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Notes on Hebrews 
 

The theme of the book of Hebrews is the supremacy of Christ over all 

things. It was most likely written to Jewish believers who had put their faith in 

Christ but held an imperfect understanding of the relationship of Christ to the OT. 

The author of the book is unknown. 

 

1:1-4 CHRIST IS SUPERIOR TO THE PROPHETS 
 

1:1 God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets 
in many portions and in many ways, 

1:2a      in these last days has spoken to us in His Son . . .” 
 

“Hebrews says that God spoke in two phases: one before the coming of the 

Son of God into the world, and one through the Son's coming into the world. Verse 

2a: "In these last days [God] has spoken to us in His Son." (Piper) 

First, (1) the Son of God is set in opposition to the prophets; then (2) we to 

the fathers; and, thirdly, (3) the various modes by which God spoke to the fathers 

to the last revelation brought to us by Christ. (Calivn, Commentary) 

God spoke 

Formerly by the Prophets   NOW by the Son 

Then to the Fathers   But NOW to us 

Then at various times   NOW at the end of the times 

 

When God spoke to the OT prophets, He did so a little at a time (“in many 

portions”), gradually revealing Himself and His plan to them. He also spoke to them 

in a variety of ways (either directly, through visions, dreams, angels, or even natural 

events). The prophets then told others what was told to them. In other words, in 

former times God spoke to men through men, using the words of men.  

 

With Christ, the revelation of God to man took a dramatic leap forward. 

Hebrews 1:2a says, “in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son,” but in the 

English text, the nature of the contrast between the prophets and Christ is lost. In 

Greek, there is no article or possessive pronoun before the word “Son” placing the 

emphasis on the nature of Christ (Morris, 13). The writer is emphasizing that Christ 
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is superior to the prophets in revealing God because of the divine nature He 

possessed. God no longer needed men as the medium of communication for He could 

now communicate to them directly through the Son.  

“Jesus is the unique image of God's divine glory and bears the very stamp of 

his divine nature (Hebrews 1:3). He is not a mere prophet. The whole point here is 

to show that He is superior to the prophets. He is the eternally begotten Son, 

without beginning and without ending (Hebrews 7:3) .  .  .  Who Jesus was, what He 

said, and what He accomplished by dying and rising from the dead is God's Word to 

us. This is what God has said, and what we should hear—what we need to listen to 

far more earnestly than we do” (sermon by John Piper, - John Piper. © Desiring God. Website: 

desiringGod.org). 

 Though we tend to think of the last days as those events just prior to 

Christ’s second coming, biblically speaking, the last days began with the coming of 

Messiah and have continued to this day. We are in the last days. “When he speaks 

of the last times, he intimates that there is no longer any reason to expect any new 

revelation; for it was not a word in part that Christ brought, but the final 

conclusion” (Calvin, Commentary) . “Jesus is God's final and decisive Word to the 

world. He inaugurates the "last days" because after him there is no third period of 

revelation. Everything God has to say from here onto eternity he says in Jesus. If 

there is fuller revelation, it will be clarification, amplification, and application of 

the Jesus already revealed in history and in the New Testament.” (sermon by John Piper,  

Heb. 2:1-9,  May 19, 1996 - John Piper. © Desiring God. Website: desiringGod.org) 

 

A sevenfold description of the Son is next given which elaborates the 

superiority of Christ over any prophet or other means of revelation. 

 

1:2b    . . . in His Son whom He appointed heir of all things, 
through whom also He made the world. 

1:3 And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact 
representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His 
power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right 
hand of the Majesty on high, 
 

1) Christ is superior to the prophets because He is heir of all things  

(Heb. 1:2). 

 

In the NT the term “heir” does not necessitate the death of the testator. 

It simply means to get possession of something without reference to the specific 

means the possession was acquired. In other words, the term speaks of lawful 

possession without indicating in what way the possession was secured. This is 

illustrated by the verb “inherit” which is used of possessing the earth (Matt. 5:5), 
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the kingdom of God (I Cor 6:9-10), eternal life (Mk. 10:17), the promises of God 

(Heb. 6:12), incorruption (I Cor. 15:50), and blessing (Heb. 12:17). “Heir of all 

things” thus becomes a title of great dignity and shows the supreme place of Christ 

in all the universe as the One who possesses all that exists (Morris, 13; Psa. 2:8; 

Matt. 28:18; Heb. 2:8). 

