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1:9 For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for you and 

to ask that` you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and 

understanding, 

1:10 so that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, 

bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 

1:11 strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might, for the attaining of all 

steadfastness and patience; joyously 

1:12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints 

in Light. 

“For this reason” (1:9) picks up where Paul left off in verses 3-5.   

 1:3-5 

“We give thanks . . . praying always for you, since we heard of   your faith . . . and love . . .  because of 

the hope . . . which you previously heard in . . .  the gospel  . . . 

 1:9 

 For this reason also, since the day we heard of   it,  we have not ceased to pray for you and ask . . . (1:9). 

 

In other words, Paul was thankful when he heard of the Colossians’ faith and love that had sprung from 

their hope in the gospel (1:3-5). Since the day he heard of it, he prayed and asked God that they would 

be filled with the knowledge of God’s will (1:9). 

Paul’s objective in praying that they would be filled with the knowledge of His will was so that they 

would “walk in a manner worthy of the Lord.”    

Walking worthily of the Lord is defined more precisely as: 

(1) “bearing fruit in every good work” (1:10),  

(2) “increasing in the knowledge of God” (1:10),  

(3) “being strengthened with all power (1:11), and  

(4) “joyously giving thanks” for our salvation (1:11,12). 

Basic to the whole prayer is the opening phrase – “that you may be filled with the knowledge of His 

will.”  

The ‘knowledge of God’s will’ is more than simply insight into how God wants His people to behave, or a 

specific direction for one’s life; it is an understanding of God’s whole saving purposes in Christ, and 

hence (as in v. 10b) knowledge of God Himself (Wright, 61).  Significantly, Paul’s prayer for knowledge 

precedes the exposition on the Lordship of Christ in creation and redemption (1:15-20), and its 

ramifications (1:21-23) -- neither of which would be knowable apart from spiritual understanding and 

wisdom. “This knowledge forms the basis of both holiness (v. 10) and thanksgiving (vv. 12ff.) and is the 

central characteristic of the humanity that is now renewed in Christ (3:10)” (Wright, 61).  

In other words, we need to be intellectually awake to grow in our faith. We need to think practically and 

coherently about God and His purposes for His people so that we can live our lives in a manner that 

pleases God. Spiritual life and intellectual life are never pitted against each other (1:28; 2:1-3; 3:10). 



2 
Ted Kirnbauer Colossians 1:9-14 6/14/2020 

Verses 9 and 10 form a miniature picture of Christian life and growth. “The argument is not circular, but 

spiral. Paul prays that they may increase in knowledge of God‘s will, with the result that the Colossians 

will live as God wants them to and so increase in the knowledge of God! Understanding will fuel 

holiness; holiness will deepen understanding” (Wright, 62).  

If we are filled with the knowledge of His will we will start to “walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, 

fully pleasing to Him” (ESV).  That is, we will follow the pattern of living that Jesus set, thereby pleasing 

Him.  

As mentioned above, the four participles that follow spell out more specifically what “walking in a 

manner worthy of the Lord” looks like. 

First, it means that we bear fruit in every good work. Since the gospel is “constantly bearing fruit and 

increasing” (1:6), we who have received the gospel will also bear fruit in every good work. Jesus said, “I 

am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from 

Me you can do nothing . . .  My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be 

My disciples” (Jn. 15:5, 8). Jesus also said in the parable of the sower that the word of God is like a seed; 

when it falls on fertile soil, it will bear fruit (Matt. 13).  

Secondly, we walk in a manner worthy of the Lord when we are “increasing in the knowledge of God.” 

This could mean either that growing in God takes place by means of our knowledge of God (Moo, 97) or 

as you please God through good works “you will learn to know God better and better.” Paul is praying 

that as Christians live obedient lives, “the fair fruit of good works would spring in greater abundance 

from the divine seed which had been sown in their hearts, and at the same time they would make ever 

increasing progress in their knowledge of God. For obedience to the knowledge of God which has 

already been received is a necessary and certain condition for the reception of further knowledge” 

(Bruce, 47). 

