, Commentary on Hebrews). 

 

3:11 AS I SWORE IN MY WRATH, 'THEY SHALL NOT ENTER MY 
REST.'" 

 

The seriousness of Israel’s sin is seen in the fact that God Himself made a 

vow against them saying that they would never enter His rest. This is as if He were 

saying, “If they enter into My rest, then I am not God!” Or as Calvin puts it, ““Let 
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me not be hereafter believed, if such a thing shall not be so.”  God's wrath or anger 

is the settled and strong opposition of God’s holy nature against sin. God isn’t 

passive against evil; He opposes it vehemently.  

 

It is debated as to what “not entering rest” means. Some think it is only 

speaking of not being allowed to enter the land of Canaan and receive the promised 

blessings (cf. Deut. 12:9-10; Josh. 21:44; 22:4; 23:1; Bruce, 99). This gives an easy 

interpretation to the word “rest” and fits the immediate context well. This is 

probably the preferred interpretation.  However, it is admitted that this doesn’t 

fit well with what the writer says elsewhere. Therefore, others take it in a spiritual 

sense of not entering eternal rest (Morris, 35; Kent, 73).  

 

And with these words we return to the original thought in verse 1; Israel 

continually wandered in their hearts – so might we – therefore, consider Jesus lest 

you drift. 

 

This historical situation is now specifically applied to us. 

 

3:12 Take care, brethren, that there not be in any one of you an evil, 
unbelieving heart that falls away from the living God.   
 

 Each believer is warned to examine his own spiritual condition. In particular, 

we are warned against turning away from the living God (Heb. 3:12). The word “fall 

away” is avpisti,aj (apistias) in Greek, from which we get the English word “apostasy”. 

Apostasy refers to the total departure from something and repudiation of one’s 

position. In this case it refers to a departure from the Christian faith, which is a 

total rebellion against God. It should be remembered that the readers were not 

about to turn into atheists or to live an immoral life; they were tempted to go back 

to Judaism. Yet it is impossible to reject the fullest revelation of God in the Son 

and still have true faith in God. To reject the Son would be an outrageous rejection 

of God Himself. It is unbelief. 

 

 However, it appears from the context that falling away from God need not 

be restricted to absolute denial of Christ in every sense of the term. This would 

surely be apostasy, but “to fall away” seems to include the person who has heard 

the voice of God, experienced His blessings, but has said in his heart “I will not 

listen” (3:8, 9) or “I know what I am doing is wrong, but I don’t care.” It describes 

the person whose heart is hardened (3:8), who continually goes astray (3:10), who 

has drifted from Christ (3:1), and has not endured in the faith (3:6, 14). These have 

never been part of the household of God (3:6) or partakers of Christ (3:14); they 

did not know God’s ways (3:10); their hearts are evil and unbelieving; and God 

swears that these will never enter His rest (3:11). Those who “fall away” are those 
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who simply follow the pattern of Israel in its wilderness wanderings; they know 

much about God through His word and their experience, but never really let what 

they know infiltrate their lives in real heart transformation.  

 

There is no warning the professing church needs to hear more loudly than 

this: “Take care, brethren, that there not be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving 

heart that falls away from the living God.”   

 

3:13 But encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still 
called "Today," so that none of you will be hardened by the deceitfulness of 
sin.   
 The spiritual rest available to Israel is also available to us today, but that 

does not mean that all who know of it will enter into it. In order to avoid any 

departure from the faith, we are encouraged to exhort (i.e. encourage) each other 

daily (i.e. habitually).  

 

“What is urged is a spirit of mutual helpfulness which regards the Christian 

society as a spiritual unity. Thus it is important that the whole be in a strong and 

prosperous state” (Kent, 73, 74). We are responsible for each other. This underlies 

one of the great values of the local church. Christians who treat the church with a 

consumer mentality, going here and there to meet their “needs,” fail to see the 

importance of the local church as God sees it. The local church is designed by God 

as an organism with an organic unity between members, each contributing to the 

health of the whole. “The healthy life of the individual member is dependent upon 

the life around him, and on the part he takes in maintaining that life” (Murray, The 

Holiest of All, 131, 132). 