 

2) Christ is superior to the prophets because God made the universe 

through Him (Heb. 1:2). 

 

 The fact that the universe was made “through” Christ preserves the truth 

that God the Father is the Creator of all things (Gen 1:1 ff 1; I Cor. 8:6; Heb 11:3;  

also see Jn. 1:3; and Col. 1:16).  

  

The term translated as “universe” is really the word “ages. “ Although it is 

referring to the universe, it more specifically speaks of the sum of the periods of 

time including all that is manifested in them (Morris, 13). It is the whole created 

universe in space and time (Bruce, 47). To speak of Christ as the Creator is to set 

Him apart from every other being and elevate Him to a place superior to any 

prophet. 

 

3) Christ is superior to the prophets because He is the radiance of 

God's glory (Heb. 1:3). 

 

 As the rays of the sun cannot be separated from the sun itself, neither can 

the glory of God in Christ be separated from God. If Christ possesses God's glory 

it can only be because He is God (John 1:14; 2:11; 17:22; 2 Cor. 4:4; 2 Pet 1:16-18 

[cf. Matt. 17:1 ff ] Mk. 13:26). 

 

“We see the sun by means of seeing the rays of the sun. So we see God the 

Father by seeing Jesus. The rays of the sun arrive here about eight seconds after 

they leave the sun, and the round ball of fire that we see in the sky is the image—

the exact representation—of the sun; not because it is a painting of the sun, but 

because it is the sun streaming forth in its radiance.” (Piper) 

 

 [See my notes on II Corinthians 4:4-6.] 

  

 4) Christ is superior to the prophets because He is the exact 

representation of God’s being (Heb. 1:3). 

 

 The word “representation” is difficult to define. In English it can mean a 

picture or image of something. In other words, it is a substitute that depicts the 

real thing. In Greek, however, it was used of the mark left by a stamp. For example, 
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it was the imprint on a coin that was stamped by the die. As the imprint perfectly 

displays the shape of the die itself, so Christ perfectly displays the very essence 

of God. In a similar way, Colossians 1:15 calls Him the image of the invisible God. 

Jesus said, “He who has seen Me has seen the Father” (Jn. 14:9). He is the exact 

image and embodiment of the invisible God. 

 

 [See my notes on Colossians 1:15.] 

 

 5) Christ is superior to the prophets because He sustains all things by 

his word (Heb. 1:3).  

 
 “God’s works of providence are his most holy, wise, and powerful preserving 

and governing all his creatures and all their actions. Providence, therefore, includes 

preservation and government. By preservation is meant that all things out of God owe 

the continuance of their existence, with all their properties and powers, to the will of 

God. This is clearly the doctrine of the Scriptures. The passages relating to this 

subject are very numerous. They are of different kinds. First, some assert in general 

terms that God does sustain all things by the word of his power, as Hebrews 1:3, Col. 

1:17, where it is said, “By Him all things consist,” or continue to be. In Nehemiah 9:6, 

“"You alone are the LORD. You have made the heavens, the heaven of heavens with all 

their host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them. You give life 

to all of them and the heavenly host bows down before You.” (Hodge, Systematic 

Theology, I, 576) 

 

Just as the universe was made by Christ, so it is sustained by Him. “All 

things” leaves nothing out of the scope of His sustaining power. From the atom in 

the microcosm to the stars and planets in the macrocosm, He all things are held 

together by Him (Col. 1:17). “He's holding our flesh and hair and skin and lungs and 

tissue and fingernails in being right now. If he were to stop thinking you into being, 

you would cease to be. That's how dependent you are on this person” (Piper).  

 

6) Christ is superior to the prophets because He provided purification 

for sins (Heb. 1:3).  

 

 We now pass from the cosmic functions of Messiah to His personal 

relationship to mankind (Bruce, 49). He is the one who purifies us or cleanses us 

from sin. In Christ and Him alone was sin finally and completely removed (Tit 2:14; 

Heb 9:14).  

 

Verse 3 not only demonstrates Christ’s superiority to the fathers and 

prophets but also gives the ground for Christ’s exaltation, namely (1) the possession 

of divine attributes by which He was entitled to receive divine honor and which 

qualified Him to exercise absolute and universal dominion, and (2) his mediatorial 
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work. As Hodge says, “Both these are united in Hebrews 1:3. It is there said, that 

Christ “sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;” first because He is the 

brightness of the Father’s glory and his express image, and sustains the universe by 

the word of his power; and secondly, because by the sacrifice of Himself, He made 

purification for our sins.” (Hodge Systematic Theology, II, 635). 