“Bearing fruit and increasing” is “language rooted in the creation story, carrying the implication, 

perhaps, that God is seeking through response to the gospel to confirm his original purpose in creation 

and establish human beings in his own image [see my notes on Colossians 1:6]. In verse 6, the focus was 

on the extension of the gospel to many people; here, however it is the intensive growth within each 

believer that is the focus” (Moo, 96, 97). 

Thirdly, we are to be strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might; that is, we are to 

live the Christian life by the power of God. In Ephesians 1:18-19 Paul prayed that we will know what is 

the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. That power is then described as the power 

that raised Jesus from the dead. We have the same power that raised Jesus from the dead available to 

us! 

The only way Christ-like conduct can be achieved is through a reliance on the power of God. God has all 

power, and His power, unleashed in the gospel (Ro. 1:16-17), is continually at work in His people to give 

us steadfastness and patience. Steadfastness is the ability to hold one’s ground in the battle, preventing 

the advancement of the enemy. Patience in the OT was often used of God’s patience toward His people. 

If we walk as Christ walked, we will reflect the same character that God has toward us. Both these traits 

are essential to live in the world undaunted by crises and panic. God’s power enables us to live in a 

world with patience and praise for His grace. The fact that we need the very power of an Almighty God 
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to walk in a way that pleases Him demonstrates the incredible hold that sin had upon us and the 

absolute impotence of man apart from divine help.  

It should be observed that Paul presents a paradox of grace. The Christian needs to be filled with 

wisdom and understanding (1:9). “Be filled” is a passive verb. We do not fill ourselves with wisdom and 

understanding; we must be filled by God. At the same time, we are to walk and grow and be thankful. 

Both God and man are active. In Colossians 1:29 Paul puts the two together, saying, “I toil, struggling 

with all His energy that He powerfully works within me.” (also see Phil. 2:12-13). 

1:12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints 

in Light. 

1:13 For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His 

beloved Son, 

1:14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

The final way to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord is by joyously (1:11) giving thanks because God 

has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints. 

“If God’s action and attitude toward His people have been characterized by grace, their response to 

Him, in life and conduct as well as in thought and word, should be characterized by gratitude. Nothing 

less is fitting, considering how He has qualified them to share the inheritance of His holy people” (Bruce, 

49). 

“Inheritance” recalls the promise given to Abram (Gen. 13:14-17) and then later to the nation of Israel 

(Num. 26:52-56; 34:2, 13; Josh. 19:9) relative to the Promised Land. Of course, our inheritance is far 

greater than land, a mere shadow of the greater reality to come. Our inheritance is “in light.” The 

expression “the inheritance of the saints in Light” is probably equivalent to our “hope laid up in heaven” 

(1:5; 3:1-4) and the kingdom of God’s beloved Son (1:13).  

Israel was set apart from the world for His service; Christians are as well (saints; see discussion on 1:2). 

We are sharers in the blessings of the people of God. In Acts 20:32 Paul speaks of “the inheritance 

among all those who are sanctified (i.e. set apart).” 

Ephesians 2:11-13 says, 

Therefore remember . . .  that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the 

commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and 

without God in the world.  But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been 

brought near by the blood of Christ. 

In short, God has made it possible for us to share the inheritance that belongs to the Jews. However, we 

do not come into this inheritance automatically; God qualifies us for it (1:12). Verses 13 and 14 are an 

exposition of verse 12, explaining how God qualifies us. He has rescued us from the domain of darkness, 

forgiven us, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son. Knowing what God has done grounds 

our thanksgiving more securely.  

Deliverance from an alien power is also an important OT theme. O’Brien (page 27) notes, 
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The Lord rescued His people from the land of the Egyptians (Exo. 14:30; Judg. 6:9), from 

bondage (Exo. 6:6) and from all her enemies (Judg. 8:34). The psalmists in particular love to sing 

of the Lord‘s past deliverances, both national and personal, and on the basis of these prayed to 

Him that He might deliver them from danger, sickness, death, enemies, and hostile situations 

(Psa. 33:18, 19; 79:9; 86:13; etc.) . . . The influence of the Psalter on the later prayers of Judaism 

is quite marked . . . Most of the New Testament instances of the verb “to deliver” appear in 

prayer contexts. 