 

 In 3:7 the author warned “today if you hear his voice, do not harden your 

hearts.” The urgency that we must apply this to ourselves should be applied to 

others as well.  Persevering in faith to the end is a community project. To 

procrastinate allows for a hardening of the heart by the deceitfulness of sin (Heb 

3:13). All sin is deceit, for its promised pleasures are a lie. Its dire effects are not 

usually seen at once. “The human heart is then fooled into thinking that there is no 

penalty at all, and it becomes dull and insensitive to the heinousness of sin. The 

blinding and dulling effects of sin might cause some Christians to think that 

reverting back to Judaism was not really much of a step, and certainly not a 

backward one. The temporary advantages (easing of social pressures from the 

Jewish community, and so forth) would be made to seem of much more practical 

importance than the theological implications of such a move” (Kent, 74). In reality, 

this would be considered a repudiation of Christ and forfeiture of one’s salvation.  
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3:14 For we have become partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the 
beginning of our assurance firm until the end,   

3:15 while it is said, "TODAY IF YOU HEAR HIS VOICE, DO NOT 
HARDEN YOUR HEARTS, AS WHEN THEY PROVOKED ME." 

  

In 3:1 it said we are partakers of a heavenly calling. Now verse 14 tells us 

that we are also partakers of Christ. On the divine side, we are one, “for both He 

who sanctifies and those who are sanctified are all one” (Heb. 2:11).  Therefore He 

calls us brethren. On the human side we are one, for “He Himself likewise also 

partook” of flesh and blood (Heb. 2:14). 

 
“There is often danger, as we listen to the teaching of Scripture about Christ 

as our High Priest, of regarding Him as an outward person, and His work as something 

that is done outwardly for us in heaven. This precious word reminds us that our 

salvation consists of the possession of Himself, in the being one life with Him, in 

having Himself as our own. Christ can do nothing for us but as an inward Savior. 

Himself being our life, personally working and dwelling in us. As truly and fully as 

Christ, when He became partaker of flesh and blood, was entirely and eternally 

identified with man and his nature, so that he and it were inseparably united in one 

life, so surely when we become partakers of Christ, do we become indissolubly 

identified with Him. Since Christ became partaker of flesh and blood, He is known 

and will be for all eternity, even upon the throne as the Son of Man. No less will we, 

when we truly become partakers of Christ, be known, even now and for all eternity, as 

one with Christ on the throne of glory.” (Murray, The Holiest of All, 136) 

 

The perfect tense verb “have become” [gego,namen –gegonamen] speaks of a 

past event that has abiding results. This is not a future promise, but tells us that 

believers presently share in a living union with Christ which should be the greatest 

incentive for not departing from the faith. But we also have a responsibility as 

believers. A real believer by definition is one who is believing. The “if” clause does 

not tell us what we must do to become sharers (me,tocoj metochos – cf 6:4 ) with 

Christ, rather, it tells us how we can tell if someone really had become a sharer 

with Christ. We know we have become partakers today by how we respond 

tomorrow. If someone holds to their faith firmly until the end, they had indeed 

become partakers of Christ.  
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 Similarly, Piper explains: 

 
“The condition is future: "If we hold fast assurance to the end." But the effect of 

the condition relates to the past: "We have become partakers of Christ." So it's clear that 

the point here is not: hold fast to your assurance in order to become in the future a 

partaker of Christ. The point is: hold fast to your assurance in order to show (prove, 

evidence, demonstrate) that you are a partaker of Christ.” (Piper, Sermon on Hebrews 3:7-19, 

August 11, 1996; © Desiring God. Website: desiringGod.org) 

Once again, Piper puts it all together so well: 

 “Over and over again the writer urges us to persevere in our hope and not to 

throw away our confidence, because this is the living evidence that we truly have 

become partakers of Christ.  

For example:  

 Hebrews 2:1—For this reason we must pay much closer attention to what we have 

heard, lest we drift away from it. 

 Hebrews 3:6—We are his house, if we hold fast our confidence and the boast of our 

hope firm until the end. 

 Hebrews 3:14—For we have become partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the beginning 

of our assurance firm until the end . . . 

 Hebrews 6:11–12—And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence so as 

to realize the full assurance of hope until the end, that you may not be sluggish, but 

imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises. 

 Hebrews 10:23—Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He 

who promised is faithful . . . 

 Hebrews 10:35—Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a great 

reward. 

  Hebrews 12:1—Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding 

us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance, and the sin which so easily entangles us, 

and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us.”  

And as we come to the end of the book, he delights to bless us and remind us that 

the strength to persevere to the end is not our own, but God's. This is the point of 

Hebrews 13:21.  

[Now the God of peace] . . . equip you in every good thing to do His will, working in 
us that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory 

forever and ever. Amen.  

The surety of believers lies not in the absence of conditions but in the promises 

of power.  
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But the way we experience the power of God through Christ to work this 

persevering grace in us is through the warnings and promises of the Word of God. 