 

“. . .  the Son is said to have created all things, and to be the brightness of 

the Father’s glory, and also to have made purification for sin; so here part of what 

is said belongs to the Logos as existing from eternity, and part belongs to Him as 

clothed in our nature. It was the Lo,goj a>sarkoj  [Word without flesh]  who is 

declared to be the image of the invisible God and creator of all things; and it is the 

Lo,goj e<nsarkoj  [the Word in flesh] who is declared to be the head of the Church. 

The relation of Christ to God, in this passage is expressed, (1.) By the words just 

quoted, “He is the image of the invisible God.” He is so related to God that He 

reveals what God is, so that those who see Him, see God, those who know Him, know 

God, and those who hear Him, hear God. He is the brightness of God’s glory, and his 

express image. (2.) His relation to God is also expressed by saying that He is 

begotten from eternity, or the only begotten Son” (Hodge Systematic Theology, I, 

515). 

 

7) Christ is superior to the prophets because He holds a position of 

authority and power (Heb. 1:3). 

 

When Christ’s work of purification ended He sat down at the right hand of 

God. Sitting is the posture of rest, and sitting at the right hand is a position of 

honor (Morris, 15). The position denoted the exaltation and supremacy of Christ 

over all things. The same thought is found in Ephesians 1:20-22 which states that 

God “. . .seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all 

principality and power and might and dominion, and every name that is named, not 

only in this age but also in that which is to come. And He put all things under His 

feet, and gave Him to be head over all things. . .” Likewise, Ephesians 4:10 says that 

He ascended far above all the heavens, that He might fill all things.  

 

Thus Christ is superior even to the angels, a subject which the author now 

embarks upon.  
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1:5-14 CHRIST IS SUPERIOR TO THE ANGELS 
  

1:4 having become as much better than the angels, as He has 
inherited a more excellent name than they. 
 

The fact that verse 4 speaks about Christ becoming better than the angels 

indicates that the incarnate Christ is in view for pre-existent deity does not change 

(Kent, 39). In 2:9 the author will explain that though Christ was made lower than 

the angels for a time, in His exultation is far superior than they are. 

 

Hebrews 1:4 says that Christ became superior to the angels. Now Hebrews 

1:5-14 expands on how He is superior to them. 

 

1:5 For to which of the angels did He ever say, "YOU ARE MY 

SON, TODAY I HAVE BEGOTTEN YOU"? (Psalm 2:7) And again, "I WILL BE A 
FATHER TO HIM AND HE SHALL BE A SON TO ME"? (II Sam. 7:14) 

1:6 And when He again brings the firstborn into the world, He 
says, "AND LET ALL THE ANGELS OF GOD WORSHIP HIM." 

 

1) Christ is superior to angels because He is the Son of God (Heb. 1:5). 

 

In 1:5-6 the writer begins by asking the rhetorical question, “For to which of 

the angels did God ever say, "You are my Son; today I have become your Father?” 

(Psa. 2:7; Acts 13:33; Heb 5:5), or more literally, “You are my Son; today I have 

begotten you?” The expected answer is, “to none of them!”  

 

“It cannot be denied but that this was spoken of David, that is, as he 

sustained the person of Christ. Then the things found in this Psalm must have 

been shadowed forth in David, but were fully accomplished in Christ. For that 

he by subduing many enemies around him, enlarged the borders of his 

kingdom, it was some foreshadowing of the promise, “I will give thee the 

heathen for thine inheritance.” But how little was this in comparison with the 

amplitude of Christ’s kingdom, which extends from the east to the west?” 

(Calvin, Commentary on Hebrews). 

 

Though angels were sometimes called “sons of God” in the OT, no angel was 

singularly or specifically ever called “the Son of God;” this is the “name” that is 

superior to angels. 

 

Some think that the word “begotten” implies that Christ was created. But 

Christian scholars take the term either in conjunction with Romans 1:4 in the sense 

of being a public declaration referring to Christ’s resurrection and ascension (Kent, 
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41), or they apply it to His incarnation when the Word became flesh to the eternal 

relationship of the Son to the Father (as in 1:18), rather than the incarnation (RWP, 

13). (note: in John 1:14 it has been proven etymologically that the word “only 

begotten”  is not connected with begetting at all (Morris, 105) but rather refers to 

that which is completely unique and singular (Westcott, 23; Morris, 105)). In any 

case, it does not necessitate that Christ was at one time non-existent. 