Out of the many times God delivered Israel, Exodus 6:6-8 (Israel’s rescue form Egyptian bondage) stands 

out as a close parallel to Colossians 1:12-14: 

6 "Say, therefore, to the sons of Israel, 'I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the 

burdens of the Egyptians, and I will deliver you from their bondage. I will also redeem you with 

an outstretched arm and with great judgments. 

 7 'Then I will take you for My people, and I will be your God; and you shall know that I am the 

LORD your God, who brought you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. 

 8 'I will bring you to the land which I swore to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and I will give 

it to you for a possession; I am the LORD.'" 

God’s dealings with Israel provided a sketch of the bigger picture of the world. It wasn’t just Israel that 

needed deliverance, and it wasn’t simply human powers that people need to be delivered from. The 

whole world is under the power of the evil one (2 Cor. 4:4). They are being held captive by him to do his 

will (2 Tim. 2:24) and are blinded from the truth of the gospel (2 Cor. 4:3, 4). They need to be delivered. 

Movement from the realm of Satan to the kingdom of God is often described in terms of a movement 

from darkness to light. The coming of Christ is described in the words of Isaiah 9:2 and 60:1-3 in 

Matthew 4:16: “the people dwelling in darkness have seen a great light, and for those dwelling in the 

region and shadow of death, on them a light has dawned." Similar language is found in Acts 26:18 as 

Paul describes the commission he received from the Lord at his conversion. The Lord told Paul that He 

was sending him to the unbelieving “to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and 

from the dominion of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among 

those who have been sanctified by faith . . .” Peter says in 1 Peter 2:9 that we are a people for God’s 

own possession who proclaim the excellencies of Him who called us “out of darkness into His marvelous 

light.” 

Through the cross and resurrection, Christ defeated Satan and established His own kingdom, a kingdom 

of light. Christ’s kingdom will continue until all the enemies of God are subdued, then it will be handed 

over to the Father (1 Cor. 15:25-28).   

Here the kingdom of God is called the kingdom of God’s beloved Son. The expression “beloved Son” 

reminds us of two important passages. The first is Jesus’ baptism when the Holy Spirit descended upon 

Him and God declared, "You are My beloved Son, in You I am well-pleased" (Mk. 1:11). The thought 

reflects Isaiah 42:1 where God says of Christ, "I have put My Spirit upon Him.” Jesus’ baptism identified 

Him as Messiah and tied Him to the throne of David (Ps. 2).  

The second passage where “Son” is important is Matthew 2:15 where Hosea 11:1 is applied to the infant 

Jesus and His family coming back from Egypt after fleeing from Herod. There it says, "Out of Egypt I 
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called my son." In the context of Hosea, Israel was “God’s son” but Israel failed to serve God faithfully. 

Christ more completely fulfilled predictions concerning the nation and in a broad sense His experiences 

were analogous to Israel’s. He was thus the true Israel, God’s true Son. 

In Him we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins (1:14). 

The concept of redemption is found both in the OT and in the Greco-Roman world. To redeem means to 

buy or purchase. It is the act of freeing someone, whether a slave, a prisoner, or someone in debt 

through the payment of a price. In the OT, “redemption” is used when God delivered His people from 

foreign domination, either when they were in exile, or when they were first delivered from their slavery 

in Egypt. In Colossians it is a spiritual redemption: “He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and 

transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son.”  The ransom price isn’t mentioned but Ephesians 1:7 

says, “In Him [Christ] we have redemption through His blood.” 

It seems fairly obvious that verses 12-14 connect Christ and our salvation to OT images. He is the true 

Son, the king of God’s kingdom. We are redeemed from the hold of an alien power, and transferred to 

His kingdom. In Christ, we have forgiveness of sins, which qualifies us for the inheritance of the saints. 

For these reasons we should be thankful – joyously thankful.  