That's why the book was written. God doesn't work in us the endurance apart from 

the Word. He works by the Word. Our great salvation and our great Savior (which is 

what this book is about) are the inspiration the Spirit uses to hold us fast. So we 

must consider Jesus (3:1) and not neglect our great salvation (2:3). That's what this 

book is written to help us do.” (Piper, Sermon on Hebrews 3:7-19, August 11, 1996; © Desiring God. 

Website: desiringGod.org) 

In verses 16-18, the author uses three questions to press home his point that 

the people who were in the greatest position of spiritual privilege were the ones 

who grievously sinned against God. 

3:16 For who provoked Him when they had heard? Indeed, did not all 
those who came out of Egypt led by Moses? 

 3:17 And with whom was He angry for forty years? Was it not with 
those who sinned, whose bodies fell in the wilderness? 

 3:18 And to whom did He swear that they would not enter His rest, 
but to those who were disobedient? 

 3:19 So we see that they were not able to enter because of unbelief. 
 
The depressing conclusion now sums up all that has gone before. “So we see 

that they were not able to enter, because of their unbelief.” (Heb 3:19). Though 

the Israelites had left Egypt and expected to enter God's rest, unbelief prevented 

them from doing so. The application to those who profess Christ is clear. We have 

already read that it is not enough to begin well, we must hold fast to the end. To 

slip back into unbelief is fatal and is a clear indication that that person will not 

enter God's rest.  

 

Thus we find that Psalm 95 (Heb. 3:7-9), an historical Psalm, surveys history 

in a selective way to provide a theological and moral exhortation. The very same 

people that escaped slavery by the miraculous hand of God never entered the 

Promised Land. It should be observed that this sets us up for a view of “conversion” 

that is more complex than some are used to -  it is a “conversion” where someone 

may be  given the grace to escape something but not grace to enter something else.  

 

Conclusion: 

The Israelites “ . . .  had seen God's gracious works; they had seen signs and 

wonders and miracles of mercy, they had tasted the heavenly gift, but instead of 

being softened to trust God in the day of trial when things were difficult, they 

became hard and unbelieving and did not trust God's goodness, but murmured. The 

result was that God was angry and cut them off from the Promised Land.  
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Now the point is that this is what will happen to us, if—the big "if" of verse 

6 and 14—if we harden our hearts in the day of trial and murmur against him and 

throw away our confidence and hope in God. The story of Israel is an example for 

the professing church. Do not treat the grace of God with contempt—presuming to 

receive it as an escape from the Egypt of misery, but not being satisfied with it as 

guidance and provision in the wilderness of this life. O how many professing 

Christians want the mercy of forgiveness so that they won't go to hell, but have 

hard hearts toward the Lord when it comes to daily fellowship with him!  

. . . 

Note well, the issue of perseverance is not first an issue of behavior. Don't 

be asking first: What actions does God want me to do? The issue in this text is one 

of the heart. It is a matter of believing or trusting or hoping in God. Look at verse 

10: "Therefore I was angry with this generation, and said, 'They always go astray in 
their heart.'" Why didn't the people get to enter the Promised Land? You could say, 

they sinned and they rebelled and they murmured. Yes. But look at how this writer 

ends the chapter. Verse 19: "And so we see that they were not able to enter 

because of unbelief." Persistent sin in the face of God's mercy is a sign of unbelief.  

Yes, the people were embittered because of God's testing them (v. 8); yes, 

they sinned (v. 17); but beneath all that was the root problem: they didn't believe 

God, that is, they didn't trust his goodness—to lead and protect and provide and 

satisfy. Even though they saw the waters of the Red Sea divide and they walked 

over on dry ground, the moment they got thirsty, their hearts were hard against 

God and they did not trust him to take care of them. They cried out against him and 

said that life in Egypt was better. That is what this book is written to prevent. 

O how many professing Christians make a start with God. They hear that 

their sins can be forgiven and that they can escape hell and go to heaven. And they 

say: what have I got to lose, I'll believe. But then in a week or a month or a year or 

ten years, the test comes—a season of no water in the wilderness. A weariness with 

manna, and subtly a growing craving for the fleeting pleasures of Egypt, as Numbers 

11:5–6 says, "We remember the fish which we used to eat free in Egypt, the 

cucumbers and the melons and the leeks and the onions and the garlic, but now our 

appetite is gone. There is nothing at all to look at except this manna."  

This is a terrifying condition to be in—to find yourself no longer interested 

in Christ and his Word and prayer and worship and missions and living for the glory 

of God. And to find all fleeting pleasures of this world more attractive than the 

things of the Spirit.” (Piper, Sermon on Hebrews 3:7-19, August 11, 1996; © Desiring God. Website: 

desiringGod.org)  