 

2) Christ is superior to angels because He is the firstborn (Heb. 1:6a). 

 

 Christ is also called “the firstborn” (Heb. 1:6). “Firstborn” can have either a 

temporal or positional (relational) emphasis in Hebrew culture. That is, it can refer 

to the one who was literally born first in time, or be used of someone elevated to a 

higher position (e.g. Gen. 48:17-20; Exo. 4:22). At times, it simply means “chief” 

with no reference to age at all (e.g. Job. 18:13 “firstborn of death”; Isa. 14:30 

“firstborn of the poor”). In Psalm 89:27 it is used of Messiah and clearly refers to 

His position of dignity. In Colossians 1:15, 18 Christ is called the firstborn of all 

creation to speak of His superior position over creation. The next verse gives the 

reason why this title is used of Him: “for by Him all things were created that are in 

heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 

principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. And He 

is before all things, and in Him all things consist.” It cannot have a temporal 

connotation, meaning that He was the first of those things that were created, for 

all things that are created were created by Him (cf. Jn. 1:3). That puts Him in a 

category outside of creation altogether. Therefore, it must refer to His position of 

supremacy outside of the created order. 

 

3) Christ is superior to angels because He is to be worshipped 

(Heb.1:6b) 

 

Finally, the author commands all the angels of God to worship Him (Heb. 1:6), 

making Christ the recipient of an action that is reserved for God alone.  

 

In the verses that follow, the OT is used to prove why Christ should be 

worshipped.  

a) Christ should be worshipped because He is God (Heb. 1:7-9). 

 
1:7 And of the angels He says, "WHO MAKES HIS ANGELS 

WINDS, AND HIS MINISTERS A FLAME OF FIRE." 

1:8 But of the Son He says, "YOUR THRONE, O GOD, IS FOREVER 

AND EVER, AND THE RIGHTEOUS SCEPTER IS THE SCEPTER OF HIS 
KINGDOM. 
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1:9 "YOU HAVE LOVED RIGHTEOUSNESS AND HATED 

LAWLESSNESS; THEREFORE GOD, YOUR GOD, HAS ANOINTED YOU WITH 
THE OIL OF GLADNESS ABOVE YOUR COMPANIONS." 

 

Hebrews 1:7 is a quotation from Psalm 104:4. In this we see even further 

evidence of the superiority of Christ to angels. Angels are creatures that were 

made by God to serve Him. Just as God can send a refreshing breeze, a scorching 

wind, or fire that consumes everything in its path, so He sends angels to accomplish 

His will (cf. 1:14). But of the Son, God says, "Your throne, O God, will last forever 

and ever, and righteousness will be the scepter of His kingdom (1:8).”  In this most 

remarkable statement, God the Father contrasts the Son to angels by addressing 

Him directly as God (cf. 1:10). Messiah is no mere messenger, He is a King that rules 

with a scepter of righteousness. For this reason (“therefore”) God anoints Him with 

oil, a symbol of gladness and festivity (1:9). 

 

b) Christ should be worshipped because He is eternal (Heb. 1:10-

12). 

 

1:10 And, "YOU, LORD, IN THE BEGINNING LAID THE 

FOUNDATION OF THE EARTH, AND THE HEAVENS ARE THE WORKS OF 
YOUR HANDS; 

1:11 THEY WILL PERISH, BUT YOU REMAIN; AND THEY ALL WILL 

BECOME OLD LIKE A GARMENT, 

1:12 AND LIKE A MANTLE YOU WILL ROLL THEM UP; LIKE A 

GARMENT THEY WILL ALSO BE CHANGED. BUT YOU ARE THE SAME, AND 
YOUR YEARS WILL NOT COME TO AN END." 

 

By using another quotation from the OT (Heb. 1:10-12; Ps. 102:25-27), the 

eternal nature of Messiah is brought to the forefront. Christ is said to have laid 

the earth’s foundations and constructed the heavens (cf. Heb. 1:2). All this will 

perish in due time, but not their Maker. 

 

The universe, which seems so solid and permanent, will be rolled up like a 

piece of clothing and changed into a new heaven and a new earth. But through it all, 

the Son remains unchanged. Our years come to an end, but His never will (Morris, 

19). 

 

c) Christ should be worshipped because He co-rules with the 

Father (Heb. 1:13). 

 

1:13 But to which of the angels has He ever said, "SIT AT MY 

RIGHT HAND, UNTIL I MAKE YOUR ENEMIES A FOOTSTOOL FOR YOUR 
FEET "? 
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A final quotation comes from Psalm 110:1 (Heb. 1:13) where Messiah is 

pictured at the Father’s side ruling over all His foes. No angel was ever thought of 

possessing such an exalted position. Angels stood anticipating their next command. 

The Son sits in a position of dignity. 

 

Treating one’s enemies as a footstool was an OT metaphor drawn from the 

practice of a conquering king placing his foot on the neck of the king he conquered 

to emphasize his triumph. The Psalmist pictures the future reign of Messiah as a 

time when all His enemies will be brought into submission and rendered utterly 

powerless (Kent, 46). 

 
“In Psalm 8:6, it is declared to be the purpose of God that all things 

should be put under the feet of man. This purpose . . .  God fulfilled in the 

exaltation of Christ, “when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own 

right hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality, and power, and 

might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but 
also in that which is to come; and hath put all things under his feet, and gave him 

to be the head over all things to the church.” (Eph. 1:20-22.) In 1 Corinthians 

15:27, the argument is pushed to its utmost extreme. When all things are said 

to be put under the feet of Christ, nothing is to be excepted from this 

subjection, except Him “who put all things under him.” And in Hebrews 2: 8, it is 

said, “In that he put all (τὰ πάντα, the universe) in subjection under him, he left 

nothing that is not put under him.” The same universality of dominion is implied 
in Christ’s sitting at the right hand of God. As this session on the throne of God 
involves equality with God in glory and dominion, it cannot be said of any 
creature. And as it is said of Christ it proves that Christ is a divine person, 
and is invested with all the power and authority of God. This is the 
Apostle’s argument in Hebrews 1:13. “To which of the angels (to what created 

being) said he at any time, Sit on my right hand?” The Apostle says to the 

Philippians, that Him, who though equal with God was found in fashion as a man, 

“God hath highly exalted, and given him a name which is above every name: that 

at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in 

earth, and things under the earth.” (Phil. 2:9, 10) This is a perfectly exhaustive 

statement. All in heaven, all in earth, and all under the earth, include all rational 

creatures. The person to whom they are to bow the knee is Jesus, not the 

Logos, but the God-man. And the acknowledgment which they are to make is, 

that He is Lord, i.e., their Lord, their absolute proprietor and Sovereign. It is in 

this sense also, that the Apostle says (Heb. 1:2), that God hath appointed the 

Son heir of all things. It is in virtue of this dominion over the universe that 

Christ is called Lord of lords and King of kings, i.e. the Sovereign over all other 

sovereigns in heaven and on earth. (Hodge, Systematic Theology, II, 600) 
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“That such authority and power could not be entrusted to a mere 

creature is plain from the nature of the case. Divine perfections, omniscience, 

omnipotence, and omnipresence, as well as infinite wisdom and goodness, are 

requisite for the effectual and righteous administration of a dominion 

embracing all orders of beings, all creatures rational and irrational, extending 

over the reason and conscience as well as over the external world. On this point 

the Scriptures are explicit. They teach expressly that to no angel, i, e., to no 

rational creature, as the term angel includes all intelligences higher than man, 

hath God ever said, “Sit on my right hand.” (Heb. 1:13.) All angels, all rational 

creatures, are commanded to worship Him.” (Hodge, Systematic Theology, II, 

636) 

 

1:14 Are they not all ministering spirits, sent out to render 
service for the sake of those who will inherit salvation? 
 

“This Scriptural doctrine of the ministry of angels is full of consolation for 

the people of God. They may rejoice in the assurance that these holy beings encamp 

round about them; defending them day and night from unseen enemies and un-

apprehended dangers. At the same time they must not come between us and God. 

We are not to look to them nor to invoke their aid. They are in the hands of God 

and exercise his will; He uses them as He does the winds and the lightning (Heb. 

1:7), and we are not to look to the instruments in the one case more than in the 

other” (Hodge, Systematic Theology, I, 641). 
 

http://www.ccel.org/ccel/bible/asv.Heb.1.html#Heb.1.13
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http://www.ccel.org/ccel/bible/asv.Heb.1.html#Heb.1.7

